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COVENTRY 

HJLECTION  COMMITTEE,. 


Met  on  Wednesday,  February  9,3,  1805‘. 


LIST  OF  THE 

Francis  Dickkns, 
John  Wm.  Egerton^  Esq. 
Matthew  Russel^  Esq^ 

Rd.  Ainslii,  Esq 
Ho  N.  R.  Ryder.. 

Thomas  Jervis,  Esq. 
WiLji,iAV  OapE,  E»q. 

George  Tierney, 
Ed.  L»e,  Esq. 


COMMITTEE^ 

Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Ric  HARD  Benyon,  Esq, 
John  Osborne,  Esq. 
William  Adams,  Esq. 
Hon  H.  Walpole,  Esq. 
Sir  L.  Ralk,  Bart. 
Hon.  J.  Simpson, 

^Nominees. 


■I 

Mr.  PiGoT  opens  the  Case, 

Mr.  Bensojj  produced  the  CLualification front 

the  File. 

(Copy  of  it.) 

Mr.  Jeffery^’s  Qualification,  as  copied  hy  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons.  ■ 

A  CLEAR  yearly  rent  charge  of  300l.  for 
Biy  own  life  (arising  out  of  freehold  lands,  te¬ 
nements,  and  hereditaments,  in  the  parishes 
of  St.  James^  St.  Peter,  and  the  Holy  Trinity, 
in  Shastori,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  and  Cann^ 
St.  Rumbold,  Gillingham,  and  East  Tour,  in 
the  said  county  of  Dorset,  the  property^- of 
William  Bryant,  Esq.  in  the  occupation  of 
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his  tenants  of  the  annual  value  of  1000/.  and 
upwards),  conveyed  to  me  by  deed,  bearing 
date  June  18,  1802,  the  consideration  whereof 
was  6000/.  paid  and  secured  to  the  said  Wil¬ 
liam  Bryant,  Esq.  (the  grantor)  by  my  bond, 
bearing  date  18th  June  1802,  payable  in  three 
months,  viz.  the  18th  day  of  September  in  the 
penal  sum  ot  12,000/.  conditioned  to  be  void 
on  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  6000/.  with 
lawful  interest  for  the  same. 

The  name  of  the  witness  to  the  deed  and  to 
the  bond,  is  Charles  Smith;  and  his  place  of 
abode  is  at  No.  1  ^2  in  the  Strand,  in  the  countv 
of  Middlesex.  ^ 

Nath.  Jefferys. 

Dec.  20,  1802. 

I  believe  you  are  clerk  of  the  papers  of  this 
House  ? — I  am. 

Have  you  brought  the  original  qualification 
delivered  in  by  Mr.  Jefierys  when  he  took  his 
seat  in  this  House? — I  have. 

Produce  it? — It  is  here. 

Have  you  brought  with  you  the  rental  or 
paiticular  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Jefierys  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  petition  being  presented  ? _ It 

was  delivered  in,  in  compliance  with  a  stand¬ 
ing  order  of  the  House,  a  notice  was  given  by 
the  petitioners  to  Mr.  Jefierys  to  produce  a ' 
paiticulai,  and  this  is  the  paper  containing  it : 
they  are  the  original  papers  delivered  into  my 
custody ;  and  I  cannot,  without  an  order  from 
the  House,  deliver  them  up. 

Are  these  documents  delivered  in  to  the 
House  of  Commons  as  papers  which,  when  de¬ 
livered  to  you,  you. file.?— Yes. 

1  hen  of  course  it  becomes  a  record  for  the 
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iRspectiori  of  tho  honourable  the  House  of 
Commons  at  all  times? — Yes. 

Have  you  no  order  from  the  House  to  re* 
move  it  from  the  file?—!  have  no  order  to 
keep  it  upon  that  file:  I  shall  return  it  imme¬ 
diately. 

Vale  Whitwell  called  in  and  sworn, 

W  ere  you  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  Coventry  at 
the  last  election  ? — Yes. 

Have  you  brought  with  you  the  orii^inai 
poll-book  of  that  election  ? — I  have.  ^ 

In  whose  custody  have  they  beert  since  the 
election.? — In  mine. 

Are  they^  to  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge 
and  belief,  in  the  same  state  in  which  they 
were  when  the  poll  closed  .^—Precisely. 

Unaltered  ? — Unaltered.  Here  are  also 
other  documents  ;  the  agreement  to  poll  bv 
tallies.  ^ 

Charles  Wilson  called  in  and  szcorn. 

You  appear  here  for  Mr.  Hunn?-^!  do. 

Have  ygu  brought  a  deed  from  Mr. 'Dunn  I 
'■  I  baye  brought  a  deed  ;  but  we  have  no 
thority  from  any  of  the  trustees,  and  wemutst 
request  you  not  to  press  it.  We  have  np  au¬ 
thority  from  any  of  the  parties. 

Can  you  inform  this  honourable  committee, 
of  your  own  kno\yledg^i  by  who.se  authoritv 
that  deed  vyas  lelt  with  Mr*  Dunn.?- — No*  i 
cannot. 

James  Christie  called  in  and  sworzi,^ 

Have  you,  at  any  time;  bad  to  disclose  of 
any  estates  belonging  to  Mr.  William  Bryant? 
—Yes;  i  have. 

A  3 
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You  had  the  disposal  of  them,  had  you? — 
Yes  ;  I  had. 

Whether,  in  point  of  fact,  by  any  authority 
or  without  any  authority,  you  did  sell  -the 
estates  belonging  to  Mr.  Bryant? — I  presume 
I  sold  them  by  the  direction  of  Mr.  William 
Bryant,  and  by  the  consent  and  concurrence 
of  other  persons,  and  by  virtue  of  the  power 
vested  in  myself  as  a  joint  trustee,  for  13,990/. 

\Yhen  was  it  you  sold  them? — ^They  were 
put  up  for  public  sale  after  the  year  1794.  I 
cannot  exactly  say - 

Was  it  before  the  year  1801.? — Certainly. 
I  believe  I  can  come  precisely  to  the  day.  I 
think  it  was  four  or  five  days  prior  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  election  that  preceded  the  last.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  election  was  to  take  place  on  the  12th 
of  May,  and  I  think  it  was  on  the  3th. 

Bo  you  know  whether  the  estates  so  sold 
were  the  property  of  Mr.  Bryant,  in  the  county 
of  Dorset  ? — All  within  the  borough  of  Shafts- 
bury., 

I  don’t  knov/  whether  you  are  acquainted 
enough  with  the  borough  of  Shafts  bury  to  tell, 
toe  whether  the  parishes  of  St.  James,  St.  Pe¬ 
ter,  and  the  Holy  Trinity>,  are  in  Shaftsbury? 
— Thefe  are  such  a  number  of  parishes :  I  can¬ 
not  charge  my  memory. 

All  within  the  borough  of  Shaftsbury  were 
i^old? — ^They  were. 

'  swear  that  positively,  do  you  ?— I  must 

bebleafly  understood.  Every  thing  was  done 
v/ithin  the  limits  of  my  power  to  effect  that 
^  them  up  to  public  sale,  and  Mr. 
Milne  was  declared  the  best  bidder. 

Bo  you  swear  positively,  of  your  own  know’^- 
ledge,  that  all  the  estates  of  Mr.  Bryant  at 
Shaftsbury  were  sold  ? — I  knocked  down  the 
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nil*'’®  I  ^  particularly  cautious,  be- 

cause  I  knew  every  inch  of  it  was  an  object  to 

I!b  therefore,  I  included  the 

Whole  by  every  vyord  under  which  I  could  pos- 

V®  Property,  considering  the 
pu^haser  would  be  mtitled  to  every  inch  of  it. 

temember  what  became  of  them  af- 
nrnn**f*’  they  afterwards  became  the 

property  of  any  body  else  besides  Mr.  Milne  ? 
iNot  irom  my  own  knowledge. 

l>o  you  happen  to  know  what  became  of  the 
mmey  that  was  paid,  how  it  was  appropriated  ? 
-There  was  2600/.  deposit,  I  received  at  the 

naidT^  .The  remainder  was  to  be 

paid  in  a  limited  time  ;  but  the  articles  being 
assigned  to  Mr.  Paul  Benfield,  we  werf 
^  iged  to  file  a  bill  in  chancery  Against  Mr! 

^  d  wa  the  purchaser,  and  Mr.  Ben- 

vsr  a  party  to  the  bill. 

it  in  fact,  paid  at  last No  ; 

tt  '^as  not  paid  by  them  at  last. 

Was  It  paid  by  any  body  ?— It  turned  out 
yterwards  that  Mr.  Benfield’s  part  of  the  bo- 

for^Mr^BV^  ^  tt  ‘tustee 

r.!.rtv  ®  ^  saw  clearly  that  the  pro- 

pe«y  was  of  no  value  as  a  divided  propertv 
and  I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  to  the  Trea- 

Bedford  it  they  were  to  divide  it.  The  Trea¬ 
sury  saw  the  efficiency  of  my  idea,  and  direct- 
ed  me  to  proceed  upon  it.  I  then  proceeded 
o  a  second  sale  under  the  direction  of  the 

of  M.  B..S.W ,  I  .pp.s:j  a 

between  the  parties. - When  I  sold  to  Co- 

for^'otw/’/  ‘o  Colonel  Wood 

tor  o5,000/.  reserving  to  ourselves  the  trustees 
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11,600/.  odd  for  our  proportion,  which  wa«,  I 
believe,  lOOOt  more  than  we  should  huve  r€* 
ceived,  if  vye  Imd  leceivea  it  accoraing  to  the 
original  sale,  and  therciore  1  sow  1  was  doing 
well  for  the  trust  delegated  to  me;  and  1  be¬ 
lieve  the  whole  proportion  is  nearly  paid. 

How  much  IS  paid  ? — L  believe  the  whole  is 

paid  within  a  JOOO/. 

Do  you  know'  how  the  money  that  w'as  so 
received  from  Colonel  Wood  w'as  appiopiiat- 

ed? _ There  was  2GOO/.  first  of  all  received, 

and  there  was  a  second  deposit  of  one  per 
cent,  from  Colonel  W^ood,  350/.  and  then  the 
greater  part  of  the  money  was  applied  to  the 
discharge  of  some  other  mortgages,  but  the 
exact  amount  I  cannot  say. 

There  was  some  difficulty,  I  believe,  about 
carrying  this  sale  into  execution  ;  was  you  a 
party  to  any  bill  in  Chancery  ?— There  was 
certainly  a  bill;  two  or  three  hills. 

Have  you  had  any  intercourse  lately  with 
Mr.  Bryant  upon  the  subject  of  these  estates  ? 

_ Mr.  Bryant  called  upon  me  a  little  while 

ago ;  about  five  or  six  weeks  ago  ;  a  short 
time  before  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  Chelten- 
baui  for  my  health,  and  it  was  to  complain, 
that  he  thought  the  property  improperly 

®old«  ,  ..  .  , 

You  have  already  told  us,  that  you  with 

others  were  a  trustee  for  Mr.  Bryants  credi- 


Are  you  in  possession  of  the  deed  of  trust  ? 
— Ivlo;  I  am  not.  The  deed  of  trust  was  left 
with  the  solicitor  to  the  trust  and  Mr.  Leake, 
who  was  employed  by  Mr.  Hcapy,  who  at  fust 
was  the  acting  trustee.  He  promised  Lord 
Boinney  and  inysell  we  should  have  no  tioiiblc 
in  the  business  ;  he  only  wished  his  creditors 
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would  partake  of  the  trust :  he  did  not  appear 
to  his  commission^,  and  the  solicitor  had  the 
trust  deed.  He  applied  to  us  for  payment^ 
and  his  bill  was  1400/.  which  was  reduced  by 
taxation  to  1000/.  We  paid  him  that ;  and, 
upon  payment  of  it,  we  got  an  order,  I  believe 
of  the  court,  that  he  should  deliver  up  all  the 
papers  to  Mr.  Dunn,  the  solicitor  to  Lord 
Komney,  and  I  presume  the  deed  is  in  his  pos¬ 
session  at  this  time. 

Have  you  any  objection  to  the  trust-deed 
being  produced  to  the  Committee  ?— It  is  im- 

^  any  thing  within  the 

limits  of  my  power. 

Am  I  to  understand  that  I  have  your  con¬ 
sent  for  the  perusal  of  it?— I  can  have  no  ob¬ 
jection.  As  1  have  the  honour  of  being  a  co¬ 
trustee  with  Lord  Romney,  I  could  have  wished 
nis  consent. 

Do  you  know  Lord  Romney’s  hand  writine? 
— Yes  ;  I  do.  ° 

Will  you  peruse  that.?  ( Shewing  him  the  Ut¬ 
Does  that  confirm  the  propriety  of  your  con¬ 
senting  ?— It  contains  his  directions,  undoubt¬ 
edly. 

You  are  fortified  in  the  propriety  of  eivin? 
that  consent?— Certainly.  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Do  you  know,  in  fact,  whether  the  surplus 
was,  after  the  payment  of  the  incumbrances 
upon  this  estate  of  Mr.  Bryant,  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  creditors  ?— I  wish  I  could  answer 
you  in  the  affirinative :  I  should  be  10,5001. 
With  the  interest,  in  my  pocket. 

Whatever  authority  you  had  from  Mr. 
Rryant,  you  had  it  in  writing?— I  conceive  I 
had  it  m  writing  by  virtue  of  the  trust-deed. 

1  am  speaking  of  authority  given  to  you 
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by  Mr.  Bryant,  previous  to  the  execution  of 
any  deed  from  him  to  you  ? — None. 

Then  ail  yx)u  did,  whatever  it  was,  was  as: 
trustee  in  execution  of  his  trust-deed  •  ■  ■  With 
the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Bryant  j  because,  at. 
the  moment  1  put  up  the  premises,  he  was  sit¬ 
ting  in  the  front  room  in  the  house,  while  I 
went  to  look  at  the  premises,  and  immediately 
after  Mr.  Milne  was  declared  the  best  bidder. 
We  adjourned  to  let  him  know  it,  Mr.  Bryant, 
Mr.  Heapy,  Mr.  Leake,  and  myself. 

What  you  did,  was  it  done  by  you  as  a 
trustee  in  execution  of  your  trust  under  that 
deed,  be  it  whatever  it  may  ? — I  conceived  I 
was  fully  authorized  so  to  do. 

You  did  not  do  any  thing  distinct  from  that 
in  your  character  as  auctioneer  ?  I  don  t 
know  that  it  will  require  a  discrimination.  It 
was  my  duty,  and  it  was  my  inteiest  to  obtain 
the  utmost,  because  I  had  a  very  large  stake 
upon  the  property  :  but  abstracted  fiom  that, 
it  is  my  kno^n  character  that  every  nerve  of 
me  is  exert^  to  promote  the  interest  of  my 
employers.  ^ 

perfect  recollection,.  I  dare  say, 
of  wbatev:er  sale  you  made  ? — I  think  I  have. 

Do  you  remember  conveying  to  those  ven¬ 
dees,  as  a  trustee  under  that  sale,  and  execut¬ 
ing  of  course  some  regular  conveyance  to 
those  persons  ? — No;  I  have  not  executed  any 
conveyance :  the  matter  has  been  in  contest 
ever  since.  I  have  executed  a  memorandum 
of  sale,  a  legal  article  on  a  stamp  to  Colone^l 
Wood,  and  as  the  acting  trustee  under  the 
direction  of  the  Treasury,  and  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  Mr.  Paul  l^nlieid,  his  assignees,  hit 
trustees,  and  as  acting  trustee  for  William 
Bryant,  I  did  sell,  for  tlie  sum  of  3^,0Q0L,  the 
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the  whole  consolidated  property  belonging  to 
these  two  gentlemen  in  the  borough  of  Shafts- 
bury,  and  I  received  a  deposit  accordingly. 
Colonel  Wood  has  frequently  culled  upon  me 
to  execute  the  conveyance,  and  desired  that  I 
would  prevail  upon  Mr.  Bryant  to  join  as  the 
principal,  though  he  had  conveyed.  I  could 
not  compel  Mr.  Bryant  to  join  ;  that  being 
the  case,  there  the  matter  rested. 

You  don't  recollect  the  date  of  this  deed  I 
suppose  ? — I  do  not. 

From  that  time  to  this  have  you,  as  trustee, 
ever  received  a  single  shilling  of  rent? — No  ; 
I  have  not.  Lest  the  Committee  should  think 
I  have  not  done  my  duty  in  not  receiving  rents 
and  profits,  it  was  for  the  best  reasons  in  the 
world.  I  conceive  that  the  spirit  of  the  pro- 
perty,  and  not  the  substance,  was  the  object. 

Have  you  had  any  warrant  served  upon  you 
to  produce  the  deed? — Yes;  I  received  one 
^sterday. 

An  order  of  the  House  ? — Yes. 

% 

Ch  arles  Wilson  culled  in  again. 

You  told  the  Committee,  i  think,  that  Mr. 
Dunn  had  sent  the  deed  by  you  ;  btit  that  you 
doubted  the  authority  to  produce  iTf — yi 

You  have  it  1  have  it  here.", 

Mr.  Christie,  one  of  the  trusteed,  desires  you 
to  produce  it  '^— Mr.  Bryant  desires  I  will  not. 

The  production  of  the  deed  objected  to.— 
Tire  Committee  cleared. 

The  Committee  resolved,  that  the  witness  be 
ordered  to  produce  the  deed  in  question. -^The 
deed  was  accordingly  pro^kic*ed. 
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William  Leake  called  in  and  sworn. 

You  was  solicitor,  I  believe,  to  some  trus¬ 
tees  of  Mr.  William  Bryant? — I  was. 

Did  you  prepare  the  trust  deed  ?— 1  did. 

Be  so  good  as  to  open  it,  and  see  if  that  is 
the  deed  that  you  so  prepared  ?--It  is. 

Whose  signatures  are  these  ? — Several.  1  he 
signature  of  Vi^illiam  Bryant,  and  Charlotte 
his  wife,  John  Griffith,  Charles  Charnock,  and 

L.  J.  Ostell.  ,  Tiyr  1  1 

What  were  these  two  ? — My  clerks. 

Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  those  two 
persons?— I  have  heard  they  died  about  a 
twelvemonth  ago. 

Were  you  in  the  room  at  the  time  it  was 

executed  ? — I  was.  ,  .  ,  r 

Tell  us  from  the  deed,  what  is  the  nature  or 

the  conveyance  i  was  it  executed  by  M!r. 
Bryant  ? — ^Yes. 

Read  that  part  of  it  which  conveys  the 
estate  ? 

[The  question  objected  to.]  ,  , ,  ^ 

Did  you  hear  that  they  were  dead  ? — One 
left  my  service  on  account  of  the  dangeious  ^ 
state  of  health  in  which  he  was  i  the  other 
died  shortly  after.  I  had  occasion  to  make 
enquiries  alter  them  upon  other  matters. 

What  reason  have  you  to  suppose  they  are 
(jead? — In  the  course  of  my  professional  prac¬ 
tice,  it  was  frequently  rendered  necessary  to  en¬ 
quire  whether  they  were  alive  or  dead  at  that 
time  ;  other  clerks  th.vt  I  had  enquired  j  I  did 
not  enquire  myself:  but  I  was  perlectly  satis¬ 
fied  they  were  dead  from  the  best  evidence  1 
could  collect,  not  for  this  purpose  but  for 
other  purposes,  five  or  six  years  qgo.  One 
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died  in  St.  Sepulchre's.  Charnock  was  my 
managing  clerk  ;  the  other  was  a  mere  writer. 

As  a  professional  man,  should  you  have 
thought  yourself  justified  in  acting  as  if  they 
were  dead  ? — Certainly. 

AVhich  was  your  managing  clerk? — Char¬ 
nock. 

AAhis  he  dangerousl}^  ill  ? — Yes.  He  had  not 
closed  his  book's.  He  left  a  little  balance  upon 
them  to  this  hour. 

You  understand,  by  representation,  they,  are 
both  dead.? — Yes. 

AYilliam  Hampton  called  in  and  stcorn. 

Do  you  know  Lewis  John  Ortell  ? — Yes. 

Is  he  living  ?— To  the  best  of  my  belief  he 
is  living.  lie  was  ^^esterday,  for  1  saw  him. 

How  do  you  know  it  is  the  same  man? — I 
can  almost  swear  to  the  handwriting;  and  i 
have  heard  him  say  he  was  clerk  to  Mr.  Leake. 
I  can  tell' you  where  he  is  to  be  found  ;  he  is 
at  present  clerk  to  Mr.  Farlow,  stationer,  in 
Mitre  Court,  Fleet  Street. 

[A  bill  and  decree  in  the  court  of  chancery 
produced.] 

James  Ceossfield  called  in  and  Hn  ovn, 

What  are  you.^ — A  solicitor. 

State  who  were  the  parties  to  that  bill  ? — 
The  assignees  of  Mr.  Ileapy,  a  bankrupt,  Wil¬ 
liam  Griffiths  and  James  Christie,  Lord  Rom- 
ney,  Timothy  Tyrrell,  William  Bryant,  James 
Alills,  and  Paul  Benfield. 

Mr,  Piggott,  It  was  a  bill  filed  by  the  as¬ 
signees  of  Heapy,  creditors  of  Mr,  Bryant, 
and  consequently  had  an  interest  in  having 
these  estates  sold,  which  had  been  conveyed 
for  the  payment  of  Mr.  Bryant's  creditors, 

s 
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Mr.  Heapy  became  bankrupt,  the  assignees 
bled  a  bill,  and  the  object  of  the  suit  was  to 
compel  the  contract  which  the  trustees  had 
entered  into  with  Mr.  Mills,  which  Mr.  Mills 
had  assigned  over  to  Mr.  Benfield  to  have  that 
contract  carried  into  execution.  Mr.  Bryant 
was  a  party  to  the  bill;  it  came  on  at  the  Rolls, 
and  I  was  of  course  in  it. 

[The  Committee  cleared.] 

The  Committee  determined  that  the  decree 
should  be  given  in  evidence. 

Are  you  a  solicitor? — Yes. 

For  one  of  the  parties  in  that  proceeding  in 
equity  ? — jNeither. 

You  arc  in  any  office  in  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 


cery  ? — INo. 

Then,  1  presume,  the  papers  you  produce 
are  examined  copies  ? — Yes. 

Examined  by  yourself? — ^Yes. 

AVith  the  rolls  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  ? — 
No;  in  the  report  office.  They  are  kept 
there. 

Are  the  papers  you  produce  under  regular 
stamps  ? — Yes. 

All  you  did,  was  to  examine  one  with  the 
other? — Yes. 

It  does  not  come  to  3’our  knowledge  whether 
that  decree  has  been  inrolled  or  not.? — No,  I 
dont  know  that. 

« 

In  wd)at  you  examined,  wms  there  any  ap¬ 
pearance  against  the  decree  passing? — No,  it 
did  not  appear,  the  decree  is  dated  in  1798. 

When  did  you  take  the  copy? — I  took  the 
copy  this  morning. 

And  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  ca¬ 
veat? — None. 


[The  decree  read]. 
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[The  conveyance  reacl,  dated  22d  Novem¬ 
ber,  1791*,  between  William  Bryant,  and 
Chaidotte  his  wife  ;  on  the  first  part,  Timothv 
Tyr  rell.  Esq.  (a  trustee  of  the  legal  estate  of 
freehold,  or  inheritance,  named  by  the  said 
William  Bryant,  on  his  purchase  of  part  of* 
the  hereditaments  intended  herein-after  to  be 
released);  of  the  second  part  Sam.  Duplock 
a  trustee  of  the  legal  estate  of  freehold,  or  in¬ 
heritance  of  the  said  William  Bryant,  on  his 
purchase  of  other  parts  of  the  hereditaments 
intended  herein  after  to  be  released;  of  the 
third  part,  Thomas  Griffith,  a  judgment  cre¬ 
ditor  of  the  said  William  Bryant;  of  the 
fourth  part,  Humphry  Burr,  another  judg¬ 
ment  creditor  of  the  said  William  Bryant ; 
of  the  fifth  part,  John  Heapy,  a  mortgage 
creditor  of  the  said  William  Bryant;  of  the 
sixth  part,  James  Christie,  a  mortgage  credi¬ 
tor  of  the  said  William  Bryant;  of  the  seventh 
part,  Thomas  Jones,  a  trustee  for  the  said 
John  Heapy,  and  also  James  Christie  ;  of  the 
eighth  part,  William  Leake,  a  creditor  of  the 
said  William  Bryant;  of  the  ninth  part,  the 
said  John  Heapy,  James  Christie,  Humphry 
Burr,  and  the  several  other  persons  named  in 
the  second  schedule,  herein  under  wiitten 
creditors  of  the  said  William  Bryant;  of  the 
tenth  part,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Lord  Rom¬ 
ney,  one  of  the  creditors  of  the  said  William 
Bryant  named  in  the  second  schedule,  the 
laid  James  Christie,  and  the  rest  of  the  said 
creditors  of  the  eleventh  part;  and  John 
Carrick  of  the  twelfth  part  (he  is  not  described.) 

The  granting  part  of  the  deed  read. 

Mr.  PiggoiL — The  trusts  are  to  sell  for  the 
payment  of  his  creditors,  and  after  they  are 
paid,  there  is  a  trust  for  the  surplus.-^Mr. 
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Piggott  called  upon  Mr.  Serjeant  Kunnington 
to  produce  Mr.  Jeffery’s  criminal  deed  of  qua¬ 
lification^  according  to  notice^  which  was  re¬ 
fused. 

*  Charles  Smith  called  in  and  szcorn. 

Where  do  you  live.? — At  No.  172_,  in  the 
Strand. 

In  what  situation  of  life  are  you.? — I  am  a 
stationer. 

Do  you  recollect  witnessing  any  deed  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  William  Bryant  and  Mr.  Natha¬ 
niel  Jeffery’s? — Yes. 

At  what  time  of  year^  month,  and  dayof  the 
month? — It  was  last  year,  I  cannot  speak  of 
the  day  of  the  month. 

What  month  was  it  in.? — To  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  it  was  the  day  on  which  the  Par¬ 
liament  was  dissolved. 

Where  was  it? — At  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern  in  the  Strand. 

Did  you  draw  the  deed.? — No.  • 

.Did  you  ingross  it.? — I  did  not. 

Did  you  witness  it.? — Yes. 

You  saw  it  executed?  I  saw  the  signature 
of  Mr.  Jeffery’s  and  Mr.  Bryant,  I  saw  them 
write  their  names. 

How  did  it  happen  that  you  witnessed  it? — 
I  w’as  sent  for  by  Mr.  Jeffery’s  while  I  wuis  in 
my  shop  ;  a  person  came  to  me  from  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  from  Mr.  Jeffery’s,  I 
went,  and  he  asked  me  to  witness  his  signa¬ 
ture. 

And  upon  that  you  witnessed  it? — Yes. 

Was  any  other  witness  present .? — ^Th ere  was 
‘a  gentleman  there,  I  don’t  know  who  he  was. 
Did  he  sign  his  name.? — ^To  the  best  of  my 
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my  knowledge  lie  did  not,  he  wrote  the  word 
(i  Witness. 

Kecollect  yourself,  and  tell  me  who  that 
gentlemaa  was? — 1  have  no  knoledge  of  him 

cito  VO  r«  « 

Ilow  did  it  happen  that  he  did  not  also  sign 

his  name  as  a  witness  ? — I  do  not  know. 

Did  you  see  any  other  paper  or  instrument 
signed  besides  the  deed?  iwo  deeds,  1  saw 

two  signatnres.  ,  -r.  »  ^ 

That  is  Mr.  Jefferys’s  and  Mr.  Bryants.? — 
Yes,  I  understood  it  to  be  a  deed  and  bond. 

X)id  you  sign  your  name  as  a  witness  twice  ? 
Yes. 

To  two  instruments  ? — Yes.  ^ 

Mr.  Bryant  signed  one,  and  Mr.  Jeffery  s 
the  other? — Yes. 

You  did  not  see  any  money  pass?— iNo. 

And  there  was  no  other  witness  to  either  Of 

the  instrument  besides  yourself  ?  No. 

And  you  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
previous  preparation  of  the  instruments?— No^ 
1  only  saw  them  signed. 

Do  vou  know  who  drew  these  instruments  r 

—No.*'  ^ 

Do  YOU  know  the  contents  of  them?'— IS o. 
You  were  told  nothing  at  all  about  what 
was  in  them  ? — No. 

Nor  the  cause  of  their  being  executed  ?— No, 
Upon  having  seen  them  so  executed  you 
wentuway? — -t  did. 

It  was  the  day  Parliament  was  dissolved? — 
That  was  the  day  to  the  best  of  my  recollec¬ 


tion. 


You  say  there  was  no  other  person  signed 
the  deed  as  the  second  witness  but  yourself?  — 
Yes. 
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Mr.  PiGOT  Simmoned  7ip. — Mr.  Serjeant 
Runnington. 

James  Christie  called  in 

O 

Have  yon  executed  no  conveyance  or  trust 
deed  to  any  body  of  tins  property? — I  have  not. 

Have  you  received  any  rent? — No. 

Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge^  whe- 
tnei  Lord  Romney  or  Mr.  Heapy  the  other 
tiiistee  have  ever  received  any  rent  from  any 
of  the  tenants.?— Upon  my  word  I  should 
lather  suppose  not^  but  I  can’t  take  upon  me  to 
say,  I  can’t  swear  that  they  did  or  did  not. 

Did  any  ol  the  tenants,  and  if  an^g  recollect 
the  names  of  them,  attorn  to  you  or  any 
of  the  trustees.? — I  belie’  e  I  mentioned  before 
that  Mr.  Heapy  took  upon  him  as  the  actino* 
trustee,  and  he  assured  Lord  Romney  and  my^ 
self  that  we  should  have  no  trouble ;  and 
therefore  I  took  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Leake, 
who  acted  for  the  trustees,  took  care  to 
have  the  proper  steps  taken  ;  but  in  the  first 
Stage  of  the  business  I  did  not  act  at  all,  nor 
did  I  act  till  Mr.  Heapy  quitted  the  country. 

The  first  deed  bears  date  in  the  year  1794, 
after  1794  you  was  in  the  habit  of  cor¬ 
responding  with  Mr.  Bryant  .?— Certainly. 

Trorn  that  time  1  believe  down  to  the  pie- 
sent  moment,  more  or  less  ; — And  he  was  with 
me  a  sliort  time  before  I  w'cnt  out  of  town. 

Look  at  that  letter,  it  bears  no  date,  but  by 
the  post  mark  it  seems  to  be  a  letter  in  the 
year  1799  ? — It  is  certainly  my  writing. 

Addressed  by  you  to  Mr.  Bryant .?— Yes. 

At  this  time  in  the  year  1799,  was  not  Mr, 
Bryant  himself  in  possession  of  all  the  property 
at  Shaftesbury  ? — No,  certainly  he  was  not. 
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In  this  letter,  I  see  in  one  part  of  it  you 
write  to  Mr.  Bryant  that  yon  tiiiiik  it  ])roper  a 
person  therein  named  should  be  appointed 
receiver  of  the  estate? — Mr.  Ranger  was 
agent  for  Lord  Arnndcl,  and  I  knew  liini 
to  be  a  man  of  honor;  but  as  the  property 
had  been  very  much  neglected,  and  as  the  mat¬ 
ters  had  come  under  my  directions,  1  wished 
it  might  get  into  the  hands  of  such  a  man 
as  Mr.  Ranger.  I  knew  I  was  taking  upon 
myself  responsibility,  and  1  was  sure  1  could 
be  e(|ualiy  responsible  for  him.  Mr.  Moody 
had  been  the  agent,  and  I  believe  had 
received  rents  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bryant,  but 
had  never  brought  any  of  It  to  account;  tliere- 
fore  I  wished  that  Mr.  Ranger  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed.  At  the  same  time  I  conceived  that  I 
had  full  powers  to  appoint  him  ;  but  1  wanted 
by  no  means  to  hurt  tiic  feelings  of  any  man, 
and  I  wished  to  have  the  concurrence  of  all 
parties. 

Has  he  received  rent  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Bryant? — Originally  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bryant, 
and  I  believe  afterwards  some  rents  for  the 
trustees,  but  never  accounted. 

In  that  letter  you  mention  a  wash  for  that 
gentleman  to  be  appointed  a  receiver  ? — I  did. 

Now  as  I  cannot  tell  what  tiie  term  estates’^ 
relates  to,  jiermit  me  to  ask  what  estates  it  does 
allude  to? — To  the  property  in  the  Borough  of 
Bhaftesbury. 

At  the  time  you  wrote  this  letter,  we  cannot 
but  conclude  you  thought  it  right,  upon  your 
part,  to  apply  to  Mr.  Bryant  to  get  his  consent 
to  have  a  receiver  appointed .? — 'I’licre  had  been 
a  receiver  appointed  by  himself,  Mr.  Moody, 
who  was  aftei wards  continued  hy  Mr.  Heapy; 
he  continued  in  the  receipt  of  it  for  some  years. 
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Aiid  wlioii  1  wrote  to  him  to  render  me  an  ac¬ 
count,  I  could  get  no  account:  he  said  he  had 
sent  up  one  account^  and  could  not  make  out 
another,  i  wislied  to  put  the  aliair  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Ranger  as  a  man  of  honor,  and 
1  certainly  wished  to  liave  the  concurrence  of 
Mr.  Bryant;  and  my  reason  was  a  very  clear 
one,  bccujuse  I  was  determined  whenever  my 
trust  should  cease,  that  if  Mr.  Bryant  had 
complained  of  my  conduct  by  a  bill  in  Chan¬ 
cery,  1  would  have  a  warrant  under  his  hand 
for  what  1  did. 

You  have  already  said,  if  I  took  you  right, 
that  in  1799,  Bryant  was  not  in  possession? 
— He  certainly  was  not.  As  a  man  of  business 
.1  was  not  capable  of  judging  bow  far  the  trust 
deed  was  a  legal  one;  and  therefore  as  a  pro¬ 
fessional  gentleman  had  been  paid  for  pre¬ 
paring  it,  I  conch  ded  be  had  taken  the 
opinion  of  counsel  and  conveyancers  to  have 
it  done  properly,  and  tlieie  1  concluded  he 
had  given  us  full  pcv.cr  to  sell. 

Mr.  Heapy  whom  yen  b.avc  named  as  one 
of  the  trustees,  1  bebeve  afterwards  absconded? 
—Yes  he  did. 

Do  3'ou  happen  to  know  where  Mr.  Bryant 
has  resided  for  the  last  two  or  tlivee  years? — 1 
lament  to  say  not  in  tlie  most  comfortable 
situation. 

Wliere? — It  is  understcod,  I  presume,  by 
those  before  whom  I  am  speaking — if  you 
conceive  I  am  bound  to  answer  it  I  will.  Chair¬ 
man — certainlv.  He  is  in  the  Fleet  Prison. 

Was  he  there  before  June,  1802? — Cer¬ 
tainly. 

H  as  he  been  there  ever  since  as  far  as  you 
know — I  presume  so. 

Some  questions  have  been  asked  you  re- 
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spectiiig  a  letter — the  deed  we  have  heard  read^ 
and  therefore  1  have  a  right  to  remind  you  it 
conveys  other  estates  besides  those  at  Slialtes- 
bury  ? — -Yes. 

The  receiver  was  intended  for  all  the  estates 
which  were  so  conve3"cd? — '[’here  is  a  small 
estate  in  Surr\%  and  a  small  one  in  Sussex. 

Therefore  the  authority  of  the  receiver 
would  have  gone  over  all  those  estates? — ISlot 
that  receiver,  onl^^  the  estates  at  Shaftesbury. 

Do  you  know  the  incumbrances  on  the 
estates? — I  do  not  know  specifically^  I  only 
thought  they  Avere  not  much  worth  my  inquir¬ 
ing  into. 

You  have  seen  Mr.  Bryant  lately^,  before 
left. town  five  or  six  Aveeks  ago? — \  es. 

On  what  occasion  did  you  happen  to  see 
I'lim^  Avas  it  referrable  to  an\"  of  the  estates  Amu 
are  noAV  speaking  of? 

One  of  the  Committee.  We  cannot  hear 
AAdiat  Mr.  Bryant  said. 

Who  is  npw  in  possession  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  that  estate? — I  believe  it  is  a  difficult 
thing  to  say.  Colonel  Wood  Avas  the  pur¬ 
chaser;  in  consequence  of  having  closed  the 
treaty  on  the  part  of  the  treasury  for  Mr.  Ben- 
field’s  pai%  as  Avell  as  that  of  Mr.  Bryant_,  I 
gave  him  an  order  to  request  that  all  the  tenants 
Avould  attorn  to  him,  and  in  consequence  of 
])eing  a  little  too  hasty  in  endeavouring  to  get 
those  rents  I  am  afraid - 

Do  you  know  who  the  tenants  pa}^  their  rents 
to,  or  if  they  pay  any  ? — I  believe  Mr.  White 
the  Solicitor  for  the  Treasury,  did  receive  some 
of  the  rents  of  the  other  parts ;  but  Avith  re¬ 
spect  to  Mr.  Bryant’s  part  they  made  attorn¬ 
ment  to  me,  and  therefore  no  person  could  re- 
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ceive  them  but  me_,  or  some  person  authorized 
by  me. 

Do  the  tenants  pay  rent  to  any  body  ? — I  am 
atraid  they  do. 

Do  they  pay  Mr.  Bryant  any  part.? — T  do 
not  believe  Mr.  Bryant  ever  did  receive  but  a 
very  small  sum  from  it. 

Adjourned. 


February  1803. 

Francis  Dickins,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  heard  Counsel  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Jefferys,  the  sitting  member,  and  after 
also  hearing  Counsel  on  both  sides,  upon  the 
right  of  reply. 

Resolved,  That  no  reply  will  be  admitted  by 
the  Counsel  for-the  Petitioners,  the  Committee 
again  being  cleared. 

Resolved,  That  the  qualification  delivered  in 
by  Nathaniel  Jetferys,  Esq.  at  the  Table  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  is  not  such  as  is  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Statute  of  the  ^th  of  Ann, 
Chap.  5tii. 

[It  is  read.] 

Mr.  Vale  Whitwell  called  in  and  szcorn^ 

Have  you  brought  with  you  the  agreement 
of  the  respective  candidates  to  poll  by  tallies?' 
—Yes.  ,  ’ 

Put  it  in  the — Execution  of  the  Agreement 
admitted. 

You  were  under  Sheriff  of  Coventry  ?— No, 
I  am  one  of  the  Sheriffs. 

You  attended  the  whole  of  the  poll.?-— I  did- 
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You  were  assisted  by  a  learned  gentleman,  a 
counsel? — I  was,  ' 

Was  you  directed  bybim  astotlie  manner  of 
taking  the  votes,  and  the  judgment  you  would 
give  upon  them? — 1  was. 

The  oaths  of  bribery  were  administered  re¬ 
gularly? — Yes. 

W  as  the  whole  of  the  election  conducted  as 
it  ought  to  be  ? — It  was  conducted  with  the 
greatest  peace  and  order  beyond  any  former 
example,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 

The  pllo  was  in  truth  a  scrutiny  of  votes  ? 
— It  was. 

All  the  parish  officers  in  the  city  attended  I 
believe? — They  did. 

This  paper  is  signed  by  two  names;  were 
you  there  when  the  agreement  was  presented 
and  signed? — I  was  present,  but  did  not  see  it 
» 

Morris  was  the  counsel  I  believe  ? — Yes. 

Look  at  the^  outvoters/and  see  if  that  is  a  cor¬ 
rect  statement  of  the  number  of  in  votes,  and 
the  number  of  out  votes,  whether  it  is  generally 
correct  ^ — ^They  agree  exactly. 

Edward  Inge  called  in  and  sworn. 

Are  you  the  town  clerk  of  Coventry  — I  am. 

Have  you  brought  with  you  the  stamped  in- 
rolment  of  the  Freemen  of  Coventry  — I  have. 

Produce  it,  and  he  produces  also  the  minutes 
and  proceedings  of  the  counsel  of  Sir  Thomas 
White’s  charity  for  the  last  forty  years. 

There  was,  I  see,  by  the  copy  I  have,  15001. 
left  b}'^  Sir  Thomas  White? — Yes, 

That  was  afterwards  increased  to  a  much 
larger  sum,  and  was  subsequently  the  cause  of 
a  suit  of  Chancery  ? — It  was. 

The  decree  of  which  made  it  necessary  to 
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bavc  tlie  deed  drawn,  which  bears  date  the 
12i.h  and  13th  of  Feb.  1724?— It  was. 

That  deed  also  points  out  the  manner  of  dis¬ 
tribution  to  be  appointed  by  the  corporation, 
and  also  the  periods  at  which  those  distribu¬ 
tions  should  take  place,  that  is  the  }>urport  of 
the  deed  ? — It  is. 

Are  tliese  the  words  that  the  persons  to  liave 
the  same  should  be  yearl}^  elected,  and  chosen 
by  the  mayor  and  his  brethren  for  the  time 
being,  without  any  partiality  on  the  10th  day 
of  March,  or  within  a  quarter  of  a  year  after- 
w^ards  ? — Yes,  it  is  perfectly  correct. 

It  was  to  save  trouble  he  agreed  to  have 
extracts  made  of  facts  to  be  admitted. 

[The  Committee  cleared.] 

llesoived  that  the  electors  who  polled  for 
Nathaniel  Jefferys,  Esq.  may  be  permitted  to 
be  heard  by  themselves  or  counsel,  on  behalf 
of  their  right  to  vote  at  the  late  election  for 
the  city  of  Coventry. 

L.  J.  M.  Trist,  Esq.  called  in  and  srsorn. 

Do  you  remember  being  wdth  M.  Jeffery s  in 
August  last,  after  his  return  from  the  Coventry 
election  ? — I  do. 

Do  you  recollect  the  day  of  the  month.? — 
Perfectly  well  ? — ^The  13th  of  August. 

Do  3mu  recollect  also  the  conversation  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Coventry  election  ? — I  do 

Was  any  bod}"  else  in  company  besides  Mr.  . 
Jelferys  and  ^"ourself? — A  lady  and  a  gentle¬ 
man,  Mr.  Blogg  W'as  the  gentleman. 

State  that  conversation? — Being  immediately 
after  the  Covcntiy  election,  I  proposed  as  a 
toast,THECorvPoRATioN.  Mr.  Jelfeiys  replied, 
“  damn  them,  they  are  no  hiends  of  mine,  and 
not  w"orth  our  notice,  they  are  a  set  of  black' 
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guards  all  together,  and  there  is  not  a  gentle¬ 
man  amongst  them.  Mr.  Jefferys  expressed 
this  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  I  gave  the  coi]- 
versation  a  difterent  turn  ;  still  Mr.  Jeffery s 
persisted  to  explain.  He  said  that  upon  all 
late  occasions  he  had  stood  forth  their  cham¬ 
pion,  that  their  interest  had  been  hawked 
about  and  offered  to  every  body  that  would 
listen  to  it,  and  by  every  body  refused  ;  that  he 
was  then  called  upon,  and  sent  for  express, 
and  as  they  knew  Iiis  distressed  situation,  was 
very  much  surprised  when  he  got  to  Coventry, 
that  the  corporation  sent  him  a  message  by 
their  low'll  clerk,  Mr.  Inge,  to  say,  that  they 
would  not  proceed  with  their  interest  in  his 
favour  until  he  had  subscribed  loOOl.  or  guineas, 
the  same  as  Captain  Barlow  had  done.  Upon 
a  moment’s  reflection  he  requested  the  towm 
clerk  lo  ivith draw,. that  he  might  consult  with 
his  friend,  Mr.  Dickens,  as  to  the  path  he 
should  pursue.  Says  Mr.  Jeflerys,  1  know  I 
have  but  one  path  to  followg  aud  io  that  I  must 
submit,  because  it  w  as  better  to  be  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  than  in  prison  ;  how'ever,  for  the  sake  of 
appearances,  I  consulted  with  Mr.  Dickens, 
when  it  w^as  determined  that  IGOOl.  should  be 
offered  instead  ot  15001.  The  answer  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  sent  to  that  effect,  and  accepted  by 
the  corporation,  on  condition  that  the  money 
should  be  paid  down.  Mr.  Jeflerys  expressed 
upon  that  occasion  to  his  friend  Mr.  Dickens 
his  surprise,  not  being  in  the  least  prepared  for 
such  an  event ;  however,  they  agreed  together 
that  if  Mr.  Jeflerys  would  give  his  note  for 
5001.  in  favour  of  Mr.  Dickens,  and  the  qor-' 
poration  lake  his  responsibility  for  the  other 
5001.  that  he,  Mr.  Dickens,  w'oiild  procure 
the  5001.  mentioned.  The  corporation  did 
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accept  of  it,  and  JSIr.  Dickens  got  the 
nionev'  at  the  bankers,  Mr.  Wvatt’s.  He  then 
enumerated  some  furthcrexpence,  such  as400l. 
or  guineas,  for  the  half  of  his  chairing,  and 
3001.  for  his  travelling  expences,  ribbons,  and 
expences  at  the  inn,  &c.  and  200l.  which  the 
corporation  had  refused  paying  to  his  counsel, 
Mr.  Knowlys,  which  he  had  taken  upon  him¬ 
self  to  pay;  and  had  sent  a  note  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  to  that  amount  to  Coventry,  and  expected 
the  money  on  his  return  to  London  ;  that  Avas 
the  whole  that  passed,  relative  to  the  expences 
of  the  election. 

Do  you  remember  any  further  conversation 
as  to  their  behaviour  to  hiiii;  or  his  to  them,  or 
any  resolution  he  told  3^)11  he  had  formed  ? — 
He  said  he  had  got  the  place  by  honour,  and 
would  now  shew  them  the  odd  trick. 

Was  M  r.  Dlogg  present  during  the  whole  of 
this  conversation? — Yes  he  was. 

Was  an}"  of  the  corporation  present  at  that 
time  ? — No,  nobod\"  present. 

Mr.  Blogg  was  not  one  of  the  corporation  ? 
— No. 

Mr.  Wm.  Blogg  galled  in  and  sreorn. 

What  are  you? — An  architect. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Jeffervs  and 
Mr.  Trist?— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  meeting  Mr.  Jeffervs  at 
Mr.  J’rist’s  house,  in  the  month  of  August 
last? — 1  do,  the  13th. 

Who  else  was  there  — j\Ir.  Trist  inA’self, 
and  i  believe  a  lady  at  the  table. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  of  anv  conversa¬ 
tion  that  passed  respecting  the  Coventry  elec¬ 
tion  — Yes. 

llelate  what  Mr.  Jefl'ervs  said,  as  near  as  vou 
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can  recollect? — After  clioncr  the  conversation 
turned  upon  the  Coventry  election^  and  Mr. 
Trist  pro})osed  a  bumper  toast  to  Air.  Jefferys’s 
friends^  the  corporation: — Mr.  Jefterys  im¬ 
mediately  said^  damn  them^  they  are  no  friends 
of  mine;  they  are  a  set  of  blackguards  alto- 
getheiy  there  is  not  a  gentleman  amongst 
them^  in  words  at  least  so  delicate  as  is  made 
use  of.  The  conversation  then  had  different 
turns.  Mr.  Jeffery’s  persisted  in  the  conversa- 
tion_,  and  told  us  that  having  stood  long  the 
champion  of  the  corporation^  and  fought  the 
battles  of  the -town  upon  all  occasions^  that  he 
expected  to  have  been  brought  in  for  nothing; 
instead  of  which,  when  he  got  to  Coventry, 
having  been  sent  for  express,  knowdng  his  dis¬ 
tressed  situation  as  they  did,  that  he  would 
have  been  brought  in  for  nothing,  and  w'as 
very  much  surprised. to  receive  a  message  from 
the  corporation,  through  the  medium  of  the 
town  clerk,  to  say  they  would  not  support  him 
unless  he  would  subscribe  and  pay  his  IjOOl. 
the  same  as  Captain  Barlow  had  done.  Air. 
Jeherys  said  he  was  very  much  alarmed  at 
that  knowing  his  inability,  and  requested  Air. 
Inge  to  leave  the  room,  that  he  might  consult 
his  friend  IVlr.  UicKens.  It  was  tlien  agreed 
between  Air.  Jefferys  and  Air.  Dickens,  to 
offer  the  corporation  lOOOl.  a  message  came 
from  the  corporation  saying  they  Avould  ac¬ 
cept  that  sum,  provided  the  money  was  paid  ; 
upon  this  Air.  Jefferys  said  he  did  not  know 
what  to  do,  it  was  aut  Ctesar  aut  Nullus;  Air. 
Dickens  then  said  he  would  procure  Air  Jef¬ 
fery’s  5001.  by  a  bill  payable  in  Air.  Dickens’s 
fa/oui,  which  he  would  get  from  some  bankers 
in  Coventry,  Woodcock  or  Wyatt,  I  cannot 
say  which,  provided  the  corporation  would 
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take  Mr.  Jefferys’s  responsibility  for  the  other^ 
which  1  understood  was  accepted. 

Did  Mr.  Jefferys  say  any  thing  with  respect 
to  the  general  expen ces  of  the  election  ? — I 
think  I  observed  to  him  at  that  time  it  cost  him 
but  lOOOl.  and  from  the  subscriptions  he  had 
from  different  friends,,  he  must  be  money  in 
pocket ;  it  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  de¬ 
fray  that. 

What  did  he  say  upon  that? — He  said  Iwas 
very  much  mistaken. 

You  made  that  observation  yourself? — He 
said  he  had  received  lOOl.  from  Sir  Robert 
Peele^  and  this  gentleman  and  that  gentleman, 
and  the  other  had  subscribed  ;  and  I  said  the 
subscription^would  more  than  defray  the  lOOOl. 
He  said  no,  that  it  cost  him  20001.  that  the 
1000  he  had  received  was  not  more  than  suf- 
ff  cierit  to  defray  the  common  expences  :  lOOOl. 
or  guineas  to  the  corporation,  and  4001.  his 
half  of  the  chairing,  200  guineas  his  counsel, 
Mr.  Knowlys,  300  guineas  his  travelling  ex- 
pences,  at  the  inn,  &.C.. 

Do  you  recollect  any  further  observations  ? 
— He  said  he  had  got  the  election  by  honour, 
and  now  he  would  shew  them  the  odd  trick. 

Did  he  explain  what  he  meant  by  that  ? — 
That  if  they  attempted  to  oppose  him  he  would 
set  them  together  by  the  ears.  That  the  cor¬ 
poration  had  acted  in  that  shameful  manner 
that  nobody  would  go  near  Coventry  again. 

Adjourned.. 


Ft h?' liar  1/ the  9,5th j  1803. 

Francis  Dickens_,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

John  Woodcock  called  in  and  sworn, 

Y  ou  are  I  understand  a  ])aiiker  at  Coventry  ? 

■ — I  am. 

In  partnership  with  Mr.  Little? — ^Yes. 

You  are  also  in  the  profession  of  the  law  I 
understand  ? — Y  es. 

You  are^  I  believe,  also  a  master  of  the 
Drapers  Company  ? — 1  was  in  July,  1802. 

To  your  own  knowledge,  did  any  com¬ 
munication  take  place  between  the  drapers 
company  and  the  corporation  of  Coveiitry_, 
relative  to  the  expected  election? — I  believe 
there  did  in  the  month  of  April,  but  1  was 
confined  to  my  bed. 

Of  your  own  knowledge  ? — I  cannot  say. 

To  your  knowledge  did  any  communication 
take  place  between  the  drapers  company  and 
the  corporation  of  Coventry,  relative  to  the  in¬ 
tended  election  ? — 1  most  certainly  believe 
there  did  ;  but  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  for 
six  weeks  w^ith  a  Rheumatic  fever :  people 
came  and  told  me,  but  i  never  attended  any 
meeting  wdiatever  of  the  drapers  company. 

Do  you  mean  that  any  body  w'ho  had  any 
authority  from  either  of  those  bodies  was  the 
person  ? — 1  cannot  tell. 

Had  you  as  the  master,  I  don’t  ask  you 
what  the  communication  was,  but  had  you  any 
communication  wdth  the  clerk  of  the  company  1 
— Question  objected  to. 

WTiile  Mr.  Woodcock  wms  confined  to  liis 
rcom^  whether  any  person  belonging  to  the 
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company  came  to  him  for  his  authority  re¬ 
specting  the  election,  as  master? — I  don’t  just 
understand  what  is  meant  by  authority;  the  clerk 
to  the  company  came  to  me,  Mr.  Troughton, 
mentioned  the  subject  of  the  election,  and  also, 
I  think,  but  I  will  not  be  positive,  whether  it 
was  not  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  company 
meeting  to  consider  of  the  solicitation  of  Sir 
llobert  Peele,  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate. 
I  believe  that  was  the  purport  of  the  conversa¬ 
tion. 

Be  so  good  as  mention  the  time? — I  think 
in  the  month  of  April  or  the  beginning  of  May, 
I  cannot  positively  say  wdiich. 

Last  year  ? — Yes. 

Were  any  similar  application  made  to  3^011, 
during  the  months  of  June  and  July?— Iv one 
at  all,  from  any  member  of  the  drapers  com¬ 
pany  :  I  have  no  memorandum  of  the  time, 
for  I  was  unable  to  write. 

How  soon  did  you  know  of  Captain  Barlow 
becoming  a  candidate  for  Coventry  ? — Captain 
Barlow,!  think,  on  the  Friday  evening  pre¬ 
ceding  the  commencement  of  the  poll,  which 
was  on  the  next  Friday,  called  upon  me  re¬ 
specting  the  representation  of  Coventr3^ 

What  day  of  the  month  ? — I  think  the 
second  day  of  July,  the  poll  commenced  on 
the  eighth,  and  this  was  the  Friday  preceding. 

It  was  the  first  intimation  you  had  of  Captain 
Barlow  becoming  a  candidate  ? — It  'was. 

Did  you  before  .that  know  any  application 
was  to  be  made  by  the  drapers  company  to 
Captain  Barlow  to  become  a  candidate  ? — I  did 
not. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  application  was 
made  to  Captain  Barlow,  from  any  other 
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quarter,  to  your  own  knowledge  ? — I  do  not,  I 
did  not  make  any  application. 

33o  you  know  whetiier  the  drapers  company 
co-operated  witii  the  corporation,  in  support 
ot  INir.  Barlow  and  i\]  r.  Jeli'erys  in  their  eiec- 
tion  ? — 1  most  certainly  believe  they  did. 

What  1  mean  by  co-operation  is,  that  the 
individual  members  of  each  body  exerted 
themselves  as  much  as  they  could  in  favour  of 
Captain  Barlow  and  iVlr.  Jefferys? — I  knew  of 
no  communication  between  the  two  bodies. 

\  ou  perhaps  don’t  know  of  any  agreement 
being  entered  into,  verbal  or  otherwise,  be¬ 
tween  tlie  drapers  company  and  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  respecting  the  election? — None  that  I 
know. 

Were  any  subscriptions  entered  into  for  the 
purpose  of  the  election  ? — 1  believe  there  were.. 

Were  those  subscriptions  received  at  your 
banking  house,  of  your  own  knowledge?  —I 
never  would  have  any  banking  election  ac- 
‘  count;  as  to  subscriptions  I  wish  you 
would  let  me  understand  wliatyou  mean,  whe¬ 
ther  you  mean  the  individual  subscriptions  in. 
the  town,  or  whether  you  mean  the  money 
which  the  candidates  were  willing  and  did; 
advance  themselves.  1  paid  a  subscription 
myself. 

Did  you  receive  any  subscriptions  at'  your 
house? — No,  as  a  banker  I  did  not. 

Did  you  receive  any  subscriptions  ? — There 
was  paid  into  my  hands  five  hundred  pounds 
by  Mr.  Dickens. 

What  is  Mr.  Dickens? — He  is  an  attorney 
in  Coventry. 

On  wdiosc  account? — I  imagined  it  to  be  on 
account  of  Mr.  Jefierys,  but  he  did  not  say  so. 

What  passed  then  to  inform  you  it  was  from 
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IMr.  JefforyS;,  wbcn  the  money  was  paid? — rie 
did  not  say  it  was  iVom  Mr.  Jeffeiys^  1  believed 
it  to  come  from  liim.  When  Mr.  Dickens 
brought  it,  he  said  here  is  500l.  I  imagined  it 
was  Mr.  JefFcrys’s.  1  would  open  no  account 
whatsoever  respecting  the  election  ;  if  you 
chuse  to  leave  it  liere,  f  will  put  it  in  a  purse 
and  lay  it  by,  subject  to  call  of  those  gentle¬ 
men  who  shall  conduct  the  election.  1  did 
put  it  by  ;  I  understood  it  to  be  election  money. 

Was^hat  oOOl.  the  only  sum  you  received 
for  the  purpose,  in  your  own  understanding  of 
the  election,  to  your  knowledge  ? — 1  discounted 
as  a  banker  two  bills  for  Captain  Barlow. 

At  the  same,  or  different  times  One  on  the 
ICth  of  July  i  believe. 

Refers  to  a  memorandum  on  Monday  the 
12tli  July  for  lOOOl. — The  2d  was  on  the 
23d,  of  July  for  3001.  after  the  election  w^as 
over. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  those  v.ere  for 
the  same  purpo^ie  as  the  300l.  paid  for  Mr. 
Jeffery’s? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Do  you  know  it  ? — i  discounted  the  bills  as 
a  banker;  I  believe  they  were  afterwards  ap¬ 
plied  to  election  purposes. 

Do  you  know  that  they  wmre  so  applied  ? — 
I  cannot  say  as  to  the  application. 

When  did  tiie  election  end? — It  began  the 

O 

eiglith,  and  ended  on  the  sixteenth  or  seveu- 
tenth. 

Do  I  understand  you  that  they  were  or  were 
not  applied  for  the  purposes  of  the  election,  or 
to  the  use  of  those  gentlemen  who  conducted 
it? — I  believe  it  was  for  the  purposes  of  the 
.election.  , 

Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? — 1  have  nsO 
doubt  about  it. 
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I  understand  you  are  in  the  profession  of  the- 
law. — Yes. 

You  must  know  the  difference  between 
knowledge  and  belief? — 1  do  certainly  know 
that  money  was  applied  for  election  purposes 
and  for  the  chairing. 

Were  there  any  other  sums  of  money  paid 
into  yoc.r  house,  by  any  other  body  or  indivi¬ 
dual  for  that  purpose  ? — 1  paid  my  own  sub¬ 
scription  to  the  same  fund,  1  mean  for  the 
same  pu 

How, 

—Yes. 

'  Do  you  recollect  any  other  ? — I  believe  there 
was  one  other  sum  paid,  and  that  sum  1  be¬ 
lieve  came  from  the  corporation. 

Have  you  any  doubt  about  that  fact  ? — -I  can 
have  none. 

May  I  ask  you  the  amount  of  that  sum  ? — 
5001. 

Do  you  recollect  any  other  sum  .from  any 
other  body  ? — No. 

Was  there  any  money  paid  in  by  the  drapers 
company  on  that  account  ? — Not  a  sliilling, 
they  are  too  poor  to  subscribe  a  sixpence. 

What  sum  did  you  individual!}^  pay  ? — ^The 
subscription  of  myself  and  a  friend  amounted 
to  5001. 

Have  you  any  objection  to  tell  me  the  name 
of  that  friend  ? — If  the  Committee  insists  upon 
it,  otherwise  1  should  wish  not. 

1  should  wish  you,  to  do  it  if  you  have  no 
particular  objecdon  ? — It  is  certainly  out  of  my 
pocket. 

The  drapers  company  paid  nothing.? — Not-a 
farthing. 

And  you  tell  us,  though  a  friend  was  to  pay 


poses. 

individually  from  your  own  pocket? 
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ii  part  of  tliat  500].  yet  that  sura  is  out  of  your 
pocket  r — Yes^  it  was  ray  friend  Mr.  Little. 

Mr.  Little,  your  partner,  tlien  was  the  only 
person  you  expected  to  reniunerate  vou  any 
part  of  that  oOOl.  ?— Exactly. 

Is  Mr.  Little  a  ineniber  of  the  drapers  com¬ 
pany,  of  which  you  was  the  master  r — He  is, 
but  he  did  not,  nor  1,  in  the  light  of  the  drapers 
company  sid:)scrihe  that  money;  1  subscribed 
it  as  he  did,  individually.  The  drapers  com¬ 
pany  owe  me  money  now,  as  Mr.  Bird  knows.. 

in  the  situation  in  which  you  stood  at  that 
time,  was  it  usual  for  you  to  advance  money 
for  them  upon  any  emergency  — I  wish  the 
coniraittee  to  understand,  1  have  not  directly, 
or  indirecthg  for  the  purposes  of  the  election 
advanced  a  guinea  for  the  drapers  corapanv’’. 
As  a  company  1  have  cej’tainly  advanced  se¬ 
veral  sums  of  money,  no  doubt  of  it,  not  mv- 
self  alone,  1  mean  me  and  ray  partner. 

If  1  understand  you,  you  just  now  said  nei- 
tliei  you  or  your  partner,  directly  or  indirectly, 
<idvanced  any  money  tor  tlie  drapers  corapanv, 
fo^he  purposes  of  the  election  as  a  company  f 

M^hat  do  3’ou  mean  by  that.^ — I  understood 
the  fti)ft  of  your  question  to  be,  that  myself 
and  my  [)artner  had  advanced  money  on  ac- 
countof  the  election, — wiiat  we  advanced  was 
individually. 

The  5001.  the  last  sura  paid  in  by  Captaiji 

Bariow,  was  after  the  election.? _ Yes. 

Do  you  l\iippei]  to  know  whether  the  members 
of  the  drapers  company  canvassed  for  Captain 

p«low  and  Mr.  Jefi'ery’s?— 1  have  no  doubt 
but  what  they  did. 

']  hey  were  understood  as  joint  interests,  I  be- 
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lieve  by  you  ? — I  don’t  know,  their  address  ap¬ 
peared  separate  :  Inever  saw  M  r.  Jederys  at  all, 
till  he  joined  Ca})tain  Barlow  and  luyseirand 
some  other  friends,  going  to  the  booth  themorn- 
ing  the  poll  began. 

They  canvassed  separate,  and  they  adver¬ 
tised  separate? — ^There  was  no  public  canvass 
at  all ;  tliey  advertised  in  the  Coventry  paper 
upon  the  Sunday.  Mr.  Jetlerys  arrived  the 
Saturday  before,  I  saw^  him  in  his  carriage  from 
my  parlour  window^,  and  I  did  not  see  him  at 
all  till  I  saw^  him  going  to  the  hair  on  the 
Monday  morning. 

Then  [  am  to  understand  they  stood  sepa¬ 
rately,  and  not  on  the  same  joint  interest? — 

What  the  gentlemen  themselves  meant,  I 
cannot  tell,  but  the  united  interest  of  both 
parties  w-ere  exerted  in  their  favor. 

j)o  you  mean  the  united  interest  of  the 
drapers  eompany  and  the  corporation? — They 
both  exerted  themselves  certainly,  in  favour  of 
Captain  Barlow'  and  Mr.  Jefiery’s. 

The  money  vou  have  alreadv  stated,  was 
paid  for  election  purposes,  1  wash  to  know 
how^  it  w^as  appropriated  and  to  w  hom  paid  ? — , 
I  have  no  account  of  the  application  of  that 
money  at  all. 

To  whom  did  it  go  from  your  hands? — I 
cannot  say. 

You  had  a  notice  to  produce  your  books  ? — 
Yes,  but  I  had  no  account  of  them,  except  of 
the  bills  discounted. 

]  ask  you  how  that  money  w'as  appropriated 
which  you  received  for  election  purposes,  you 
have  no  memorandum  and  you  don’t  know 
wdiat  became  of  it? — I  have  no  memorandum, 
that  money  w'as  paid  in  a  purse.  Those  gen¬ 
tlemen  wdio  had  the  conducting  of  the  election 
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for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  JelFerys  had  access 
to  that  purse ;  when  they  took  any  out  they 
put  a  memorandum  in  tlie  })urse:>when  the 
election  was  over  1  sent  the  memorandums  and 
the  purse  to  some  o  f  the  gentlemen,,  they  found 
and  there ended.  .  .V 

Then  you  know^  so  much  of  the  disposition 
of  it? — Ido,  I  believe  it  was  applied  for  the 
purposes  of  the  election. 

In  whose  custody  was  that  purse  till  it  w  as 
emptied  ?  I  don’t  know  that  the  purse  is  empty 
now.  The  purse  lay  in  a  drawer  in  my  house. 

It  was  ill  your  custody  ? — Yes. 

You  say  when  the  election  was  over  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  examined  it,  and  found  it  w'as  right  _ 

I  sent  it  to  some  of  the  gentlemen  that  had  the 
management  of  the  election. 

Bo  yon  recollect  to  whom  ?— Upon  my  oath 
I  cannot  expressly  sa}^,  but  I  believe  it  was  to 
Mr.  Sharpe. 

Who  is  Mr.  Sharpe  Mr.  Sharp  is  a  whole¬ 
sale  hat  manufacturer  I  think. 

A  member  of  the  drapers  company No. 

Nor  was  a  member  of  the  corporation  : — No 

Is  he  a  freeman  1  believe  he  is  a  freeman! 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  I  have  always 
considered  him  as  such. 

You  have  stated  that  the  gentleman  who 
had  access  left  memorandums  for  the  sums 
they  took.? — Yes. 

Who  were  these  gentlemen  ?— I  believe  this 

very  Mi.  Jhaipe  had  money  several  times  out 
ol  It. 


Bo  yen  know  he  had  I  know  he  had. 

Any  body  else  that  you  recollect  ?— I  mv- 
seit  paid  money,  out  of  it  I  cannot  say  to  wimt 
amount  It  was. 


At  wiiat  time  of  the  election  mi 


afilt  YOU 


pay 
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money  out  of  it? — I  think  it  was  after  the  close 
of  the  election,  about  15  or  l6l.  but  which  I 
cannot  say. 

Do  you  recollect  any  body  else  ? — I  do  not 
recollect  any  body  else,  in  my  presence  having 
any. 

Could  any  body  get  it  out  without  your 
privity? — Yes. 

W  ho  had  access  to  it  without  your  privity  ? 
— My  clerk. 

Is  he  in  town  ? — No. 

Which  clerk  was  it,  what  is  his  name  ? — I 
believe  both  the  clerks,  Mr.  Bawcutt  and  Mr. 

.  Nutt. 

They  had  the  care  of  the  purse.? — It  lay  in 
a  draw^er 

Who  had  the  care  of  it .? — I  considered  my¬ 
self  as  having  the  care  of  it.  It  lay  in  an  open 
drawer,  where  my  clerks  had  access  to  it. 

Without  asking  for  it? — No,  not  without 
asking  for  it. 

By  what  auth verity  did  your  clerks  take 
money  out  of  it  ? — By  my  authority. 

Then  all  ihose  sums  of  money  which  they 
took,  be  they  wdiat  they  might,  they  disposed 
of  for  you  ? — Under  my  authority  they  did. 

And  still  for  tlie  purposes  of  the  election? — 
They  were. 

When  I  used  the  word  purposes,  I  left  out 
the  word  joint  purposes,  the  joint  purposes 
of  Mr.  .Icffeiys  and  Captain  Barlow.?—! 
don’t  kno\y  how  the  cxpences  were  to  be 
divided. 

Were  they  paid  on  account  of  /jOth  of  them  ? 
— No  doubt  of  it. 

You  have  stated  that  you  yourself  received 
money  taken  out'of  this  purser  that  your  clerks 
paid  jnoney  taken  out  of  this  purse,  and  that 
Mr.  Sharpe  paid  money  taken  out  of  this 
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purse  5  do  you  remember  any  body  else  that 
bad  money  taken  out  of  this  purse,  ror  elec¬ 
tion  purposes  ?  Yes  Mr.  Inge,  the  town  elerk. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  he  had  frequent 
occasions  to  apply  to  the  purse? — I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  he  was  there  more  than  once  to  my 
knowledge. 

Doyou  remember  any  other  person  who  had 
money  ? — I  do  not,  none  occurs  to  me  now. 

The  money  when  paid  to  you,  you  described 
to  have  been  put  into  an  open  drawer,  that  is 
an  unusual  way  of  bankers  keeping  an  ac¬ 
count  ? — Yes,  but  I  would  not  open  a  banking 
account  for  the  purpose  of  the  election,  they 
might  have  taken  it  any  where  they  pleased  if 
they  had  not  chose  to  let  it  remain  in  the  state 
it  was. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  any  com¬ 
mittees  sat  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
election  of  these  gentlemen  ? — I’here  were  five 
or  six  gentlemen  who  sat  to  conduct  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  it. 

Where  did  they  sit  ? — ^They  sat  generally  at 
the  Goal  Hall  or  County  Hall,  it  is  the  same 
thing. 

Was  that  the  only  committee  do  you  know^, 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest  of 
these  gentlemen  ? — All  that  1  know  of. 

Don’t  you  know  of  a  committee  that  sat  at 
Saint  Mary’s  Hall  ? — None  to  my  knowledge. 

Who  composed  the  committee  of  the  five  or 
six  gentlemen  who  sat  at  the  Goal  Hall  ? — Mr. 
Sharp,  Mr.Ewbank,  Mr.Inge,  the  Town  Clerk, 
myself,  Mr.  Dickens,  and  a  Mr.  Whitwell,  the 
two  latter  scarcely  ever  attended. 

What  iS.  Mr.  Whitwell,  does  he  hold  any 
office  in  ^he  corporation  ? — He  is  a  member  of 
the  corporation,  I  believe  he  is  an  alderman. 
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Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ^No. 

What  IS  Mr.  Pickens  ?— An  attorney. 

Po  you  mean  the  same  person  who  brought 
you  the  five  hundred  guineas  for  Mr.  Jefferys. 

w  The  same  person.  .  .  v 

Have  you  any  doubt  about  the  fact  that  it 

was  paid  on  account  of  Mr.  Jefferys?  ^  ® 
understand  it  to  be  such^  but  Mr.  Dickens  drd 

not  express  it  as  such. 

I  wish  you  to  recollect  yourselt  again, 
did  you  never  attend  at  St.  Mary  s  Hail. 

I  went  in  and  out  of  St.  Mary^s  Hall,  it  ^3 
an  open  room,  which  all  the  town  and  all  the 
people  in  the  interest  of  the  party  had  access 
to;  there  was  a  Mr.  Payne  sat  there,  and 
made  out  an  account  of  the  residence  of  the 
out-votes,  in  order  for  their  being  canvassed. 

I  understood  you  formerly  to  have  said  that 
at  Saint  Mary's  Hall,  to  your  knowledge  there 
was  no  committee  ? — 1  do  not  state  that  it  w  as 
a  committee,  Mr.  Payne  sat  there  as  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  ail  the  people  of  the  party  had  common 
access,  there  were  thirty  or  forty  people  in  the 
room  giving  Mr.  Payne  an  account  wdiere  the 

voters  lived.  , 

Was  that  for  the  same  purpose  as  those  who 

sat  at  the  Goal  Hall,  for  promoting  the  elec¬ 
tion  ?— Mr.  Payne,  as  a  professional  man  sat  ' 
there  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  list  of  the  out¬ 
voters,  and  several  people  were  sent  Qut  to 
canvass  them. 

They  wer  e  there  to  promote  the  same  pur¬ 
poses  — Y  es. 

Do  you  remember  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Sinclair,  a  Captain  Sinclair,  who  appeared 

there? _ There  was  a  gentleman  of  that  name 

with  Captain  Barlow,  I  think  he  came  to  him 
the  Tuesday  helore  the  poll  began,  the  poll 
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began  on  the  Thursday;  he  was  not  Captain 
oiiiclair.  It  was  a  Mr.  oinclair, 

I  mean  agentleman supposed  to  be  a  relation 
ot  Captain  Barlow’s  ?— It  was  a  Mr.  Sinclair. 

the  hrst  time  I  saw  him  was  on  the  Tuesday 
evening. 

Bid  he  continue  all  the  time  through  the 
poll  —Yes,  he  was  out  perhaps  for  a  day  or 

at'tMdTd^"'‘^‘''  *  and  forwards,  but  he  generally 

Was  he  pretty  active  during  the  election  ? _ 

From  w  hat  I  saw  of  him  he  was  as  active  as 
Jhe  could  be. 

Do  you  recollect  any  particular  acts  that 
were  done  by  him  — None. 

Returning  thanks  or  speaking  to  any  voters, 
doing  any  thing  ot  that  sort? — I  have  no 
doubt  he  must  speak  to  voters,  because  1  saw 
him  with  them ;  but  he  did  not  address  any 
voters;  I  saw  him  doing  what  one  friend  would 
do  tor  another  at  an  election. 

I  would  ask  you  whether  during  the  election, 
to  your  knowledge,  members  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  and  members  of  the  drapers  company, 
did  not  continually  consult  for  the  purposes  of 
the  election  ?— I  have  seen  members  of  the 
corporation,  and  members  of  the  drapers  com¬ 
pany  conversing  together  several  times  durin-r 
the  election.  ^ 

Rm-haps  you  have  been  enough  in  their 
conndence  to  know  whether  it  was  such  a 
communication  as  men  have  when  they  are 
pursuing  one  object?— No  doubt  of  it. 

-Old  the  candidates  communicate  with  the 
committee.?— I  never  saw  either  of  the  can¬ 
didates  with  the  Committee,  Captain  Barlow 
veiy  requcntly  came  to  the  room,  where  his 
friends  were  before  business  began,  and  we 
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walked  with  him  to  the  Hustin«;s,  I  never  saw 
nim  there  at  any  other  part  of  the  day,  1  never 
saw  Mr.  JefVerys  at  all  in  the  room,  daring  the 
election;  we  walked  to  the  Hustings,  ancJLMr. 
Jelferys  generallv  joined  us. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether,  though  he' 
did  not  come  to  the  committee,  tie  met  them 
at  the  White-Bear,  the  King’s-Head,  or  any 
other  liouse? — I  don’t  know  that  Captain  Bar- 
low  met  them,  but  they  dined  either  at  one 
house  or  the  other;  and  after  dinner  tliey 
called  their  bill  and  paid  their  reckoning. 

After  the  poll  of  each  day.? — Yes,  I  dined 
with  Captain  Barlow  several  days  inj'Seif,  and 
paid  my  reckoning. 

Do  you  recollect  who  were  the  company  on 
those  days? — Sometimes  there  were  very  "few, 
but  I  really  cannot  recollect  every  person  tliat 
dined  there ;  tliere  were  sometimes  ten  or  a 
dozen,  <and  sometimes  more. 

Captain  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys  were  ge¬ 
nerally  there? — Mr.  Jeffery s  was  there  several 
days,  1  did  not  myself  dine  there  every  day, 
^ind  therefore  I  can  only  speak  to  those  days 
that  I  dined  myself;  I  think  Captain  Barlow 
and  Mr.  Jefferys  were  both  there  every  day 
that  I  dined  there,  except  one  day,  when  Capt. 
Barlow  was  ill. 

Do  vou  remember  whether  Sinclaire  was  of 
the  party.? — He  was  generally  when  I  was 
there,  he  was  not  there  every  day;  1  believe,  he 
was  out  one  day,  but  I  will  not  positively  swear 
it,  he  generally  dined  tlibre. 

You  do  not  recollect  the  company.? — No. 

You  cannot  say  whether  they  were  a  few 
select  friends  or  not.'— They  were  certainly' 
select  friends. 

They  dined  at  the  one  ,  >• 
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alternatel3\?- — Yes>  but  I  believe  tliey  might 
dine  two  da3^s  at  one  house. 

Do  3^ou  recollect  Mr.  Pa3me'? — Yes_,  I  have 

mentioned  Mr.  Pavne. 

*/ 

Mr.  Dickens  was  there — Yes. 

Do  3^ou  remember  Mr.  ^Yilmot? — I  saw 
him  there  one  day,  he  was  a  friend  to  the 
}jart3%  and  he  came  to  help  to  check  off  some 
books. 

I  am  now  speaking  of  the  Goal  Halli* — I 
never  saw  Mr.  Wilmot  at  the  Goal  Hall. 

\ou  have  named  Mr.  Carter.^ — I  have  not 
named  him  as  a  Committee  man,  I  don’t  know 
that  I  saw  Mr.  Carter  during  the  whole  elec¬ 
tion  in  the  committee  room. 

Do  \"ou  remember  seeing  Mr.  Crump? — I 
saw  him  in  the  booth,  I  never  saw  him  any 
length  of-time  together,  if  he  was,  it  was  only 
going  from  the  . b^th  with  a  message,  but. he 
neser  remained  tliere. 

Do  yon  remember  Mr.  Williamson? — 1 
don’t  think  I  saw  Mr.  TYilliamson  in  the 
room  at  the  Goal  Hall,  during  the  election. 

Mhis  he  at  the  other  house.? — 1  did  see  Mr. 
Williamson  once,  and  once  only  at  the  Goal 
Hall,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Williamson  is  an  alderman  I  under¬ 
stand? — He  is. 

Do  3mu  remember  Mr.  Hewlett  attending  at 
eitlier? — I  saw  Mr.  Hewlett  once  or  twice  at 
Saint  Mary’s  Hall,  twice  or  more,  I  cannot  re¬ 
collect  every  time. 

Is  Mr.  Hewlett  also  an  alderman? — He  is. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  Mr.  Mullis  there? 
— 1  make  no  doubt  he  w'as  there,  but  1  cannot 
charge  my  memory  with  having  seen  him 
there. 
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Was  Mr.  Mullis  the  mayor  at  that  time? — 
Yes  he  wasvcertainly ;  I  am  conHdent  I  did 
not  see  Mr.  Mullis  in  the  Goal  Hall. 

\  oil  have  seen  him  at  the  other  Hall  where 
Mr.  Payne  sat? — 1  think  I  have  seen  him 
there  once  or  twic^ 

Hid  you  see  Mr.  Norman  at  the  Goal  Hall 
during  the  time  the  committee  sat? — 1  do  not 
recollect  seeing  Mr.  Norman  there. 

Where  did  you  see  him  ? — I  certainly  saw  * 
him  at  Saint  Mary’s  Hall. 

Js  he  an  alderman  ? — He  is. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Perkins  at  the  Goal  Hall 
during  the  time  the  committee  sat?^ — I  saw 
Mr.  Perkins  at  Saint  Mary’s  lialh  but  I  do  not 
recollect  seeing  him.  in  the  Goal  Hall  while 
the  committee  sat. 

Is  he  an  alderman? — He  is  a  mayor  now, 
he  might  be  there  twenty  times  andl  not  see 
him. 

You  never  recollect  seeing  Mr.  Alderman 
Carter  at  the  Goal  Hall?— Never  to  mv 
knowledge. 

Did  imu  see  him  at  the  other  hall?—!  cer¬ 
tainly  did. 

Did  you  remember  Mr.  Basil  Goode,  jun  ?— - 
Yes,  I  saw  him  at  the  Goal  Hall. 

He  is  the  goaler  ?  -It  is  his  father  that  is  tlie 
goaler  I  think,  and  he  acts  the  case;  1  have 
understood  in  the  town  the  father  is  the 

Mr.  Goode  one  of  the  committee  ? — 

No. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  Percy  ? — I  have  seen 
Mr.  Percy  at  both. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  Cleetor? — To  the 
best  of  my  recollection  I  never  saw  him  at 
cither. 

■F  O  , 

*  iti  'W 


goaler. 

Was 
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Mr.  Vale  ? — I  have  seen  him  at  St.  Mary’s  ’ 
Hallj  I  don’t  recollect  to  have  s^eii  him  at  the 
other. 

Mr.  Barton.?- — I  saw  Mr.  Barton  at  Saint 
Mary’s  Hall. 

Mr.  John  Clark  ,? — To  the  best  of  my  recol¬ 
lection  I  never  saw  him  at  either. 


Mr.  Carter,  jiin.  the  attorney  ■ — I  don’t  re¬ 
collect  seeing, him  at  the  Goal  Hall. 

Hid  be  dine  with  you  at  the  tijne  you  haA'C 
been  speaking  of. 

I  saw  him  dine  several  times,  four  or  five 


times,  I  cannot  say  how'  many. 

Mr.  Carter  had  been  Under  Sheriff  I  believe 
of  Coventry ' — Public  report  said  he  was,  i 
have  nothing  to  ascertain  it  to  me. 

Hid  lie  act  as  such  .? — Prior  to  the  election, 
I  always  understood  him  to  act  as  such  Tip  to 
the  time  of  the  election. 


Hid 

lime  0 


be  continue  Uiider 
('  the  election  r — 1  tl 


Slier  iff  dining 

14  ii  Iv*  I  lO  tvti  IjC/1 


tlrt3 
;  he 


was  not  in  that  situation  in  the  booth. 

He  was  in  the  booth.? — I  saw  him  in  there 


most  days. 

In  wliat  character  .? — He  a]>peared  there  on 
the  part  ot  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  J  offer  vs,  i  do 
not  knovv  for  wliat  other  purpose  tlian  to  check 
tlie  poll,  he  attended  with  a  book  in  which  the 
freemens’  names  w^ere  entered,  as  I  under¬ 
stood,  to  see  that  no  body  polled  who  bad  not 
a  right,  or  who  had  received  charity. 

Hid  .Mr.  Carter  appear  there  as  a  friend  for 
Captain  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys.? — He  ap¬ 
peared  as  a  friend  to  Captain  Barlow-  and  Mr. 
Jefferys,  for  the  purpose  of  scrutinizing  and 
taking  care  that  no  bad  votes  polled. 

And  to  that  bis  apparent  duty  wuis  confined? 
•—I  saw^  him  do  nothing  else,  and  1  did  not 
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see  liim  do  much  of  that,  for  I  was  very  little 
in  the  booth. 

Mr.  Mills.  You  have  been  long  an  in¬ 
habitant  of  the  city  of  Coventry? — About 
eighteen  years. 

You  was  speaking  of  an  application  having 
been  made  to  Sir  Robert  Pee),  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  city  of  Coventry.^ — Cer¬ 
tainly. 

At  that  time  were  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore 
candidates? — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
they  were. 

IMr.  Moore  was  then  a  total  stranger  to  the 
city  of  Coventry.^ — I  cannot  say  that;  I  had 
been  introduced  to  Mr.  Moore  once,  and  had 
an  interview. 

But  you  can  tell  whether  he  was  connected 
with  the  city? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

I  believe  there  had  been  for  the  last  year  an 
important  contest  about  the  house  of  industry  ? 

■ — I  believe  there  was. 

And  Mr.  JefFerys  supported  the  erection  of  r 
it,,  and  Mr.  Bird  opposed  it? — Yes. 

1  believe  those  who  were  against  it,,  have  ho¬ 
noured  this  house  with  the  name  of  the  Bas- 
tile  ^ — Commonly  calling  it  out  in  the  street. 

Had  the  opposition  to  that  and  the  manner 
of  conducting  it.  raised  any  objection  in  the 
city  to  the  interest  of  Mr.  Bird  ? — It  certainly 

had.  . 

Did  you  understand  before  the  dissolution  of 
Parliament,  that  Mr.  Bird  was  extremely  un¬ 
popular  with  a  very  large  pmt  of  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Coventry.^ — I  believe  Mr. 
Bird  had,  by  his  opposition  to  that  bill 
made  himself  many  enemies;  but  whether  he 
was  generally  unpopular  I  cannot  sa}^ 

I  am  asking  whether  his  opposition  to  those 

E  3 
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who  had  erected  the  house  of  industry,  had  not 
raised  an  unpopiihirily  against  him:— Yes. 

Befoie  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  do  you 
remember  any  other  thing  done  by  IMr.  Bird 
and  his  party,  which  had  given  offence  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Coventry,  tlieir  manner  of  can¬ 
vassing,  and  a  declaration  of  their  expectation 
of  success;  does  that  bring  it  to  your  mind, 
did  they  declare  no  other  person  should  come 
into  the  city  of  Coventry? — I  diet  not  hear 
either  Mr.  Bird  or  Mr.  Moore  make  such  a 
declaration. 


Did  you  see  any  mob  or  large'body  of  men- 
attending  after  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  IMoore,  and 
carrying  any  thing  for  that  purpose  r— Certain¬ 
ly  ;  on  the  k5aturday  previous  to  the  election,  i 
saw^  a  large  mob  *'surrond  the  KlbgY.  Head, 
wheie  Colonel  Brookey  who  came  to  offer  him¬ 
self  as  a  candidate  was;  they  Kept  him  a  pri¬ 
soner  there  sometime,  and  prevented  people  ' 
having  access  to  him.  ^ 

On  whose  part  did  the  mob  so  declare?— 
For  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 


Had  they  any  emblems  at  that  time,  which 
denoted  them  to  be  of  the  party  of  Bird  and 
Moore? — I  believe  they,  had  two  blue  fla«s, 
they  were  canvassing  in  the  town.  I  myself 
waited  upon  Colonel  Brooke  about  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  I  then  left  him  and  went  to 
several  of  my  friends,-  we  got  together  and 
about  twelve  o’clock  we  could  not  get  into  the 
l\ing’s-Head. 

Do  you  know  as  a  mere  fact,  whether  the 
obstniction  given ^ to  Colonel  Brooke,  was  or 

not  the  occasion  of  his  cpiitting’  the  town? _ 1 

cannot  say,  because  Colonel  Brooke  did  not 
tell  me,  but  I  alvvays  understood  it  to  be  so. 
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Colonel  Brooke  did  quit  the  town  after  that 
attack  upon  him^  without  professing  hims-lf 
a  candidate?— Idc  did. 

Tliere  were  little  hopes  after  that^  that  any 
body  would  be  bold  enough  to  propose  himself 
as  a  candidate ;  did  you  think  it  any  easy  thing  f 
— I  did  not  think  it  any  easy  thing. 

Mr.  Barlow  first  came  to  you  ? — Yes.  ’ 

Had  you  before  tluit  heard  any  thing  of  INI  r. 
Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow  as  joint  interests? — i 
had  not. 

Did  you  adopt  the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Bar- 
low  at  that  time  ? — Not  on  tlie  Friday but  on 
Saturda}^  morning. 

Was  that  the  second  interview  \yith  Captain 
Barlow  ?-r— The  second  or  third. 

WTien  did  the  poll  begin? — On  Thursday 
the  8th,  this  was  on  the  Saturday  evening  or 
the  Sunday  morning,  1  cannot  say  whioli. 

Then  at  the  time  you  adopted  him  did  you 
adopt  him  unconnected,  or  connected  with  any 
body  else? — Unconnected  with  any  body  at 
that  moment. 

In  what  character  did  you  adopt  Captain  Bar¬ 
low’s  interest? — I  adopted  Captain  Barlow’s  in¬ 
terest  as  a  friend,  to  make  all  the  interest  I  could 
for  him,  not  as  an  agent  or  a  professional  man. 

Was  it  in  opposition  to  the  pretensions  of 
those  who  were  then  candidates,  Mr.  Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore  ? — It  was. 

Then  the  first  time  you  saw  Captain  Barlow 
and  Mr.  Jefferys,  was  as  you  were  going  to  the 
poll  on  the  election  day? — I  never  saw 
them  together  before,  Captuin  Barlow,  my¬ 
self,  and  some  of  his  friends  were  walking 
down  the  High-street  towards  the  poll,  and 
Mr.  Jefferys  came  out  of  the  Bear  and 
joined  us. 
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They  lived  in  distinct  places  in  Coventry? — 
As  far  as  I  know  Captain  Barlow  used  to  sleep 
at  the  King^s  Head^  and  Air.  JefFerys  at  the 
White  Bear;  Captain  Barlow  did  sleep  several 
nights’  at  a  friend’s  house. 

Before  the  poll  began;,  do  you  know  of  any 
joint  advertisement  issued  from  Captain  Bar¬ 
low  and  Air.  Jefferysr — No. 

Could  such  a  thing  have  been  done  without 
your  knowledge? — I  should  think  not. 

Air.  Barlow  was  not  at  that  time  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  or  connected  with  Coventry? — No. 

He  commanded  I  believe^  a  troop  of  horse 
at  or  near  Coventry? — I  believe  his  troop  lay 
at  Birmingham ;  I  don’t  know  he  h^id  a  troop^^. 
I  think  it  was  the  Fourth  Dragoon  Guards^  I 
am  not  certain. 

You  have  stated  Amurself  to  have  acted  as  a 
committee-man.  at  the  Goal  Hall? — I  did. 

Was  that  an  appointment  of  Air.  Barlow’s^, 
or  with  the  adoption  of  Air.  Barlow? — Not  at 
all. 

Was  it  under  his  direction^  or  at  his  re¬ 
quest? — Never. 

Before  you  acted,  did  you  ask  for  his  per¬ 
mission  ?  Did  you  act  as  a  committee-man, 
conceiving  that  the  knowledge  of  your  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  place  would  advance  the  object 
you  had  at  the  election  ? — That  was  my  opi¬ 
nion. 

AV^as  tliat  from  independent  motives,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  Air,  Barlow’s  person,  or  connec¬ 
tion  with  him? — Completely. 

Pei  haps  you  was  one  of  those  who  disap¬ 
proved  of  Air.  Bird’s  conduct;  I  don’t  ask 
why.?  I  certainly  had  not  approved  it  in  that 
instance. 

Do  you  remember  Captain  Barlow  ever  be- 


JOHN  woodcock’s  examination.  49 

ing  in  that  committee' rooni_,  wliile  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  engaged  in  business  r — Never. 

Did  von  ever  receive  from  any  of  the  com- 
mittee-men,  in  the  course  of  your  business, 
any  direction  as  coming  trom  Captain  Barlow, 
and' under  his  authority?-  -Never. 

Did  you,  or  any  of  your  committee-men 
wait  any  directions  from  Captain  Barlow,  or 
did  you  act  upon  your  own  judgments? — Upon 
our  own  judgments  completely. 

Then  in  your  progress  of  acting  as  a  com¬ 
mittee-man,  was  you  at  all  connected  with  Mr,- 
ilai'low’s  opinion  or  judgment? — Never. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  collect  Irom  tnc 
other  cornmittee-inen,,  that  they  were  appoint¬ 
ed  or  acted  ui^dcr  the  direction  of  Mr.  Barlow? 

- — Never. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  they  acted 
from  their  own  wislies,  independent  of  any 
of  Mr.  Barlow? — 1.  believe  they  did. 

is  it  possible  to  conduct  an  election  vrilbout 
a  committee  of  persons  who- have  a  knowledge 
o  f  tb  e  pi  ace  ?t:— N  o . 

The  next,  thing  is  as  to  where  Mr.  Payne  sat ; 
you  were  there  often  I  suppose  .?— Very  seldom. 

^  But  wlien  you  was  there,  from  what  you 
heard  and  saw,  Mr.  Payne  was  the  only  person 
acting  in  that  room  ? — Mr.  Payne,  was  the  only 
person  acting  in  that  room. 

It  was  a  room  in  which  all  persons  wishing 
well  to  Captain  Barlow  or  Mr.  Jefferys  might 
.have  access  .? — ^They  had  access. 

Probably  you  might  have  seen  at  different - 
times,  a  hundred  of  electors  there? — I  should 
.think  more. 

Were  the  aldermen  the  only  persons  that 
wero  seen  tliere.? — No. 

Were  the  drapers  company  the  only  persona 
you  saw  there : — No. 
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Did  yau  see  any  particular  conduct  adopted 
by  either  of  those  bodies^  that  was  not  adopted 
by  others  bringing  intelligence^  and  so  on  ? — 
^one. 

open,  place  for  the  interest 
of  JMr.  .Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeflerysr — I  always 
found  It  open. 

Did  you  ever  know'  of  any  other  committee 
sitting  besides  that  at  the  Goal  Kallr-M  knew 
of  no  committee  sitting,  but  at  the  Goal  Hall. 

JNow  as  to  the  eanvassing  you  said  tliese 
gentlemen  did  not  eanvass;  do  you  know' 
w  ly  they  did  not  eanvass;  was  it  safe  for 
tiiem  to  canvass? — We  did  not  consider  it  safe 
for  tliem  to  canvass. 

J-)id  you  and  otbers  advise  Captain  Barlow 

la  It  w  as  not  safe  for  them  to  canvass  on  ac- 
^  niob?— -I  did  give  tliat  advice, 

as  It  fioni  a  conviction  there  w'ould  be 
danprf^X  thought  there  W'as.  . 

^  len  in  truth  those  gentlemen  were  deprived 
Of  tne  means  of  applying  to  individual  electors 
fiom  fear  of  their  persons? — To  the  best  of 

Ji^idgment  1  should  have  thought  it  very 
imprudent.  o  j 

At  the  close  of  eadi  day’s  poll,  upon  vour 
oath  were  they  permitted  to  speak?— They 
niacle  an  tittempt  one  day,  but  the  mob  in  the 
interest  of  the  other  candidates  soon  put  a  stop 
to  U,  and  they  got  away  as  soon  as  tliev  could. 

or  triumph, 

w  how  . here  wns  no  trinn.ph  we  went  n 

tew  of  us,  and  got  in  as  well  as  we  could  :  we 

‘lirected  no  votes  to  attend  us. 

Iheplacewhere  Captain  Barlow’s  committee 

was  at  the  Goal  Hall Yes. 

Ho  yon  know  in  point  of  fact  of  Captain 
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Barlow  ever  coining  to  that  place  for  business, 
and  not  for  the  purpose  of  going  from  thence 
to  the  poll? — I  do  not  recollect  seeing  him 
theie  at  any  other  time  than  in  the  inornin^^ 
preceding  the  poll,  and  then  he  onl}^  stopped 
a  few  minutes;  we  generally  look  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  going  to  the  poll  while  the  other  party 
were  collecting, 

^  What  do  you  mean  by  going  to  tlie  poll? — 
Going  to  the  Hustings  with  the  candidates  as 
a  friend. 

As  to  the  dinners  at  the  King’s  Head,  where 
one  gentleman  put  up  they  dined,  and  at  the 
other  house  where  the  othergentleinan  put  up 
they  dined  also? — They 'did. 

1)6  you  know  whether  those  gentlemen 
came  and  paid  their  score? — •Kvery  body  to 
my  knowledge;  I  always  paid. 

W as  there  an3>  -thing  which  entitled  a  per¬ 
son  to  come  in  and  take  a  part  of  that  dinner? 
— iMo,  1  believe  the  names  were  taken  down 
every  day  as  they  sat  down  to  dinneV, 

I)o  you  kpow  of  any  previous  arrangement 
for  those  dinners  ? — None,  it  was  divided  every 
day;  those  that  went  away  without  paying, 
paid  the  next  morning. 

It  should  seem  from  the  description  of  my 
learned  friends,  that  the-  whole  interest  in 
Tloventry  was  in  the  hands  of  the  drapers 
company;  and  the  coiporation  of  Coventry? 
— I  should  think  not. 

Have  you  no  independent  manufacturers  in 
Coventry  unconnected  With  either:^— Yes, 

Did  they  act  with  the  same  zCal? — Some  of 
them  did ;  it  was  a  zealous  contest,  and  zea¬ 
lously  pursued. 

Now  I  wish  to  ask  you,  in  the  committee 
what  was  the  business  that  occupied  your  at- 
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tendon  ? — Every  thing  that  could  relate  to  the 
election.. 

One  pretty  important  one,  was  I  suppose,  to 
canvass  the  700  outvoters? — Yes,  some  lived  in 
London,  and  1  believe  some  at  Plymouth. 

It  was  one  motive  to  send  and  canvass  those 
men: — Yes. 

W  as  that  one  main  object  of  the  committee? 
— It  was. 

Something  like  expence  must  have  been  in¬ 
curred  in  sending  for  persons  at  those  distant 
places? — Yes,  we  generally  allowed  a  man 
either  nine-pence,  or  one  shilling  a  mile,  for 
his  horse  and  himself  to  canvass. 

The  arrangement  of  this,  o!  course  depended 
upon  the  number  of  persons  and  the  distance 
of  places? — ^The  distance  of  places  was  the 
thing  particularly  attended  to. 

And  the  committee  undertook  tluit business? 
— Yes. 

.Did  you  ever  seek ‘or  receive  the  approbation 
of  Mr.  BaAow,  for  any  of  those  transactions.^' 
— 1  do  not  believe  that  Captain  Barlow  knew 
,any  thing  of  it;  1  never  informed  him  of  it. 

ITad  he  any  reason  to  know  the  particular 
inode  in  which  that  was  done.? — No. 

Did  you  ever  ask  him  if  you  should  so'con- 
duct  yourself.? — No. 

.Do  you  believe  he  was  ignorant  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  was  conducted.? — I  should 
think  so. 

You  have  mentioned  the  expence  of  chair¬ 
ing;  1  would  ask  you  what  the  expence  of 

chairing  might  be  in  the  city  of  Coventry  ? _ I 

do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Did  you  see  the  chairing  .? — Yes,  I  did. 

Did  you  happen  to  see  the  chairing  of  Mr. 
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O  kJ 


Bird,  at  the  preceding  elec'tion  r — I  did  see  it, 
as  iar  as  my  recollection  serves  me. 

Wliicli  of  the  two  do  3^ou  think  was  the  most 
expensive  or  tlie  most  splendid  ? — i  should 
suppose  the  last  cost  doubie  the  termer. 

VV'^as  jMr.  Bird's  veiy  magnincent  — ^^No,  i 
was  not. 


It 


Were  tltcre  plenty  of  ribbons? — I  cannot 
sav. 

It  is  not  the  pride  oF  the  city  of  Coventry  to 
liave  a  magnificent  exhibition  after  an  elechon 
is  over? — 1  should  imagine  it  was  the  pride  of 
the  common  people. 

Now  as  to  the  warrant  produce  it,  and  look 
at  it  j  that  warrant  was  signed  upon  \mu  ? — it 
was. 


You  conceived  ^'onrself  bound  to  obey  it  to 
the  fullest  extent  ? — -I  did. 

W^as  it  demanded  of  you  bj'  the  person  who 
served  it,  that  you  should  obey  to  the  fullest 
extent? — I  cannot  speak  to  that. 

Did  they  search  your  books  ? — They  brought 
this  warrant  to  me  on  the  Sd  of  Februaiy,  on 
Thursday  I  read  it  through  ;  1  told  them  1  had 
no  subscription  papers  whatever,  nor  had  I 
any  election  papers  ;  and  the  only  accounts  I 
had  was  two  entries  of  two  discounted  bills  ; 
they  asked  me  to  shew  them  the  book,  1  said  1 
wmuld  shew  them  the  next  morning :  INTr.  Pear- 
man  and  Mr.  Mason  came  and  saw  tliese  two 
entries  in  my  cash  book,  journal  and  bill  book. 

Did  you  give  every  possible  information,  and 
expose  to  them  every  entry  that  did,  or  could 
in  aiw  manner  relate  to  the  election  ? — I  did. 

Then  the  only  entiy  that  relates  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  in  your  book,  is  that  where  tliose  two  notes 
were  discounted  by  Captain  Barlow,  in  the 
manner  you  have  stated  ^ — They  wc: 

F 
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Witli  respect  to  the  money  subscribed,,  you 
have  already  said  3^011  suhscribed  as  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  without  auv  relation  to  voiir  connection 
with  the  Drapers  Company’’? — I  did. 

Did  \’ou  suggest  to  Captain  Barlow  3’^our  in¬ 
tention  to  subscribe  that  inone}'-  ? — I  did  not. 

Did  3^011  subscribe  that  upon  3'our  indepen¬ 
dent  determination  to  support  Captain  Barlow 
and  INIr.  Jeffeiys  ? — Most  certain I3". 

Do  vou  believe  Cantain  Barlow  had  any 
know  ledge  of  the  mone3'  hei ng  in  3^our  drawer 
in  that  purse? — [  believe  not. 

Did  Captain  Barlow  to  your  knowledge  ever 
assume  an3^  direction  or  controul  over  the  mo¬ 
ney  in  that  purse  ? — Never. 

Did  3'ou  account  to  him,  or  send  to  him  any 
rcstdt  that  3’Ou  found  upon  searching  the  purse 
when  you  returned  itto Mr. Sharpe.^ — 1  did  not. 

Did  vou  communicate  any  particular  of  the 
circumstances  of  that  purse  to  Captain  Barlow,, 
at  that  time  ? — I  never  did. 

You  did  not  see  Sir  Robert  Peele  ■ — I  never 
saw  him  ; — 1  signed  a  requisition  to  Sir  Robert 
Reele. 

Did  3^11  ever  see  a  flag  with  no  Bastile  upon 
it  r — 1  never  did. 

The  requisition  you  say  ymu  signed  to  Sir 
Robert  Peele  ? — Yes  ;  it  Avas  sealed  up  by  some 
gentlemen,  I  only  signed  it. 

Afterwards  Colonel  Brook  came  ^ — Yes  ;  I 
signed  no  requisition  to  him. 

Nor  to  Mr.  Barlow  ? — Never. 

Mr.  Const.  ’You  have  been  asked  whether 
wdien  Captain  Barlow  came  wdth  you  on  the 
Friday  evening  before  the  poll  commenced, 
vou  knew  of  any  connection  betw^een  Mr. 
Jefferys  and  him  ;  do  you  not  know  that  at 
that  time  Mr.  .leflcrys  Avas  not  there, — he  had 
not  arrived  i* — No ;  he  had  not. 
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Therefore  he  was  not  at  that  time  in  the 
town  ? — No. 

Bo  you  happen  to  know  when  he  did  arrive? 
— On  the  Saturday  morning. 

Therefore,  on  the  Frida}'  night,  you  did  no 
make  any  promise  to  Captain  Barlow  ? — No; 
not  till  the  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning. 

Bo  you  mean  that  the  two  addresses  were 
delivered  separately  ? — Yes, 

Is  it  not  the  general  custom  there,  to  give 
the  two  addresses  copied  together,  though 
upon  two  different  papers  ?— As  completely  in¬ 
dependent  as  aiiy  thing  could  be,  and  distri¬ 
buted  singly.  ‘ 

Were  thev  at  anv  time  dnriim  the  election, 
deliverca  jointly — 1  admit  they  were  printed 
upon  separate  papers? — Certainly  they  were. 

Bow  soon  did  that  take  place  ? — To  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  it  took  place  on  the  Satur¬ 
day  after  the  polling  began  ;  but  I  cannot  be 
certain  ;  either  on  the  Friday  night  or  the  Sa¬ 
turday,  but  I  think  it  was  on  the  Saturday. 

Were  they  ever  at  any  time  printed  on  the 
same  sheet  of  paper? — 1  believe  tliey  were. 

You  sav  that  ilie  resohrdons  of  the  Commit- 
tee,  and  all  that  wn\s  done  by  cheir  direction, 
was  totally  independent  or  'Captain  Barlow  ? 

■ — I  considered  it  so  completely. 

Bo  you  remember  that  you  had  autliority  to 
act  for  him  discretionally,  without  his  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  election? — I  did  not  conceive  I 
had  any  authority  directly  or  indirectlv  from 
Captain  Barlow,  to  interfere  in  it. — I  inter¬ 
fered  in  it  as  a  friend  to  the  place,  determined 
to  support  these  candidates  in  opposition  to  the 
others. 

You  have  already  told  us  that  Mr.  Barlow 


54)  JOlxfN  woodcock’s  examination. 


had  deposited  bills  which  you  discounted  for 
ioOOl.  ? — Certainly. 

You  discounted  a  bill  of  a  tOOOl.  ? — I  did. 

To  whom  did  you  pay  the  produce  of  that 
bill^  deducting  the  discount  ? — That  lOOOl.  tvas 
applied  for  election  purposes. 

Where  did  you  put  it,  did  you  give  it  to  any 
body  or  what? — 'riuu  lOOOl.  went  into  the 
purse  certainly. 

That'  lOOOl.  so  put  into  the  purse,  did  you 
think  tmu  hail  authority,  or  did  you  act  as  if 
you  had,  in  disposing  of  that  lOOOl.? — •!  cer- 
Tainlv  did. 

Tlie  dinner  that  jmu  spoke  of  to  have  bap- 
peiicd  after  every  day’s  poll,  every  gentleman 
111  your  company  paid  his  reckoning  ? — They 
did. 

I  don’t  know  whether  of  3mur  knowledge 
you  knew  of  any  other  dinner  ? — I  do  not.  ^ 

L  think  you  stated  one  source  of  expence  to 
be  that  of  sending  for  out  votes  by  order  of  the 
Committee? — Yes. 

Do  you  mean  the 'Jail  Hall  Committee? — - 


Because  I  understand  you  to  have  said  be- 
iv;re,  that  the  conduct  of  sending  for  out  vot¬ 
ers  devolved  upon  Mr.  Payne,  at  the  other 
place  ? — ?tir.  Payne  arrangcvi  the  routes  siilii- 
cient  for  that  before,  and  liicn  the  man  came 
to  the  Jail  Hall  for  the  moiie}’’,  according  to 
tVie  distance  they  were  going — Mr.  Payne  ar¬ 
ranged  it ;  he  put  down  sucli  a  one  in  Liver¬ 
pool,  Congleton,  and  so  on,  where  the  parties 
jived. 

I.hd  Mr,  Payne  conduct  au}^  other  part,  of 
the  business.^ — jNo*,  lie  had  quite  enough 
there. 

’To  your  knowledge  was  there  any  comniu- 

V  v-l  ^ 
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iiication  between  tkc  Committee  at  tlie  Jail 
Hall,  and  the  London  Committee? — 1  know 
of  no  London  Committee. 

The  5001.  was  afterwards  put  in  the  same 
way.? — I  really  believe  it  was;  but  it  was  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  purposes  of  the  Election  and  the 
Chairing. 

And  subject  to  the  same  controul .? — I  con¬ 
sidered  it  as  such. 

While  yon  considered  you  had  the  authority 
to  put  that  lOOOl.  in  the  purse,  from  whom  do 
you  consider  you  had  that  authority?: — I  under¬ 
stood  it  to  be  for  the  purposes  of  the  Election  ; 
Captain  Barlow  mentioned  it  so. 

And  under  that  mere  statement,  you  consi¬ 
dered  you .  had  authority  to  dispose  of  that 
lOOOl.  without  ever  rendering  any  account.? — 

I  have  never  rendered  any  account  whatever 
to  Captain  Barlow. 

\  ou  stated  that  the  Drapers  Company  and 
the  Corporation,  jointly  supported  those  can¬ 
didates  ;  was  that  customary  with  the  Drapers 
Company  to  support  the  same  candidates  at 
former  elections? — I  do  not  kpow. 

Was  it  not  the  custom  always  the  contrary? 
— I  am  q  very  young  member,  and  I  cannot  re¬ 
collect — I  believe  it  was  so. 

\ou  know  of  no  reason  of  their  altering 
their  course  at  this  election? — 'I  have  told  my 
reason  for  it;  I  cannot  answer  for  other  peo¬ 
ple’s. 

Did  you  consider  both  these  companies 
equally  offended  with  respect  to  Mr.  Bird,  as 
to  this  House  of  Industry  .? — No  doubt  of  it. 

1  understand  the  witness  to- say,  he  has  no 
knowledge  of  any  inducement  for  these  two 
companies  to  unite  their  interest,  except  their 
diilike  to  Mr.  Bird  t — Yes,  of  a  bill  Mr.  Bird 

r  3 
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0[)posed  for  tbe  House  of  Industry;  tlie  bene¬ 
ficial  cflects  of  whicli  we  have  'since  experi¬ 
enced  very  inaterall  v. 

«/  «/ 

.Does  the  witness  of  bis  own  knowledge, 
know  of  any  understanding  that  was  come  to 
between  these  two  coinjianies,  in  ivhat  way 
this  money  was  to  be  applied  — I  know  of  no 
imderstnnding  whatever  between  tbe  two  com¬ 
panies,  with  respect  to  the  application  of  tbe 
money  for  tbe  election,  nor  do  1  know  tliat 
(he  Draper’s  Company  ever  met  dui’ing  tbe 
election  ;  1  believe  they  never  did. 

This  five  hundred  pounds,  subscribed  by  the 
corporation,  was  applied  for  tbe  purpose  of  tbe 
election,  and  placed  in  lite  purse,  tbe  custody 
of  which  was  not  in  you  as  a  banker,  but  iii 
your  individual  capacity  — Yes. 

And  your  individual  capacity  is  that  of  being 
master  of  the  Draper’s  Company  r — Yes. 

Had  you  any  authonty  from  tbe  corpora¬ 
tion,  so  to  dispose  of  their  money  ? — It  was 
generally  understood  that  all  tlie  subscriptions 
should  be  applied  for  the  support  of  tliese  two 
gentlemen. 

r  ’^'’as  it  tliat  it  was  so  understood? — 

1  ae  first  money  that  was  brought  was  tbe  five 
iiu mired  pounds  of  Mr.  Jefferys’s,  tbe  next 
was  tbe  one  thousand  pounds '^tbat  was  dis¬ 
counted  for  Captain  Harlow;  wiien  tbe  corpo¬ 
ration  paid  their  money,  I  cannot  take  upon 
myself  to  say,  but  it  was  some  time  after  the 
election  ivas  over. 

J3o  you  know"  of  any  account  of  the  ex¬ 
pen  ces  of  this  election  — I  have  no  account. 

.Do  you  know  of  any  account.^ — There  was 
an  account  kept  at  the  Jail  Hall  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  sending  persons  out  canvassing. 

Did  you  or  not  know  that  at  the  time  of  the 
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election,  that  the  corporation  were  responsible 
for  five  lunnlied  pounds  r — Certainly. 

Being  so  responsible  for  tlic  live  luuulred 
l^oinids,  by  v\  bat  autliority  did  3'ou  and  the  rest 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  apply  this 
sum  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  both  these 
candidates? — 1  conceived  it  was  a  general 
fund.  1  understood  so,  principally  from  iMr. 
Inge.  I  believe  I  never  had  any  cunferenee 
with  the  corporation  as  a  body.  Mr.  Inge  was 
the  only  person  I  understood  it  from. 

Was,  or  was  not  Mi:.  Jelierys  generallv  re¬ 
puted  to  be  the  candidate  of  the  corporation  ? 
—  It  was  so  considered  1  believe. 

Was  it  not  generally  reputed  that  Mr.  Bar- 
low  was  the  candidate  of  the  Drapers  compa¬ 
ny  ^ — Certainly. 

Then  how  came  you  to  think,  that  being  the 
candidate  of  two  separate  bodies,  the  fund  was 
~  to  be  joint? — There  was  nothing  subscribed  by 
the  Drapers  Companjx 

You  described  tive  hundred  pounds  ;  two 
liundred  and  ffty  of  which  was  Mr.  Little's  ? 
— It  w  as. 

And  w^hich  has  not  been  repaid  to  vou  bv  Mr. 
Little  vet? — No.  Mr.  Little  and  1  settle  our 

A/ 

accounts  once  a  year  in  March  ;  when  March 
comes,  it  will  be  settled. 

In  consequence  of  wdiat  passed  at  the  elec¬ 
tion,  is  there  any  thing  due  from  you  to  the 
Drapers  Company.'* — Not  the  ninety  thou¬ 
sandth  part  of  an  atom  on  account  of  tiie 
election. 

The  Drapers  Company  are  not  in  any  wav 
Involved  in  cxpeuce  to  your  knowledge  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  election  ? — Not  a  farthing.; 

And  tliis  five  hundred  pounds  of  your’s  and 
Mr.  Little^s,  w^as  given  hv' you  as  individuals? 
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— Yes,  and  our  respective  families  are  so  much 
111  ill  us. 

And  3'ou  say  TnIi*.  Pa^me  whs  sitting  at  St. 
Mary’s  Hall,  making  out  the  votes? — \es. 

as  the  sitting  there  of  his  own  accord,  or 
desired  h\’^  otiier  persons  ? — 1  have  heard  lie  sat 
there  by  the  desire  of  Mr.  Inge. 

Do  you  know  that  he  sat  there  at  the  desire 
of  the  committee  at  the  Jail  Hall? — Mr. 
Pa}me  had  staid  at  St.  Mary’s  Plall  for  three 
days.  I'believe  before  the  committee  at  the 
Jail  Hall  were  appointed  or  sat  at  all,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  at  last,  Mr.  Inge  told  us  he  engaged 
Pa^me  for  the  purpose. 

Was  there  a  regular  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  committee  of  the  Jail  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Payne  ? — Certainl^N 

Committee .  When  the  money  was  brought 
to  3'oii,  3mu  refused  to  receive  it  as  a  banker  — 
I  did. 

Why? — Because  I  did  not  chuse  to  have  fifty^ 
vouchers  in  a  da3'  coming  into  the  house. 

You  thought  it  would  be  more  trouble  than 
profit? — Yes. 

Captain  Barlow  you  stated,  frequently  used 
to  go  to  the  committee-room  previous  to  his 
going  to  the  poll? — Yes. 

Why  did. Captain  Barlow  go  to  that  corA- 
inittce-room,  which  was  as  much  in  the  inte¬ 
rest  of  Mr.  Jeffervs  as  himself? — I  cannot  tell. 

AV  as  it  or  not  considered  as  a  jointcommit- 
tee  of  men,  acting  with  a  joint  fund? — I  con¬ 
sidered  it  as  such. 

Tliere  was  a  requisition  sent  to  Sir  Robert 
Peele,  to  stand  candidate  for  Coventry  ? — Yes. 

Did  he  refuse? — I  believe  he  did. 

If  Sir  Robert  Peele  had  stood,  did  3^011 
think  the  corporation  and  the  Drapers  com- 
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paiiy  would  have  supported  him? — Most  cer- 
tamlv. 

if  any  other  person  had  stood  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Bird,  would  tiiey  liave  supported  tha,t 
otlicr  person  ? — L  behove  tiiey  would. 

Mr.  Aioore  did  not  represent  Coventry  be¬ 
fore  ? — ^ever.  . 

Mr.  Bird  did  : — Yes. 

^Vere  there  any  other  parties  in  Coventry 
besides  the  Drapers  Company  and  the  corpo¬ 
ration  t— Mr.  Bird  and  ^Jr.  iVloore  were  sup¬ 
ported,  1  believe,  by  what  they  call  the  Blues, 
a  ^trenerai  body  of  voters,  in  general  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  corporation. 

Tlie  corporation  and  the  Drapers  Company 
were  uniformly  liostiie  befai*e  r — Tliey  were. 


What  was  the  cause  oF  their  junction? — 
believe  tlie  cause  was  disapp4’oving  '  of  Mr. 
Bird’s  conduct  respecting  the  work-house. 

Was  there  any  other  general  assigned  cause 
for  the  unpopularity  of  Mr.  Bird  r— it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  understood,  that  it  was  upon  Mr.  Bird’s 
interest  alone  that  Mr.  Yloore Was  brought 
down,  an/d  the  town  was  not  consulted  at  Vll 
who  should  be  the  candidates  ;  tiiat  was- ano¬ 
ther  reason. 

Am  I  to  understand  you  that  Mr.  Bird 
brought  Air.  Aloore  down  to  Covent  !-y  ?— Cer¬ 
tainly,  J[  always  unaerstood  it  so.  i  never 
heard  of  any  requisition  going  to  Mr  Aiqore 
from  any  body  in  the  town.  Mr.  Moore  was 
a  stranger  to  the  place. 


Did  you  ever  see  jMr.  Moore  in  tlie  city  of 
Coventry  prior  to  the  election  ? — Never  ;  IVlr. 
Aloore  came  down  to  Coventry  in  Al  arch  or 
April. 

Did  he  remain  long  when  he  came  down  in 
Alarch  canvassing?— {  believe  only  a  few  days; 
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it  was  while  I  was  i}l_,  and  1  believe  at  the  time 
of  the  procession  for  the  peace. 

What  is  the  Drapers  Company  ? — It  consists 
of  eighteen  members,,  a  master,,  two  wardens,, 
and  the  rest  are  called  drapers. 

Have  they  any  funds  appropriated  to  a  cor¬ 
poration  ^ — They  have  about  a  hundred  a  ycdw 

Are  they  a  chartered  body  t — Tliey  arc. 

W  hat  is  the  object  of  the  charter  t — The  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  charter  was  for  the  furtherance  of 
trade  originally. 

Can  they  grant  freedom  of  their  corporation 
to  any  person  t — I  believe  tliey  can^  but  it  has- 
not  been  done  for  a  long  time. 

If  a  person  becomes  a  member  of  the  Dra¬ 
pers  Company^  is  it  entered  in  a  book  ^ — No. 

Hbs  the  Draper’s  Coinparn"  much  influence 
among  the  lower  orders  of  tiie  jieoplein  Coven¬ 
try  — They  have  some  influence,  but  not  any 
great  deal.  I  think  they  cannot  have  any  vast* 
deal,  1  think  individually  they  have  interest. 

At  every  election  has  it  not  been  considered 
that  the  support  of  the  Drapers  Company  was 
a  considerable  strength.? — It  has  been  consi¬ 
dered  so. 

Do  you  know  how  much  money  was  put  into 
that  purse  for  election  purposes  :  you  mention¬ 
ed  your  own  live  hundred  pounds,  you  men¬ 
tioned  a  thousand  pounds  of  Caplain  Bar- 
lows,  Mr.  Dickens’s  five  hundred  pounds,  and' 
the  corporation  five  hundred  pounds;  was  that 
all  r — That  was  all. 

1  here  was  no  individual  subscription  of  any 
gentleman  in  the  town  .? — None  to  my  know¬ 
ledge. 

There  was  a  paper  of  agreement  to  poll  by 
tallies  which  you  signed  .? — Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Jefl'erys  gave  security 
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to  the  corporation  for  any  furtlier  sum  ?— f 

rton  t  know  that  he  gave  security  to  tiie  cor- 
poration  for  a  farthing, 

^'ou  say  the  first  time  you  saw  Captain  Bar- 
poll’ i^Ye's'^'  "'■'-’"'"g  Prcceding  the 

And  you  espoused  his  interest  either  on  the 
did  morning  r— I 

That  nuist  have  been  either  the  third  or 
foiirtli  of  July: — Yes.* 

The  poll  commenced  on  the  8th.f— I  believe 
It  did. 

'Whether  from  the  time  you  first  saw  Cap¬ 
tain  Barlow,  and  before  the  time  you  espoused 
Ills  interest,  lie  has  agreed  to  be  at  any  part 
ot  the  expence  of  the  election? — He  did. 

Did  you  espouse  his  interest  as  a  candidate 
to  represe.nt  the  city  of  Coventrv,  till  he  had 
agreed  to  advance  a  sum  of  mo'ncv  to  defray 
the  expence  of  the  election  ?— I  ce'rtainly  did 

espouse  his  cause,  before  he  advanced  the  mo- 
liey. 

•  t 

Was  that  agreement  and  evpoiisal  of  his 

cause  acts  ot  one  and  the  same  day? _ They 

were.  ^ 

Then  I  am  to  understand  they  were  contem- 
poraneous  acts? — Yes. 

Should  you  have  es])osed  his  interest  11  nle.ss 

ne  had  agreed  to  advance  a  certain  siuu  of  mo-, 
ney  towards  the  e.vpenccs  '(—[  do  not  think  1 

The  actual  discount  of  the  bill  did  not  take 
place  I  think  yon  stated,  till  the  12th  of  July? 

—  t  was  the  Monday  after  the  election  began’. 

•  Do  you  know  in  point  of  fact,  when  that  bill 
was  first  drawn n  point  of  fact,  I  believe  that 
hiil  vvasdrawn  on  the.Saturdayal'terthe election 
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began,  or  on  the  Sunday  morning,  and  dated 

on  the  Saturday.  -  ■  ^ 

ft  was  not  drawn  at  the  lime  he  first  agreed 
tovrdvance  the  money  ? — Certainly  not  j  it  was 
either  on  the  Saturda}^  night  or  on  the  Sunday 
morning. — 1  beg  your  pardon,  it  was  on  the 

Monday.  _  •  .  r  r  ^  p 

There  was  an  agreement  in  point  .or  lact,  or 

Captain  Barlow  to  advance  money  at  the  same 

time,  that  vou  agreed  to  espouse  liis  interest  ? 

—Yes. 

■^Vas  th.e  produce  of  this  bill  so  discounted 
by  you,  put  into  the  same  purse  or  the  same 
drawer,  with  other  sums  of  money  advanced 
by  other  persons  ? — Certainly. 

You  stated  that  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Sharpe,  a  freeman  of  Coventry  had  access  to 
this  piirse? — He  had  with  my  permission. 

Ho  vou  happen  to  knoiv  to  wliat  amount 
Mr.  Sharpe  took  money  out  of  the  purse  r — I 
cannot  tell. 

Can  you  tell  whereabouts? — It  must  be  some¬ 
thing  very  considerable,  because  Mr.  Sharpe 
paid  one  of  the  ciiairing  bills. 

'  Those  sums  of  money  were  taken  out  by^  Mr. 
Sharpe  during  the  election  ? — Certainly. 

■  And  before  the  chairing  took'place  ?~Some 
of  them. 

Do  vou  know  in  what  manner  that  money ^ 
was  so  applied  ?— I  believe  that  money  was 
applied  in  sending  out  to  canvass  the  out 
voters. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  whole  of  the  money 
he  so  took  out,  was  applied  to  paying  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  out  voters — ‘do  you  believe  the 
whole  of  the  mojiiey  was  so  applied? — I  do 
know  of  no  other  application,  or  saw  any. 
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l“'y  “'''■'‘Cy.paicl  to  any  iuJivi- 
elector.-  Never  to  iiiy  knovvlcdf^e’  per¬ 
sons  goino- out  to  caiiva.ss  iniglit  be  electors 
and  inip-lit  be  electors  \vitliont"inv  knowledo-e' 

lo  what  purpose  was  that  sum  applied.?--! 
nnderstood  by  Mr.  Inge  it  was  applied  to  pay¬ 
ing  eoiinse].  ^  M ‘V 

V  ou  did  not  see  any  part  of  tlnu  nioacv  ap- 

pbeu  yonrseh  1  did  not.  "  ^ 

BexN j AM j?7  Dickens,  ca/Zcrl  in  and  szconi, 

— I  i^ttoniey,  I  believe,  in  Coveiitry  f 

Do  yon  recollect,  just  before  the  Coveiitrv 

wiiodco^rf  do" 

,  five  Lindred  ponnXf-Mj?  .lederyb""" 

tion't-fd'dl  tlivcc- 

Do  yon  recollect  a  conversation  of  ’\lr  Jef 
pryss,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposal  mb;  k 
hnn  by  the  Corperation  of  CoVentrv,  in  ,~ 

to  Ins  bemg  a  candidate  f~I  know  of  no  s  ''cii 
conversation  at  all. 

Mr.  defierys  never  consulted  von  as  to  wl-t 
course  he  snould  pursue  with  the  corpora'tion 
(  f  Co\ent.y,  as  to  money  matters  ,? _ No 

■wi^Mf  conveiiatiou  ' 

\wth  Mr.  Jelierys,  respecting  any  money  nj-*r- 

teis  relating  to  the  election  at  Coventry? _ Not 

tit  ail;  the  conception  i  har*  -cj  tr.  n  ^ 

advanced  by  Mr.beiferys  wasl  that  it  waXo 
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1)0  laid  out  ill  the  fair  and  honourable  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  election.  _  ; 

You  are  now  speaking  of  the  live  hundied 
pounds^  you  paid  by  his  directions  to.  jNli. 
AYoodcock  ^  es. 

You  say  vou  had  no  conversation  with  Mr. 
Jelfervs  respecting  money  matters  None  ; 
1  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  corporation^  1 
was  agent  to  Mr.  Jcflerys_,  and  no  one  else.  .. 

Had  you,  at  the  election^,  any  conversation 
with  Captain  Barlow,  at  all  r — None  at  all ;  1 
was  employed  from -the  beginning  by  jNlr.  Jef- 
ferys  only  ;  I  considered  myself  acting  through 
tlie  v/hole  election,  solely  as  the  agent  of  Mr. 
Jefferys.  1  borrowed  that  money  for  Mr.  Jef- 
ferys  myself. 

Mr.  Jefferys  having  drawn  a  bill  ? — No.;  ^Ir. 
Jefferys  gave  me  a  note  which  1  endorsed. 

Then  cfo  you  know  of  any  security  given  to 
the  corporation,  on  any  person  in  Coventry, 
with  a  view  to  election  purposes  ? — None  at  all ; 
I  am  sure  there  was  none  within  my  know¬ 
ledge. 

Charles  Lilley,  called  in  and  szcorn. 


You  live  at  Coventry,  I  understand  — \es. 

'  And  have  lived  there  many  years  : — \  es. 

Are  you  a  native  of  Coventry  — Yes. 

Have  you  no  bets  depending  upon  the  re¬ 
sult  of  this  election  ? — Not  one. 

You  recollect  the  circumstances  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  at  Coventry  in  July? — I  do. 

Do  you  remember  whether  Mr.  Car' or,  jun. 
before*  that  time,  had  been  the  under  Sheriff? 

.  — I  do^  I  believe  he  was. 

When  the  poll  began,  did  he  appear  upon 
the  Hustings  ? — He  did,,  before  the  poll  began. 

Did  he  act  in  his  character  of  under  Sheriff^ 
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or  ill  any  otlier  respect? — lie  did  not  act  as 
under  slieriiT,  he  was  challenged,  and  he  said 
he  was  not  Under  Shcriil. 

VV'^as  he  doing  any  thing?— -1  think  he  de¬ 
manded  a  poll  in  writing,  on  hehalt  oi  IMr. 
Harlow  and  Mr.  Jeflcrys  ;  and  he  was  objected 
to,  as  being  under  sheriff. 

He  demanded  a  poll  as  a  freeman  ? — \es,  he 
said  he  vviis  not  under  sheriff,  and  attended 
there  for  Mr.  Harlow  and  blr.  JelTerys  ;  1  was 
close  to  him  at  the  time  he  spoke. 

Did  he  (‘onlinue  from  that  time  to  act  as 
agent  of  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  .lefferys.'— 
1  think  lie  acted  every  day  but  one,  and  ir.at 
day  he  told  me  he  was  going  upon  some  Ini',]- 
ness  to  the  sessions,  and  could  not  act  that 
day. 

ilaving  lived  so  long  at  Uoventry  do  you 
know  the  elreumstance  of  wlnit  is  called  Sir 
'fhomas  ^'^-'diiLe’s  cliarity  ;  do  you  remember 
the  distribution  of  it  for  many  years  past  i"— 
Yes.  . 

'  At  what  time  of  the  year  have  they  liecn 
distributed  as  long  as  you  remember? — in 
Trinity  Week. 

Do  you  speak  generally  or  nniversaliy,  as 
far  as  your  memory  goes  ? — I  never  Ioicav  them 
distribute  it  but  in  Trinity  Vv  eek  ;  they  might 
have  beep,  but  1  never  beard’that  they  wine, 
'j’wenty  or  thirty  times  to  my  knowledge  they 
have  been  distributed  in  Trinity  week;  [  kuQv.^ 
oersons  that  have  had  them. 

At  what  time  were  they  distributed  last 
? — It  was  in  the  month  of  October,  I  be¬ 
lieve. 

Wiiat  time  does  the  mayor  go  out  of  olffec  ? 
— ^The  choice  is  generally  made  in  October. 
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and  I  believe  he  is  always  sworn  in  on  the 
i  1.  oh  i\o ve m b er . 

Do  you  know  who  has  the  power  of  dis¬ 
tribution  r — 1  sliould  look  upon  it  tiie  Mayor, 
i^Iagistratcs  and  Council. 

lii  [ioint  of  fact  tliey  were  not  distributed  till 
October  ? — No. 

M  A T T IT E w  Payne,  called  in  a n d  s ic c r u . 

I 

iSir.  Const.  on  are  an  atiorney,  I  believe, 
'in  Coventry  ? — 1  am. 

M^as  'you  at  tlio-  last  Coventrv  election  a 
member  of  anyt  commit  tec  for  eondiieling-  tlie 
election? — I  was  not.  ^ 

[n  what  way  v.'as  you  eiiiploycd  at  tlmt  elec¬ 
tion  r  -I  was  employed  in  Saint  Marv’s  llall, 
which  was  a  public  place  of  niectino-." 

For  what  ]>urpose  was  you  tliere  Imploved? 
was  ern|doyed  for  conducting  cleetian 
b.usiness,  so  far  as  related  to  tl;e  out-voters. 

Wdiose  election  business  wms  vou  employed 
to  couduct,  what  candidates? — 'IFe  e;indid/ucs 
were  the  paitics  i  attended  forofeoinsc. 

Name  t  h  e  m  ? — M  r .  J  c  fi  e  i*  y  s  a  n  d  M  r .  B  a  r- 
1(7W,  i  was  not  employed  byliicm  particularly. 

However,  you  was  employed  there  for  Kh-. 
.letTerys  and  Mr.  Barlow? — Ves. 

Ill  eonseiuieiice  of  tiiat  employment  had 
you  eommunicaiion  with  the  eouimitlee  at  tire 
tioal  Hall?— i  sent  persons  who  had  inonev  to 
receive  for  their  expenees  to  that  committee. 

Tlicn  I  am  to  understand  from  you,  that  the 
eoiumittce  at  the  Cloal  Hall  was  the  proper 
place  to  semi  persons  to,  \vho  had  money  to 
receiver — I  don’t  know  ;  we  used  to  send  pa¬ 
per  to  that  committee  lor  their  ex[)ences.  I 
don’t  know  any  thing  about  thc^ money  trans¬ 
actions. 
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For  what  purpose  did  you  send  persons  to 
tlie  committee  at  the  Goal  Hall? — Persons 
that  were  einploved  to  look  after  the  outvoters  ; 
tiicy  wanted  their  expciices^  and  1.  used  to  send 
tliem  there. 

Saiiit  olary’s  Hall  was  an  o[)en  place  for 
any  person  to  go  r — Any  body  came  that 
chose.  z'  "  ' 

Av  as  there  any  peeson  came  there  with  whom 
you  was  in  the  habit  of  con>u]ting  wliat  yon 
siiould  do  ? — Noj  1  had  no  consultation^  it  was 
leh  to  me  to  consult  the  outvoters. 

P)y  whom  was  you  e.m])ioycd  ? — I  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  Mr.  Inge^  the  town  clerk. 

And  you  was  employed  by  him  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  taking  steps  to  bring  in  the  Out-votes  i' 
— Yes. 

And  there  were  no  persons  in  the  habit  of 
coining  or  consulting  with  as  to  the  ne¬ 
cessary  steps  ? — Tlierc  was  Mr.  Dickens  who 
acted  a  part  for  me  ;  he  assisted  in  taking  an 
account  of  the  poll. 

Air.  Dickens  the  atVirney  ? — Air.  Dickens 
the  attorney  acted  with  me, 

Did  he  act  with  you  for  Air.  Jefferys  and 
AJr.  Barlow  both? — Yes,  lie  acted  with  me, 
but  not  irnmy  department. 

IPas  he  acting  for  both  of  them? — I  don't 
know  who  he  was  acting  for,  or  who  was  to  pav 
him;  he  used  to  assist  me  in  checking  off  tiie 
books;  i  used  to  check  the  out  votes  myself, 
and  he  assisted  me  in  checking  off  the  town 
votes;  when  I  had  time  1  assisted  in  checking- 
olf  tiie  tovrn  -votes  also,  and  occasionally  there 
was  another  person  employed. 

AVlio  was  that  ? — Air.  VYilrnot,  an  attorney, 
lie  used  to  assist  in  cheeking  them  off. 

M  jio  did  you  employ  in  London,  for  the 

G  3 
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purpose  or  gcttuio’ in  ^lie  out-votes  r — i  cor¬ 
responded  with  wlr.  Ciarkc  iii  London.  a:e- 
neiully. 

^  'Who  is  Mr.  Chyke  Mr.  Clarke  is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  one  or  the  ])resent  Sheriffs  of  (Mventry. 
I^oes  he  reside  in  Coventry  .? — Yesi  lie  did  re¬ 
side  in  London  at  tliat  time. 

AV  nat  is  he  ? — I  don’t  know  that  he  is  in  any 
business  now. 

1  hen  it  was  Mr.  Clarke  you  corresponded 
with  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  dovrn  th.e 
London  votes,  and  the  London  business  — 
Yes,.  ’  ' 

Mr.  Mills.  Do  you  reeoileet  Mr.  Bird  and 
Mr,  Moore  being  in  Coventry  before' either  of 
the  other  candidates  came  there  — 1  belie vo 
they  were. 

borne  time  previous  to  the  election  taking 
place  ? — They  were. 

AYas  the  town  in  its  usual  state  of  quiet,  at 
the  time  they  were  canvassing  the  town  ? — I 
cannot  say  it  was  quite  quiet,  in  the  wav  I 
wished  it. 

Pray  tell  us  whether  the  peace  of  the  town 
was  invaded  or  not,  during  the  time  they- were 
canvassing I  don’t  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  ;  there  was  a  great  uproar  certainly 

Did  you  see,  while  they  were  canvassing, 
any  collection  of, people  with  them  Yes. 

Had  they  the  Hags  with  them  ^ — I  think  they 
hadthe  waM  Hags. 

\Vhat  sort  of  Hags  were  they? — They  had 
the  name  of  the  ward  upon  them,  [  think  the 
ward  Hags  tvere  those  at  that  time. 

^  AAYre.you  present  at  the  King’s  Head  when 
Colonel  Brook  tvas  there  ? — [  was  not. 

AVas  you  })resent  when  Mr.  defferys  came 
to  Coventry,  and  was  at  the  AATiitc  Bear  ?^ _ 
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No  :  I  \Yas  coiiilned  altOi>;etlier  at  St  Marv’s 
Hall.  •  ‘ 

Did  you  ever  consult  either  vvitli  Mr.  Jef- 
ferys  or  Mr.  Barlow,  with  respect  to  the  duty 
you  undertook  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall.^ — ^No;  t 
never  saw  them  all  the  time;  they  never  were 
at  St.  Mary’s  Dali  during  all  the  election,  nor 
for  several  days  before. 

Did  you,  yourself^  ask  any  approbation  from 
Mr.  Barlow^  of  any  thing  that  you  did  in  the 
course  of  your  duty  ? — Never. 

Mr.  Const' .  j)id  you  ever  recollect  a  quieter 
election  at  Coventry  I  never  knew  a  (juieter 
election  there  in  my  life,  since  1  can  remember 
it. 

Was  it  quiet  — I  think  it  was  as  quiet  dur¬ 
ing  this  election,  as  most  elections  have  been. 

iLLiAM  Buck,  called  in  and  sworn. 

Mr.  Const.  AV’^ere  you  a  warden  of  the 
drapers  company  in  July  last — if  was. 

.Do  you  remember  Captain  Barlow  coming 
to  town  — f  do. 

Do  you  know  of  any  applications  made  to 
Captain  Barlow  to  corae.^ — No;  I  did  not 
know  of  any  direct  application.. 

Do  you  know'  of  any  application  : — No  ;  vin 
fact  1  knew  nothing  of  it,  till  on  tiie  Sunday  ; 
a  mere  accident  in  the  street.  I  knew 
nothino*  of  it  till  he  came. 

^  O 

Did  you  know  it  before  he  came  ^ — On  the 
Suntiay  morning,  previous  to  his  coming;  but 
it  was  not  positively  decided  vrhetlier  he  came 
forward  or  not  ;  a  gentleman  in  the  street, 
who  told  me  lie  wuis  come:  .1  was  in  some 
doubt  till  the  Monday  morning,  whether  he 
would  come. 

Do  you  happen  to  know,  what  induced  him 
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to  come^  whether  upon  tlie  appliciition  of  r.nv 
persons  in  Coventry? — There  was  a  gciille- 
inaiij  whose  name  1  do  not  recollect,  at  tlic 
Kjng- s^Head  who  did  decline;  and  I  under¬ 
stood  X/aptain  Barlow  was  in  company,  and 

he  said,  it  he  declined  he  would. stand  him¬ 
self. 

Who  was  present  attliat  time?-— I  can’t  tell. 

"Was  you  there? — No;  tlierc  was  a  great 
number  of  people  in  the  street  who  could  not 
get  at  tlmm. 

i'iow  long'  was  this  belore  i\jr.  Barlow  came 
into  tlie  town  '' — Tins,  1  believe,  was  on  Satur¬ 
day,  Culonel  Brook  declined,  and  I  nndej;- 
stood  Captain  Barlow  offered  his  services,  and 
on  the  Monday  morning  he  declared  himself. 

Ji)o  you  remember  Mr.  Jefterys  comino- 
into  Coventry  ? — I  did  not  see  him.  ^ 

^  on  saw  him  there  afterwards? — I  don’t 
think  I  saw  him  for  three  or  four  days. 

Had  you  any  communication  whh  anv  of 
the  members  of  the  corporation  of  Coventry, 
respecting  the  candidates? — We  applied  by 
letter. 


Who  do  you  mean  by  we? — The  drapers 
company.  ^  ^ 

,14/ 

ou  acted  for  the  drapers  company? — Cer¬ 
tainly. 


AVith  wliom  had  you  any  conversation  as  to 

the  intended  members,  after  the  letter? _ It 

fe^ll  into  the  general  mass  of  the  town  on  the 
Adonday  morning;  when  Mr.  Ihirlow  came 
(orth  to  declare  Tiiihsclf,  several  gentlemen 
were  sent  for,  who  were  not  members  of  the 
dra[)ers  company,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them  but  guch  as  were  supposed,  1  presume, 
to  be  irienedy  to  that  side  oi  the  question, 
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here  was  this  meeting  held? — At  dNIr. 
J anies  Tiv)ii2?htoii’s  house. 

He  is  clerk  of  the  drapers  com[)any? — Yes. 

-Did  you  come  to  any  resoliitiou  at  that 
meeting  ? — Notiiing  more  titan  that^  I  believe^ 
the  gentlemen  present  shook  innids  with  Mr. 
liariow  and  wished  him  success. 

How  soon  afterwards,  had  you  any  access 
to  Mr.  Jellervs? — 1  don’t  know  that  the  dra- 

v' 

pers  comjtany  had  anj^  access  to  Mr.  Jcffeiys 
a!  terv/ards,  anymore  than  as  v.e  were  going 
to  the  boot!),  i\[r.  Jetierys  joined  us,  generally 
it  might  be  so 
attend. 


but  1  (lid  not  very  iiiueh 


M' as  ?>Ir.  Barlow  understood  by  you,  as 
being  in  the  interest ol‘ the  drapers  company? 
—  lie  was  considered  as  being  in  the  higli  in- 
tes’est,  that  is  the  drapers  compatijo 

By  what  interest  was  Mr.  Jefferys  supposed 
to  be  supported  ? — Generally  speaking,  by  the 
corporation  and  other  fricmjs. 

AVas  there  at  any  time  a  junction  between 
the  corporation,  about  sup[)orting  two  mem¬ 
bers? — 1  know  of  no  1‘urtber  junction  than 
from  a  letter. 

Did  3’ou  in  fact,  afterwards,  support  Mr. 
Jeiterys,  as  v.'cll  as  Mao  Barlow  ? — Yes  ;  not 
personalh',  f  had  no  vote.  The  friends  of 
each,  supported  the  other  generalh'. 

^"^"ere  not  tlie  eflbrts  of  these  two  bodies 
cqualh"  e.verlcd  for  the  advantage  of  both 
these  geiuletnen? — I  canuot  say  how  cepud  it 
might  be,  there  is  no  doubt  it  was  general. 

Wiis  not  evciy  thing  adopted  and  executed, 
that  could  tend  to  tlie  advantage  of  either  of 
thein,i  and  both  of  them  ? — 1  cannot  say;  there 
v.'ere  some  objections  to  one,  that  were,  not  to 
tlie  other,  some  gentlemen  split  upon  that  rock. 
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We  are  told  tliere  was  a  fund  for  the  pur¬ 
poses' of  the  election;  did  you  not  yourself, 
subscribe  some  money  ( — I  did  ;  but  did  not 
it. 

How  did  it  happen  that  you  did  not  pay  itt 
— 1  have  never  been  asked  for  it. 

The  election  was  rather  expensive,  was 
there  any  reason  for  withholdinp;  the  money  t 
— The  onlv  reason  I  can  assign  is,  that  1  newr 
was  asked  for  it. 

Had  it  been  called  for,  you  was  ready  to  put  , 

it  down  ? — ^  es.  _  ^  ' 

Who  w'as  to  have  had  tlie  disposal  or  that 
money  of  your’s  t — i  cannot  answ'cr  that. 

AVho  vvas  to  have  the  control  over  it.? — I 
don’t  know. 

What  was  vour  understanding  upon  tin* 
sul)ject,  when  you  put  your  name  down  — 1 
never  did  put  my  name  down. 

Do  you  know  any  other  person  that  pro¬ 
mised  at  tlie  same  time,  or  at  any  other  lime 
— I  cannot  say  positively.  I  saw  a  piece  of 
paper,  that  I  presinned,  was  wrote  iroin  a  sup¬ 
position  that  one  gentleman  would  give  so 
much,  and  I  was  afterwards  told  that  they  had 
done  it:  my  name  in  the  paper  appeared  a 
bhink.  I  interfered  very  little  with  the  elec¬ 
tion. 

Do  von  know  of  your  own  knowledge, 
whether  Captaii)  Bariow  himself,  subscribed 
a  part  of  it,  or  Mr.  JeiTerys-r — Of  my  ov.n 
knowledge,  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Mills.  You  was,  at  this4imc,  warden 
of  tlie  company  ? — Yes. 

Yon,  therefore,  know  what  the  transactions 
of  the  company  then  were? — ^'cs. 

What  you  have  stated,  you  know  to  have 
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been  the  opinion^  and  sentiments  of  the  coni- 
t^anv  for  whom  von  acted  ? — \  es. 

Tiiat  they  adopted  Mr.  Ibirlow  of  their  own 
choice  ? — Yes. 

Wheir  they  adopted  him,-  was  tiiere  any 
money  offereeb  or  proposal  made  by  him  ;  or, 
did  yon  do  it  because  he  oflered  liimselfr — 

I  iiave  always  understood  an  election  at  Co- 
ventrv  was  attended  with  a  very  serious  ex- 
pence,  and  we  agreed  to  defray  a  part  of  tiic 
cxpeuce. 

VVdio  do  you  mean  by  we? — A  body  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  town;  I  don’t  mean  the  drapers 
company,  certainly  not.  ' 

\\'hen  3X)u  adopted  Air.  Barlow,  Mr.  Jef- 
fervs  was  not  there  ? — He  was  not. 

You  are  stated  as  a  company  to  have  joined 
tlic  corporation,  at  this  election,  for  the  first 
timer — For  the  first  time  that  I  know  of. 

Wii  at  was  the  reason  of  the  drapers  com¬ 
pany  separating  itself  from  its  old  interest  and 
joining  the  corporation  ? — I  believe  the  reason 
we  were  displeased  with  the  conduct  of  one 
of  the  candidates  for  bringing  a  person  down 
without  our  consent. 

Was  you  pleased  with  Air.  Bird’s  conduct, 
respecting  the  house  of  industry  ^ — Not  at  all. 

j)id  that  orm  any  part  of  Vour  reason.^ — A 
very  consioerable  part. 

Tlien  you  had  two  reasons  for  adopting  Mr. 
Barlow';  one  was  your  opposition  to  Air.  Bird 
and  Air.  Aloore,  and  the  other,  your  appro¬ 
bation  of  Ajr.  Barlow?  I  cannot  say  much 
of  the  approbation  of  Air.  Barlow,  he  was 
almost  a  stranger. 

O  ^  , 

Upon  your  enquiring  he  was  a  stranger 
whom  you  accepted,  and  put  in  as  a  candi¬ 
date? — Yes., 


-ffc.  r* 
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He  \vas  put  in  3^0111*  directions  and 
v,-i,slies^  and  you  adopted  him  without  any 
leference  to  Mr.  Jefrerjcs^  or  a  junction  with 
mm  at  tiuit  time  f — \  es,  he  was  adopted  se¬ 
veral  days  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

/hr.  Const.  Wiis  any  tiling  subscribed  by 
tlie  draper’s  company  to  this  election  .Not 
as  a  company. 

Uhis  what  you  subscribed  as 'an  individual 
— as  an  ind.' vidual. 

^  .Do  you  know  of  any  subscriptions  made  by 
tiie  com|)an3g  members  of  the  companv  ^ — 
iNo,  i  do  not.  ^  ■ 

as  there  any  resolution  passed  tjiat  bound 

tiiem  in  way — JNo  more  than  as  men  o^ 
honor. 

Iheic  was  no  agreement^  no  subscription  as 
a  company,? — Not  a  fartliing. 

Nor  gave  any  security  for  money,  I  mean 
as  a  company  Not  any. 

Nou  came  to  a  resolution  that  the  :?cntle- 
men  shou  d  subscribe Not  the  candidates 
some  gentlemen  of  die  town.  *  ^ 

twogetuSemen  were  separate 

loinl??  tl,ey  nftorwr.rds 

joined  ?_I  camiot  say,  it  was  accident-  we 

went  w, til  Id r.  Barlow,  to  the  booth  several 
at  ih’e  Bel-“"®  joined  in 

1  don’t  mean  joining  companv;  T  mean 

WiloH,  was  at  first,  separated  from  Mr.  Jef- 

inn  v  and’Nl''’  l‘7f  oom- 

j  .  ly,  and  Mr.  Jeflerys  upon  the  interest  of 

the  I  oiporation  :  1  want  to  know  how  tlie  joint 

M.pport  took  place .t-1  cannot  answer  it  I 

Pnow  nothing  but  what  was  accidental.  ’ 
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Then  (lid  yoii^  who  meant  to  support  Mr. 
Bari  ow  by  aecideiUj  support  another  person 
with  him  r — 1  was  asked  if  I  would  give  the 
same  money  to  support  Mr.  Jefferys^  tis  I  did 
iNlr.  Barlow,  and  1  said  yes  :  that  is  ail  1  know 
of  it. 

As  to  the  general  interest,  how  soon 
was  it  they  were  supported  as  joint  candidates  ? 
— Leaving  out  money,  as  joint  candidates,  i 
.  conceived  they  were  pretty  generally  adopted 
by  most  people  from  the  first,  that  is  when  the 
election  began. 

As  soon  as  Air.  Jefterys  came,  in  short  ^ — 
They  kept  separate  for  some  days. 

The  drapers’  company  always  took  a  part  at 
every  election  at  Coventry  f — Generally,  as 
long  as  I  have  known  them. 

Have  they  a  considerable  degree  of  in¬ 
fluence  in  Coventry  ? — j^'ot  a  great  deal. 

How  many  votes  do  you  think  the  coni- 
panj^’s  interest  could  command  ? — Very  few  I 
conceive,  as  individuals  ;  it  was  the  appearance 
of  the  thing,  more  than  the  thing  itself ;  it 
gave  a  respectability  to  the  appearance  of  it. 

'  Was  there  any  meeting  to  put  in  nomina¬ 
tion,  either  of  the  candidates,  Mr.  Barlow, 
Mr.  iVloore,  oi;  Air.  Bird  ? — I  do  not  know 

Hid  the' .  drapers’  company  um>nimously 
agree  to  support  Air.  Barlow  ? — When  Mr. 
Barlow  came  on  the  Monday  and  declared 
himself,  many  of  the  gentlemen  met  at  Afu. 
Troughton’s,  who  were  favourable  to  Air.  Bar- 
low. 

A\'ere  Colonel  Brooke  and  Air.  Barlow  to¬ 
gether,  did  thev  come  into  town  together  — 
1  believe  not ;  1  believe  Colonel  Bixmke  came 
from  Birmingham  ;  he  came,  1  believe,  by  so- 
.licilation  to  the  King’s  Head,  he  was  there. 


'id  Ml?.  EDWARD  INGE’s  EXAMINATION. 

and  several  gentlemen  were  expected  to  wait 
npon  him  ;  but  the  mob  was  so  great  tiiey 
conid  not  get  to  him,  and  I  believe  they  were 
intimidated ;  and  then  Mr.  Barlow  said,  if 
you  go,  I  will  offer  myself. 

as  there  any  conversation  about  money 
at  tlie  meeting  ?  1  do  not  recollect  there  was, 
i  think  not. 

-^^djourncd. 


Monday,  February  oQth,  \QOS. 

Mr.  Edward  Inge  called  in  and  sicorn. 

Mr.  Const.  Yon  are  the  town  clerk  of  Co¬ 
ventry  .^—1  am. 

You  are  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Carter  — i  am. 

.Did  you  at  any  time  i)revious  to  the  last 
elcct!on,  go  ;o  the  master  or  any  of  the  officers 
of  tiic  drapers’  company,  npon  the  subject  of 
the  election  — Never. 

Von  was  not  concerned  in  any  agreement 
or  undertaking  between  the  drapmsMmmpany 
aiKi  the  corpoi ation  I  wasconcernod  in  some 
resolutions  between  the  drapers’  companv  and 
the  corporation,  respecting  inviting  Sir  Uobort 
Peele  to  Coventry. 

I  mean  respecting  the  two  members  tiiat 
tvere  returned : — 1  never  met  the  drapers’  com¬ 
pany  upon  the  subject  of  inviting  the  two  pre¬ 
sent  members. 

1  did  not  say  inviting ;  but  respeetlim  anv^ 
regulation  thj  ytiached  upon  tliat  clectmu  r-- 
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After  Mr.  Barlow  came  to  Covottrv,  I  saw  the 
master  ot  the  drapers’  company. 

How  long  after?— Mr.  Barlow  declared  his 
inteiitionot  oftering  himsedf  for  Coventrv  on 
the  l<riday  night,  1  believe,  before  tlioelecriou  • 
I  was  present  with  Mr.  Woodcock,  tlie  thetl 
master  of  the  drapers’  company,  on  the  Satur¬ 
day  previous  to  the  election,  when  Mr.  Barlow 
made  himseit  known.  I  heard  from  Mr. 
vV  oodcock  that  he  had  proposed  himself  as  a 
candidate,  that  was  the  lirst  I  ever  heard  of 
Captain  Barlow. 


you  understand  upon  what  interest  Mr 
Barlow  was  to  stand  for  Coventrv Mr. 

oodcock  was  the  master  of  the  drapers’  com- 
pan} ,  and  1  considered  the  drapers  by  their 
master,  vvould  adopt  Captain  Barlow,' parti¬ 
cularly  ;  1  understood  it  by  Mr.  Woodcock  the 

master;— I  never  met  the  drapers  upon  the 
siipject,  in  a  body. 

Oo  you  know  whether  Captain  Barlow  de- 
posited  any  sum  of  money  ?— I  undertood 
Captain  Barlow  was  to  spend  loOOl. 

From  whom  ?—  From  Mr.  Woodcock ;  I 
never  had  any  conversation  with  Captain  Bar- 
low  upon  the  subject,  every  thing  that  I  heard 
respecting  Captain  Barlow  was  from  Mr 
Woodcock. 


_  Ho  you  remember  Mr.  Jefierys  coming  to 
Coventry  r— That  was  before  Captain  Barlow  ; 
Mr.  Jellerys  made  his  imention  known  before 
I  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Woodcock 
upon  the  subject  of  Captain  Barlow. 

Ho  you  remember  the  time  when  Mr.  Jef- 

ferys  arrived  for  the  purpose  of  the  election  ? _ 

Un  the  outurday  preceding  the  poll. 

At  that  time  Captain  Barlow  was  in  Coven- 

the  best  of  my  knowledge;  I 


80  MR.  EDWARD  INGE’s  EXAMINATION. 

I 

think  it  was  in  the  evening  when  I  saw  Mr* 
W  ooclcock 

Do  you  remember  having  any  conversation 
with  Mr.  Jeffery s  respecting  the  terms  upon 
which  he  was  to  be  elected  ? — None  whatever. 

At  any  time  ? — I  never  had  any. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  Mr.  Jeffe- 
rys  deposited  any  money  for  the  purpose  of  the 
election  r — {  know  nothing  of  it  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Did  you  hear  it  from  Mr.  Jefferys  ? — No  ;  I 
heard  it  from  the  agent  of  Mr.  Jefferys. 

Had  you  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Jeffeiys 
with  which  you  understood  that  fact  — No. 

Do  you  know  whether  there  was  a  bank  of  any 
sort_,  or  a  purse  of  any  sort^  from  which  the  ex¬ 
pen  ces  of  the  election  was  taken  ? — 1  understand 
that  every  sum  was  put  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Woodcock,,  to  be  deposited  in  any  way  he 
thought  most  secure,  I  never  saw  any  pay¬ 
ment  made  to  Mr.  Woodcock  whatever. 

From  any  circumstance  within  your  know¬ 
ledge,  are  you  satisfied  there  was  such  a  fund  ? — 
Certainly  1  do  believe  it;  but  not  of  my  owm 
knowledge  ;  1  firmly  believe  it. 

I  ask,  whether  during  the  election,  you  had 
not  yourself,  resorted  to  that  fund,  and  taken 
money  out  of  it  ?  1  called  upon  Mr.  W^ood- 
cock  for  twm  hundred  pounds,  which  I  wuinted 
to  pay  the  counsel  ;  the  turn  hundred  pounds  I 
received,  and  I  firmly  believe,  that  it  came  out 
of  that  fund. 

You  donY  know'  it  ?  1  reall}^  don’t  know'  it ; 
but  I  firmly  believe  it.  1  never  saw  a  shilling 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  W^oodcock. 

Did  you  receive  more  than  twu)  hundred 
pounds  before,  after,  or  during  theelection  ? — t 
paid  fifteen  pounds  or  guineas,  to  Mr. /Payne, 
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received  from  tlie  liands  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  I  think 
at  two  payments. 

•  From  wliom  did  you  receive  the  two  hun- 

one 

or  Mr.  Woodcock’s  clerks,  but  am  not  certain. 
1  applied  to  Mr.  Woodcock’s  clei*ks  tor  it,  and 
the  application  of  it  was  to  Mr.  Morris,  the 
counsel  tor  the  returning  officer.— I  conveyed 
Jt  trom  Mr.  Woodcock’s  to  Mr.  Morris,  who 
was  at  the  under  sheritF’s,  three  doors  off. 

I  on  did  not  see  any  purse  then,  or  know 
where  it  was  deposited?— I  attended  at  the  Goal 
Hall  with  Mr.  Woodcock,  and  I  saw  several 
payments  made  there. 

As  you  had  only  received  from  Mr.  Wood¬ 
cock  or  his  clerk,  two  hundred  pounds,  and 
trom  another  person,  fifteen  pounds  or  guineas^ 

—Yes,  from  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  I  paid  it  to  Mr 
I'avne. 

Then  I  ask  you,  whether  having  paid  those 
sums,  you  ever  saw  a  purse,  or  resorted  to  a 
place  where  there  was  a  purse,  containin^r  mo¬ 
ney  tor  election  puqioses?— I  attended  tlnTGoal 
Hall  as  a  committee-man,  where  there  Was  a 
purse,  out  of  wliich  I  saw  money  paid  to  nel¬ 
sons  who  wei^  can vassing.  All  ihat  f  saw  was' 
paid  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  Mr.  Ewbank. 

\  oil  never,  with  your  own  hand,  disposed  of 
any  other  sums  but  those  two? — I  have  no  re¬ 
collection  of  anv  other. 

Have  you  recollection  enough  to  know'  whe- 
theryou  did  or  not  ? — I  was  a  Cdmmitfee-man  • 
we  sent  persons  out  to  canvas  ;  sometimes  tliev 
had  three,  four  and  five  pognds.  I  saw  Mr! 
Sharpe  pay  various  small  sums  to  different  peo¬ 
ple  :  Mr.  Sharp  might  put  it  into  mv  hand,  and 
I  might  pay  it.  I  don’t  know  that,  but  Mr. 
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Sharpe  kept  the  account  generally,  and  in  that 
way  the  [>aynn'ius  were  made  in  my  })resence. 

In  whose  custody  was  that  puise  ?  IVlr** 
Sharpe’s ;  this  was  a  purse,  1  wish  to  be  under¬ 
stood,  kept  at  the  (loal  Hall,  the  money  was 
brought  from  Mr.  Woodcock  by  hundreds,  or 
whatever  it  might  be,  kept  in  a  purse  at  the 
County  Hall,  and  there  distributed  to  persons 
w'ho  had  demands  upon  it. 

The  committee  sat  at  the  County  Hall  ?— 

Yes.  ,  , 

By  the  County  Hall,  do  you  mean  the  Gaol 

Hall  ?— Yes. 

Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  other 
purse,  or  any  other  tund  in  IVIr.  H  oodcocK  s 
possession  for  that  purpose  ? — I  know  of  none  ; 
the  i)rincipal  fund  was  at  Mr.  Woodcock’s,  the 
money  was  paid  into  his  hands  tor  safe  custody, 
and  tlien  retailed  out  to  the  committee. 

Do  you  know  what  was  the  amount  of  the 
money  deposited  in  Mr.  Woodcock’s  hands 
for  safe  custody? — I  know  by  representa¬ 
tion,  I  can  recapitulate  what  1  believe  it  to 
be:  tliree  thousand  pounds  1  think,  I  am  sa- 
tistied  that  was  the  fact,  I  believe  to  be  tlic 
fa(  t  most  seriously,  but  I  do  not  know  it  of  my 
own  knowledge,  because  1  did  not  see  it ;  but 
hv  every  other  conviction  on  earth  1  am  satis- 
lied  of  it. 

Can  you  state  exactly  the  dilferent  sums 
which  made  up  that  tliree  thousand  pounds  ? — 
1  can  upon  belief;  1  did  not  see  the  sums  paid. 

Who  composed  the  committee  at  which  you 
and  Mr.  Woodcock  sat  and  conducted  husi- 
— \lr.  Woodcock,  and  Mr.  Sharpe. 

Mr.  Payne? — No. 

How  was  he  employed  ? — >lle  was  employed 
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at  St.  Mary’s  Hall,  for  tVie  purpose  of  making 
out  the  routes  for  tiie  out  voters.  ,  - 

Wlio  employed  him? — 1  hrst  retained  him 
m  vself. 


VV  ho  is  he  ? — An  attoimey.  f 

Beil  jamin  Dickiiis  ? — He  was  not  at  the  T/oal 
Hall,  he  was  the  agent,  as  1  understand,  of  jNir. 
Jefferys;  he  was  occasionally  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall. 
I  never  saw  him  at  tlie  other  hall  as  ivecollect. 


Who  employed  him 't — I  don’t  know. 

Mr.  W  ihnot  ? — Mr.'  \V  ilmot  was  occasion¬ 
ally  at  Saint  Mary’s  Hall  ;  he  volunteered  his 
services  I  know,  1  will  state  who  they  were: 
Mr.  Woodcock,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  tlwhank, 
Alderman  Whitwell,  myself,  and  Mr.  .Dickins, 
was  there  occasionally — Mr.  Dickins  was  there 
very  seldom.  I  don’t  recollect  seeing  him 
there  three  times. 

Was  Mr.  Alderman  AVilliamson  there  ? — I 
don’t  recollect  seeing  him  there,  he  certainly 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  committee,  lie  w^as 
very  much  at  the  other  Hail. 

Was  Mr.  Miillis  the  Mayor,  a  member  of 
the  Committee  ? — No. 

Did  he  use  to  attend  ? — I  don’t  recollect  see^ 
ing  him  there,  he  could  have  no  business  there, 
unless  he  wished  to  speak  to  any  person. 

Was  Mr.  Goode  there  ? — His  father  is  the 
Goaier,  and  he  lives  with  his  father,  but  was 
not  upon  the  committee.' 

Did  he  use  to  attend  the  committee  ? — Tm 
have  seen  iiim  there,  he  was  not  upon  the  com¬ 
mittee 


•w  as  Mr.  Perkins  there? — He  was  not  upon 
the  committee.  I  may  have  seen  him  there, 
but  1  cannot  recollect  ;  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  say  who  came  into  the  room. 

Were  not  Mr.  Goode  and  Mr.  Perkins 

I  2 
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frequently  there,  upon  the  business  of  the  elec* 
tion?— Mo  I  not  upon  the  business  of  that  corn" 
mittee,  they  might  have  come  into  the  room* 
Mr.  Goode  lived  in  the  Goal,  and  therefore  he 
might  occasionally  come  in,  I  might  have  seen 
Mr.  Perkins  there,  but  very  seldom. 

What  was  their  business  there,  if  they  were 
not  upon  the  committee  ? — They  certainly 
might  come  in,  I  don’t  immediately  recollect 
what  they  wanted. 

1  mean  to  ask  whether  the  purpose  of  their 
coming  in  was  not  for  the  general  purpose  of 
the  election  ?— If  they  were  there,  it  was  upon 
the  business  of  the  election,  unquestionably. 

Did  the  gentlemen  whose  names  you  have 
mentioned  dine  and  drink  with  the  two  mem¬ 
bers  — The  two  members  alternately  dined  at 
the  King’s  Head,  and  the  White  Bear,  or  near¬ 
ly  so ;  the  dinner  was  provided  for  fifteen  or 
twenty,  and  they  very  often  dined  there.  I 
dined  there,  and  the  friends  of  the  parties  ge¬ 
nerally  dined  there,  the  bill  was  called  and  w^e 
paid  our  reckoning. 

Was  the  company  generally  the  same  ? — It 
often  varied;  there  was  generally  dinner  order¬ 
ed  for  fifteen  or  twenty,  sometimes  more,  some¬ 
times  less,  and  they  were  generally  composed 
of  the  same  description  of  people.  The  bill 
was  always  called  for  and  paid  ;  if,  by  acci¬ 
dent,  any  gentleman  went  away,  he  paid  the 
next  day.  The  intention  was,  that  every  thing 
should  be  paid  off  clearly,  or  accident  might 
have  prevented  its  being  done  perhaps. 

Do  you  know  of  any  general  subscription  for 
the  purpose  of  election  r — I  subscribed  myself,  , 
and  I  believe  several  others. 

Do  you  remember  whether  Mr.  Wyatt  the 
banker  subscribed  ? — I  believe  he  did  ;  I  know 
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It  SO  much  by  reputation^  that  1  cannot  doubt 
it.  * 

Did  you  apply  to  him  to  subscribe  ? — No. 

You  subscribed  yourself? — I  subsrcibcd 
fifty  pounds;  but  I  have  not  })aid  it,  nor  I  do* 
not  know  tlmt  any  gentleman  has,  except  Mr.' 
Wyatt.  I  liave  heard  by  reputation  that  he 
has  paid,  but  I  do  n^t  know  it. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  if  any  bills  unpaid^ 
have  been  demanded  ? — I  dare  say  there  are 
bills  unpaid. 

Do  you  know  it  — Not  of  mv  own  know- 
lodge  ;  but  I  liave  no* doubt. 

You  have  stated  that  money  was  distributed 
at  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  canvassitig, 
or  going  out,  or  something  of 'that  sort  :  Was 
there  any  committee  sitting  at  the  Fleur  (’e  lis  ? 
— None  that  r  know  of ;  1  knew  of  no  pc rs  jus 
sitting  there  in  particular. 

Do  you  know  ot  anwpersons  being'sent  thcie 
to  receive  money  : — I  believe  persons  were  s-Ciit 
then*  to  receive  monev. 

Do  you  not  frojii  your  own  knowledge,  be-, 
ing  in  the  committee,  know  that  Mr.  Perkins 
tbc  mayor  was  at  tlie  Fleur  de  lis,  and  that  per¬ 
sons  were  sent  there  tcj  receive  rnoiur'V  ? — [ 
don’t  know  itoi’  mv  own  knowledge,  I  nc'-er? 
was  at  tlie  Fleur  de  lis  during  ^the  wbMc* 
election.  '  .  •  s 

I  wa^uld  ask  wbetber  in  .the  cominitfre,  in 
which  you  state  yourself  to  have  sat,'tlicie  A^  as 
any  arrangement  for  any  person  sitting  at  ilu* 
Fleur  de  lis-f — t  do  not  recollect  atyy  such.  ^ 

Or  at  any  other  place — I  do  not  rec  diect 
any  such  thing 

VV^as  there  any  communieotion-befw'oeb  an'C’*- 
person  at  the  Fleur  de  lis,  and  thc^  committW? 

• — Not  that  i  recollect,  .  s  .  >• 

1  *  *  i 
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Noi  persons  sent  from  one  to  the  other  — 
Not  that  I  recollect, 

Doyou  happen  to  know  whether  there  was  any 
communication  between  the  persons  who  sat  at 
Saint  Mary's  Hall  and  the  Fleur  de  lis? — I  do 
not  know. 

I  believe  many  of  the  out-voters,  after  they 
had  polled  came  to  Saint  Mary’s  Hull,  and 
Avere  then  sent  to  the  Fleur  de  lis. 

Am  I  to  understand  that  you  are  talking  of 
the  canvassers  or  the  voters? — I  will  exactly 
state  the  fact :  The  people  who  went  out  tO' 
canvass,  their  route  was  made  up  at  Saint 
Mary’s  Hall,  they  were  sent  to  the  Goal  Hall, 
to  receive  what  was  necessary  for  the  route, 
ten-pence  or  a  shilling  a  mile ;  then,  when  a 
voter  had  voted,  he  went  to  Saint  Mary's  Hall, 
and  from  there  they  might  be  sent  to  the  Fleur 
de  lisv 

Were  they  referred  to  any  particular  per¬ 
son  at  the  Fleur  de  lis  for  the  same  purpose  ?— — 
I  believe  they  were. 

What  was  that  purpose  ? — -I  heard  several 
persons  referred  from  St.  Mary’s  Hall  to  the 
Fleur  de  lis,  to  Mr.  Perkins  and  his  son  :  lie 
is  not  the  mayor,  Mr.  Mullis  is  the  mayor. 

Ho  you  happen  to  know  from  the  same 
source  for  what  purpose  they  were  sent? — 
I  believe  to  be  paid  the  common  expenccs 
of  their  journey,  and  to  have  the  business- 
completeiy  wound  up  as  to  the  country  voters  ; 
I  firmly  believe  after  he  had  voted,  the  expence 
of  his  journey  and  every  thing  was  compieated, 
and  I  believe  there  he  was  paid. 

Was  there  any  regulation  of  expence,  or 
was  it  discretionary  ?— It  was  regulated,  as  I 
firmly  believe,  by  the  distance  the  voters  came. 

From  any  regulation  that  you  yourself  was 
[rivy  to^  do  you  know  that  that  was  the  mode? 
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—•He  was  sent  from  Saint  Mary^s  HallUo  the 
Goal  Hall;  then  he  voted,  and  then  was  sent 
to  the  Fleur  de  lis,  where  he  was  paid. 

Mr.  Mills.  You  are  a  partner  with  Mr. 
Carter? — lam. 

Was  you  at  any  one  period  of  the  election 
as  the  attorney,  or  to  your  knowledge  was  Mr,. 
Carter  as  the  attorney,  employed  by  Mr.  liar- 
low  for  any  one  purpose  ? — Mr.  Carter,  like' 
myself,  was  a  volunteer,  and  every  professional 
man  who  acted  with  us  was  a  volunteer_y 
except  Mr.  Payne. 

Could  Mr  Carter  have  been  employed,, 
circumstanced  as  he  was  with  you  as  an  agent 
for  Mr.  Barlow,  without  your  knowledge  — 
Impossible. 

Then  I  am  to  understand  yo  u  to  stiy  upe 
your  oath  Mr,  Carter  was  not  employed  in  th 
character  of  an  agent  in  that  election  r — To 
my  knowledge  he  was  not. 

Mr.  Carter,  I  am  told  by  Mr.  Mason,  acted 
at  the  booth  ? — He  did. 

He  checked  the  books  ?  -.He  did. 

Other  people  acted,  who  were  fixed  there  to^ 
see  that  the  election  was  carried  on  fairly  \ — 

-r  ^ 


l)o  you  know  of  any  appointment  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Barlow,  even  to  that  ? — No,  he  did  not 
know  of  it,  I  will  answer  for  it. 

Are  not  those  arrangements  necessary  at 
elections  r — Ever. 

;  I  do  not  understand  you  to  say  that  Captain 
Barlow  did  not  see  these  gentlemen  act  ? — No,, 
certainly  not, 

I  ask  w'hether  Mr.  Barlow  appointed  or  knew 
of  his  being  appointed  to  that  business  .? — Cer- 
tainly  not,  according  to  my  knowledge.  " 
Do  you  recollect  during  the  election,  any 
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o^ie  act  done  by  you  or  Mr.  Carter  that  was* 
referred  to  Captain  Barlow  tor  his  approbation  ?• 
— Certainly  not. 

Do  you  know  of  any  one  instance  in  which 
Mr.  Carter  stood,  acting  under  the  directioiT 
bt  Mr.  Barlow  .'* — Certainly  not. 

Could  he  have  been  acting  under  the  direc- 
fcjon  of  Capt,  Barlow  without  your  knowledge 
— Certainly  not. 

Then'  you  are  satisfied  Mi .  Carter  did  not 
act  as  an  agent? — am  satisfied  Mr.'.  Carter 
as  myself,  acted  as  a  volunteer.. 

We  will  now  come  to  the  period  of  Mr. 
BarlowV appearance  ;  M.r.  Barlow  was  a  can¬ 
didate  independant  of  Mr.  Jefferys? — Totally, 
so. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  j\Ir.  Barlow 
.  b}"  the  drapers  company/ did  you  bear  of  Mr. 
Jefferys  being  joined  and  linked  to  him  at  all.? 
— Certainly  not. 

Then  for  a  time  during  the  election,  the 
interest  of  these  gentlemen,  and  their  namei 
were  distinct? — -lies,  and  tlieir. advertisements 
were  separate. 

In  the  course  of  the  election  did  they  adver-; 
tize jointly? — They  did. 

You  have  said  distinctly:,  you  never  had  any 
conversation  with  Mr.  Jelfcrys,  with  respect 
to  any  money,  any  contribution,  or  any  thing 
of  that  sort? — iNo. 

My  reason  for  asking  is,  it  has  been  declared 
by  a  person  upon  oath,  that  yon  came  from 
the  corporation  with  a  message  to  Mr.  Jefferys^ 
and  demanded  a  security  of  ^OOl.  he  not  being 
able  to  advance  above  500i.i.  here  any  truth 
in  that  fact .? — None. 

Had  y.oii  any  conversation  abcut  a  security 
demanded  by  the  corporation  from  Mr.  Jef- 


MH.  EDWAHD  INGe’s  EXAMINATION.  89 

fery’s,  respecting  the  election,  for  election  {)ur- 
poses  ? — No  such  thing,  none  at  all. 

l>id  the  corporation  ever  send  you  or  authorize 
you  with  a  message,  respecting  money,  or 
security  for  money  about  the  election  ? — Never. 

AVhen  you  adopted  Mr.  Jefferys,  did  you 
adopt  him  upon  any  money  contract? — ^^None  ; 
we  adopted  Captain  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys, 
approving  of  them. 

For  what  did  you  subscribe  500).  ? — ^To  de¬ 
fray  the  honorable  expences  of  the  election. 

Did  you  empower  any  person  to  make  use 
of  any  of  that  money,  but  for  the  fair  and 
honourable  expences  of  the  election  ? — I  never 
empowered  any  one. 

Idle  200l.  that  you  drew,  you  drew  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  corporation,  to  pay  the  corporation 
and  the  sheriffs  counsel? — L  did. 

So  that  the  two  hundred  pounds,  paid  to  Mr. 
Morris,  was  out  of  the  fund  the  corporation 
subscribed  ? — It  was. 

In  the  course  of  your  observations  at  the 
committee,  and  at  anytime  during  the  election, 
did  you  see  any  money  applied  by  persons  or 
asked  for  by  persons  except  for  the  canvas¬ 
sing,  and  payment  of  the  outvoters  their  travel¬ 
ling  expences?— I  did  not;  I  saw  no  misappli¬ 
cation  of  any  money,  if  I  had,  I  think  1  should 
have  checked  it. 

You  know  of  no  other  established  committee 
for  the  management  of  the  election,  but  that 
at  the  Goal  Hall  r — I  do  not. 

\  ou  was  acting  as  a  committee-man ;  was  you 
appointed  there  by  Mr.  Barlow,  or  did  you 
act,  wishing  to  support  the  election? — We' 
were  all  self  created  ;  I  never  had  any  confer- 
rence  with  Mr.  Barlow  upon  the  subject. 
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Did  think  it  necessary  to  coiiFcr  with 
him  at  all  ? — No. 

Did  you  ever  report  for  tiie  approbation  of 
either  Mr.  Jetlerys  or  Mr.  Barlow,  what 
been  done  ? — No.  ' 

Had  you,  during  the  course  of  the  election, 
any  communication  with  Mr.  Barlow  respecting 
the  proceedings  of  these  meetings  ? — No. 

Did  you  canvass  with  Mr.  Barlow  — He  did 
not  canvass. 

Could  he  canvass?— Not  without  danger  of 
his  life  ;  I  w'ould  not  have  gone  with  him. 

How  long  have  you  been  town  clerk  ? — 
Twenty  years. 

Why  would  3^ou  not  have  gone  with  him  ? — 
From  danger. 

Did  Mr.  Carter  canvass  with  him? — No> 
certainly  not. 

Do  you  know  of  any  act  Mr.  Carter  did  as 
the  agent  of  Mr.  Barlow,  by  his  appointinejit  ? 
— No,  all  he  did  was  as  a  volunteer. 

You  never  saw  any  of  those  voters  at  the 
Fleur  de  lis  ? — I  never  was  at  the  Fleur  de  lis.. 

Have  you  an}’:  reason  to  believe  that  any 
one  of  the  committee  were  acting  as  agents, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Barlow  ?— Certainly 
hot. 

Could  they  have  been  the  agents  of  Mr. 
Barlow,  or  waiting  for  his  approbation  without 
your  knowing  it,  who  transacted  the  business 
with  them  ? — Certiiinly  not. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Perkins  he* 
ing  appointed  an  agent? — Never. 

Was  he  a  z^ealous  supparter  of  the  interest? 
A  very  zealous  supporter. 

Do  you  know  of  any  act  he  did  during  the 
election,  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Barlow  ? — Never. 
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Nor  by  his  direction  ? — I  know  of  none. 

You  have  been,  1  think,  twenty  years  town 
clerk  of  the  corporation? — 1  have. 

You  are  therefore  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  Sir  Tlioiiias  White’s  charity  ? 
am. 

I  understand  it  has  been  distributed  about 
Trinity  fair,  sometime  in  May  and  June  ? — I 
believe  those  are  the  times  in  the  book. 

The  wav  in  which  it  is  distributed,  I  under- 
stand  is  this  ;  the  city  consists  of  ten  wards? — 
Yes. 


Aldermen  presiding  over  each  — Yes. 

'Fhere  being  aldermen,  council,  and  other 
people,  each  man  in  that  council  has  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  proposing  or  objecting  to  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  money  ? — Doubtless. 

Either  as  to  the  delay,  the  time  of  distribu¬ 
tion,  or  the  objects  ? — Every  member  of  the 
council  has  a  right. 

Of  what  number  does  the  council  consist? 
— I  believe  the  present  number  is  twenty  three, 
they  cannot  exceed  thirty-one;  1  believe  it  is 
.  three  or  four  and  twent3G 

I  believe  as  to  the  time  of  distribution,  ! 
though  -five  \^ears  is  limited,  the  corporation  ( 
have  entered  into  a  rule  not  to  give  it  more 
-  than  once  in  eight  years  ? — This  is  the  rule. 

The  mode  of  recommending  objects,  I  un¬ 
derstand  to  be  this:  before  it  is  distributed 
each  alderman,  or  member  of  the  council  in 
each  ward,  brings  a  list  of  the  objects  who  are 
to  receive  it  ? — Yes. 

And  then  the  aldermen  or  council  w^ho  have 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  those  persons  re¬ 
commend  them?— Yes. 

So  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for  any  gen¬ 
tleman,  of  an}"  other  ward  objecting  if  they 
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chuse  ? — Yes,  I  have  known  the  names  struck, 
frequently  from  the  -circumstances  of  their 
having  received  it  once  in  the  eight  years  be¬ 
fore  ;  from  that  circumstance  alone,  though 
they  had  been  in  great  distress. 

This  list  in  general,  I  take  it,  is  by  courtesy 
adopted  by  the  council,  and  there  is  no  obiec- 
tion?— Yes. 

\  ou  know  the  fact  of  tlie  delay,  that  it  was 
not  distributed  in  May,  June,  or  July  ? — It  was 
not. 

Are  you  aware  from  the  month  of  May  to  the 
time  of  the  distribution  of  any  objection  sug¬ 
gested  b}^  any  member  of  the  council,  why 
the  delay  was  made? — I  never  heard  of  any. 

Do  you  remember  any  application  from  any 
person  interested  to  accelerate  it? — No. 

Would  you  as  the  town  clerk,  have  been  the 
vehicle  through  which  such  application  would 
have  been  made  ? — I  don’t  know ;  it  would 
have  been  mentioned  at  a  house ;  I  should  have 
known,  if  1  had  attended  at  the  house. 

Suppose,  during  those  months  any  person 
had  chose  to  object  to  the  delay  and  the  dis¬ 
tribution,  had  they  not  the  means  of  sum¬ 
moning  a  council  and  accelerating  it? — Yes. 

Then  you,  as  town  clerk,  must  have  known 
it Yes. 

Was  any  such  application  made  i*— Not  that 
I  know  of. 

Then  this  money  was  distributed  at  the  usual 
time,  as  to  number  of  years,  without  any  objec¬ 
tion  being  made  by  any  body — I  heard  of 
none. 

Who  are  these  four  persons  petitioners  ;  they 
are  resident  in  London,  are  they  not  ? — I  don’t 
know  the  men;  they  are  not  resident  in  Co¬ 
ventry. 
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Noil-residents  cannot  receive  it? — Tliey 
<‘annot. 

Do  you  suppose  there  may  be  six  liundrcd 
people  in  the  city  ot  Coventry,  whose  necessi¬ 
ties  and  taniilies  inii^ht  well  induce  them  to 
make  the  application? — I  am  sure  tliat  there 
are  eight  hundred  families  iiititled  to  it  as  liee- 
men,  1  mean  either  [lersons  or  families. 

So  that  in  tlie  arrangement  of'  the  numbei 
of  one  hundred,  it  is  only  one  eighth  of  the 
luniiber  who  might  be  proper  objects  ^ ^  es. 

As  a  member  of  the  coiineii  or  town- clerk, 
have  you  es^er  heard  any  objection  stated  as  to 
the  objects  to  uhoin  this  ciiaritv  was  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed? — Never. 

Do  you  know  of  aii}'  application  made  to  the 
council  in  favor  of  other  objects  and  refused  ? 
— None.  • 

Chairing  has  been  mentioned  ;  you  have  been 
tuenty  years  an  inhabitant  ol  (Joventry,  was 
you  present  at  the  last  chairing  ? — I  v.as. 

W'  hat  do  yon  suppose  was  the  expence  of  it; 
there  were  ribbons  1  understand,  in  great  pro¬ 
fusion  — Yes.  ^ 

And  the  expence  very  great  — Extremely 
great;  1  have  always  understood,  that  a  mo¬ 
derate  chairing  cost  a  thousand  pounds,  and 
this  was  a  great  profusion.  . 

Instead  ol  giving  the  freemen  a  dinner,  was 
any  allowance  given  them  ?~1  think  theviiad 
an  allowance  of  five  shillings. 

Upon  the  present  occasion  — Yes,  I  think 
it  was  five  shillings. 

/  Instead  of  opening  houses  — Yes.  ‘ 

^Vhat  was  the  sum  expended  in  those  two. 
days,  the  five  shillifigs  and  the  chairiiio*? — I 
•  think  one  thousand  two  hundred  pounds  must 
have  been  expended  upon  the  occasion ;  but  t 
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is  matter  of  opinion,  there  is  always  an  un¬ 
avoidable  imposition  in  these  things. 

Mr.  Const.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Barlow, 
you  say  he  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Carter 
being  an  agent? — Not  that  1  know  of ;  Captain 
Barlow  was  in  the  booth,  and  Mr.  Carter  was 
in  the  booth. 

Perhaps  tlie  distinction  turns  upon  our  dif¬ 
ferent  ideas  of  what  maybe  agent;  was  not 
Mr.  Carter  acting  as  an  agent,  and  was  not 
Mr.  Barlow  at  his  elbow  ? — Mr.  Carter  w  as 
checking  tlie  book;  I  was  not  much  in  the 
booth  myself,  not  more  than  half  an  hour 
at  a  time,  perhaps  I  was  there  every  day,  more 
or  less.  Mr^  Carter  was  checking  the  poll. 

Did  you  see  him  interfere  as  to  voters;  did 
you  hear  him  argue  questions? — He  certainly 
did  state  objections. 

And  all  without  Mr.  Barlow  knowing  of  his 
being  an  agent? — Mr.  Carter  was  a  volunteer 
as  well  as  myself ;  Mr.  Barlow  saw  what  he  did 
certainly. 

You  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Barlow  approved 
it  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

He  took  no  notice  of  it? — I  do  not  know 
ihat  any  understanding  took  place  between  Mr. 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Carter,  upon  the  subject  of 
agency. 

You  never  even  made  a  report  of  what 
passed  in  the  committee  ^ — No. 

Nor  ever  had  any  instructions  from  Mr.  Bar- 
low,  wliatyou  should  do  ? — Never, 

The  committee  took  the  whole  direction  up¬ 
on  themselves,  without  Mr.  Barlow’s  know¬ 
ledge  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Carter,  you  say  never  canvassed,  that 
you  know  oil — Not  that  I  know  of. 

Perltaps  you  were  not  with  Mr.  Carter  ‘dur- 
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iug  the  election?— He  dined  at  the  White  Bear, 
and  King’s  Head,  with  us. 

I  wish  to  knovv  whether  the  dinner  was  for 
the  reception  of  those  who  chose  to  come,  or 
whether  it  was  conHned  to  the  committees, 
and  persons  who  acted  in  committees? — It  was 
open  to  all. 

VV^as  there  arty  instance  of  the  scot  not  be- 
ing  paid  — It  was  open  to  all,  and  every  one 
was  to  pay. 

But  it  happened  to  be  composed  of  the  per- 

^  Ui  e  1 1  o n^e d  «  It  was  open  to  the  whole 
party. 

What  do  yon  mean  by  the  whole  party  ? — 
Friends  m  the  interest  of  Mr.  Barlow;  and  I 
believe  every  body  paid  for  their  dinner. 

You  have  told  us  that  these  distributions 
of  charity  for  thirty  years  past  have  been  in 
May,  June,  and  July  ;  you  are  only  speaking 
Iromnieniory  ? — My  clerk  searched  the  books. 

I  did  not  perceive  one  in  July  ;  Mr.  Mason 
made  that  observation  f — I  desired  my  clerk  to 
look  carefully  over  the  book,  and  to  give  me 
the  list  alter  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Pearman  left 
my  house.  I  desired  the  clerk  would  look  over 
the  book  for  the  last  forty  years,  and  upon  look¬ 
ing  at  that  account  I  found  they  had  been 
given  in  May,  June,  and  July. 

There  were  none  from  the  year  1770,  in 
July  at  all? — It  w^as  a  remark  of  Mr.  Mason 
and  Mr.  Pearman,  the  books  are  here  and  w  ill 
speak  for  themselves. 

You  say  there  was  no  application  to  accele¬ 
rate  the  distribution  ;  was  it  not  the  duty  of 
the  Trustees — No  doubt  of  it. 

In  point  of  fact  they  did  not  take  place 
They  did  not  take  place  till  October. 

You  say  there  are  eight  hundred  families  in 
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Coventry  who  would  be  entitled  — I  stated 
from  my  belielf. 

Hbw  many  sifts  are  there  — I  believe  there 
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were  lOo,  or  106. 

Who  selects  tliem  out  of  that  800,  that  you 
think  equalU'  entitled  t — I  am  not  present. 

Will  the  books  tell  us  who  were  present  on 
that  day  — Yes  eertaiqjy. 

\  ou  have  been  asked  if  any  body  applied  and 
was  rejected?  1  believe  the  persons  are  named 
in  the  council. 

The  first  application  is  to  the  Alderman  of 
the  Ward,  and  he  produces  his  list  of  the 
objects  he  has  selected.  That  list  is  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  house,  for  their  approbation^  and  it  is 
generally  asked  if  they  have  received  the  four 
pounds  within  the  eight  years,  and  if  there  is 
any  doubt,  the  book  is  referred  to;  t  is  possi¬ 
ble  a  man  may  sneak  in,  but  it  is  the  object  to 
prevent  it.  1  do  not  mean  to  say  that  in  every 
instance  we  ma}"  not  have  been  deceived. 

ITe  must  be  approved  of  by  the  council  of 
course  ? — Certain  1}^^ 

You  mean  each  ward  recommends  their 
quota  .f* — There  is  an  Alderman  presiding,  &c. 
I'he  ward  always  meet  together,  and  select  an 
object,  they  present  the  object  to  the  council, 
and  if  it  is  their  opinion  a  man  is  an  improper 
object  he  is  struck  off. 

Tnen  no  man  gets  it  but  once  in  eight 
years  — No  ;  not  if  we  know  it. 

In  the  distribution  that  was  made  siibseonent 
to  the  election,  did  any  man  get  it  who  had  be¬ 
fore  received  it  wdthiu  the  eight  years  ?7 — No; 
Within  my  knowledge. 

Who  IS  it  that  appoints  the  check-clerks  in 
the  pull-book  at  the  election  The  Sheriff. 
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And  he  appointed  Mr.  Carter? — No;  he  waS 
a  volunteer.  * 

You  said  you  acted  as  a  volunteer  for  Mr. 
Barlow.? — Yes;  and  Mr.  Jefferys. 

What  induced  y-ou  to  act  as  a  volunteer? — • 
Mr.  Bird  was  tlie  late  member;  we  had  a  bill 
we  deemed  most  important  to  the  interest  of  the 
city,  for  the  regulating  the  poor;  to  take  it 
put  of  the  bands  of  the  overseers,  and  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  persons  called  directors.  Mr. 
Bird  presented  a  petition  for  bringing  in  our 
bill,  and  afterwards  an  application  was  made 
to  him,  in  consequence  of  which  he  became 
an  enemy  to  the  bill. — That  was  the  reason. 
1  he  bill  was  carried,  but  it  was  opposed  in 
parliament. 

1  hen  it  was  from  disliking  your  former  repre¬ 
sentative  that  induced  you  to  propose  Captain 
Barlow  .? — Yes. 

If  any  other  person  had  started  instead  of 
Captain  Barlow,  sliould  you  have  supported 
liini  ■ — People  might  have  been  introduced 
into  Coventry  that  I  should  not  have  sup¬ 
ported  ;  I  should  have  siqiported  any  person 
that  1  should  approve  ;  (kiptain  Barlow  being 
in  the  army  I  approved  iiirn.  1  knew  from 
Colonel  Eihott,  who  is  in  the  same  regiment 
with  Captain  Barlow,  that  I  could  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  him.  The  dislike  to  Mr. Bird  was 
with  all  the  principal  people,  a  few  exceptions. 

1  he  committee  at  the  Goal  iliili  were  com¬ 
posed  of  die  SIX  gentlemen  you  have  men-^ 
t.oned.  Was  it  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
managing  the  Joint  interest  of  Mi\  Jefferys, 
or  separatei — Joint  interest. 

Did  that  committee  draw  the  money  which 
wjis  applied  by  the  subscriptions  for  the  joint" 
purposes  Undoubtedly. 
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Would  you  have  supported  Mr.  Barlow^  or 
do  you  believe  M  r.  Bai  low  would  have  been 
supported  it’  he  had  not  siibserFbed  tit'teen  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  towards  the  expenees  ?— Every 
body  who  knows  any  tiling  of  an  election  at 
Coventry  must  know  it  could  not  be  conducted- 
without  a  reasonable  sum  of  inone3\  1  cer¬ 
tainly  should  not ;  I  sliould  have  said  it  is  inef¬ 
fectual  and  I  don’t  chuse  to  expose  myself. 

,  1  do  not  mean  to  say  1  should  not  have  sup¬ 
ported  Mr.  Barlow  if  he  had  not  paid  iifteen 
hundred  pounds  particularly;  but  if  it  liad 
been  necessary,  twelve  hundred  pounds,  or  any 
other  definite  sum  :  no  more  was  wished 
than  wots  absolutely  neccssarv  to  nay  the  fair 
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expcnces  of  the  election.  1  would  not  have 
sii})ported  any  body  throwing  themselves  upon 
tlietown,  wdio  said  we  cannot  sjiend  money. 

You  are  an  old  inhabitant  of  Coventry, 
what  is  your  estimate  of  tiie  expences  of  the 
last  election  paid  and  unpaid  ? — 1  should  think 
the  expences  paid  and  unpaid,  must  amout  'to 
from  three  to  four  thousand  pounds;  when 
every  thing  is  all  wound  up  and  settled,  it  will 
in  all  liuman  jirobability,  amount  to  near  four 
thousand  pounds. 

J  am  talking  of  the  expences  that  c-ommitlee 
have  incurred  altogt'thcrr — I  sliould  suppose 
about  four  thousand  pounds,  but  k  is  matter  of 
t  pinion  ;  because  the  expences  of  llie  election 
are  not  yet  addecl  up,  hut  every  body  knows 
we  have  the  must  iinposii.g  d>.  mandsmade  upon 
comnottees,  but  when  the  whole  is  wound  up, 
i  should  suppose  the  wiioje  would  be  under 
four  thousand  pounds. 

What  is  the  estimate  of  the  whole  of  the  de¬ 
mands  ? — [  cannot  {<‘11. 

Do  you  knotv  what  sum  is  owing? — No;  I 
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have  nothing  upon  which  1  can  make  tiiat  esti¬ 
mate. 

'I’lie  expellees  are  not  yet  paid  ? — They  are 

not. 

iVJr.  Woodcock  lias  said  the  money  was 
looked  at  and  t’oiind  right,  do  you  know  who  it 
was  that  found  that  right? — i  do  not  know. 

J3o  you  know'  how'  much  remained  in  the 
purse  at  the  close  of  the  election  ? — I  believe 
thehe  is  some  money  left  in  tiie  purse  now', 
blit  how  much  1  do  not  know'^ ;  1  believe  tiie 
cxiiences  of  tlie  election  liad  consumed  by 
much  the  greater  part ;  but  1  do  not  know 
what  remains. 

Do  vou  know  wdiether  Mr.  Carter  everhad 
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any  inone}^  out  ob  that  purse  ^ — I  clo  not  f.e- 
lieve  he  eier  had  a  shilling ;  not  to  my 
know'led2:e. 

O 

Do  you  recollect  Colonel  Brooke  beiug  at 
Coventiw  ? — Yes,  I  had  an  interview^  with  him, 
on  the  Saturday  morning  previous  to  the  poll. 

W  hat  brought  yon  into  conversation  with 
Colonel  Brooke?-^ — 1  understood  Colonel  Brooke 
w’as  at  the  King^s-Head  wdth,  a  view  of  offering 
himself,  and  1  went  there  to  him. 

Do  you  know'  of  any  proposition  made 
Colonel  Brooke  on  the  score  of  the  money  he  * 
was  to  stand,  if  he  became  a  candidate  : — Not  : 
of  my  own  knowledge  for  when  [  w  as  in-  t 
troduced  to  Colonel  Brooke,  in  less  than  ten 
minutes  the  house  was  surroiuided  by  five  liun- 
dred  men,  with  mazarine  bine  flags,  and 
checked  all  communication  between  Cobinel 
Brooke  and  the  .Gentlemen  of  Coventry  ;  and 
therefore  he  went  away,  lie  found  the  .town 
•  ’in  a  dreadful  state  of  tumult  and  riot;  Mrs. 
Brooke  was  extremely  ill,  and  lie  thought  the 
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prospect  of  tlie  thing  such,  that  he  did  not 
chuse  to  go  any  further. 

I  understand  you  never  gave  any  account 
whatever  to  Captain  Bailow_,  of  the  expen ces 
of  the  committee  ? — Certainly  not. 

Now  wh}”^  sliould  you  tliink  that  a  gentlernaa 
who  lodged  15001.  in  your  hands,  as  a  com¬ 
mittee,  should  require  no  account  of  it  ? — 1  am 
confident  the  moment  Captain  Barlow  wished 
he  might  see  an  account. 

That  is  no  answer;  I  want  to  know  the  rea¬ 
son  why  no  account  has  been  given  to  Captain 
Barlow  of  so  large  an  expenditure  as  15001.  ^ — 
I  cannot  give  you  a  reason  why  Mr.  Barlow 
has  never  said  a  syllable  on  the  subject  of  the 
account. 

Then  I  am  to  understand  that  Captain 
Barlow  in  your  view  of  the  subject,  deposited 
the  money,  subject  to  the  direction,  whatever  it 
might  be,  of  the  joint  committee  t — I  do  be¬ 
lieve  so. 

Suppose  the  debt  incurred  in  consecjuence 
of  this  election,  were  to  amount  to  more  than 
the  sum  already  subscribed  to,  whom  should 
you  look  to  pay  the  deficiency? — ^To  Captain 
Barlow,  in  part  certainly  :  he  would  be  called 
upon  to  contribute  his  proportion. 

Then  Captain  Barlow,  in  your  estimation, 
was  not  to  be  exonerated  for  the  sum  of  15001.? 
— I  know  of  no  such  agreement  to  exonerate 
him. 

You  conceive  that  the  committee  have  still  a 
claim  upon  Captain  Barlow,  for  any  deficiency 
between  the  amount  subscribed,  and  the  amount 
expended — Yes. 

VVas  your  conversation  with  Colonel  Brooke, 
before  Captain  Barlow  had  declared  himself  a 
candidate  .^r—Yes. 
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If  Colonel  Brooke  hud  started  as  a  candidate 
for  Coventry would  you  have  supported  him  ? 
— 'I  would. 

Would  you  have  subse'ribed  as  you  have  for 
Captain  Barlow  ? — 1  would. 

If  Sir  Kobert  Pcele  had  stood,  would  you 
have  supported  him  r — \es. 

You  think  the  freemen  had  five  shillings  a 
piec'e  for  their  dinners.^ — fhey  had. 

H  iis  that  been  customary  at  former  elec¬ 
tions? — Yes,  1  think  Colonel  Holroyd  and 
Lord  Sheffield  gave  it  them  upon  a  card  ;  fi^e 
shillings  is,  I  believe,  the  usual  sum  for  the 
chairing  dinner.  The  successful  party  always 
gives  a  dinner  or  five  shillings. 

And  tlie  losing  party  ^ — 1  do  not  know  about 
that;  I  am  not  certain  that  tlie  defeated  can¬ 
didates  nave  a  dinner. 

Did  tlie  defeated  candidate  in  this  instance 
— I  do  not  know  whether  they  did  or  not. 

1  tliink  you  stated  that  you  never  had  any 
conversation  with  C.M-taiU  IJarlow  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  election  ?— Every  thing  !  heard 
upon  tlie  subject  of  money  was  from  Mr. 
Woodcock. 

You  have  told  us  you  conceive  there  is  a 
claim  upon  Captain  Barlow,  supposing  his 
share  of  the  CApences  should  exceed  tliat 
loOOh — I  do. 

If  you  have  had  no  conversation  with  Cap¬ 
tain  Barlow,  and  seen  no  agreement  signified 
by  him,  upon  what  ground  is  it  you  conceive 
you  will  have  that  claim  r — From  a  convcrsa- 
lion  with  Mr.  Woodcock. 

Tliis  IS  the  only  ground  — Yes;  I  had  some 
conversation  witli  M  r.  W  oodcock  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  expellee  with  respect  to  Captaia  Bar- 
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low,  and  with  Mr.  Dickens  upon  the  subject  of 
expence  vvitii  respect  to  Mr.  JeHerys. 

Is  the  expence  of  the  chairing  paid.? — I  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  paid. 

Was  the  expence  of  the  chairing  paid  out 
of  that  purse.? — Yes,  by  no  other  means  I  arn 
sure. 

AYhat  should  you  think  the  probable  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  election  for  Coventry  on  the  one 
side .? — It  depends  so  much  upon  the  manage¬ 
ment  ;  an  extravagant  management  would 
very  much  enlarge  the  expenditure;  a  cautious 
one  would  diminish  it.  In  this  there  was  the 
utmost  caution  used  ;  I  do  not  know  that 
more  could  be  used :  We-  knew  very  well  it 
was  not  to  be  carried  by  extravagance,  each 
voter  having  two  votes,  it  makes  but  little  dif¬ 
ference  whether  there  are  two  candidates  or 
but  one.  I  should  suppose  the  expence  of  the 
election  to  the  sitting  member  would  be  about 
4000h 

Do  you,  think  the  present  was  a  profuse  ex¬ 
penditure  .? — I  never  knew,  I  think,  so  cecono- 
mical  a  one  ;  one  great  charge  of  expences 
at  former  elections,  has  been  agency  ;  but  im 
this  instance  all  the  solicitors  volunteered  as 
agents  except  Mr.  Pa^me.  I  have  known 
the  expence  of  agency  alone,  to  the  solicitors 
amount  to  lOOOl. ;  it  is  that,  that  makes  the 
expences  so  moderate. 

What  were  the  expences  of  the  Hustings? — 
I  think  about  40l. 

Do  you  include  poll  clerks  .? — Yes. 

.  What  do  3^ou  suppose  the  ex  pence  of  the  poll' 
clerks  .? — -About  ten  pounds  with  the  officers. 

And  the  expence  of  the  agency  hardly  any 
thing  .? — Hardly  any  thing. 
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Did  not  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
pay  the  sheriffs  or  counsel  r — Not  a  shilling  : 
1  he  sheriff^  is  a  part  of  the  corporation  ;  they 
subscribe  five  hundred  pounds^  and  out  of  that 

five  hundred  pounds  tlie  sheriffs  counsel  was 
paid. 

The  I200I.  that  you  state  to  be  the  expence 
of  the  chairing,  is  that  statement  the  result  of 
any  accurate  investigation  ?— No,  1  heard  the 
chairing  of  one  gentleman  estimated  at  so 
much,  and  of  another  gentleman  estimated  at 
so  much  :  one  manufacture  is  a  ribbon  one, 
and  common  people  expect  a  profusion  of 
these  sort  o^f* things. 

Did  I  understand  you,  that  every  member  of 
rile  council  had  a  right  to  noininate  for  Sir 
Thomas  W  hite  s  charity  ? — No,  the  aldermen 
of  the  waid  prepared  a  list,  and  at  his  council 
It  was  canvassed  over,  and  if  any  objection 
the  name  was  struck  out. 

Then  the  approbation,  or  disapprobation,  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  majority  ? — Undoubtedly. 

ThomAs  Webb  called  iu  and  sworn. 

You  live  at  Coventry  ? — Yes. 

W^as  you  at  the  last  election  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  going  to  Coleshill  for  one 
Johnson  ? — Yes. 

Before  you  went  there,  had  you  any  con¬ 
versation  with  C«aptain  Barlow  No, 

Dig  you  see  Captain  Barlow  before  you  went 
to  Coleshill  f — No. 

Did  you  bring  Johnson  to  Coventry  ? _ Yes^ 

Did  he  poll  ? — Yes. 

Aftei  he  had  polled,  had  you  any  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Captain  Barlow  ? — No. 

Who  did  he  poll  for  Mr.  Barlow  only. 

Had  you  at  any  time,  any  conversation  aboi^t 
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ictcbing  him  ? — I  was  at  Colesliill  the  day 
before  the  poll ;  1  was  with  Johnson. 

Had  you  any  conversation  witli  Captain 
Barlow  about  fetching  him,  at  any  time  before 
you  fetched  him  ? — JNo,  1  had  not. 

After  he  had  polled,  did  you  take  him  any 
where  to  get  his  expences  ? — I  took  him  first 
to  the  King’s-head,  where  he  had  what  he 
liked  to  drink  ;  then  1  took  him  to  St.  Mary's 
Hall,  and  Mr.  Bayne  wrote  his  name  upon  a 
piece  of  paper,  and  he  said  take  this  down 
to  the  Fleur  de  lis,  to  Mr.  Berkins.  Ble  said 
lie  has  been  here  enquiring  for  you  ;  1  then 
took  the  paper,  went  down  to  the  Fleur  de  lis, 
and  enquired  for  Mr.  Berkins,  he  said  he  will 
give  him  a  guinea;  they  took  him  into  the  par¬ 
lour,  1  stood  at  the  door;  Johnson  brought  a 
guinea  out  in  his  hand,  and  said,  was  1  to, 
have  any  more.^’ 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Perkins  at  the  Fleur  de  lis  ? 
— Yes. 

J)id  3T)U  see  Mr.  Perkins  pay  him  any 
money? — He  either  gave  him  a  guinea  or 
caused  it  to  be  given;  1  delivered  the  note 
mvself  to  Mr.  Berkins. 

Mr.  Berkins  was  there  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  money  i* — \  es. 

You  was  at  Coleshill  twice? — The  day  be- 
foTC  the  poll  I  was  at  ColesViilh 

Upon  your  return  from  Coleshill,  had  you 
any  conversation  with  Ciqitain  Barlow  \ — I 
went  to  the  King's  Head,  after  I  returned  the 
first  day  at  night,  Mr.  Barlow  ordered  me  to 
,  go  to  the  committee,  upon  whicii  1  went  to  the 
’  committee  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall. 

F'or  what  purpose? — ^lo  receive  orders  re¬ 
specting  the  fetciiiug  this  man. 
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How  far  is  Coleshill  from  Coventry? — About 
twelve  miles. 

Did  you  see  any  body  at  tbe  committee  at 
Saint  Mary’s  Hall^  besides  Mr.  Payne  ? — Yes  ; 
Mr.  T  wist  an  attorney^  and  1  saw  JMr.  Wood¬ 
cock  there. 

Any  body  else  ? — Mr.  Wilmot,  I  think. 

And  body  else? — 1  saw  Mr.  Crump  therC;, 
and  1  saw  Mr.  Mullis  the  mayor  there. 

What  day  was  this? — The  hist  day  of  the 
poll  at  nighty  Johnson  polled  the  next  day. 

AVas  Mr.  Troughton  there? — Yes_,  1  saw' 
Air.  T  rough  ton  there. 

W as  Alderman  Williamson  there  ? — I  cannot 
say. 

AAdiat  is  Johnson’s  Christian  name? — I’homas. 

[It  appeared  from  tbe  poll  book  that  Tlioin as 
Johnson  of  Billisworth  voted  for  Air.  ilarlow.] 

W  as  Alderman  Howlett  there  ? — No. 

Alderman  Whitwell  ? — 1  do  not  think  I  saw 
him  there. 

Air.  Goode  ? — I  saw  Air.  Goode  pass  and  re¬ 
pass  to  the  committee,  during  the  election. 

Air.  Sharpe.? — I  saw  Air.  Sharpe  go  back¬ 
wards  and  torwards  to  the  committee  durim>^ 
the  election. 

AVasyou  in  tlie  habit  of  going  backwards 
and  forwards  to  the  Goal  Hall,  and  St.  Marv’s 
Hall? — I  was  employed  to  get  in  out¬ 
voters. 

How  did  this  voter  travel  from  Coles-hill  tx) 
Coventry.? — He  walked  part  of  tbe  way,  and 
the  rest  of  tbe  way  I  brought  him  with  the 
mail  coach. 

How  did  he  travel  back  again  ? — I  do  not 
know  ;  he  stopped  at  the  Kings’s  Head  a  day 
or  two. 
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W’^ere  you  employed  to  bring  in  many  other 

voters? — Yes.  .  . 

Mr.  Const.  We  will  now  go  to  the  chanties. 

[Extracts  of  the  minutes  ol  counsel,  14th 
day  of  October,  1802  ;  read  contahnng  the 
names  of  106  persons  who  received  Sir  Thomas 
White’s  charity.] 

Samuel  Stringer  called  in  and  szcorn. 

Where  do  you  live  ? — At  Coventiy. 

AVliat  are  3^011  I — A  glover. 

Are  you  a  voter  for  Coventiy  ? — Y  es. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  Alderman  Hewlett 
at  the  time  of  the  election,  before  3"ou  voted  ^ 

No,  before  the'  election. 

Where  did  you  see  him  ?---I  had  some 
little  conversation  with  him  at  his  own  house. 

[Upoa  an  objection  taken  by  the  committee, 
the  court  was  cleared,  when  they  came  to  the 
following  resolution  : 

That,  without  entering  at  present  into  any 
question  respecting  the  agency,  or  the  intent 
with  which  Sir  Thomas  White’s  charity  is 
stated  to  have  been  withheld  ;  none  of  the 
105  voters  will  be  disqualified,  except  it  be 
]  rov^ed  that  any  of  them  voted  in  consequence 
of  a  revious  promise. 

,  Adjourned.  ’ 
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February  1803. 

-  Francis  Dickens,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Joseph  swain  calk  cl  in  and  ,sit'orn. 

Wliere  do  yon  live  } 

At  Leicester. 

Have  you  a  vote  for  Coventrv  ? 

Yes. 

AV  as  voii  at  Coventrv  at  tiie  time  of  the  last 

«/  */ 

election  ?  , 

Yes  I  was. 

Who  did  yon  vote  for 

For  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  Mr.  Carter  the  at¬ 
torney  ? 

Yes. 

Did  any  thing  pass  between  you  and  Mr. 
Carter,  about  your  intended  vote  ? 

Yes. 

1  ell  us  what  passed  .? 

He  asked  me  for  my  vote,  for  Mr.  Barlow 
-  and  Mr.  Jeffervs. 

Where  did  you  first  go  when  you  arrived  at 
Coventry } 

To  the  White  Bear. 

Who  did  you  see  there  }  '  ' 

I  saw  Mr.  Carter  there,  and  several  other 
people  that  I  knew. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Jefiferys  or  Mr.  Barlow 
there  } 

Yes,  I  saw  them  both  there.  r 

Were  they  with  Mr.  Carter. 

I  did  not  see  him  with  them;'  I  saw'Mr. 
Barlow  first. 

What  passed  between  you  and  Mr.  Barlow.? 

L  2 
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When  first  I  saw  Mr.  Barlow^  lie  handed  me 
ont  oFthe  chaise^  and  shook  hands  with  me. 

Any  thing  else.'' 

Yes^he  called  for  some  hot  brandy  and  water, 
I  then  drank  to  his  good  health;  then  he  asked 
me  to  go  lip  stairs  and  have  something  to  eat. 

Did  you  go  up 

\  es,  i  went  up,  and  saw  several  men  there. 
I  went  up  stairs  with  three  more  that  came 
from  Leicester. 

^l)id  yon  see  Mr.  Carter  there  ? 

When  supper  was  over  Mr.  Carter  came  into 
the  room,  and  said,  Swain,  I  want  to  speak  to 
you  :  we  went  out  of  the  room  on  to  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  stairs,  when  'we  got  there,  we  shook 
hands  together,  and  he  asked  whether  1  would 
serve  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys  ;  1  told 
him  I  would,  but  I  would  not  without  I  had 
ten  guineas;  Mr.  Carter  told  me  he  could  not 
make  me  any  promise  at  all  ;  I  then  bid  him 
good  night. 

j)ai  you  go  away 

No;  I  bid  him  good  night,  and  good  night 
for  ever. 

Those  were  the  words,  were  they? 

Yes. 

Then  Mr.  Carter  came,  and  laid  hold  of  me 
hy  the  right  arm,  and  said  come  back,  that 
will  not  do :  he  then  took  me  into  a  room  away 
from  my  wife. 

Did  yoiir  wife  go  with  you  from  Leicester  } 

No,  she  was  at  Coventry  before  me;  she  saw 
me  come  in,  in  the  chaise,  and  she  followed 
the  chaise,  and  came  to  me. 

Was  your  wife  upon  the  landing  of  the 
.stairs  with  you  ? 

Yes. 

Then  she  was  present  at  the  conversation. 
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I  believe  she  was  ;  Mr,  C  'arter  then  took  me 
into  the  room,  we  met  a  young  woman  coming 
out  of  the  room  ;  wiien  we  got  into  the  room, 
Mr.  Carter  asked  mewliether  I  meant  to  serve 
Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jelferys  :  I  toM  him  [ 
would  ;  but  [  would  not  w-hhout  the  money. 

Did  he  as-k  you  to  serve  Mr.  Jettei'N’s  onlv,  or 
Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeffery s  r 

Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeffery s. 

W^hat  did  lie  say  to  you  then  f 

He  said,  Swain,  make  yoursell'  easy  about 
the  money,  and  you  shall  have  it  he  then 
put  his  hand  into  his  waistcoat  pocket,  and 
pulled  out  some  gold.  He  took  ten  guineas 
from  some  others,  and  held  them  in  his  right 
hand,  this_way,  and  his  head  the  other,  and 
said  take  it  Swain,  and  you  shall  want  for 
nothing. 

Did  you  take  the  money  from  him  then 

No,  I  had  a  favour  to  ask  Mr.  Carter,  which 
I  did  not  wish  my  wife  to  hear. 

You  said  your  wife  was  not  present  at  this 
conversation  t 

She  came  into  the  rooin. 

Before  or  alter  you  had  received  the  money 
from  Mr.  Cartel  ^ 

She  came  in  after  I  had  received  themonev. 
hat  did  you  do  then 

Mr.  Carter  tiieii  took  me  into  another  room. 

Had  you  told  him  you  wanted  him 

I  told  him  I  hatl  a  favour  to  ask  him  ; 
my  wife  wms  in  tlie  room  when  I  told  him  J 
wanted  to  speak  with  him;  he  took  me  into 
another  room,  and  I  asked  him  if  lie  v/oukl  be 
so  kind  as  to  get  me  tlie  eorporatioii  50l. 

Wh 

The 


lat  .501.  do  you  mean  ? 

f  ^ 

.561.  that  is\ granted  by  the  corporation 
?men  ;  he  told  me  i  shpuld  have  it.  We 
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then  returned  back  again  to  the  room  tvhere 
I  had  left  niy  wife;  with  that  I  told  lier  Mr« 
Carter  liad  given  me  the  ten  guineas. 

Was  Mr.  Carter  there  when  you  told  her  so  ? 
Yes  he  was. 

Was  he  in  such  a  situation  in  tlie  room  that 
he  could  have  heard  it  ? 

He  came  out  of  the  room,  when  I  had  asked 
him  the  favour  of  the  50l.  into  the  other  room 
where  I  had  left  my  wife.  I  told  her  I  had  got 
the  ten  guineas,  my  wife  told  me  I  should  not 
iiave  it. 

Was  Mr.  Carte'r  present  then  ? 

Y  es. 

Was  he  near  enough  to  hear  what  passed. 

He  was  in  the  room  ;  but  I  cannot  say  whe¬ 
ther  he  heard  it  or  not. 

What  size  room  was  it 
I  cannot  be  positive  what  size  room  it  was. 
Was  it  as  large  a  room  as  this  ? 

I  do  not  believe  it  w^as  so  large  a  room  as 
this. 

How  near  was  Mr.  Carter  to  you,  when  your 
wife  said-tiiis. 

I  did  not  take  particular  notice  how  near  he 
was. 

'  Wi\s  Mr.  Carter,  talking  to  any  body  else  in 
the  room. 

No,  there  was  not  any  body  else  in  the 
room  but  Mr.  Carter,  myself,  and  my  wife. 
What  did  you  or  Mr.  Carter  say  to  that.? 
With  that  I  returned  Mr.  Carter  the  tert 
guineas  again. — He  said  you  had  better  keep 
it,  and  you  shall  want  for  nothing. — I  told 
him  I  would  see  him  the  next  morninsc,  with 
that  I  bid  him  good  night. —  He  then  asked 
me  to  stop  and  sleep  there  all  night,  and  go 
and  poll  the  next  morning  early*^  . 
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.  Mr.  Carter  took  back  the  ten  2:uineas  ? 

I  es. 

He  asked  you  to  sleep  at  the  White  Bear 
Inn  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  sleep  at  the  White  Bear  ? 

No,  I  did  not. — I  told  him  my  mother  had 
provided  a  bed  For  me,  I  had  not  seen  her 
some  time,  and  I  must  go  and  sleep  there. 

Your  mother  lived  in  Coventry. 

Yes?  then  1  bid  him  good  nighty  and  my 
wife  and  I  went  away. 

Did  you  see  any  thing  of  Mr.  Carter  after 
tbat? 

I  did  not  see  any  thing  more  of  him  that 
night. — I  saw  him  the  next  day. — He  promised 
me  he  would  come  up  to  my  mother’s  in  good 
time  in  the  morning,  biit  he  did  not  come. 

Where  next  did  you  see  him? 

I  saw  him  the  next  day  in  the  street,  but  I 
did  not  take  any  notice  of  him;  I  did  not 
speak  to  him,  nor  he  did  not  speak  to  me. 

Nothing  more  passed  then  between  you  and 
Mr.  Carter  ? 

Not  that  I  can  recollect. 

You  afterwards  voted  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
Moore  ? 

Yes;  the  next  morning  I  got  in  on  the 
Thursday  night,  and  polled  on  the  Friday 
morning. 

When  you  went  up  to  poll,  did  you  see  Mr. 
Barlow  there? 

Yes. 

Did  any  thing  pass  there? 

Not  in  words  while  1  was  in  the  lane  going 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore;  there 
were  two  voting  at  the  -ime,  I  stood  in  a  jane. 
They  had  two  to  poll  on  the  other  side,  and  I 
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stGo;l  while  polled. — While  I  stood  there,  Mr.. 
Barlow  looked  over  the  side  of  tlie  board,  and 
beckoned  me  to  come  to  him.  I  had  occasion 
to  go  out  of  th'e  lane  to  make  water,- and  I 
went  out.  Mr.  Barlow  seemed  very  mueh 
pleased,  I  expected  he  thought  I  was  coining 
to  him  ;  I  then  went  to  the  lane  and  voted. 

•  As  the  last  tiling  you  voted,  I  suppose  you 
took  the  bribery  oath. ^ 

I  did. 

You  are  a  journeyman  dyer.^^ 


Yes. 


H  ow  long  had  you  lived  in  Coventry  before* 
you  went  to  Leicester .f* 

I  was  born  in  Coventry. 

You  was  settled  at  this  time  in  Leicester? 
Yes,  I  was. 

You  know  Mr.  Carter  extremely  well  ?. 

Yes,  perfectly  well. 

He  knew  you  extremely  well? 

I  cannot  say  for  that;  he  has  seen  me  many 
times. 

Had  you  never  seen  Mr.  Barlow  before? 

Not  to  my  knowledge  till  the  night  before 
I  voted. 

That  was  the  first  time  when  you  saw  Mr. 
Barlow,  that  he  handed  you  out  of  the  chaise? 
Yes. 


As  you  know  Coventry,  and  the.  White 
Bear  extremely  w^ell,  be  so  good  as  tell  me 
where  was  Mr.  Barlow  standing — How  near 
the  Inn  w'hen  you  got  out  of  the  chaise? 

He  Was  standln<>’  at  the  door  of  thb  chaise. 
Where  w  as  the  chaise  ?. 

The  chaise  stopped  in  the  yard. 

Was  Mr.  Jefierys  there  ? 

Yes,  I  saw  Mr.  Jefi'ervs  there, 

^  Do  you  know  Mr.  fbckaid?  . 
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There  are  several  Mr.  Pickard’s  about  Co¬ 
ventry. 

William  Pickard,  a  stay  maker?  • 

I  cannot  say  that  1  know  him. 

Do  you  know  John  Marson  ? 

\  es,  in  Spoil  Street. 

Who  were  in  the  chaise  with  you  ? 

Isaac  Keen,  Robert  Palmer,  and  AVilliain 
Richardson. 

AVhat  time  of  the  day  might  this  be  when 
you  got  into  Coventry  ? 

I  tliink  about  seven  o’cloek  in  the  evening, 
or  lliereabout. 

Of  course  quite  light? 

It  was  not  dark,  it  was  lightish. 

How  many  miles  is  it  from  Leicester  to  Co¬ 
ventry  ? 

Twenty-six  I  believe. 

You  was  quite  sober  ? 

I  cannot  say  I  was  quite  sober,  I  had  had 
some  little  liquor ;  I  will  not  say  I  was  per- 
'fectly  sober,  I  had  had  but  little. 

Therefore  you  could  not  be  quite  sober? 

I  was  no  ways  drunk. 

You  was  not  drunk? 

No,  I  was  not  drunk. 

You  swear  you  was  not  drunk  ? 

No,  I  was  not  drunk. 

-V.  That  you  swear? 

Yes,  I  do. 

If  I  understand  you,  you  went  up  into  the 
room  of  the  White  Bear;  you  know  the  White 
Bear  ? 

Yes,  I  know  it  very  well.  ^ 

Which  room  was  it  ? 

A  room  on  the  right  hand  side  up  stairs. 

Which  room  ? 

it  was  a  ropm  on  the  right  hand  side. 

Of  the  principal  stair  Pase  ? 
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It  was  a  room  up  stairs  on  the  right  hand 
side  where  we  supped. 

Were  there  a  good  many  people  there  ^ 

-  There  was.  a  "lew  people^  1  suppose  there 
might  be  eight  or  ten. 

Mr.  Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow  w'ere  not  in 
that  room 

Not  when  I  first  went  into  the  room. 

’Did  your  wife  go  into  that  room  with  you  ? 

Yes^  she  followed  me  up  stairs. 

Was  any  supper  laid  on  the  table  at  that 
time  ? 

Yes,  there  was  a  cloth  laid?  and  there  was 
some  loin  of  veal  upon  the  table  cold. 

Did  you  sup  immediately — Or  did  Mr.  Car¬ 
ter  spehk  to  you  before  you  supped  ? 

No,  it  was  after  supper  that  Mr.  Carter 
spoke  to  me. 

Bid  you  sit  down  at  supper  ? 

Yes. 

How  many  people  sat  down  to  the  supi>er.^ 

There  was  us  four  sat  down  at  the  supper, 
and  I  believe  one  of  flie  Watkins’s. 

What  is  bis  Christian  name,  or  describe  him 
by  his  trade? 

I  believe  he  is  a  horse  dealer. 

Living  in  Coventry? 

Yes. 

Having  supped,  was  Mr.  Carter  waiting  at 
table,  or  attending  the  people  at  supper? 

N  o . 

Was  he  in  the  room  during  your  eating 
supper  ? 

The  first  I  saw  of  Mr.  Carter  in  that  room 
was  after  supper  ;  he  came  and  said,  Swain  I 
want  to  speak  to  you. 

He  shook  hands  with  you,  and  asked  if  you 
had  come  for  Barlow  and  Jefferys? 
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He  asked  me  whether  1  would  vote  for  Mr. 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Jelferys. 

You  said  you  would? 

Yes. 

That  was  the  first  thing  that  passed.? 

Yes. 

\  ou  said  that  without  any  qualification — 
you  did  not  say  you  would  if  such  and  such  a 
thing  was  done? 

]No,  I  told  him.  I  would,  but  I  said  I  would 
not  without  I  hacl  ten  guineas. 

hat  was  the  first  answer  you  2:ave'to  Mi, 
Carter.? 

Mr.  Carter  first  asked  me  how  I  did,  we 
shook  hands;  and  then  he  asked  me  if  1  would 
vote  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeffery s,  and  1 
said  I  would,  that  was  the  whole  of  the  first 
answer. 

Then  how  long  was  it  before  it  came  into 
your  mind  that  you  might  qualify  this  by  a  de¬ 
mand  of  ten  guineas.  How  long  wa^  it  before^ 
you  said  I  will  not  vote  unless  you  will  give  me 
ten  guineas  ? 

It  was  not  long — It  was  the  next  question 
he  asked  me,  or  thereabouts. 

When  that  answer  was  given,  was  any  thing 
said  by  Mr.  Carter  or  you  to  put  ten  guineas 
into  your  head  ? 

I  told  him  I  would  not  without  I  had  ten' 
guineas. 

Your  wife  did  not  suggest  it  did  she  ? 

She  was  not  by  at  the  time. 

Hid  she  advise  you? 

No. 

,  So  then  it  was  your  own  idea? 

Yes. 

So  tha'  you  plumply  told,  him  you  would  not 
vote  Hr  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys,  unless 
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you  had  ten  guineas  without  any  concealment 
at  all  ? 

JNone.  . 

Yonr  wife  met  you  by  accident  as  you  got 
out  of  the  chaise? 

No,  my  wife  went  to  Coventry  to  my  mother 
a  night  or  two  before  she  was  expecting  me 
to  come,  and  was  waiting  for  me. 

Your  wife  went  up  stairs  with  you  ? 

She  followed  the  chaise  to  the  White  Bear. 

There  was  no  bod}''  there  but  your  wife  when 
you  made  that  demand  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge,  only  me,  Mr.  Carter 
and  my  wife. 

W  as  Watkins  there  when  you  was  upon  this 
landing  place  ? 

No,  when  I  saw  Watkins  we  were  in  the 
room  at  supper. — There  was  nobody  upon  the 
landing  place,  but  Mr.  Carter,  and  me  and 
my  wife. 

Mr.  Carter’s  answer  was  he  could  not  make 
you  any  promise  at  all  ? 

That  w'as  the  first  answer. 

The  first  question  was  whether  you  would 
vote  for  Mr.  Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow,  and 
you  said  yes  you  would ;  and  then  you  said 
you  would  not  vote  unless  he  would  give  you 
ten  guineas,  and  he  answered  he  would  not 
make  anv  promise  at  all? 

Yes, 

Then  you  wished  him  a  good  night? 

Yes. 

Then  lie  took  you  into  another  room  ? 

No,  he  followed  me,  and  caught  me  by  the 
right  arm,  and  said,  Swain  that  won’t  do. 

That  would  not  do; — did  nothing  else  pass? 

I  cannot  tell  what  was  his  meaning,  those 
were  his  words. 
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He  took  me  away  from  my  wife,  upon  the 
landing  of  the  stairs  into  a  room,  and  selected 
ten  guineas  from  some  money  which  he  took 
out  of  his  pocket. 

He  did  not  look  at  it  ? 

^  Yes,  he  looked  at  it,  I  expect,  and  counted 
It,  and  turning  his  head,  gave  it  to  me.  “ 

Was  it  all  gold,  or  notes,  or  how? 

It  was  all  golden  guineas  I  believe. 

^  It  was  in  his  waistcoat  pocket  like  a  fash-  V 
ion  able  man  ?  \ 

Yes,  it  was  from  his  waistcoat  pocket. 

All  guineas  ? 

Yes. 

And  then  gave  you  ten,  turning  his  head 
awav?  ° 

Yes. 

Did  you  turn  your  head  away  when  vou 
took  It  ? 

I  took  it  from  his  hand.  > 

You  saw  that  it  was  good  ?  * 

I  looked  at  it  and  counted  it. 

Were  they  ail  new  guineas  ? 

I  cannot  tell ;  there  was  no  half  guineas  nor 
seven  shilling  pieces.' 

W h at  pocket  d i d  you  h appen  to  put  th em  i nto  ? 

1  put  them  in  no  pocket  at  ail,  4  kept  them 
m  m}^  hand.  ^ 

Walked  out  of  the  room  with  ten  guineas  in 
your  hand,  and  met  your  wife? 

No,  my  wife  came  into  tiie  room  to  me  and 

Vlr.  Carter  whde  I  had  the  money  in  mv  han,] 

1  told  her  Mr.  Carter  l,ad  given'  „,e  ten  oui- 

neas,  and  she  said  you  shall  not  have  it"^^ 

What  did  she  say?  ^  nave  it. 

She  told  me  I  should  not  have  it 
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■  In  what  way  ? 

She  made  use  of  no  other  expression,,  than 
that  you  shall  not  have  it”. 

Bid  you  shew  the  pretty  things  to  her? 

I  held  them  in  my  hand,  I  am  not  positive 
whether  she  saw  them  or  not. 

Did  you  not  shew  them  to  her  ? 

I  cannot  recollect  that  I  did  shew^  them  to 
her. 

She  was  near  you  I  suppose  ? 

Yes. 

She  might  have  seen  them  ? 

She  might  if  she  had  chose  to  look  at  them. 

Upon  her  saying  that,  you  returned  them  to 
Mr.  Carter  f 

Yes  I  did. 

She  saw  that  I  suppose  ^ 

I  believe  she  did,  she  was  close  by  me. 

When  you  returned  them  to  Mr.  Carter,  did 
he  count  them  to  see  that  you  had  not  slipped 
one  into  your  pocket  ^ 

I  cannot  tell  whether  he  did  or  not.  I  am 
not  positive,  1  did  not  see  him  count  them. 

Did  he  hold  his  hand  then,  or  did  you  force 
them  into  his  hand  ? 

He  held  his  hand  for  them,  and  I  put  them 
into  his  hand. 

What  did  he  do  with  them  then  ? 

He  held  them  in  his  hand  for  some  time. 

Was  the  door  open  ? 

No  ;  it  was  shut. 

Who  shut  it  ? 

I  expect  the  young  woman  that  went  out  of 
the  room  when  we  went  in  shut  it,  1  cannot 
tell. 

But  your  wife  came  in  a  little  after,  and  she 
must  Lave  opened  it  f 
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Yes  she  did ;  but  ,!  am  not  positive  who  shut 
it.  .  .  r 

Was  there  no  precaution  of  locking  the 
door  ? 

No ;  I  did  not  see  the  door  locked. 

You  r  wife  came  in,  and  anybody ;  she  might 
ha  ve  come  in  ? 

I  cannot  say  about  that. 

Look  at  this  gentleman,  I  suppose  you  mean 
this  gentleman? 

Yes;  that  is  the  '  gentleman,  I  know  Mr. 
Carter.  . 

Having  returned  him  the  ten  guineas,  ypu 
rather  wished  lor  something  else  f 

Yes. 

Was  that  because  you  could  not  keep  the 
ten  guineas  ;  should  you  have  asked  for  that  if 
you  had  kept  the  ten- guineas  ? 

Yes. 

You  returned  the  ten  guineas  in  good  hu¬ 
mour,  I  suppose  it  had  not  at  all  affected  your 
intention  of  voting  ?  : 

Not  at  all. 

You  was  determined  to  vote,  and  yet  you 
wanted  something  for  your  vote  ? 

Yes. 

As  your  wife  would  not  let  you  have  the  ten 
guineas,  you  wanted  something  as  good  ? 

I  asked  him  if  he  would  be  so  good  as  to  let 
me  have  the  corporation  fifty  pounds. 

Upon  you  putting  this  to  Mr.  Carter,  the 
fifty  pounds  loan,  he  said  you  should  have  it? 

Yes. 

With  respect  to  that  fifty  pounds  loan,  is  it 
not  known  to  every  man  in  Coventry,  that  it 
cannot  be  given  to  any  but  freemen,  actually 
residing  there,  upon  your  oath  ? 
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I  do  not  understand  what  you  mean. 

'P^you  not  know  that  a  freeman  of  Coventry 
living  in  Londoiv  could  not  have  the  fifty 
pounds  given  him  ? 

I  do  not  live  in  London. 

Do  you  not  know  that  a  man  living  in  Leices¬ 
ter  could  not  have  it  ? 

I  did  not  know  that. 

Do  you  not  know  that  this  fifty  pounds  loan, 
and  the  four  pounds  that  is  given,  must  be 
given  to  resident  freemen  ? 

I  never  heard  any  thing  like  that,  that  I 
know  of,  I  am  not  positive  that  ever  I  did. 
Upon  your  oath  did  you  not  ? 

I  did  not. 

Did  you  know  what  the  nature  of  the  gift 
was  i* 

I  did  not  know  that  they  would  not  let  them- 
have  it  that  did  not  reside  in  the  town.  I  did 
not  know  at  that  time. 

When  did  you  first  know  it 
I  have  heard  it  since. 

Upon  your  oath  you  did  not  know  at  the 
time  the  election  took  place,  did  you  not  know 
that  those  gifts  of  four  pounds,  and  the  loan  of 
fifty  pounds,  was  confined  to  resident  freemen 
of  Coventry  ? 

No  ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 

Will  you  swear  you  did  not  ? 

I  did  not  know  except  a  man  resided  in  the 
town.  I  did  not  know  he  could  have  it  if  he 
resided  out  of  the  town. 

You  swear  that  .f’ 

I  do. 

When  did  you  first  hear,  or  when  waS  vmi 
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first  told,  that  none  but  resident  freemen  would 
have  that  gift  ? 

It  was  William  Jones,  a  frieser. 

\Wiat  is  a  frieser?  , 

Something  in  the  leather  branch,  he  told  me 
after  the  election  was  over;  he  had  asked  for 
four  4>ounds,  and  w^as  informed,  except  they 
lived  in  the  town  they  could  not  have  it.  I 
did  not  know  that  before. 

W  here  does  Jones  live  ? 

He  lives  now  in  London  ;  he  did  live  at 
Leicester  at  that  time. 

\  oil  did  not  see  Mr.  Carter  again  f 

He  did  not  come  to  me  the  next  mornin»-. 

And  you  polled  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
Moore? 

Yes. 

You  saw  Mr.  Barlow  ? 

Yes  ;  looking  out  at  the  side  of  the  Booth. 

Ho  you  happen  to  recollect  when  he  handed 
you  out  of  the  chaise,  any  one  person  that 
was  near  the  chaise  ? 

No;  the  first  person  that  I  saw,  besides  those 
who  weie’iii  the  chaise  with  me,  that  I  knew, 
w'as  Mr.  Jeffery s. 

I  hat  was  after  vou  was  handed  out  ? 

Yes.  ' 

The  waiters  you  know  in  general  are  very 
civil ;  tlie  landlord  and  the  w'aiters  were, very 
attentive  to  you  ?  / 

I  believe  there  were  several  servants  therea¬ 
bouts. 

Then  all  these  people  who  saw  you,  must  ^ 
have  seen  whether  you  were  drunk  or  sober? 

Yes  they  certainly  must.  ' 

Why  then  you  did  not  appear  in  the  room  to 
be  drunk  at  all  ? 
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.  il  could  not  appear  to  be  drunk;,  if  I  was  not 
drunk. 

Then  it  did  not  happen  that  you  might  be 
sick  a  little? 

<  I  Avas  no  way  sick. 

Then  it  did^iot  happen  that  your  stomacli 
was  a  little  out  of  order,  and  what  with  • 

•  ifoise,  and  drunkenness,  and  sickness,  before 
yOii  had  been  tliree  minutes  in  the  room,  they 
were  obliged  to  take  you  down  stairs  ? 

^  I /do  not  ieniombcr  any  thing  of  that. 

But  will  you  swear  the  fact  did  not  happen 
will  you  swear  you  were  not  taken  out  ot  the 
room,  because  you  was  so  drunk,  noisy,  and 
s^ck,  that  nobody  could  bear  the  room  where 
•you  was  ?  ■  ' 

TLeie  was  nothing  of  that  sort  to  my  know'- 

ledgc.  ,  ' 

Will  you  swear  you  tvas  not  taken  out  of  the 
room,  because  you  w'as  not  fit  to  remain  in  it  r 

.1  w.!].  ,  '  ■ 

Then  you  will  stvear  you  was  not  taken  out 
of  the  rooin  on  that  account  ? 

1  was  not  taken  out  of  the  room,  till  Mr. 
Carter  called  me  out. 

At  any  part  of  that  evening  w  as  you  taken 
out  of  tiiat  room  and  carried  away  on  account 
of  drunkenness  ?  •  ' 

Not  to  my  knowledge.  '  .  .  .. 

You  must  knew  whether  you  were  or  not? 

I  cannot  recollei't  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

You  say  you  was  not  drunk  ;  you  must  recoU 
lect  whetlier  you  was  taken  out  ? 

I  was  not.  •  : 

NYitber  before  or  after  Mr. 'Carter  took  you 
out  of  the  room,  was  you  taken  out  on  uccotipt 
of  drunkenness  or  sickness  ?  . 

1  was  not. 
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I  you  again^  whether  vou  was  not  at  any 

time  that  eveimig  sent  out  ot  tiie  room  or  taken 

oat  ot  tlie  room  by  VVillium  Pickard  and  Mar- 

son,  because  you  were  so  sick  and  drank,  that 

tlio  pcoi>!e  HI  the  room  cmdd  not  bear  it? 

sitw  iVlr.  l^iokaici  tljcro. 

>'011  you  swear  you  was  not  taken  out  of 'the 
room  r 

Yes, 

Or  ordered  out  of  the  room  .? 

Not  to  njy  k iiowlcd s^'c, 

not  drunk,  you  must  remember 
'sviiethei  tiiat  was  done  or  not? 

^^othmg.  of  that  kind  was  done. 

^  i  on  was  not  taken  out  of  t  he  room,  or  sent 
-oown  stairs  because  you  was  drunk  ? 

No. 

notMn.nkt'^  knowledge  you  was 

No;  i  wasmot. 

■  M  *,'"g  else  passing  between 

no  I  kt-  Peepie,  you  went  and 

polled  for  Mr.  Bud  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 

I  did  the  next  morning. 

How  happened  that  conversation  that  took 

■place  oetween  you  and  Jones  ;  did  he  live  in 
Coventry? 

No;  he  lived  in  Leicester. 

conversation  about  the 

The  question  objected  to. 

The  Court  cleared, 

•Resolved, 

'Ihdt  the  question  cannot  be  put. 

examination  you 
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Yes  ;  I  knew  him  before  1  left  Coventry  very 
-well.  I  knew  him  after  very  well. 

How  long  have  you  resided  in  Leicester 

’-since  you  left  Coventry  ? 

About  a  year  and  a  half. 

Your  wife  lived  with  you  there  ? 

Yes.  ,  ’ 

How  long  were  you  married  ? 

Four  years  last  December. 

And  your  wife  lived  with  you  the  whole  time 
you  were  living  in  Leicester  i* 

No ;  not  the  whole  time,  she  was  sometime 
at  Coventry  at  work. 

-  How  long  before  the  election  did  she  come 
to  Coventry  from  Leicester? 

As  I  went  to  Coventry  on  the  Thursday,  I 
believe  she  left  Leicester  on  the  Tuesday. 

Do  you  think  your  wife  would  have  gone  to 
Coventry  on  that  Tuesday,  it  it  had  not  been 
for  the  election  ? 

I  do  not  think  she  would. 

You  would  not  have  gone  I  suppose  on  the 
Thursday  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  election  ? 

I  should  not. 

By  virtue  of  your  oath,  did  your  wife  know 
at  the  time  she  left  Leicester,  who  you  would 
vote  for  at  the  Coventry  eleetion  ? 

She  did  not. 

By  virtue  of  your  oath,  did  you  yourself 
know  who  you  would  vote  for  ? 

Yes;  I  was  determined  to  serve  Mr.  Bird 

and  Mr.  Moore, 

Whose  carriage  did  you  go  in  from  Leices¬ 
ter  to  Coventry  ? 

I  do  not  know;  it  went  from  the  Three 
Cranes  at  Leicester. 

Was  it  in  a  carriage  paid  for  by  Mr.  Jede-^ 
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rys  and  Barlow,  or  paid  for  by  Mr,  Bird  and 
Moore  ? 

I  believe  it  was  paid  for  by  Mr.  JefFerys  and 
Barlow. 

V¥hat  made  you  go  in  a  carriage  paid  for  by 
Mr.  Barlow  and  Jetlerys,  as  you  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 

I  was  determined  to  see  whether  I  had  any 
friends  or  not. 


What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

Mdicn  my  lather  was  living,  he  had  some 
houses  upon  a  lease  from  the  corporation,  he 
is  dead,  and  since  that  my  mother  has  had 
them,  and  1  expected  if  1  served  them,  I  mi^^ht 
have  them;  but  I  did  not  serve  them.  .  ^ 

When  you  went  to  Coventry,  did  voumake 
any  edort  to  get  this  lease  renewed  ?  "  ■  ^ 

No  ;  I  did  not. 

Was  that  . the  only  act  of  friendship  you  ex¬ 
pected  when  you  arrived  at  Coventry  ?  ‘ 

^  oil  say  you  went  determined  to  vote  for 
jNIr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 

Yes. 


liow  do  you  reconcile  that  with  sayin?  vou 
were  determined  to  see  if  you  had  any  friends, 
if  yon  were  determined  before  hand 'to  vote 
lor  Mr  Bird  and  Mr.  Mooore.  [wish  to  uii- 
derstaiid  .vou,  you  went  to  see  if  yon  liad  ai).v 
li'iends,  did  you  mean  that  .that  was  to  in- 
.nuence  your  vote  ? 

1  ilo  not  undei'stand  what  you  mean.  • 
Suppose  the  corporation  had  agreed  to  o-ive 
.you  a  new  lease  or  those  premises;  would  %ou 
in  that  instance  have  voted  for  their  hiefids 
'against  Mr.  ?fioore; 

I  do  net  know  but  I  might  have  done  it.if 

they  nad  conle  Jiopward. 
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Though  you  were  cletemiined  iti  the  first  in¬ 
stance  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  t 

Yes  ;  but  1  did  not  ask  them  that  favour. 

Though  when  you  left  Leicester  you  were  re¬ 
solved  to  see  if  you  had  any  friends? 

Yes. 

And  when  you  got  to  Coventry  you  did  not 
jnake  the  trial  ? 

No.  .  , 

Who  did  the  other  votei's  that  came  in  the 
carriage  with  you  vote  for  ? 

One  of  them  was  a  pauper. 

‘Did  he  offer  to  vote  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge  ;  I  do  not  know  that 
he  did  or  did  not.  ' 

Did  he  leave  Liecester  intending  to  vote  at ' 
the  election  ? 

Yes;  he  went  with  us  to  vote. 

Do  you  know  who  he  intended  to  vote  for^ 
if  he  had  had  a  good  vote  ? 

I  believe  he  intended  to  vote  for  Mr.  Barlow 
and  Jefferys. 

What  was  that  pauper  named  ? 

Palmer. 

Who  did  William  Richardson  vote  for? 

He  told  me  the  night  before,  he  would  serve 
Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore 5  but  in  the  morning., 
he  promised  Mr.  Payne  he  would  serve  Mr. 
Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow, 

Who  did  he  vote  for  ? 

I  believe  he  voted  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr. 
Mi**  Jefferys. 

Who  did  Kean  vote  for? 

I  believe  Kean  voted  for  Mr,  Barlow  and 
Mr.  Jefferys. 

So  that  of  the  party  that  went  in  the  carriage 
with  you,  you  were  the  only  person  who  voted 
for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 
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Yes. 

l>jd  you,  before  your  wife  left  Leicester,  tell 
her  how  you  would  vote? 

1  did  not. 

By  virtue  of  your  oath,  did  your  wife  know 

heroie  you  left  Leicester,  who  you  would  vote 
lor?  ' 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

How  many  aays  beiore  you  left  Leicester, 
had  you  determined  to  vote  for  ^Ir.  Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore  ? 

When  I  was  first  asked  for  my  vote. 

Was  that  before  your  wife  left  Leicester  i 

It  was. 

But  you  never  told  3’our  v/ife  who  you  would 
for  ? 

Not  positively. 

Hid  you  at  all  tell  her? 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Were  you  canvassed  by  both  parties  at  Lei¬ 
cester 

Yes;  I  was. 

But  3'ou  did  not  positively  tell  your  wife 
whom  you  would  vote  for  ^  u 

No  ;  I  did  noL  i 

Immediately  upon  your  arrival  in  Coventry, 
when  you  told  your  wife  you  had  got  ten  gui¬ 
neas,  she  told  you  to  give  it  back  ? 

No ;  she  said  I  should  not  have  it.'’ 

How  much  do  you  earn  by  your  trade  ? 

A  guinea  a  week. 

Have  you  any  income  independent  of  your 
trade? 

No  ;  nothing  but  my  own  hand  labour.' 

.  ^  had  ten  guineas  in  your  haiid^  and”  your 
wife  said  you  should  not  have  it  ^ 

Yes, 
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Ten  guineivs  to  a  man  earning  a  guinea  ,a 
'Weekg  is  a  great  deal  of  money  ?  /' 

Yes. 

i  suppose  you  have  not  very  often  ten  gui¬ 
neas ’at  a  time  ? 

I  have  a  little  money  of  my  own  that  I  have 
^aved  by  iny  own  industry. 

Have  you  any  family  r 
»'•  No  ;  only  my  wife  and  m3^self. 

'  -How  came  .your  wife  to  .saj^  you  should 
not  have  it  r”  .  <  - 

It  was  l)v  her  desire  that  I-  should  not  serve 

•/ 

the  cause.  •  - 

I 

Wow  came  your  wife  to  be  on  the  opposite 
-side?  ,  — 

I  believe  her  father  and  the  whole  family 
were  friends  of  that  party. 

Then  1  suppose  they  supported  Mr.  Bird  be¬ 
fore  ? 

I  believe  they  did. 

II  a  d  t  h  ey  V  o  te  d  for  M  ]• .  M  o  or e  be  fo  r e  ?  •  > 

Tdot'.’t  know  that  they  ever  did,  • 

'  Had  they  ever  voted. for  Mr.  Jeffery s  before  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Did  you  ever  vote  yourself  except  at  the  last 
.election  ? 

.Never.  ■ " 

The  only  request  w'as,  that  you  made  of  Mr. 
rCartef  was  ten  guineas,  and  to  get  you  from 
'the  corporation  fifty  pounds  ? 

Yes ;  1  asked  him  those  two  favours. 

;  He  gave  \mu  the  ten  guineas,  and  promised 
you  the  fifty  pounds  ? 

He  told  me  J  should  have  it. 

Then  if  Mr.  Carter  granted  you  every  thing 
''■you  asked,  why  did  not  you  vote  for  his  friend 
instead  of  the  opposite  party  ?  , 

1  coidd  not  enjoy  the  principle  in  my  own 
heart  to  vote  fur  them. 
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Why  could  not  you  enjoy  the  princi[)le  in 
your  own  lieart  ? 

Because  I  would  always  serve  the  other  party. 
Wluit  made  you  then  take  ten  guineas  from 
-the  one  party,  it  the  principle  of  your  own 
•  heart  would  not  let  you  vote  for  them  ? 

I  told  you  before,  1  wished  to  see  if  I  had 
any  friends  of  not. 

What  made  you  take  the  ten  guineas  ? 

I  was  trying  whether  I  had  any  friends  or 
not. 

If  yonr  wife  had  not  made  you  give  back 
the  ten  guineas,  w'ould  you  have  kept  the  ten 
guineas  ? 

1  believe  I  should. 

'  And  if  they  had  gave  you  the  corporation 
fifty  pounds,  would  you  have  taken  it  r* 

Yes ;  I  should. 

And  would  you  in  that  case  have  voted  for 
Mr.  Carter's  friends? 

'  Had  they  given  that,  I  believe  I  should. 

Now  how  do  you  account  for  this^  you  say 
that  if  they  had  given  you  the  ten  guineas  and 
the  fifty  pounds,  you  w’^ould  have  voted  for 
'them  ;  they  gave  you  ten  guineas  and  promised 
you  the  fifty  pounds,  what  made  y<3u  vote  far 
.the  opposite  party? 

I  wished  to  do  it,  I  could  not  serve  the  other 
on  any  account. 

\  on  have  said  they  promised  jmii  the  fifty 
pounds,  and ‘had  actually  given  you  the  ten 
guineas  ? 

I  believe  if  I  had  had  the  fifty  pounds,  and 
hadthe  favour  of  the  lease,  I  should  have  voted 
ibr  them.  ’  • 

^  A  minute  ago,  you  said  if  you  had  got  the 
fifty  pounds  along  vvith  the  ten  guineas,  you 
would  have  voted  for  Barlow  und"j  eiierys 
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*  , 

I  bolicve  I  sliotild. 

Without  the  lease  ?  , 

No;  r  doiih  thmk  I  should  have  voted  for 
them  without  the  lease. 

You  hrst  saul  ii‘  you  had  got  the  corpora¬ 
tion  tiTtv  pound, s  in  addition  to  the  ten  srui- 
"ndasj  \’ou  would  have  voted  idr  Jelierys  and 
Barlow? 

[  believe  so  if  1  had  got  the  favour  of  the 
'lease.  *  . 

Would  not  y'ou  without  the  lease  ? 

I  am  notpOsirlve,  I  Cannot  say  that  [  should. 

Would  the  three  together  have  got  over 
that  principle  in  your  mind  ;  would  not  you 
then  have  voted  for  Barlow  and  Jefl’erys.^ 

-  Yes,  1  helieyc  I  should  have  served  them 

then.  •  ■  .  '  ' 

^  Your  wife  desired  you  to  give  back  the  ten 
■guin'cas'? 

She  told  me  I  should  not  have  it.  - 

By  virtue  of  your  oath,  do  you  know  of  any 
•Gther  person  besides  yourself  wlio  took  money 
for  your  vote  from  the  opposite  party? 

I  cannot  recollect  that!  do. 

Bo  you  know  of  any  other  person — vou 
•know  vmiir  wife  came  with  ^mu. — Who  took 
money,  or  got  any  promise,  or  got  any  rew'aid 
‘from  Mr.  Bird  or  Mr.  Moore? 

I  cannot  recollect  tliat  1  do.  ; 

1  •  \Yas  any  promise  made  to  3ujur  wife'  to  ^^our 
■‘krioV.dedgeV  ■ 

None  to  my  knowledge.  ■ 

-  You  know  of  no  oher  or  promise,  made  to 
‘any  ceVs?)!!  on  account  of  vour  vote? 

Not  t )  my  knowledge,  not  from  the  oppo- 
'sitc  pjn  tv.  ■, 

t  '  -jt  is  p.erfectly  disinterested  on  j'ouv  pralg 
did' you  expect  any  thing?  c  ' 
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Only  a  little,  after  I  liad  voted  to  carry  me 
oack  to  my  place  of  work. . 

\V  hat  smu  did  you  expect? 
i  dv/iit  know  how  much. 

l^id  you  think  you  might  have  more  than 
'tenguineasi’ 

.  1  cinl  not  know  how  much  I  miglit  have. 

-l  ou  only  expected  something,  to  carry  you 
back  to  Leicester  ?  ‘ 

I  expected  [  siioiild  have  something  to  take 
me  hack  to  .my  work  again,  : 

.  lou  expected  something — how  much? 

1  did  not  expect  any  certain  sum,  I  left 
tnat  to  their  generosity  to  give  what  they 
thougiit‘jn-o[)er.  • 

'  •  D.d  you  expect  more  or  less— you  were  very 
disinterested,  when  you  received  ten  guineas'^* 
did  YOU  expect  more  or  less  than  ten  guineas?' 

1  did  not  expect  any  certain  sum. 

•  VV  hat  reysoLi  had  you  to  expect  any  thino  ?  ' 
I  naturaily  expected  somethino’.  ^ 

.Upon  your  oath  what  reason  had  voii  to  ex¬ 
pect  any  more  would  be  given  you  after  your 
y.oting.f' 

1  had  no  other  reason  but  something  to  carry 

me  baext  to  my  work— 1  iiad  no  uarticular  rea-' 
son  to  expect  it.  ' 

Von  say  you  expect  something,  ,v!iat  reason 
aad  you  to  expect  any  thing  ^ 

,  Tor  '/or III g  , for  til e in.. 

AV^nat  in  luced  you  to  think  tliat  you  would 
gel.  any  thing  ?  .  • 

For  serving  the  party  ;  I  could  not  have  any 

Did  any  one  tell  you.  if  you  supported  the 
would  get  anything? 

Ye.s  ;  1  help'd  1  should  litive  money  to  carry 
me  back.  ^  —  -*5 
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Who  did  you  hear  it  from  ? 

I  heard  it  from  my  brother. 

What  sum  did  your  brothei*  tell  you  ydu 
would  get  if 'you  voted  for  the  opposite  party? 

I  cannot  recollect  that  he  told  me  any  sum'. 

llecollect  yourself;'  it  is  a  very  serious 
thing  to  swear  falsely  in  a  Court  ot  Justice, 
did  you  directly  or  indirectly  hear  from  your 
brother  whether  you  would  get  any  certain 
sum  ? 

No;  he  did  not  say  any  certain  sum. 

Did  he  know  you  had  been  offered  ten  gui¬ 
neas  ? 

Yes;  I  told  him  what  had  passed,  and  he 
told  me  what  he  was  to  have. 

Did  he  tell  you  whether  it  would  be  more  or 
less  than  ten  guineas.'* 

I  cannot  recollect  that  he  mentioned  any 
certain  sum. 

When  you  were  offered  ten  guineas  certain, 
when  you  had  it  as  in  your  hand,  and  had  a 
promise  of  the  fifty  pounds,  how  came  you  to 
vote  for  the  other  when  it  was  so  uncertain? 

I  did  it  to  enjoy  the  principle  in  my  own 
heart.  ‘ 

And  that  principle  made  you  prefer  Un  un¬ 
certainty  to  a  certainty  ? 

■  Yes. 

"VYould  the  principle  of  your  own  heart 
have  carried  you  so  far,  as  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  except  your  brother  had 
told  you  you  would  have  something  from  the 
other  side  i* 

Yes,  I  should  have  ^^oted  for  them  whether 
I  got  any  thing  or  not. 

VVhen  did  your  brother  tell  you  you  would 
get  something  for  voting  for  them  ? 
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The  night  before  I  voted,  the  same  niffht  I 
house  Coventry  ;  it  was  at  my  Mother’s 

Who  do  you  consider  your  best  friend  in 

Coventiy?  .  . 

My  mother. 

Your  election  friends  I  mean? 

_  Mr.  Bird  I  believe  is  the  best  friend  I  have 

m  Coventry  m  respect  of  the  trade  established 
in  the  place.  ^ 

Y®"  were  promised  ten  guineas  which  you 
took,  and  afterwards  returned  to  Mr.  Carter 

nnn/"."  get  Something  from  the 

opposite  party  to  take  youback.-Did  yen  get 
any  thing  from  the  other  party? 

\es;  after  I  had  voted  I  went  to  the  com- 
miUee  and  received  a  guinea  and  a  half, 
rrom  whom  ? 

who""”  ’tnow  ■ 

’  you  get  any  more  ? 

Not  at  that  time;  I  had  a  present  cf  5s 
made  me  by  Mr.  Charles  Lilly.  ^ 

No;  not  at  that  time. 

Did  you  at  any  other  time? 

No. 

a  hT.;?:  "amfLf  ‘ 

Not  at  the  election. 

Did  you  since  the  election? 

No. 

Did  you  before  the  election  ? 

No. 

T'hen  what  do  you  mean  by  at  that 
I  received  .this  money  in  the  aft3rnoon  and 

had  the  present  of.  five  .shilling,  at  night:  ^  ^ 

*0  -  'O  j 
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And  you  never  got  more  than  those  two 
sums,  a  guinea  and  a  half,  and  five  shillings-, 
on  account  of  the  election  ? 

Not  from  the  high  party. 

By  virtuev  of  your  oath,  do  you  know 
whether  your  wife  got  any  thing  for  your  vote? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Or  any  other  person  on  your  part.^  . 

Not  to  my  knovviedge. 

What  reason  had  you  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird 
and  Mr.  Moore  for  a  guinea  and  a  half  and 
five  shillings,  'when  you  were  odered  ten  gui- ^ 
neas  on  the  opposite  side? 

1  did  not  know  how  much  I  should  have,  I 
could  not  tell  what  sum. 

Bid  you  ever  expect  to  get  any  more? 

No  ;  the  moment  1  polled,  1  asked  Mr.  Bird 
w'hat  he  would  give  me  to  pay  myexpences 
back,  and  he  said  he  could  not  promise  me 
any  thing  at  all — that  was  as  I  was  going  to  , 
the  booth.  ^ 

Was  you  promised  any  more? 

I  asked  him  what  he  would  give  me  to  vote 
for  ]iim,  and  he  said  he  could  not  promise  any 
tfiing. 

Before  yon  came  up'  to  town,  was  you  pro¬ 
mised  any  thing  to  give  evidence  here? 

No  ;  I  was  not  to  my  knowledge. 

What  do  you  mean  by  your  knowdedge  ;  do 
you  swear  positively  you  was  not  promised  any 
thing?  '  ' 

1  cannot  recollect;  noton  that  party. 

Bid  your  wife  at  any  time  ever  get  any  thing 
for  your  vote  to  your  knowledge? 

Not  to  my  knovviedge. 

Bid  she  ever  tell  you? 

No;  if  she  did  I  never  knew  it.  She  never 
told  me. 
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\  oar  wife  went  to  Coventry  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  the  election  ? 

Yes. 


V/hat  brought  her  to  Coventry  a  few  days 
before  the  election  ^ 

My  inother  catne  to  receive  a  dividend  that 
was  lelt  her  at  -Leicester,  and  my  wife  went 
with  her;  iny  wife  said  1  must  vote,  for  Mr. 
I5ird  and  Mr,  Moore,  and  1  must  not  vote  for 
any  body  else. 

How  did  you  go  back  from  Coventry.?  7 

By  the  coach. 

Had  you  any  money  given  you  to  pay  for 
tlie  coach.? 

Only  what  I  had  given  me  by  the  commit¬ 
tee. 


Only  the  guinea  and  a  half  that  you  receiv¬ 
ed  at  Mr.  Bird’s  house. 

Yes;  and  live  shillings. 

1  nat  was  all  you  received  to  pay  all  your 
“expen ces .? 

Yes. 

And  you  do  not  now  consider  that  you  have 
any  demand  for  any  thing  more.? 

'  Noj  I  have  not. 

How  did  you  go  to  Coventry .? 

In  a  post  chaise. 

How  did  you  find  the  post  chaise? 

There  was  a  post  chaise  at  the  Three  Craneis 
that  took  four  of  us  to  Coventry. 

How  came  you  to  go  to  the  Three  Cranes 
lor  a  chaise .? 

Mr.  Payne  had  been  with  me  the  niMit  be¬ 
fore,  and  told  me  of  it.  ° 

W^ien  you  came  to  Coventry,  you  went  to 
Ithe  house  where  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeffervs 
were.?  .  _ 

Yes;  the  White  Bear. 


« 
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Being  at  the  house  in  that  way,  you  must 
naturally  have  been  supposed  to  come  to  vote 
for  the  parties  at  whose  expcnce  you  travelled? 

To  be  sure. 

Did  you  say  any  thing  at  supper  of  the  way 
in  which  you  meant  to  vote  next  day? 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

And  you  know  of  no  reason  Mr.  Carter  had, 
seeing  you  in  the  house  of -his  own  Iriends, 
knowing  that  you  had  travelled  at  the  ex- 
pences  of  his  own  friends,  to  think  you  that 
description  of  person  that  it  was  necessary 
to  take  you  aside  in  order  to  be  regularly  can¬ 
vassed  ? 

I  dont  know  any  reason  for  it. 

That  Mr.  Carter  should  separate  you  from 
all  that  came  in  .the  chaise  ? 

Yes. 

Are  you  sure  you  said  nothing  at  supper  that 
you  meant  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  ‘Mr. 
Moore  ? 

I  cannot  recollect  that  I  did. 

You  w^as  not  quite  sober  ?  ' 

No. 

You  said  your  wife  w^ould  not  have  gone  to 
Coventry  upon  the  Tuesday,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  election  ;  you  now  say  she  went  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  dividend  ? 

No  ;  my  wdfe  went  wdth  my  mother  to  Co¬ 
ventry. 

I 

You  consider  that  you  have  no  demand 
upon  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  for  the  votes 
you  gave  either  of  them,  and  that  you  iievev 
received  more  tha,u  a  guinea  and  a  half,  and 
live  shillings  to  pay  your  ex^penees  back  r 

No. 

How^  much  had  you  received  before  you  left 
Leicester  f 
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1  had  received  no  money  from  that  par- 

What  money  had  you  received  from  any 
person  f 

^^ot  any. 

What  there 

Eating  and  drinking. 

E'o  Bank  notes  ? 

No  Mr.  Payne  offered  to  lend  us  a  guinea 
a  piece. 

Did  he  lend  you  any  ‘ 

No.  ^ 

Eid  he  lend  any  body  any  money  for  your 
use  ? 

Noj  I  dont  know  that  he  did.  , 

Thursday  do  you  mean  the  first  day  of 
the  poll .? 

It  was  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  poll  that 
I  went  to  Coventry. 

Then  you  polled  the  second  day  of  the  poll  ? 

It  was  on  the  Friday  morning  I  don’t  know 
whether  it  was  the  second  da^’  or  the  third  day. 

You  saw  Mr.  Jeiferys?  ^ 

I  saw  Mr.  Jefferys  when  I  got  out  of  the 
chaise.  "  *  , 


W'as  he  the  first  person  you  saw  at  Coven¬ 
try  ^ 

iVo^  Mr.  Barlow  was  the  first  person. — Mr. 
s  was  the  first  person  I  knew  after  1  got 
out  of  the  chaise. 

TVhere  was  it  that  you  received  the  five 
shillings  from  Mr.  Charles  Lilly? 

FJe  w^ent  with  me  from  the  booth  to  Mr. 
Bird  s  house,  he  said  there  will  be  a  guinea 
and  a  half  for  you,  and  he  Said,  come  to  me 
and  I  will  give  you  five  shillings  more,  come 
to  me  at  the  Black  Horse  htdlie  evening,  i 
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Who  paid  you  the  guinea  and  a  half  at  Mr* 
Bird’s  house  in  the  evening  ? 

After  I  had  come  out  of  the  committee  I  waa 
called  for  to  come  up  stairs^  and  there  was  a 
man  sitting  who  paid  me. 

If  you  had  made  up  your  mind  before  you 
left  Leicester  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr* 
Moore,  and  when  you  arrived  at  Coventry  and 
saw  Mr.  Barlow,  and  Mr.  Jefferys,  and  their 
friends,  why  did  you  not  leave  that  house  and 
go  to  the  house  of  the  friends  you  came  to  vote 
for? 

They  ashed  me  to  go  up  stairs.  I  was  hun¬ 
gry,  and  I  went  up  stairs  to  get  something  to 
eat  and  drink.  ^ 

Why  did  your  principle  permit  you  to  eat 
and  drink  at  the  expence  of  one  candidate, 
when  you  intended  to  vote  for  another? 

I  was  asked. 

You  was  also  asked  for  your  vote  ? 

I  told  Mr.  Carter  1  would  serve  them. 

What  made  you  tell  M-r.  Carter  you  would 
serve  them,  when  you  intended  to  vote  for  ano¬ 
ther  party  ? 

I  wished  to  see  if  I  had  any  friends. 

What  do  you  mean  by  having  friends — what 
is  the  meaning  of  having  friends  ? 

People  that  would  do  me  good  in  case  I 
want  it. 

You  have  said  you  wished  to  see  whether 
you  had  any  friends.  Mr.  Carter,  by  having 
given  you  ten  guineas,  and  having  promised  tso 
lend  you  .50l.  appeared  to  be  what  you  mean 
by  friend  ? 

Yes. 

Did  not  he  ?  ♦ 

Yes,  And  if  he  had  promised  me  the  lease 
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of  the  houses  I  should  have  thouscht  him  my 
friend.  ^ 

But  did  he  give  you  t.lie  ten  guineas^  and 
promise  you  the  50 1. 

Yes.. 

As  far  as  that  he  was  your  friend. 

He  was  rny  friend  so  far. 

A  hen  whut  made  you  leave  so  good  a  friend' 
as  Mr.  Carter^  and  go  and  vote  for  tiiese  peo¬ 
ple  w’ho  had  not  appeared  to  be  vour  friends^ 
at  ail 

Ur  enjoy  the  principles  of  my  heart. 

Imt  you  say,  if  you  .could  have  got  the 
l^nse  you  would  then  have  obliged  Mr.  Car¬ 
ter,  and  voted  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  jef- 
ferys,  and  sacrificed  the  priiieiples  of  youir 
own  heart. 

I  helieve  I  should. 

.Did  you  know  that  there  was  such  a  thing: 
as  an  oath  of  bribery  generally  administered 
to  voters  at  elections. 

I  newer  polled  before  that,  and  I  had  not  a 
knowledge  of  it  before  I  went  to  poll. 

You  did  take  the  bribery  oath,  did  you  not  f 

Yes.  I  took  the  oath  at  the  booth  where  1 
went  to  poll,  I  believe. 

Do  yon  know  wli.ether  you  did  or  not  ^ 

Yes  :  I  did. 

Should  you  have  taken  that  oath  if  you  had 
accepted  Mr.  Carter’s  offer. 

No:  I  could  not  have  voted  then,  because 
I  should  have  foreworn  myself. 

^  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  the  persons 
ihat  supped  with  you  ? 

1  cannot  recollect  the  names  of  the  others  ; 
there  wa^  Kean  and  Palmer^  and  Richardson 
and  jtnyseli],  and  Watkins*  ,  r 


140  ELIZ.  swain’s  EXAMlNATIONr 

W  ere  they  there  when  you  first  went  into 
the  room  ? 

1  cannot  say  whether  they  were  or  not  :  I 
saw  them  very  soon  alter. 

Elizabeth  Swain  called  in  and  szcorti. 

You  are  the  wife  of  Joseph  Swain  z 
'  Yes.  :  - 

Was  you  at  Coventry  at  the  time  of  the  last 
election. f 

1  was.  ' 

.Did  you  come.there  with  your  husband 

jS'o  :  1  came  there  before  him. 

How  soon  did  you  see  him  after  he  ijot 
there.?  ,  •  ^ 

1  saw  him  at  the  Cross  in  the  chaise^  and  I 
followed  him  as  fast  as  I  could  to  the  White 
Boar. 

J)id  you  see  him  get  out? 

INo:  i  did  not. 

How  soon  did  you  see. him  after  lie  got  out? 

1  saw  him  in  the  lower  room. 

iit  tne  time  you  saw  him_,  wms  he  drunk  or 
sober .? 

He  was  not  drunk;  he  had  had  a  little  liquor^ 
but  was  not  drunk. 

State  what  passed  ? 

When  we  went  up  stairs,  Mr.  Carter  called 
him  out  of  the  room,  and  told  him  he  w  anted  to 
speak  to  hirr.«  . ' 

l)id  you  stay  with  him  upstairs? 

Yes.  He  went  into  the  room  on  the  right- 
hand  side;  Mr,  Carter  asked  him  how  he  did, 
and  asked  him  how  many  tiiere  were  coined 
and  he  told  'hiiii  four  ;  lie  asked  bow  many 
there  were  in  the  whole,  and  he  ^uid  thlrtee'?i. 
Mr.  Cartel‘s  then  asked  hhp*,  if*  he  .  meant  to 
serve  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr,  Jeffe'irys  ;  hc'  tbld 
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hiin  he  meant  to  serve  them,  but  he  could  not 
without  he  liad  ten  guineas;  and  Mr.  Carter 
then  said,  he  eouid  not  promise  him  any,  aii<l 
ihy  iiushand  bid  him  good  lught ;  he  said,  good 
night  tor  ever..  Mr.  Carter  then  caught  iiiin 
by  his  arm,  and  told  him  that  would  not  do  ; 
then  lie  took  him  iuto^  a  room  away  from 
me,  and  what  passed  there  1  cannot  tell :  but 
when  Mr.  Carter  cain-e  out  of  this  rooju  agakv 
when  1  Avent  into  the  room  there  was  a  young 
woman  outside  the  door  said  1  must  not  go  in, 
and  1  insisted  upon  going  in.  i  said  1  would. 
1  told  her,  it  she  did  not  let  me  in  1  would 
break  tlie  door  open.  Then  she  said,  is  tliat 
your  husband,  and  l.said  yes  ;  and  then  she 
let  me  in.  W  hen  1  went  in,  my  husband  sai^ 
he  had  something  more  to  say  to  Mr.  'Carter 
that  he  did  not  wish  me  to  iiear.  Mr.  Carter 
took  him  into  another  room;  and  when  I  cari^e 
out  again  my  husband  said  Mr.  Carter  has 
given  me  the  Hioney,  the  ten  guine^rs,  and 
said  you  shall  not  have  it;-  then  he  return¬ 
ed  it  to  Mr.  Carter  agam,.  and  he  said  be 
would  see  him  in  the  mornuig.  Mr.  Carter 
saiu,  donT  you  mean  to  stop  and  sleep  here ; 
I  said  no,  his  mother  had  provided  a  bed,  and 
would  be  very  much  offended  if  ke  did  not 
sleep  there.  He  prevailed  upon  us  very  hard 
to  stop  and  sleep  there^  lie  said  we  should  Ije 
very  comfortable  if  he  would.  I  said  he 
should  not  stop  to  sleep  there,  his  mother 
would  he  very  inueh  offended  if  he  did  ;  and 
that  was  ail  that  pass<id  that  I  recollect. 

Wh  at  happened  afterwards  ?  ‘  , 

1  do  not  recollect  any  ihing  more.  Mt. 
Carter  offered  the  money  ctgvti  m  ^hat  room,,, 
and  said— Swain ^  take  the  money, -aaid  ^ 
shall  want  for  notbinii;. 

t  -  JLi  .  *T 
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Did  any  thing  more  pass? 

He  saidj  he  would  not  take  the  money  tlien, 
he  would  see  him  in  the  inoniing  ;  and  Mr, 

Carter  promised  to  see  him  at  eight  o’clock  the 
next  morning. 

Any  thing  else  ? 

Nothing  utrtber  that  I  know  erf. 

Mr.  Carter  was  extremely  pressing  with  him 
to  lak#  the  money  afterhe  had  retnrned  it  ? 

^  Yes  :  he  pressed  upon  him  very  hard  to  take 
It  again. 

Put  it  into  his  hand  several  times,  did  not 
he  ? 

^  He  held  it  to  him  two  or  three  times. 

And  yo,ur  husband  was  obstinate  and  would 
not  take  it  again  ?  , 

•  Yesv 

Djd  you  see  your  husband  take  it  the  first 
time? 

No.. 

^  How  long  do  you  think  it  was  he  W'as  press- 

•  your  husband  so  violently^  and  putting  the 
money  to  him  ?  .r-.- 

I  cannot  say. 

M'asdt  ten  minutes,  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour? 

’  They  w^ere  longer  than  that  together  a  good 
white.  ,  '  1  . 

And  Mr.  Carter  continually  put  the  moneys 
to'Jiim,  and  he  refnsingit? 

He  several  times -put  the  money' to  hi  til, 
sayhig— take  it  Swain,  and  you  shall  w'ant’ibr 
1  nothing  :  lie  said  that  twihei^  • 

You  did  not  see  him  give  your  husband  the 
money? 

•  No,  .  '■»  . 

.  •  Did  you  sec-it  in  his  hands !  ■ 

Jt;s.  ..  !  ...  .  .. ■  .  .  .  ■!,.  : 
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Did  you  see  him  .couut  it  ?. 

:  be  held  it  in  his  fingers. 

leli  us  how  he  held, it  in  his  fingers? 

He  had  it  in  his  fingers  like  counting  it 
backwards  and  forwards.  ^ 

How  ? 

Like  as  if  you  Was  counting  halfpence. 

Passing  from  one  baud  to  the  other? 

Yes.  ,■ 

How  much  bank  notes,  and  how  much  cash? 

I  saw  no  bank  notes  at  all. 

Could.you  tell  iiow  much  there  was? 

.T\o  further  than  wlrat  he  told  me. 

How  long  was  he  pressing  your  husband  to 
take  it 

I  don’t  know  :  there  was  more  passed  besides 
his  asking  him  to  take  the  inoucy. 

But  how  long  was  he  pressing  your  husband 
to  take  the  money  I 

I  cannot  recollect  bow  long  it  was. 

Was  the  young  woman  in  the  room  at  this 
time? 

No, 


A Yho  was  in  the  room  ?  .  . 

Only  Mr.  Carter,  my  husband,  and  me. 
Where  did  he  put  the  money  ?  *  k  V 

He  put  it  into  his  waistcoat- poc  ket— he* held 
it  in  his  hand,  after  that  he  had  ofiered  it  to  ' 
my  husband — lie  had  not  put  it  in  his  pocket 
till  after  he  had  ofi’cred  it  my  husband  again, 
and  we  were  coining  away,  and  then  he  put  it 
into  his  waistcoat  pocket.  f 

Your  husband  first  of  nil  asked'for  ten  gui-; 
neas?  >,  . 

I  esi  •  ,  _  .  _  ^ 

Beii)re>Ir.  Carter  said  a  word  to  him,  qx-^ 
cept  his  asking  him  df  he  gtieaut'jio  y.Qtevforf 
Mr.  Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow  ? 


i  i 
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Yes.  He  said,  yes;  but  he  would  notwi^i>v. 
out  he  had  ten  guinea-s. 

Then  the  offer  came  iimt  from  him  t 
■  Yes. 

Where  was  it  that  lie  said-'this  ?  ■ 

Upon  the  landing  place  up  stairs,  j 

What  did  3mu  say  to  that  ? 

I  did  not  malve  any  answer  to  that  at  all. 

So  your  husband  returned  Mr.  Carter  the 
ten  guineas  ? 

I  was  in  the  next  room.  Mr.. Carter  did  not 
give  it  to  my  husband  in  iny  presence.  ,I  saw 
iny  husband  give  it  him  back  again. 

Did  you  go  with  your  husband  down  stairs 
after  that  i* 

Yes. 

Who  went?  ' 

Only  me  and  my  husband.  We  went  straight 
down  stairs,  and  went  home. 

I  want  to  know  whether  you  and  your  hus¬ 
band  went  alone  down  stairs  ? 

Yes ;  we  went  by  ourselves  down  stairs. 

Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Pickard? 

No  :  I  do  not. 

Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Marson  ? 

Not  that  I  recollect. 

Did  not  two  or  three  people  help  your  hus¬ 
band  down  stairs  ? 

No  :  they  did  not. 

Was  not  your  husband  drunk  ? 

No :  they  wanted  to  make  him  drunk,  'Phey 
brought  him  several  sorts  of  liquor,  and  gave  it 
him  ;  and  I  took  it  out  of  his  hand  and  said — 
do  not  think  you  are  going  to  make  my  hus¬ 
band  ca  beast  his  way,  for  he  shall  not  drink  it 
— t  tvillthrow  it  upon  the  floor  ; — aadi  would 
notlet  him  have  iu 
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He  had  not  drank  any  thing  while  he  was 
there  ? 

V  es,  but  he  did  not  dorink  above  once  or  so. 
Nor  eat  any  thing  ? 

Yes,  he  did. 

What  meat? 

I  think  it  was  veal : — there  was  some  meat 
upon  the  table  I  know. 

In  what  room  ? 

on  the  right  hand  side  up  stairs, 
Jhd  you  find  him  up  stairs  when  you  first 
came  into  the  inn  ? 

No  ;  1  found  him  in  the  room  down  stairs. 
He  was  sitting  there  was  he  ^ 

No,  he  stood  up, 

\qu  had  a  great  objection  to  your  husband' 
receiving  any  money  at  all? 

I  had  indeed. 

Tlien  he  did  not  receive  any  money  at  all 
at  Coventry  ? 

Only  that  ten  guineas. 

That  you  are  sure  of  ? 

Yes.  ^ 

You  have  asked  him  often  whether  he  re- 
•  ceived  any  more  money? 

No.  '  " 

If  any  body  should  say  he  has  received 
any  money  from  Mr.  Lilly,  that  is  not  true  ? 

1  don't  know  that  he  ever  did,  if  he  did  it 
IS  unknown  to  me. 

He  was  pretty  flush  of  money  when  he  came 
to  London,  was  not  he  ? 

borrowed  some  money  of  his 
master  to  .come  with. 

Whed  he  borrowed  from  his  master  to  come 
w  itl  borrowed  enough  to  go  away 

1  don't  know  that  he  did. 


146  ELIZ.  SWAlN^S  EXAMIKATION. 


Did  you  go  back  with  him  ? 

0S. 

Who  did  he  borrow  the  money  of  to  go 


away  with  ? 

I  don’t  know. 

He  did  not  tell  you  ? 

"No.  , 

He  did  not  tell  you  he  had  any  money  from 

Mr.  Bird’s  house  ? 

No. 

Did  you  go  with  him  to  the  poll  booth  f 
Yes. 

Who  went  with  him  to  the  poll  booth  be¬ 
sides  ' 

My  brother. 

Did  Mr.  Charles  Lilly  go  with  him  to  the 
poll. 

Not  that  I  recollect. 

Did  he  come  back  with  him  from  the  poll 
booth  f 

I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

You  went  back  with  him  from  the  poll 

booth  ? 

I  am  not  sure  whether  I  did  or  not. 

What  became  of  you  then  if  you  did  not  ? 

I  cannot  recollect  whether  I  did  or  not. 
Perhaps  you  can  recollect  going  to  Mr. 
Bird’s  house  with  him  ? 

No^  I  am  sure  I  cannot. 

Then  perhaps  he  did  not  go  from  Mr. 
Bird’s  house  to  the  poll  booth  ? 

I  cannot  tell  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Where  did  he  get  any  money  from  at  Co¬ 
ventry  ? 

I  don’t  know  of  any  but  that  he  received 
from  Mr.  Carter,  and  that  he  returned. 

You  never  had  any  conversation  with  him 
where  he  got  any  money  to  take  him  back? 
No;  I  never  asked  hjm. 
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How  did  you  go-biick  ? 

We  went  back  by  the  coach. 

^  And  you  never  learnt  from  him  where  he 
got  his  money  to  go  back  with  ? 

No. 

You  cannot  recollhct  who  went  back  with 


him  from  the  poll-booth  ? 

No:  I  cannot. 

You  recollect  who  went  with  him  ? 

Yes  :  my  brother  went  with  him. 

Where  did  he  go  from  when  he  went  to  the 
poll-booth  ? 

"From  a  public-house,  I  'don^t  know  it,  in 
Bro^adgate. 

Kept  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Twiss,^is  it 
not  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

Did  not  Mr.  Lilly  go  with  him  from'there  ? 

No  :  I  do  not  think  he  did.  To  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  he  did  not.  I  do  not  recollect 
seeing  Mr.  Lilly,  1  am  sure. 

How  long  did  you  stay  at  the  White  Bear? 

I  suppose  we  might  stay  there  nearly  tvYO 
hours.  , 

What  tinie  did  your  husband  come  in  ? 

About  seven  o’clock. 

And  you  found  him  there  ? 

Yes.  . 


Did  you  see  who  came  with  him  from  Lei¬ 
cester  ? 

■  There  was  Mr.  Palmer  came  with  him  from 

Leicester,  one  Uobert  Palmer -  . 

Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Wat¬ 
kins  of  Coventry  ? 

No  :  1  cannot  say  that  I  do. 

He  is  a  horse  dealer  ? 


1  cannot  say  that  1  know  him. 
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I 

^  How  long  did  Mr.  Carter  stay  with  3'OiHr' 
husband  in  all  ? 

He  was  with  him  almost  all  the  time  that  we 
were  there. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  3^our  husband  has  never 
told  3^011  whether  he  got  any  money  at  Co¬ 
ventry  or  not  I 
No  ;  he  did  note 

H  as  he  never  told  you  from  that  day  to 
this  f 

No.  '  ' 

Do  you  mean,  to  swear  that  positively'  f 
He  never  has  tedd  me  that  he  has  received 
any  money,  ^ 

Has  he  told  you  that  be  was  promised  any  ? 
No  further  than  what  Mr.  Carter  promised- 
liim  :  he  told  me  nothing  further  than  that. 
’’What  became  of  your  husband  after  he  had 
given  his  vote  f 

He  went  into  Gosford  Street  to  my  brother’s; 

I  can’t  say  whether  it  was  immediately  after  he 
had  polled ;  but  I  know  it  was  the  same  day. 

Where  did  he  go  immediately  after  he  had 
given  his  vote  ? 

I  cannot  tell  where  he  went  to. 

Did  not  you  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Bird’s 
house  ? 

I  went  up  to  the  door. 

How  soon  after  he  had  given  his  vote  did' 
yon  go  up  to  Mr.  Bird’s  door? 

It  was  before  he  gave  his  vote — the  blue 
mot  was  all  there. 

'What  do  you  mean  hy  the  blue  mob  ? 

The  people  that  was  of  the  liigli  party'. 

\\'"hat  colours  were  they  ? 

1  don’t  recollect  that  1  saw  any  colours. 

I  mean  fla^s  ?' 

No;  no  Hags  at  all.  ^ 
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How  long  were  you  at  Coventry  during  tho 
election  ? 


1  went  on  the  Tuesday,  and  was  there  till 
the  Tuesday  following. 

That  you  are  sure  of  ? 

No  ;  1  am  not  positively  sure — I  think  it  was 
th  at  time. 

And  you  went  away  from  Coventry  with 
your  husband  ? 

Yes ;  I  did. 

You  went  to  Mr.  Bird’s  door;  who  went  in  ? 
,  I  don’t  know  who  went  in — I  did  not  see 
any  body  go  in. 

Upon  your  oath,  did  not  your  husband  go  in  ? 

No  ;  he  did  not  go  in. 

Then  he  never  was  in  Mr.  Bird’s  house  that 
you  know  of? 

No  ;  [  don’t  know.  I  cannot  recollect  whe¬ 
ther  he  did  or  not. 

,Did  you  not  go  with  him  when  he  went  in  ? 

He  never  did  go  in  that  I  recollect. 

What  did  you  go  up  to  the  door  for  ? 

He  was  waiting  Ibr  Mr.  Bird  to  go  out,  to 
follow  him  up  to  the  booth  to  vote. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  Bird  and  your  husband 
talk  together  in  going  to  the  booth  ? 

No ;  I  did  not.  ^ 

Did  he  not  talk  with  him  going  to  the  booth? 

Not  that  I  recollect. 

If  I  tell  you  part  of  the  conversation,  you 
will  recollect  it,  perhaps — did  you  and  your 
husband  go  arm  in  aim  together  ? 

^  I  don’t  know.  1  know  we  went  together 
from  Mr.  Bird’s  door. 

Did  you  go  close  to  him  or  not  ? 

No  ;  1  don’t  think  I  did. 

What  separated  you — did  you  go  with  any 
body  else  ? 

p  3 
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I  think  I  went  away  from  Mr.  Bird’s  door 
with  Mr.  Jones. 

■‘"'You  left  your  husband  ? 

He  went  away  hrst. 

Then  he  has  never  told  you  any  thing  that 
passed  at  Coventry  between  him  and  Mr* 
Bird  ? 

No. 

I  thought  I  understood  you  went  with  yout 
husband  to  the  poll-booth  ? 

I  did  from  this  public-house  in  Broadgate. 

Is  Mr.  Bird’s  house  in  your  way  from  Broad* 
gate  to  the  poll-booth  ? 

No ;  they  went  to  Mr.  Bird’s  house  first, 

,  and  then  they  went  into  this  public-house  to 
get  something  to  drink. 

V/ho  went  with  you,  then^  to  the  poll-booth? 

Only  my  brother  and  me. 
c  In  your  way,  what  conversation  had  your 
husband  with  Mr.  Bird  as  you  went  away. 

I  dqn’t  recollect  any. 

How  near  was  you  to  your  husband  ? 

I  don’t  know  justly — he  might  be  about  three 
yards  from  me. 

Hid  not  your  husband,,  as  he  was  going  to 
the  poll-booth,  or  at  the  poll-booth,  ask  Mr. 
Bird  what  he  would  give  him  ? 

He  did  not  in  my  hearing. 

If  he  had  asked  him  while  he  was  with  yoi\j 
you  must  have  heard  him  ? 

I  did  not  hear  any.  thing  of  that  pass. 

flight  he  have  said  that  to  Mr.  Bird  wltb- 
'  out  your  hearing  f 

He  might ;  but  not  in  my  hearing. 

You  are  sure  nobody  went  down  with  him^ 
or  assisted  youj  husband  at  all  ^ 

No. 
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■'  t 

NoWj  I  ask  you  because  I  tell  you  there 
will  be  some  people  examined  to  it  besides- 
yourself. — Was  not  your  husband  removed  out 
ot  the  room  for  being  very  drunk  and  very 
noisy  ? 

He  was  not^,  indeed. 

That  you  swear  positively  ? 

I  will  swear  it. 

You  say  some  persons  offered  him  liquor, 
while  he  was  at  the  White  Beari^ 

Yes. 

1^0  you  know  who  those  persons  were  ? 

No  ;  1  do  notj  indeed.  1  took  it  out  of  hia 
hand,  and  would  not  let  him  drink  it. 

You  say,  when  you  got  up  stairs  into  the 
room,  Mr.  Carter  called  your  husband  out  of 
the  room  to  the  landing  place  ? 

Yes. 

You  was  present  with  him  there  ^ 

Yes. 

Then  they  went  into  the  room  together  awav 
from  you  ? 

Yes. 

Then  did  you  get  into  that  room,  or  did 
they  come  back  to  you  ? 

I  got  into  the  room. 

And,  then,  when  you  got  into  that  room,  the 
conversation  passed  that  you  have  told  us,  and 
^he  gave  the  money  back— from  that  time,  till 
'  he  left  the  White  Bear  that  evening,  was  you 
with  him  f 

I  never  left  him. 

You  are  sure  of  that? 

Yes. 

^  Then,  after  your  husband  told  you  he  had 
received  ten  guineas  from  Mr.  Carter,  he  and 
your  husband  were  together  in  private  ? 
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Mr.  Carter  took  him  away  from  me  to  give 
him  the  money.  • 

And  ai’ter  that  time  they  were  never  together 
in  private  ? 

Yes.  He  said  there  is  something  else  I- 
Vt  ish  to  ask  you  that  1  don't  wish  my  wife  to 
hear. 

When  your  husband  told  you  he  had  gob 
ten  guineas  you  made  him  give  them  back  ? 

Yes. 

Was  it  after  you  had  made  him  give  them 
back,  that  he  said  he  had  something  more  to 
say  in  private. 

It  was  before;  he  said  I  have  another  favor 
to  ask  that  1  don’t  wish  my  wife  to  hear. 

That  was  before  you  knew  he  had  got  the 
ten  guineas  ? 

Yes. 

Tiien  they  went  into  another  room  ? 

Yes  ;  and  then  wlien  they  came  into  this 
room  again  my  husband  told  me  Mr.  Carter 
had  given  him  ten  guineas,  and  I  told  him  he 
should  not  have  it. 

^  Y(»u  have  said  your  husband  borrowed  of  his 
master  a  sum  of  money  to  bring  him  from 
Leicester  to  Coventry  ? 

I  don’t  know,  for  I  was  not  there,  I  came 
away  the  Tuesday,  and  he  came  the  Thursday 
following. 

*  Your  husband  came  into  Coventry  on  the 
Thursday  ^ 

Yes. 

Did  he  vote  the  next  morning. 

Yes  ;  Friday. 

>  What  day  did 
to  Leicester? 

On  the  Tuesday  following. 


he  leave  Coventry  to  go  back 
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'You  saw  him  vote. 

Yes,  4 

Did  you  go  away  from  the  booth  with  him? 

I  cannot  recollect. 

Mr,.  Carter  took  your  husband  out  of  the 
room  at  the  White  Bearj  on  to  the  landing^ 
place  ? 

Y  es-. 

How  long  might  they  stop  upon  the  landing: 
place. 

About  ten  minutes. 

You  were  not  pi'esent?  t 

Yes^  1  was  present  upon  the  landing  of  the 
stairs. 

Was  there  any  conversation  upon  the 
landing  ot  the  stairs^  between  your  husband 
and  Mr.  Carter  respecting  the  ten  guineas. 

There  w^as. 

Mention  what  that  conversation  was  ? 

Mr.  Carter  called  him  out  of  the  room,  and 
asked  him  how  many  were  come,  and  he  said 
four  :  he  asked  him  how  many  there  were  in 
the  whole,  and  he  said  thirteen  ;  he  asked  him 
ii  he  thought  he  could  bring  any,  and  he  said 
yes  he  thought  he  could  bring  four  :  he  asked 
him  if  he  meant  to  serve  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr. 
Jeffery's,  he  said  yes  ;  but  he  would  not  serve 
them  without  ten  guineas. 

When  he  said  he  would  not  serve  them 
without  ten  guineas,  did  you  make  any  answer 
or  say  your  husband  siiould  not  have  ten 
guineas. 

No,  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  any  tliinfy 
then. 

Why  did  not  you  object  at  the  time. 

I  do  not  know;  I  d'id  not  think  Mr.  Carter 
would  have  given  it  him,  because  Mr.  Carter 
said  he  would  not  make  him  any  promise  at  all. 
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and  I  did  not  think  he  would  have  given  it 
him. 

'  After  this  Mr.  Carter  took  him  into  the^ 
landing  place^  did  you  and  your  husband  go 
back  to  the  upper  room  I 

No. 

Mr.  Carter  took  your  husband  into  another* 
room  ? 

Yes. 

How  long  did  he  keep  him  in  that  room  be¬ 
fore  you  went  into  the  room  ? 

I  suppose  half  an  hour. 

M^here  was  you,  upon  the  landing  place  the 
whole  of  that  half  hour? 

Yes. 

1  suppose  it  was  in  consecpienee  of  your 
husband’s  staying  so  long  that  you  tried  to  force 
,  your  wav? 

Yes;  1  said  I  had  a  right  to  know  the  bottom 
of  things  as  well  as  him. 

If  you  had  been  present  when  Mr.  Carter 
gave  the  ten  guineas  you  would  not  have  let 
him  take  it  ? 

No. 

Had  you  any  particular  reason  for  following 
your  husband  to  the  Bear,  except  a  natural  de¬ 
sire  of  seeing  your  husband? 

1  wanted  to  take  him  to  his  mother’s,  for  I 
did  not  want  him  to  go  there. 

M^as  you  surprized  to  see  him  go  to  the 
house  of  IVlr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys. 

Yes;  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  see  him 
come  on  that  side,  1  did  not  know  they  were  go¬ 
ing  to  drive  him  to  the  White  Bear  till  1  saw 
the  chaise  go  there. 

You  was  surprised  at  your  husband  going  to 
the  White  Bear  ? 
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Yes;  I  did  not  expect  him  to  go.there. 

M^hy  did  ^  ^"ou  not  expect  him  to  go  there  ? 

Because  I  did  not  think  he  would  hav^e  come 
■for  that  party. 

What  reason  had  you  to  think  your  husband 
would  go  on  the  opposite  side. 

I'  never  had  any  body  belonging  to  me,  or 
•he  either,  but  what  had  voted  for  the  high 
party. 

Did  your  husband  tell  you  who  he  meant  to 
vote  for  before  you  left  Leicester  f 

No. 

i  hen  how  came  you  to  be  surprised 'at  his 
going  to  vote  for  either  party ' 

[  did  not  know  which  side^  he  would  vote  on, 
I  did  not  expect  he  would  vote  on  that  side,  I 
onust  own. 

Before  you  went  up  to  the  poll,  you  w^ent  to 
a  public  house  in  Bro.ad-'Gate,  was  that  before 
or  after  you  went  to  the  door  of  Mr.  Bird’s 
vhouse. 

'Jt  was  .after. 

Did  you  go  from  .the  public-house  at  Broad- 
gate  immediately  to  the  poU  ? 

Yes. 

Ihen  how  could  3mu,  having  gone  from  the 
public-house  immediateJy,  accompany  Mr. 
ff  e  i  ^1,*? 

That  was  before  Mr.  Beid  came,  only  as 
far  as  that  public-house — he  went  on  to  the 
booth,  and  then  they  went  into  the  public- 
house.  ' 

.  1 
Roger  Hill,  called  in  and  sic'orii. 

Where  do  you  live  f  ^  d 

In  Palmer  Lane,  Cave.ntr3^ 

l^^hat  business  are  you  ?  * 
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A  whitesmltb. 

Who  is  the  landlord  of  your  house  ? 

I  have  removed  from  that  house  now. 

Who  was  the  landlord  of  the  house  you 
lived  in,  in. July  hist,  at  the  time  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

In  Palmer  Lane. 

ll^ve  you  ever  lived  in  a  house  of  Mr.  Carr 
ter’s  ? 

Yes  :  it  may 'be  four  years  ago. 

Is  it  four  years  since  yo-u  left  ? 

Yes;  T  think  it  is. 

Had  3UJU  paid  the  rent,  or  was  you  in  debt 
to  your  landlord  ? 

I  cannot  tell  justly  liow  much — I  should 
think  eight  or  nine  pounds. 

Had  you  anv  cotiversatio'n  with  Mr.  Carter 
about  the  election  of  Coventry  ? 

I  was  sent  for  to  Mr.  Carter's  brother,  who 
keeps  a  mill — he  is  a  miller. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Carter,  the  attorney,  there? 

hio  :  Mr.  Carter’s  brother  called  me  out. 

liad  3  ou  an}'^  communication  with  the  other 
M r.  Carter,  the  attorney. 

Yes. 

Tell  us  what  passed  between  Mr.  Carter,  the 
attorney,  and  you  ? 

I -was  sent  for  to  the  goal,  and  Mr.  Carter 
came  into  the  kitchen  to  me. 

Was  any  body  else  thei>e  ? 

There  might  be  people  about,  but  not  with 
him  and  me. 

When  was  it  ? 

About  the  Tuesday  that  the  poll  ended  on 
the  Saturda3\ 

During  the  poll  ^ 

Yed. 
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On  that  Tuesday  you  went  to  the  gaol  ? 

Yes.  I  was  in  the  kitchen^  and  Mr.  Carter  - 
^aid  some  threatening  words  ;  what  they  were, 

I  could  not  justly  tell.  I  told  him  I  had  seen 
his  brother;  and  he  said,  why  don’fyougo' 
and  poll. — I  told  him  I  should,  but  did  not 
think  I  should  that  day.  '  ■  • 

This  was  after  you  had  been  at  the  .miller’s  ? 

Yes  :  he  went  away  from  me,  and  I  never 
saw  him  after.  -  ^ 

Had  you  no  other  conversation  with  Mr. 
Carter?  ; 

No ;  I  had  not. 

Did  you  tell  him  what  had  passed  between 
you  and  his  brother  ?  .  • ' 

No.  .  ■  f. 

Were  there' no  other  words  but  those  you 
have  stated  ? 

No,  no  other  words.  •  ' 

What  do  you  mean  by  threatening  Words  ?  ' 

He  came  out  and  seemed  to  be  very  ans^ry 
with  me  because  I  was  along  with  the  opposite 
party. 

He  said  nothing  to  you  about  it  ? 

No. 

What  were  the  threatening  words  ? 

He  said,  should  you  wish  to  be  placed 
here,”  or  something  to  that  purpose. 

Placed  where  ? 

I  was  in  the  gaol  at  the  time. 

What  do  you  understand  by  that  ? 

To  be  put  in  gaol  for  what  money  I  owed 
him  ? 

What  words  he  used  cannot  tell  ?  '  ? 

No.  •  ‘  - 

When  Mr.  Carter  took  you  aside,  '  what 
y'ere  the  first  words  he  used  ? 

1  went  into  the  kitchen,  Mr^  Carter  came  to 

Q 
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the  kitchen  and  asked  me,  what.  I  meant  hy 
going  on  so  5  and  he  said,  should  you  wish 
to  he  placed  there. ;  I  told  him  I  bad  seen  his 
brother;  and  then  hesaid^  why  don't  you  §0. 
and  poll. 

Who  did  you  vote  for? 

Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 

Thomas  Mason^  called  in  and  sworn. 

Bo  you  live  at  Coventry  ? 

I  do. 

You  was  present,  I  believe,  the  whole  time 
of  the  election  ? 

During  the  whole  of  the  poll  ;  I  believe,  I 
was  not  absent  many  minutes,  any  one  day. 

Bid  you  while  you  attended  the  poll  so 
constantly,  see  Mr.  Carter. 

I  sat  on  one  side  of  the  table  at  which  the 
votes  of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  were  taken, 
aad^  Mr.  Carter  on  tjie  other  side,  receiving 
the  votes  in  the  same  way  for  Mr.  Barlow  and 
Mr.  lelferys  ;  and  that  during  the  whole  of  the 
poll  except  one  day  that  be  was  absent. 

You  was  the  cigent  for  Bird  and  Moore? 

I  was. 

The  same, duty  that  you  performed  for  those 
gentlemen,  Cmter  appeared  to  perform  for  his 
clients  ? 

Exactly  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief,  indeed,  in  most  of  the  objections  that 
I  took  to  the  admissibility  of  votes,  Mr.  Cey  ter 
•  answered  me,  or  at  least  in  as  many  instances 
as  any 'Other  gentleman:  there  were  two 
other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Crump  and  Mr.  Twist, 
hut  Mr.  Carter  certainly  took  as  active  a  part 
as  either  of. them. 

Mr.  Carter  enjoyed  some  office  previous  to 
the  poll? 
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Mr,  Carter  held  the  office  of  under  sheriff 
iQT  ten  or  twelve  years^  ever  since,  I  haye 
known  Coventry.  '  . 

How  long  did  he  continue  to  exercise  thjat 
omcer  - 


To  my  knowledge  withiii  a  few  days  of  the 

poll  beginning.  X  challenged  him.  when  fie. 

came  np  to  polh  and  he  then  said  he  had  re- 

Higned  the  office  ;  he  is  also  now  under  l^eriff 
again. 

-At  this  time  ? 

At  this  time  he  acts  as  under  sheriff,  and  ! 

■  wL^  tfiis  time  he  has  the  appointment. 

When  he  was  challenged,  and  said  he  had: 
resigned  that  office,  did  he  give  any  reason,  for: 
nis  resignation?  ,  .  - 

I  did  hear  Mr.  Carter  say  during  the  elec¬ 
tion,  i  have  resigned  it,  and  shall  now  act  as. 
the  agent  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys. 

1  cannot  exactly  say  when,  but  I  perfectly  re- 
lumber  his  making  that  answer  to  me. 

the  poH  ^oubl  of  its  happening  during 


And  you  liave’no  doubt  he  did  so  act? 

1  nave  not  smallest  doubt,  every  persou 
in  the  city  ot  Coventry  could  testify  that. 

I>lo  you  remember  Mr.  Inge? 

I  know  him  very  well. 

elertfonf  ^ 

I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  say  that,  because 
Mr.  Inp  very  seldom  appeared  in  the  booth, 
he  migfit  pop  in  once  or  twice,  but  I  saw  very 
httle  of  him  during  the  election.— Mr.  Inge  is 
tile  town  clerk.  ® 

Is  there  any  connections  between  Mr.  Ino-e 
■.«nd  Mr.  Carter  that  you  know  of?  “ 
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They  are  in  partnership,  and  have  been  for 
several  years ;  at  least,  so  it  appears  in  the  pro¬ 
fession,  they  pass  as  partners.  * 

Do  yon  remember  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Sinclair  appearing  there 

I  did  not  know  him  by  the  name  of  Sinclair 
at" that  time,  I  understand  him  to  be  captain 
Barlow’s  brother. 

Do  you  remember  a  gentleman  whose  name 
you  afterwards  understood  to  be  Sinclair  ^ 

-  Yes.  , 

•"Was  that  gentleman  with  captain  Barlow 
That  gentleman  was  most  days,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  always  attended  Captain  Barlow  in  the 
booth  ;  he  was  very  much  there  during  the 
whole  election. 

Did  you  see  any  particular  exertions  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Sinclair  ? 

•  The  voters  came  up  to  poll  in  a  lane,  two 
for  Mr.  Bird,  and  two  for  Mr.  Jefferys  arid 
Barlow.  When  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore 
were  absent,  I  myself  thanked  them  in  their 
names,  and  I  frequently  saw  persons  come  up 
and  poll  for  Mr.  Barlow.  Mr.  Sinclair  thank¬ 
ed  them  in  his  name  when  he  was  absent,  as 
Mr.  Knowly’s  did  those  who  voted  for  Mr. 
Jeflerys  ;  I  understood  that  be  passed  for  his 
brother  from  a  particular  circumstance  which 
happened  the  very  first  day  of  the  poll,  when 
they  were  settling  how  they  .should  poll;  the 
people  were  calling  to  me  to  turn  that  man 
out  of  the  booth;  Mr.  Barlow’s  brother,  and  I 
went  to  them  and  quieted  them. 

Do  you  remember  a  person  of  the  name  of 
'Crum  being  there? 

Yes. 

He  was  in  the  same  situation  as  Mr..^Carter 
in  the  booth;  acting  exactly  in  the  same  way  ; 
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Mr.  Iwist,  Mr.  Carter_,  and  Mr.  Cramp,  at¬ 
tended  from  time  to  time,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  in  the  booth  for  Mr.  Baiiow 
and  Mr.  Jefferys,  as  1  did  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
Moore. 

Do  you  remember  Alderman  Williamson 
being  there? 

Alderman  Williamson  was  at  the  bottom  of 
the  lane  in  which  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  JelfcT 
rys’s  votes  came  up,  where  they  came  in.  .  He 
stood  the  greater  part  oi‘  the  time  as  a  bar  to 
prevent  any  body  else  coming  up,  1  think  he 
did  during  the  hrst  three  days,  and  I  believe 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  poll. 

That  must  have  been  a  troublesome  task? 

A  very  laborious  task,  because  there  was 
frequently  a  great  pressure  ;  indeed  there  was 
an  application  made  to  have  him  removed,  be¬ 
cause  It  was  conceived  to  produce  an  undue 
influence,  and  Mr.  Burton  Morris  the  as¬ 
sessor  said,  if  Mr.  Williamson  condescended 
to  take  upon  himself  the  office  of  a  blackguard 
he  could  not  help  it.  ° 

Besides  this  particular  duty,  was  Alderman 
Williamson  particularly  active? 

It  is  impossible  to  say  how  Mr,  Williamson 
was  employed  aitei  wards,  because  we  removed 
from  the  booth  at  six  o’clock,  from  whence 
we  went  to  dinner,  and  at  seven  it  was  dark. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  more  with  res¬ 
pect  to  Mr.  Sinclair? 

JNothing  more  than  I  have  related. 

Do  you  remember  any  other  persons,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  corporation,  who  appeared  in  any 
active  situation  during  the  election? 

1  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  particularize 
acts  rfiat  they  d>d  iiKlividually,  but  every 
meinbej  of  the  corporation  more  or  less,  ac 
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least  all  the  leading  men,  were  doing  all  thej= 
could  to  promote  the  election  ot  Mr.  Barlo\V 
and  jSlr.  Jeffery s  ;  I  cannot  particularize  any^ 
acts,  because  I  was  in  the  booth,  but  there 
never  was  an  idea  to  the  contrary  started  in 
Coventry. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  respecting  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  donations  of  four  pounds. 

I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  say.  I  have 
been  in  Coventry,  but  ten  or  a  dozen  years, 
and  cannot  speak  to  tlie  distribution,  but  I 
was  once  present  when  it  was  distributed,  and 
I  have  searched  the  books  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  and  I  find  they  have 
been  distributed  for  three  and  thirty  years  in 
the  months  of  May  or  June  :  I  understand^ 
but  I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge^ 
it  is  always  in  Trinity  week. 

Do  you  know  from  any  of  those  persons 
who  are  in  the  corporation,  and  who  you  say 
were  so  active,  any  reason  for  its  being  later 
this  year  than  usual? 

Certainly  I  do  not;  I  believe  I  am  the  last 
person  they  would  have  entrusted  with  the  rea¬ 
son. 

Mr,  Mills,  You  are  the  gentleman  who 
swear  to  your  hearing  those  words  used  by  Mr. 
Burton  Morris? 

1  swear  tliat  wa^  the  answer,  to  the  best  of 
my  belief,  judgment,  and  recollection;  tho 
very  v\otds  used  by  Mr.  Morris,  upon  a  com¬ 
plaint  being  made  to  him  of  Alderman  Wil¬ 
liamson,  standing  at  the  bar, 

Tlie  question  is.  Whether  you  heard  it 
I  did. 

In  the  way  in  which  you  addressed  yourself 
to  me  to  enable  yourself  to  hear  me,  my  ques¬ 
tion  Is,  Whether  you  will  venture  to  swear 
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you 'heard  Mr.  Morris  say  what  is  put  dowu 
upon  the  111  I  nates  ? 

'  I  swear  J  heard  Mr.  Morris  say,  if  Mr. 
M^illiamson  would  take  upon  himself  the  office 
of  a  blackguard.” — I  believe  these  worils  :  if 
he  will  condescend  to  take  upon  himself  the 
office  of  a  blackguard,  I  cannot  prevent  him,” 
and  in  coiisequence  of  that  he  lemaiiied  there 
the  greater  part  of  the  time. 

1  lien  you  moan  to  swear  to  the  best  of  your 
Recollection,  these  were  words  used  by  Air. 
JIurton  Morris 

I  do. 

1  hough  you  have  not  been  long  in  Coventry, 
you  certainly  was  a  most  zealous  friend  of  Mr. 
Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 

Most  undoubtedly  [  did  espouse  their  cause 
most  warmly. 

You  canvassed  with  them  ? 

I  canvassed  with  them. 

And  I  believe  you  talked  to  several  people 
of  tlie  best  means  of  securing  their  success.  ? 

As  it  fell  in  my  way  :  I  gave  every  advice 
that  was  asked  of  me. 

Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Barton, 
who  keeps  the  Salutation.^ 

I  know  him  very  well.  ^ 

Dp  you  happen  to  remember  when  the  hiob 
of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  were  pretty  active 
to  keep  the  town  to  themselves,  your  saying 
you  would  lay  Barton  a  bett,  thatMh-.  Jefferys 
never  came  so  far  into  the  town  as  that  house, 
the  Salutation  ? 

I  have  not  the  smallest  recollection  of  having 
said  it.  I  may  have  used  words  of  that  sort  in 
a  jocose  way. 

Did  you  or  not  offer  a  bett  that  Mr.  Jefferys 
would  not  come  so  far  into  the  town  as  the  Sa¬ 
lutation  Tavern  .? 
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To  tlie  best  of  my  belief  1  never  did. 

Then  you  swear  to  the  best  of  your  belief 
you  never  offered  that  bett  i 

I  do  eertainly. 

You  know  nothing  then  of  any  attempt  made 
by  an  amazing  mob  to  meet  Mr.  Jefferys,  and 
to  prevent  his  coming  into  the  town 

1  have  been  told  that  1  headed  that  mob. 

I  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  know,  having 
been  so  active  a  partisan  during  the  election  of 
^  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore,  that  a  large  mob  as¬ 
sembled  and  went  to  the  end  of  the  town  of 
Coventry  to  prevent  Mr.  Jefferys  coming  into 
the  town  ^ 

I  can  only  answer  that  by  giving  the  reasons 
of  my  knowing  it. 

Bo  you  know  it  ^ 

I  do  not  of  my  own  knowledge,  I  never  saw 
any  thing  of  it,  and  therefore  1  cannot  know 
it.  ’ 

I  beg  your  pardon,  you  may  know  it  from 
Mr.  Bird. — Did  you  hear  from  any  of  Mr. 
Moore’s  party,  or  Mr.  Bird’s  party,  that  any 
such  thing  took  place  ^ 

1  have  heard  from  friends  of  Mr.  .Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore,  that  when  Mr.  Jefferys  came  in, 
he  was  attended  by  a  body  of  men  ;  and  that 
a  body  of  our  friends  went  to  meet  them. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  the  fact,  that  w'hen 
Mr.  Jefferys  came  in  in  a  chaise,  the  house  to 
which  he  went  v/as  surrounded  immediately  by 
a  large  mob 

Tliere  were  a  great  number  of  people  in  the 
street  eertainly  w'hen  he  came  in,  and  at  the 
Pving’s  Head,  but  i  did  not  see  any  mob. 

\V  as  there  not  a  large  mob  surrounding  the 
house  of  Mr.  Jefferys  ^ 

Ihere  wms  not  a  large  mob>  there  w’ere  a 
great  number  of  people. 
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What  is  the  description  of  a  large  mob  at 
Coventry  ? 

Four  or  five  hundred  I  suppose. 

I  have  heard  that  two  hundred  against  one  is 
not  considered  as  a  mob  at  Coventry.? 

That  is  a  matter  of  speculation. 

Do  you  believe  there  was  a  mob  resisting, 
and  waiting  to  resist,  the  entry  of  iM  r.  Jeffervs 
into  the  town  .? 

t  believe  not ;  upon  it  being  reported  to  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore,  that  Mr. 
Jefferys  was  coming  with  a  large  mob,  there 
were  an  equal  or  larger  number  of  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  went  to  meet 
them,  but  1  did  not  see  them. 

Then  you  are  able  to  compare  two  quantities, 
not  having  seen  either,  and  that  was  from  in¬ 
formation  ? 

I  was  at  a  house  at  the  extremity  of  the 
town,  shut  up  with  Mr,  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore, 
because  we  would  take  no  part  in  it. 

You  took  no  part  in  it  because  vou  did  not 
think  it  right. 

I  did  not  think  it  right  certainly,  that  there 
should  be  a  riot;  we  were  canvassing  upon 
Grey  briar’s  Green,  another  extremity  of  the 
town  leading  to  Warwick ;  the  moment  w^e 
heard  the  two  parties  were  meeting,  and  that 
Mr.  Jefierys  was  coining,  Mr.  Bird,  Mr. 
Moore,  and  myself  went  into  the  house  of 
Charles  Harris,  and  there  remained  till  we  un¬ 
derstood  every  thing  of  the  sort  w'as  over,  pur¬ 
posely,  that  they  should  not  lay  it  to  our 
charge. 

'I'heii  you  only  retired  from  extreme  cau¬ 
tion  .? 

The  mob  that  you  talk  of  did  not  go  from  us, 
or  were  at  all  with  us  ;  there  was  Mr,  Bird,  mv- 
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self,,  . Mr  Moore,  and  several  other  persons 
canvassing;  upon  hearing  of  this  we  immedi¬ 
ately  stopped  Our  canvass. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  you  thought  it  right  to  go 
away  from  it  ? 

I  certainly  thouglit  it  right  to  keep  away 
from  any  disputes  of  the  sort. 

You  was  not  present  when  the  mob  broke 
into  the  house  of  Mr.  Jefferys,  and  he  escaped 
>.  ;th  difficulty  with  his  life  ? 

I  w'as  not. 

Do  you  know  of  such  a  transaction,  breaking 
the  window's,  doors,  and  furniture  of  the  man 
who  keeps  the  White  bear  i 

4-t  what  time. 

The  first  day  he  came  in  ? 

No;  1  do 'not.  I  saw  a  riot  another  time 
during  the  poll,  but  I  cannot  particularize  the 
day. 

You  were  very  zealous  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
Moore 

Yes. 

Upon  honest  principles,  you  approved  them 
as  members  ? 

I  did  ;  Mr.  Bird  was  a  very  old  and  particu¬ 
lar  friend  of  mine. 

The  zeal  you  shewed  was  equal  to  that  of 
Alderman  Williamson  f 

I  certainly  was  very  zealous. 

Do  vou  not  know  that  there  w'as  a  detcnni- 
nation  against  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  being 
returned  by  a  large  and  powerful  body  in  the 
city  of  Coventry  ? 

1  know,  at  least  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
there  w^as  a.  creat  number  of  people  in  Coven¬ 
try  who  would  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
prevent  their  being  returned. 
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Were  not  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  very  un¬ 
popular  to  a*  great  many  ? 

Yes. 

Mr.  Moore  was  a  complete  stranger  ^  - 

He  was  a  complete  stranger  till  about  Easter 
Monday  last. 

Then  the  result,  of  their  success  would  have 
been,  that  Mr.  Bird  would  have  succeeded  in 
bringing  a  stranger  to  the  city  of  Coventry  ? 

I  ask  you  if  Mr.  Bird  had  succeeded  to  the 
utmost  of  his  wishes,  whether  he  was  not 
bringing  a  stranger  into  the  city  of  Coventry 
with  him  ? 

He  certainly  did  bring  Mr.  Moore  down, 
and  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote 
his  election. 

It  was  Mr.  Bird’s  interest  that  Mr.  Moore 
stood  upon  ? 

It  was  the  interest  that  supported  Mr.  Bird 
that  supported  Mr.  Moore.  Mr.  Bird  was  cer¬ 
tainly  the  first  person  who  introduced  Mr. 
Moore  to  Coventry. 

Then  in  that  state  of  circumstances,  Mr. 
Bird’s  unpopularity,  and  Mr.  Moore  being  a 
stranger,  does  not  appear  to  you  any  cause 
ydiy  they  should  be  opposed  in  your  judgment  ? 

I  do  not  admit  that  he  was  unpopular? There 
was  as  large  a  party  to  support  Mr.  Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore,  as  there  was  against  them.  ' 

In  this  the  corporation  and  other  principal 
people,  who  have  been  named  before,  all  con¬ 
curred  ? 

I  believe  they  did. 

And  persons  who  had  no  votes  themselves 
persons  of  respectability  in  Coventry  f  ^ 

Y  es. 
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And  many  ako  who  had  no  votes  were 
equally  zealous  ? 

I  need  not  ask  you,  if  there  is  not  always  at 
Coventry  the  utmost  zeal  displayed  on  both 
'sides  ? 

I  cannot  say,  I  never  was  there  before  at  a 
poll. 

Do  you  mean  to  say,  you  believe  those  on 
youT  side  acted  upon  honest  principles,  and 
that  those  who  acted  on  the  other  side,  acted 
upon  dishonest  principles  ? 

I  can  only  speak  for  myself ;  I  acted  upon 
honest  principles. 

Did  you  ever  attend  an  election  where  per¬ 
sons  were  employed  to  take  the  poll  ? 

I  never  attended  at  the  taking  of  any  poll  be¬ 
fore.  ,  . 

Then  you  do  not  know  how  nece^ry  it  is  to 
have  persons  to  attend  as  agents  in  a  poll  booths 
who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  election  other¬ 
wise  ? 

No  ;  I  do  not. 

You  were  a  member  of  the  council  last 
y^ear  ? 

And  am  still.  ^ 

-Do  you  belong  to  any  particular  Ward? 

I  live  in  Bishop  Street  Ward. 

Then  you  could  recommend  persons  to  those 
donations  ? 

I  believe  I  had  no  chance  upon  earth  of  re¬ 
commending  a  single  object. 

I  ask  you,  whether  being  a  member  of  the 
council  which  distribute  the  money,  you  have 
not  the  power  of  recommending  objects  that 
,are  fit  ones,  to  the  notice  of  the  council? 

I  should  certainly  have  had  the  power,  but 
J  am  not  applied  to  fbrk;  because  L  am  notm 
baliit^  of  intimacy  with  th^  corporation.  _ 
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Did  you  exercise  that  power  ? 

Never  in  my  life. 

You  know  that  the  money  was  not  distribut¬ 
ed  in  the  month  of  June  or  July  last? 

Not  that  I  know  of. 

Being  a  member  of  the  counsel  and  sum¬ 
moned  to  every  house,  would  you  not  have 
known  it  it  you  attended  your  duty,  that  it 
was  not  distributed  in  Tri  week. — Did  you 

not  know  in  fact,  that  no  four  pounds  was  dis¬ 
tributed  till  October? 

It  appears  so  by  their  books. 

.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  of  the  election, 
that  that  money  had  not  been  distributed  ; 

I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  nothing  of 
that  sort  had  been  done. 

Did  you  or  not  know  that  the  distribution 
had  not  been  made  ? 

Oi  ray  own  knowledge  I  cannot  say,  because 
I  did  not  attend  any  of  the  houses,  but  1  have 
no  doubt  about  it. 

Did  you  not  know  in  fact,  aye  or  no,  previ¬ 
ous  to  October,  in  'July  and  August,  that  the 
mone}"  had  not  been  distributed  ? 

1  have  no  doubt  upon  earth  that  in  July  and 
August  there  was  no  money  distributed. 

My  question  is  not  whether  in  fact  you  at¬ 
tended  the  council,  but  did  you  or  not  know 
that  the  money  was  distributed  in  July  and  Au¬ 
gust,  during  those  months  previous  to  October? 

Only  from  general  report. 

Did  you  not  believe  that  general  report  to  be 
true  f 

Certainly  T  did. 

Did  you  in  July,  or  in  August',  or  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  make  any  objection  to  the  delay  of  the 
,  distribution  ? 

.  I  neither  in  August,  'September  or  July,  I 
believe,  ever  attahded  any  of  the  houses. 
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If  you  had  thought  it  a  wrong  measu-re, 
might  you  not  have  attended  and  made  your 
oiyeetions  ?  f 

I  might  certainly ;  but  I  took  no  part^  in 
their  transactions.  < 

Do  you  know  of  any  committee  at  Bird's  at 
Coventry  ? 

1  am  not  aware  of  any  committee  but  that 
which  was  held  at  Mr.  Bird's  house  iu  Park 
Stieet. 

Do  you  know  of  any  London  Committee  ^ 

There  were  certainly  persons  in  London, 
but  where  it  was  held,  to  iny  own  knowledge  I 
do  not  know. — 1  believe  at  No.  1,  Wood 
Street,  where  I  believe  Mr.  Bird  lives. 

Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Jones  lives  ? 

Yes,  that  is  the  house  ;  it  is  the  house  of  re¬ 
sidence  of  Mr.  Jones,  but  Bird  and  Jones  is 
the  firm. 

•  Do  you  know  of  committees  sitting  there,— 
You  were  not  in  London  ? 

I  was  not  in  London. 

Then  vou  only  knew  from  correspondence  ? 

No.  *'  i 

Name  the  committee  at  Coventry :  James 
Harris,  was  he  one  of  the  committee  at  Co¬ 
ventry  i*  .  ' 

He  was. 

Charles  Eyre  ? 

Not  that  I  know  of. 

William  Eyre  ? 

I  think  he  was  there. 

Was  he  one  of  the  committee  men 

I  cannot  take  upon  mj^self  to  say  whether 
h(^  was  or  not. 

Charles  Adams. 

Mr.  A  (lams  gave  his  assistance  I  believe. 

Do  you  believe  Willi’ain  Eyre  gave  his  as¬ 
sistance'?^ 
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Yes. 

po  .you  believe  Charles  Eyre  did. 

I  believe  he  aid. 

Jolin  Davis  ? 

Not  that  I  know  of, 

Thomas  Hams  ? 

^ot  that  i  l\  lu vv  of. 

Bird*^  them  assist  at  the  house  of  Mr, 

I  eannot  say. 

Was  Charles  Lilly  upon  the  committed 
^  He  was  m  the  bootii  the  whole  time  with 

Bid  he  act  as  an  agent  to  Mr.  Bird.— Did  he 
act  as  you  did  ? 

did  dll' judgment,  f  believe  he 
d  the  utmost  in  his  power  to  promole  their 

success;  but  I  considered  myself  as  professionn 
ally  engaged.  ^ 

And  Mr.  Lilly  acting  as  you  did  without  a 
piofessional  engagement  s’ 

1  es. 

■  I  cannot  tel). 

Do  you  believe  those  were  all  the  persons 
who  were  committee-men  at  Mr.  Bird’s  house? 

I  don  t  recollect  — There  was  James  Soden 
Do  you  recollect  any  body  else 
1  really  cannot. 

voto-s  ?  <'‘"P’°yed  to  bring  you  out- 

fW*  my  knowledge;  I  w.is  the  whole  of 
he  tjme  viatlmut  exception  in  the  booth. — I  did 
not  see  him  bring  any  in. 

About  this  mob  :~On  the  day  you  desetibe 
you  Imard  there  was  a  mob  gone  out,  vou  wa! 
with  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore, .and  soipe,  other 
gentlemen  at  a  different  part  of  the  town  ? 
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Yes. 

Then  do  you  mean  that  all  that  you  told  my 
learned  friend  in  answer  to  his  questions;,  was 
what  you  heard  ? 

I  knew  and  saw'  nothing  myself. 

Who  was  the  Under-SheriiF during  the  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

A  person  of  the  name  of  John  Laing  exe¬ 
cuted  the  office. 

How  soon  after  the  election  did  Mr.  Garter 
resume  the  office  of  Under-Sheriff 

The  new'  Sheriffs  came  into  office  on  the  1st 
of  November. 

When  did  Mr.  Carter  resume  the  office  of 
Under-Sheriff.^ 

I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  say. 

How  is  the  Under-Sheriff  appointed  ? 

By  the  Sheriffs. 

Then  Mr.  Laing  after  the  election  was  well 
disposed  of,  might  have  resigned  ? 

He  might  liave  resigned,  1  cannot  say, 

William  Harris,  called  in  and  morn. 

Are  you  a  freeman  of  Coventry  ; 

Yes. 

Who  did  you  vote  for  the  last  election  I* 

Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Carter  the  attorney  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Ewffiank  ? 

Yes: 

Did  you  see  either  of  them  during  the  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

Yes  ;  they  came  to  my  house  on  the  2d  day 
of  the  poll,  and  Mr.  Watts  who  keeps  the  Red 
Jjion  Inn. 
j  What  passed  ? 

r  Mr.  Ewbank  sat  down,  and  I  said  it  is  no 
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«se  for  you  to  come  here,  you  have  come  here 
^or  us 'to -serve  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys’. 
oyt  It  i&  of  no  use.— Ml.  Ewbank  then  said  1 
was  getting  in  years,  and  I  might  have  J5ab- 
take,  that  the  corporation  gave. 

What  is  Bablake  ? 

It  IS  an  hospital  for  old  men  ;  he  said  it 
would  be  a  pretty  thing;  they  have  four  shiB 
lings  a  week  for  their  lives. 

VV  hut  else  passed  ? 

Mr.  M  atts  and  Mr.  Carter  talked  a  great 
(leal  against  Mr.  Bird.*'  ^ 

What  did  Mr.  Carter  say? 

He  said  Mr.  Bird  was  this  and  that,  and  the 
other,  very  disrespectful  words. 

Hid  he  say  any  thing  else? 

1  cannot  recollect;  tliey  said  so  mdcli  they 
were  near  an  hour  at  my  house,  talking  against 
ill.  Moore,  and  Mr.  Bird,  ,and  I  cannot  tell 
the  tenth  part  of  what  passed. 

But  you  are  sure  Mr.,  Ewbank  said  vou 
might  have  Bablake? 

^es;  and  Mr.  Carter:  said  mj  son  might 
nave  tne  four  pounds,  s  • 

If  what?  ■  ■  ■ 

if  lie  woul  serve  Mr.  Barlovv;  and  Mr. 


a  iniervs. 


Was  your  son  resent  ? 

\es;  It  was  in  my  own  house,  tliere  was  iio 

body  but  my  wife  and  .1  and  my  son  in  the 
house. 

You  are  grown  rather  old,  are  you  not  ? 

.  Yfis.  •  ■  -  - 

.  Your  memory  is  rather  short,  is  it  not.  ?  ,  • 
.  It  is  not  so  good  as  it  has  been. 

•  You  first  told  us  Mr.  Ewbank  spoke  about 
the  four  pounds  ? 


s 


I 
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They  all-  spoke  about  it ;.  they  said  I  might 
have  the  tour  pounds. 

How,  came  you  to.  say^  Mr.  Ewbank  said  it 
iirst  of  all  ? 

He  mieht  be  the  first  that  merrtioiied  ib  hut 
they  all  said  it. 

What  was.  become  of  tins  lady  that  you 
mentioned? 

She  is- dead. 

So  she  came  with  them  ? 

»  T^es, 

Mr.*  Ewbank  and  Mr.  Carter  were  both 

there  ? 

Yes. 

They  both  came-  together  I 
Yes. 

And  staid  there  an  hour  ? 

I  dare  say  full  an  hour. 

They  siiid  so  much  that  you  cannot  recoH 
lect  the  half  ol  it 

No  ;  there  was  too  iiiuch,  I  cannot  recollect 
half  of  it. 

You  have  a  letter  in  your  possession,  have 
not  YOU  ? 

No. 

Are  you  quite  sure  of  that  ? 

^  es. 

Hid  not  you  shew  a  letter  to  Mr,  Ewbank  ? 
it  was- a  ietter  that  came  from  my  daughter 
ill  London,  to  make  application  to  tlie  mem¬ 
ber  to  ret  her  husband  oil  Irom  being  a  sol- 

o 

diei'i 

To  what  member :  to  Mr.  Yloore  was  not  it? 
No  ;  it  was  a  letter  to  me,  that  the  election 
was  coming  forward,  if  1  would  apply  to  the 
member  to  get  my  son-in-law  ofl. 

Were  you  not  to  apply  to‘ Mr.  Moore  for 
Uiat  ? 

No, 
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Hiive  you  .aot  xi^lied  to  Mr.  Aloore  for 
that? 

■tNo. 

]jk1  yoa  not  tell  IMr.  Ewhsuk  you  had  ap¬ 
plied  to  Mr.  Moore  to  pet  your  sou  out  of  tlie 
militia? 

No. 

Nor  out  of  the  rep’irnciit  ? 

No. 

riieii  you  told  jMj*.  Ev/bauk  ^'ou  was  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  Mr.  Moore  ?  •  . 

-No;  I  did  iiot^,^  I  said  to  the  luemher.s. 
rtid  you  not  mention  Mr,  Moore’s  name? 

J  did  not  ;  the  letter  was  wrhteji  befoie  ua* 
krrew  Mr.  Moore  would  eoiue  down. 

Have  you  got  the  letter  ? 

No. 

JOSEPH  KIRKLAND  Called  lu  and  sworn, 

\ 

Where  do  you  live?  ' 

In  Coventry,. 

What  are  you  ? 

'  A  poulterer  and  fishmonger. 

Do  you  I'emember  the  election  at  Coventry  ■ 
I  do.  .  ,  ■ 

Do  you  remember  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Sinclair  there  ? 

No  ;  I  do  not. 

Do  you  recollect  being  with  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Francis  Ouo;litou  there  ? 

Yes. 

W  hat  is  he  ? 

t 

A  shoemaker. 

Is  he  an  elder  ? 

Yes, 

Do  you  know  on  which  side  he  polled  ? 

He  polled  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  JefFervs.. 
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Did  you  see  him  at  any  time  before  he 
polled? 

Yes  ;  1  saw  him  on  the  Wednesday  before^ 
the  poll  closed  on  the  Saturday.  ‘  ’  ' 

Do  you  know  on  which  day  he’  actually 
voted.  . 

He  voted  on  the  Friday  morning.  * 

You  saw  him  vote? 

[  saw  him  vote.  '  ‘ 

Before  he  voted  was  you  present  at  any 
conversation  between  him  and  any  body  else 
about  his  voting?  ‘  ‘■ 

Yes, 

\Yho  were  the  persons  you  allnd'e  to  ?  : 

A  gentleman  that  went  by  the  name  of  Mri 
Barlovv’s  brother. 

Do  you  know  enough  of  that  gentleman  to 
know  him  again  ? 

Yes. 

Did  any  thing  pass  between  him  and  Ough- 
ton — Did  you  see  any  act  done  ? 

I  was  standing  in  conversation  with  Ougli- 
ton  on'the  Wednesdav.  I  think  about  eleven 
o’clock. 

Tell  us  what  you  saw  done  to  Oughton,  or 
what  you  Scuv  Oughton  do  relative  to  his  pol- 
iing  ?  ,  ,  . 

This  gentleman  who  was  called  Mr.  Bar- 
low’s  brother  came  up,  and  asked  Oughton  if 
he  had  poiled,  he  then  called  him  aside. 

Was  you  within  sight? 

I  was  not  further  off  than  the  other  side  of 
the  court;  I  sa\Y  what  passed,' but  did  not 
hear,  he  called  him  aside,  and  he  turned 
round  and  said,  w  ho  is  th.at ;  Oughton  said,  it 
is  a  friend  of  mine ;  1  then  saw  liim  take 
some  money  from  his  wuiistcoat  pocket,  and  it 
appeared  to  me  that  he  was  counting  it. 
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Who  was  it  that  took  money  from  his  waist¬ 
coat  pocket  ? 

Mr.  Barlow’s  brother ;  they  tlien  went  from 
the  place  where  they  were  in  conversation, 
they  went  to  the  booth,  and  I  saw  him  put  into 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Jetfer^  s  and  Mr.  Barlow. 

By  the  pen  you  mean  the  lane  where  they 
were  put  to  poll  ? 

Yes,  I  was  poorly  and  went  home — I  had 
not  been  there  long  before  Oughton  came  in, 
he  is  a  inan  that  I  send  of  errands,  I  employ 
him  any  way  I  can,  he  is  a  man  I  respect. 

W"  hat  did  he  do  when  he  came  into  yoiir 
house  I 

When  he  came  into  my  house,  he  put  ten 
guineas  into  my  hand,  and  I  counted  it ;  this 
was  on  the  Wednesday. 

Did  he  actually  poll  after  this 
He  polled  on  the  Friday  morning  with  John 
Bateman,  a  butcher. 

Was  this  before  he  polled  ? 

Yes.  ,  : 

^Yhat  situation  of  life  was  he  in  with  respect 
Co  circumstances  ? 

I  should  think  he  is  as  low  a  man  as  can  be 
in  circumstance's,  no  doubt  of  it  he  is  a  poor 
man,  he  has  a  wife  and  five  small  child reji, 
he  is  a  slioe  maker;  he  mends  shoes,  and  I 
employ  him  to  run  of  errands  or  do  any  thing 
for  me. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  what  become  of 
that  ten  guineas  afterwards  ^ 

Not  exactly  ;  {  cannot. 

TVhat  tune  did  he  come  into  your  house 
About  half  an  hour  arter  I  came  iu  me'. 

That  was  on  the  Wednesday 
Yes. 
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So  that  both  times  was  on  the  Wednesday  ? 

Yes. 

Wh  ere  do  yon  live? 

In  the  High  Street^  opposite  the  King’s 
Head. 

Was  yon  the  person  who  inhabited  a  place 
very  near  theiOld  Bailey  some  years  ago  ? 

No  ;  I  cannot  recollect.  It  was  a  person  of 
the  same  name. 

Joseph  Kirkland,  are  yon  the  same  Joseph 
Kirkland  who  did  happen  to  inhabit  New^gate  ? 

1  have  been  in  Newgate^  but  I  do  not  know 

what  you  mean  from  it. 

*/ 

How  long  ati'o? 

^  O  O  ^  ^  .. 

1  have  lived  sixteen  years  in  Coventry — let 
any  man  impeach  my  character. 

How  long  ago  is  it? 

I  should  think  I  have  not  been  in  Newgate 
sixteeen  or  seventeen  years;  and  if  I  ivent 
there  it  was  for  my  own  pleasure. 

Ho  you  mean  that  you  was  a  prisoner  in 
Newgate  ? 

I  never  w^as  a  prisoner  in  my  life. 

Then  you  are  not  the  same  person.  How 
long  have  you  lived  in  Coventry? 

Sixteen  years  next  Lammas.  - 

Have  you  been  a  housekeeper? 

Yes,  ail  that  time. 

Is  there  any  other  Joseph  Kirkland  in  Co¬ 
ventry  ? 

There  wms  Hugh  Kirkland,  he  has  been 
dead  about  three  weeks. 

You  stated,  that  after  this  transaction,  which 
you  w'ere  a  witness  to  between  the  person  you 
suppose  to  be  Mr.  Barlow’s  brother  and  Ough- 
ton;  you  saw  Mr,  Bai lew’s  brother  put  him 
into  the  pen?  -  ■, 

Yes. 

« 
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Do  you  know  the  reason  at  all  why  he  did 
not  vote  at  that  time  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

You  have  said  you  saw  Mr.  Barlow’s  brother 
take  money  out  of  his  pocket.^ 

It  appeared  to  me  so. 

You  are  sure  of  that?  . 

I  am  certain  of  it. 

How  near  was  you  to  Oughton  at  that  time?. 

I  suppose  as.  near  to  him  as  lam  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Court. 

What  bacame  of  that  which  you  supposed 
was  money  ? 

I  saw  him  give  it  to  Oughton. 

What  did  Oughton  do  with  it? 

He  put  it  into  his  pocket. 

You  saw  that?  '  i 

Yes. 

What  it  was  you  could  not  see? 

I  could  see  it  was  gold — it  was  guineas. 

Who  did  you  vote  for  ? 

I  am  not  a  freeman^  I  am  not  in  any  way 
interested  whatever. 

Was  it  in  your  house  this  transaction  took 
place  ? 

No;  in  the  new  road  in  the  street^  it  leads 
down  to  the  women’s  market. 

Was  it  the  same  day  that  Oughton  shewed 
you  the  ten  guineas? 

Yes;  the  very  same  day,  half  an  hour  after 
that. 

Was  this  late  in  the  evening-? 

No;  about  eleven  o’clock  m  the  forepart  of 
the  day. 

Do  you  know  why  Oughton  did  not  poll 
after  he  was  put  in  the  pen  ? 

I  do  not  know. 


ISO  Joseph  kirkland's  examination. 

Do  you  know  whether  the  poll  closed  that 
day  earlier  than  usual  ? 

I  do  not  think  it  did;  it  was  admitted  that 
Mr  Carter  and  Mr.  Ewbank  polled  for  Mr. 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys^  and  it  appeared  by  a 
reference  to  the  poll  book,  that  Francis 
Oughton,  No.  1764,  voted  for  Mr.  Jefferys 
and  Mr.  Barlow  on  the  Thursday, 
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Tumlaxj^  March  J,  1803. 

iuiANCis  Dickens^  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Kesolved^  ' 

That  Alderman  Howlett;^  not  having  beerir 
proved  to  be  tlie  agent  of  the  sitting  members, 
his  declarations  ought  not  to  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  in  evidence. 

iNIr.  Pigot  proposed  calling  a  witness  to 
prove  that  Alderman  Williamson  had  offered 
a  bribe  to  a  voter,  and  contended  that  that  was 
a  disqualification  of  Alderman  Williarnson^s 
vote;  but  the  committee  were  of  opinion  in 
the  negative,  without  hearing  counsel  on  the 
other  side. 

Edw^ard  Arnold,  calhd  in  and  szvorn, 

W^here  do  you  live  f 

At  Coventry. 

What  are  yon  ?  : 

A  plumber  and  glazier. 

Are  you  a  voter  for  Coventry  ? 

I  am. 

3])()  you  know  Alderman  Williamson 

1  live  within  four  doors  of  him. 

•  Do  you  remember  the  time  of  the  election, 
last  July. 

Yes. 

Did  Alderman  Williamson  apply  to  you  upon 
the  subject  of  your  vote  ^ 

Several  times. 

Wheni* 

^  *1  lie  last  time  he  applied  to  me  was  on  the 
Indday  that  the  poll  closed  on  tlie  Saturday, 
about  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning.  He  said, 
he  was  come  to  know  whether  I  had  made  up 
my  mind  who  to  serve.— I  told  him  f  did  not 
mean  to  poll  unless  I  was  wanted. — lie  asked 
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me,  after  that,  whether  I  had  ever  had  the  cor¬ 
poration  fifty  pounds.  I  told  hkii,  i  had  not; 

1  had  one  granted  me  about  nine  ye^rrs  back, 
but  never  had  it. — He  said,  if  1  v\  anted  one,  I 
should  have  it. — I  told  him,  1  had  nat  security 
fQi-  it. — He  said,  I  should  have  one  on  my  own 
note. — I  told  him  1  should  not  serve  him  at 
all. 

What  did  you  mean  by  serving  ? 

Kot  serve  the  party. 

Who  were  the  partv  ? 

I  said,  I  should  not  serve  Mr.  JelTerys  and 
Mr.  Barlow. — He  said,  I  had  better  consider 
of  it;  for  Jonathan  Taylor  was  dead,  the  gla¬ 
zier.  And  he  said,  if  I  would  serve  their  peu  t}', 

I  should  do  the  whole  of  the  corporation  work. 

told  him,  there  was  Mr,  Newcomb,  and  he 
did  the  w'ork,  and  I  should  stand  no  chance  of 
doing  it  at  all. — And  he  said,  no;  they  did 
not  mind  Mr.  Newcomb  at  all.  I  should  do 
the  business,  if  I  would  serve  the  party,. 

On  what  conditions  was  you  to^  have  this 
business — was  you  to  do  any  thing  foi  it  ? 

No  further  than  to  poll  for  the  corporation  ; 

I  expected  that,  and  nothing  else.  I  had  made 
application  nine  years  before,  and  then  1  had 
good  security. 

You  were  a  neighbour  of  Mr.  illiamson  . 

Yes  ;  when  I  am  at  home.  I  have  lived  near 
him  since  Ladv-day. 

I  take  it,  living  near  him,  you  were  not  upon 
bad  terms  with  him  ? 

No. 

I  suppose  k  is  not  unusual  for  a  man  to  ask 
his  neiglibour  to  assist  him ;  or  has  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  gratitude,  being  an  evil,  got  to  Co¬ 
ven  try  1 

He  never  used  to  speak  to  me  befoie. 
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Yon  wem  not  ‘u.poii  good  term^,  peril aj^s, 
then — I  urldersfcQod  V/OU.  to^  say  ke  caiiie  to  ym. 
several  times  ? 

He  did. 

Before  ititit  you  waft-  upon  uo'  tieriiis'.  with 
him 
No.. 

You  never  asked  him  for  a  favour  before 
' then  ? 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  did:  not  ask  him 
before.  It  is  a  rule  to  go  to  all  the  justices  to 
tipply  for  the  50  1. 

Your  first  answer  was,  that  you  had  not 
made  up  your  mind  unless  what  ? 

I  had  been  applied  to  on  both  sides,  and  I 
did  not  wish  to  poll  at  all. 

When  he  asked  you  to  serve  Mr.  Barlow 
and  Mr.  Jefferys,  what  was  your  first  answer  ? 

I  told  him  1  did  not  mean  to  poll  at  all  un¬ 
less  I  was  wanted. 

Upon  your  oath,  did  Alderman  Williamson 
mention  the  word-  polling  for  the  corporation 
at  all?  ^ 

He  said,  serve  us. 

-  Had  he  not  before  mentioned, Captain- Bar- 
low  and  Mr.  Jefferys  ? 

He  hacL  before  that  sent  to  me  to  come  to 
supper. 

I  am  speaking  of  that  very  day :  Mr.  Bar- 
Ibw  and  Mr.  Jefferys,  were  their  names  men¬ 
tioned — did  he  mention  them  ? 

He  mentioned  Mr.  Barlow  and.  Mr.  Jef¬ 
ferys  ;  but  he  mentioned,  serve  us  as- well. 

Had'  he  mentioned  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr; 
Jefferys,  before  he  mentioned — serve  us. 

Yes  ;  and  he  told  me  I  should  have  the  cor¬ 
poration  business. 

Was  you  in  bad  circumstances  ? 
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„■  I  had  been  ;  but  I  had  been  better  since— 1 
have  had  misfortunes  in  the  world. 

Should  you  have  thought  it  an  ill-natuied 
thing  of  a  neighbour  to  put  you  into  woik  i* 

I  was  certain  he  would  not  do  it. 

Then  you  are  sure  that  vsdiat  this  gentleman 
said  could  have  no  influence  upon  your  mind 
at  all  ? 

I  was  sure  I  should  not  do  the  woik. 

You  was  sure  the  thing  they  oflered  you^ 
you  could  not  obtain  ?  , 

Yes. 

“  You  told  him  so  ? 

"V  es. 

Upon  your  oath^  did  he  ask  you  to  poll  at 
all.? 

Yes  ;  he  did.  ' 

That  day? 

Yes.  '  .  ■ 

For  the  corporation.  ‘ 

'  'Yes  ;  three,  four,  flve,  or  six  times. 

Had  you  reiused  him,  otj  did  you  say  you 
W'ould  think  of  it  ?  .  ' 

I  refused  him.  ‘  • 

How  did  you  poll  ?  »  •  . 

1  polled  for  Bird  and  Moore. 

'  He  said- you’ should  have  the  50l.  upon  your 

own  note  ?  •  • 

Yes."  *  , 

Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  that  could 

be  done  or  not  i' 

•  It  has  been  done  before. 

Is  it  not  a  rule  of  th.e  charity,  that  no  man- 
can  have  it  upon  his  note  without  security  ? 

There  is  a  man  that  has  had  it  belonging  to. 
my  family.  -  ’  ' 

Vour  brother?  ’* 

Yes  ;  I  dare  say  he  has  had  it,  ' 
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ho  hns  had  it  in  your  family  ? 

My  brother  has  had  it. 

Wliat  is  his  name  ? 

Thomas  Arnold. 

M  hat  security  did  lie  ^ive  ? 

I  do  not  know;  I  know  he  had  no  security 
rrom  his  mother.  ^ 

How  many  years  ago  is  it  since  he  had' it  ? 

1  cannot  tell. 

Nine  or  ten  years  ago  ^ 

I  think  it  is  more  than  that. 

id  he  have  it  upon  his  own  note  t 
1  clo  not  know. 

])id  you  not  know  at  that  time  that  no  per- 

““  *«' 

“ly  tiling  about  that. 

H  hen  Alderman  Williamson  applied  to  you 

lomfoffiftv";'  y-  ^ho'^’ld  havere 

H<.  li  "A*  y'""  serve  him  t 

fifty  i>ouS  eorporatton 

Did  he  say  to  you,  if  you  will  serve  us  you 
shml  have  the  loan  of  fifty  pounds  H  .  ^ 

the 

Was  any  body  elsethere  ? 

Nobody  but  my  wife. 

When  he- said  serve  us,  or  serve  the  cofno 
ratmn,  did  you  ask'him  what  he  meant  ?  ^ 

-i.  1  O  • 

Whal'did  you  understand  by  scrvimr 
Because  he  had  asked  me  for  Air  T»  t 

aittl  Mr.  Jefierys  before  thauLe. 

THOMAS  DODD;  ca/kd-i,!  and  Smrn. 

^Vhat  are  you .? 


T 
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A  baker. 

Are  you  a  voter  for  Coventry ,? 

Yes. 

Did  you  vote  at  the  last  election  ? 

Yes;  1  voted  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 
Did  you  reineniber  seeing  Aldeiinan  vA  il- 
liamsctn  upon  the  subject  of  the  election  ? 

Yes. 

AYhen?  •  . 

I  saw  him  sometime  before  the  election  came 

on^  and  after  the  poll  began. 

What  passed  the  last  time  you  saw  him  r 
He  called  upon  me  and  asked  me  to  seive 

their  party. 

What  words  did  he  use  ? , . 

He  said  he.  would  be  a^  friend  to  me. 

■  Did  he  explain  to  you  what  he  meant  by 

serving  their  party  ?  ,  .  . 

JS^O.  '  •  . 

He  did  not  tell  you  \yhat  be  meant  by  it  t 


■  No.;  ,  •  j 

•  How  was  you  to  serve  their  party^  do  you 

To  serve  Mr.  Jefferys  anch.Mr.  Barlow.. 

Had  you  any  conversation  upon  that  subject 

^^4t  first  it  was  before- the yTmew  who  would 
come.— Sir  Robert  Peefe  I  tliink  he  mentioned 
first  to  ine  ;  they  expected  Sir  Robert  Peele^ 
but  he  did  not  come,  he  said  I  might  have  the 
fifty  pounds  with  security,  if  it  was  of  any  ser¬ 
vice  to  me  at  the  time  they  granted  it. 

W^as  any  condition  annexed  to  it was  you 

to  do  any  thing  for  it  ?  ^  • 

I  was  to  give  him  a  note  for  the  money/ with 
my  brother  to  join  me ;  he  said  it  I  wanted  the 
money  then  he  would  lend  it  me  out  of  his  own- 
pocket  before  1  polled. 


J87 
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What  had  that  to  do  with  your  polling  ? 

1  do  not  know  what  it  had  to  do  with  that,  it 
was  alter  the  poll  began. 

What  was  you  to  do  ? 

1  was  to  serve  Mr.  JeffeiTs  and  Mr.  Barlow'. 

Tell  us  what  he  said 

He  did  not  say  any  thing  further  than  that 
I  should  have  the  corporation  lifty  pounds,  wdth 
secuiity  •  and  that  he  would  lend  me  the  hfty 

pounds  out  of  his  own  pocket  if  1  wanted  it 
then. 

VVho  was  by  at  this  house  ? 

Thm-e  was  nobody  by,  except  my  wife,  and 
1  don  t  know  whether  she  Was  by. 

Is  your  wife  here  ^ 

ISo ;  he  called  me  on  one  side,  he  ivished  to 
speak  to  me. 

be  so  good  as  to  tell  us  if  you  do  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  body  in  the  room.  Why 
he  should  call  you  on  one  side  ^ 

He  came  through  my  kitchen. 

Was  your  wife  by  ? 

No  ;  she  was  not. 

You  are  sure  she  was  not  by  .? 

It  es ;  lam.  *  ‘ 

And  yet  he  took  you  aside  ? 

Yes.  •  • 

Was  your  wife  in  the  room  at  all .? 

Not  in  the  room  where  we  had  the  disr-- 
course. 

Where  was  she  ? 

In  the  kitchen. 

■'  Was  she  in  the  kitchen  When  he  called  you 
aside  .r  _  - 

Yes.  ■  .  . 

You  voted- for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr  Moore,  I 
suppose.^  -  ■'  • 

Yes. 
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What  day  did  this  conversation  pass  ? 

I  cannot  say^  it  was  after  the  poll  began. 

Was  it  the  firsts  second,  or  third  day  of  the 
poll  that  he  said  he  would  advance  the  money 
out  of  his  own  pocket  if  you  would  vote  for 
Mr.  Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow  ? 

It  was  the  beginning  of  the  week,  I  think 
after  the  poll  had  begun  three  or  four  days.  I 
did  not  poll  till  the  Friday  that  the  poll  closed 
on  the  Saturday. 


Simon  Stringer,  called  in  and  Szcorn, 


Where  do  you  live 
At  Coventry. 

Are  you  a  voter 
Yes. 

Bid  you  vote  at  the  last  election  ? 
Yes. 

On  which  side  i* 


For  Mr.  Bird  and  Mt.  Moore. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  Aider.uian  Perkins 
upon  the  subject  of  the  election  ? 

Yes. 


Wh  at  passed  between  you,  and  what  was  it  ? 

I  cannot  recollect  the  day. 

Whis  it  during  ,the  poll  ? 

No,  it  was  before  the  poll  ;  he  came  into  my 
house,  and  sat  himself  down  in  a  chair,  and 
said  Stringer,  I  understand  you  w  as  ill-used 
at  the  last  election,  in  the  interest  of  Air.  Bird 
and  Air.  Jefferys  ;  and  they  owed  me  some  mo¬ 
ney  which  never  was  paid,  if  you  have 
a  mind  to  seek  your  redress,  now  is  your 
only  time.”  I  said,  1  can  say  nothing  at  ail 
to  It. — What  interest  did  you  come  upon,  and 
he  said  Air.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys  ;  1  said 
how'  can  you  ask  me  for  my  vote,  1  have  put 
up  three  times  for  the  four  pounds,  three  year’s 
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running,  and  you  never  served  me ;  he  said  the 
gentleiuen  had  made  a  resolution  among  them¬ 
selves,  that  1  never  should  have  it  till.  1  had 
seive(  them.  1  was  in  the  kitchen,  and  I 
then  went  up  into  my  shop,  he  followed  me 
into  the  shop,  a  place  that  1  work  in,  and  said  ^ 
It  lay  m  his  power  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good 
toi  me,  and  then  he  said  I  had  got  a  small 

if.Ti  I  could  put  my  boy  in  the 

^  i  then  he  said  when  he  came,  every 
thing  should  be  right  and:  straight,  and  when 
he  came  witli  the  smack  of  the  whip,  I  was 

wi'  under  his  left  arm. 

VVhat  was  you  to  go  for  ?  • 

To  poll  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys.  ' 

-IJid  he  say  that  ?  *  " 

the  interest  of  Mr.  Barlow 
and  Mr.  Jefferys,  and  I  told  him  I  should  not 
give  him  iny  vote  till  I  had  seen  Mr.  Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore,  and  he  wished  me  not  to  sneak  to 
them.  I  told  him  I  should. 
l)id  he  say  any  thing  else  to  you  ?  • 

JNothing  more. 

.  dm  you  get  any  other  promise  from  him  .? ' 

^'V^liat  was  it  he  promised  ? 

He  told  me  he  would  give  me  the  four  ' 
pounds  if  r  yvould  serve  him,  I  asked  him  for 

f ’  1  S‘''en  it  away  for  Broad 

i  that  was  a  vear  before 

it  voiiT' 

JVo.'  •  ■  ' 

When  was  it  he  promised  to  give  it  you  ? 

About  two  days  I  think  before  they  canvas- 

»  *  K  .  ’ 

T  3 
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Did  it  all  pass  on  the  day  you  have  been 
stating  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  then  ask  him  for  it  ? 

^'o. 

Was  any  body  else  by  ? 

My  wife  was  by^  and  one  Davis  a  whitesmith  ; 
he  polled  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys,,  he 
was  in  the  house. 

So  Davis  the  whitesmith  is  dead  ? 

IS'O;,  he  is  not. 

Perhaps  Davis  was  there  when  this  conver¬ 
sation  passed  ? 

No ;  he  was  in  the  kitchen^  and  this  was  in 
the  shop. 

You  had  no  conversation  in  the  presence  of 
Davis  ?  t. 

Yes;  Davis  ^Ys  bv  when  he  .said  he  wmuld 
put  my  boy  in  the  Bablake  ;  I  am  not  confident 
sure  whether  he  was  by  at  the  time. 

Was  any  thing  said  in  the  presence  of  Davis 
about  the  four  pounds  ?. 

J  cannot  tell ;  he  was  not  there  all  the  time. 

While  Davis  was  there,  did  any  thing  pass 
between  you  and  Mr.  Perkins,  about  the  four 
pounds  ? 

Davis  followed  Mr.  Perkins  into  my  house> 
and  Mr.  Perkins  said  he  found  I  was  ill  used  at 
the  last  election.  , 

1  ask,  whether  what  passed  about  the  four 
pounds,  passed  in  Mr.  Davis’s  presence  ? 

No  ;  1  am  sure  it  was  not. 

Will  you  swear  that  nothing  passed  about 
four  pound  in  Davis’s  presence!* 

I  am  sure  he  was  not. 

You  are  sure  nothing  passed  about  the  four 
pound  between  Mr.  Perkins  and  you,  in 
Davis’s  presence  t 
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No  ;  because  I  was  in  the  shop. 

You  did  not  ask  him  to  give  you  the  four 
pound  in  Davis’s  presence  ? 

Noj  1  never  did.  • 

Then  he  did  not  refuse  tq  give  you  the  four 
pound  in  Davis’s  presence  ? 

No;  I  never  did  ask  him  for  it  then. 

Then  you  swear  he  did  not  refuse  to  let  you 
have  the  four  pounds  in  Davis’s  presence. 

No,  not  that  I  recollect ;  he  said  if  I  had 
polled  he  would  give  it  me. 

Divis  was  there  some  part  of  the  time? 

'\r 

.  I  es. 

Was  Davis  there  any  part  of  the  time  when 
he  talked  about  the  four  pounds  ? 

He  was  not. 

You  say  this  conversation  passed  with  Mr. 
Perkins  before  the  poll;  how  mariy  days  be¬ 
fore  the  poll  ? 

I  think  it  was  two  days;  I  cannot  say  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  one  or  two  days,  before  the  poll :  I 
did  not  keep  it  in  my  head. 

You  have  said  that  Mr.  Perkins  cametp  yon, 
and  when  you  talked  to  him  about  the  four 
pounds  he  said  the  gentlemen  had  made  a  vow 
among  themselves  not  to  let  you  have  it  ^ 

That  passed  in  the  kitchen;  after  that  T 
left  them  and  went  up  into  the  shop. 

'  Therefore  Davis  was  present  when  Mr.  Per¬ 
kins  said,  that  gentlemen"  had  made  a  vow 
among  themselves.? 

I  never  asked  him  for  it. 

You  told  us  that  was  said  in  the  kitchen, 
and  that  Davis  was  in  the  kitchen  ? 

Yes;  Davis  was  there  when  that  passed. 
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THOMAS  PICKARD  Called  in  cmd  sworn. 

\  • 

What  business  are  you  ? 

A  weaver. 

-  Where  do  you  live  .^  \  ' 

At  Coventr}^.^  ;'i 

Are  you  a  voter  for  Coventry 
Yes. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  Mr.  Alderman 
I  erkins  or  Alderman  Williamson  during  the 
election  ? 

•  Yes;  I  remember  seeing  Alderman  Wil¬ 
liamson  on  the  Friday  at  the  poll,  and  on  the 
Saturday  I  met  him  in  Mill  Lane;  and  he 
called  to  me,  Tom  you  have  not  polled,”— 
said,  I\o  Sir,  I  have  not  polled, he  said, 
P^ll  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr. 
Jefferys,  I  will  give  you  four  pounds,”  says  I, 
1  have  been  sworn  these  three  and  twenty 
years ;  and  1  have  had  nothing  of  the  gifts  • 
give  me  fiist;  he  said,  I  will  not  give  it 

®^ys  Ij,  I  have  promised 
Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore,  and -I  will  serve 
them  independent.  When  he  undernood  I 
would  not  serve  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys 
he  went  away  from  me.  J  ^ 

That  was  the  last  day  but  one  of  the  poll  ? 
Yes.  ^ 

Do  you  know  how  the -poll  stood  tliat  day  ? 
No.  -  ■ 

•  Nothing  passed  about  that  ?  ' 

No.  ■ 

You  are  sure  about  this  conversation  } 

Yes  ;  certainly  I  am  sure.  I  would  not  say 
so  It  It  was  not  true. 

When  did  you  vote  ? 

That  very  afternoon. 
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Was  this  in  Mill  Lane  ? ' 

Yes. 

He  halloo’d  out  to  you  ? 

-  I  was  on  the  one  side  of  the  street,  and  he 
on  the  other,  and  he  came  over  to  me. 

W as  any  body  by  ? 

Nobody  at  ail,  not  -a  soul  could  hear  wliat 
passed. 

‘Would  you  not  Lave  yoted  for  Mr.  Barlow 
find  Ml.  JeHerys,  if  he  had  given  you  tlie 
four  poiunds  ? 

I  dare  say  I  shoiuld  not. 

Then  you  told  him  a  lie  ? 

I  dare  Siiy  I  did. 

Did  you  ask  for  the  four  pounds,  or  did  Al¬ 
derman  Williamson  offer  it  to  you  ? 

He  told  me  it  1  would  poll  for  Mr.  Barlow 
and  Mr.  JeHerys,  he  would  give  me  the  four 
pounds  ;  1  said  give  it  me  first. 

THOMAS  HERBERT,  calUd  ill  and  SWOTtl, 

Mhat  business  are  you  ? 

A  buteher. 

Do  you  live  at  Coventry.? 

Yes. 

Are  you  a  vote-r  for  Coventry 

V  es.  . 

Did  you  vote  at  the  last  electipn.? 

Yes. 

Mdio  did  you  vote  for  ^ 

Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  the  late’tnayor^ 
Mr.  Mullis  there  during  the  election'? 

Yes,  on  the  Thursday.  That  tire  poll  closed 
on  the  Saturday. 

Did  any  tiling  pass  between  yQ\i  and  him 
about  voting 
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Yes  ;  I  was  passing  by  Mr.  Mullis’s  door, 
and  iiis  wife  called  me  in,  and  I  asked  where 
thcv mayor  was;  and  she  said  he  was  up  stairs. 
She  went  up  stairs,  and  the  mayor  came  out 
of  the  room  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  and  his  coat 
across  his  arm;  he  said  to  me,  you  mean  to 
serve  us,  dont  you,  and  I  said  no;  he  said, 
why  can’t  you  serve  us,  I  gave  you  once  the 
foih*  pounds,  did  not  I ;  I  said  he  did;  and  he 
said  I  will  give  it  you  again  when  the^ime 
comes,  and  twenty  shillings  to  make  the  pot 
boil  at  Christmas. — I  said  it  is  of  no  service, 
for  1  shall  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore, 
_.and  f  went  away. 

’  '  Did  you  go  back  to  him  ? 

Yes;  1  met  a  man,  and*  I  went  back  with 
liiin;  he  said,  you  must  serve  us. — I  said  no, 
I  cannot  ;  and  he  said,  you'  shall  have  four 
pounds,  and  twenty  shillings  at  Christmas. — 
X  said,  if  you  lay  me  down  one  hundred 
pounds  I  would  not  touch  one  of  them;  I  can¬ 
not  serve  you;  and  then  X  went  about  my 
business.  XXle  said  X  should  do  no  more  work 
for  him  while  he  lived. 

Did  you  understand  what  he  meant  by 
serving  him;  did  he  talk  about  any  thina^  or 
anybody?  ^ 

'  No;  he  did  not  mention  Mr.  Barlow  or 
Mr.  Jefferys,  only  to  serve  him;  he  did  not 
mention  either  of  the  gentlemen’s  names. 

When  was  it  you  had  the  four  pounds? 

.  Three  years  back. 

You  know  very  well  you  cannot  have  it 
more  than  once  in  eight  years  ? 

■  Yes.  ' 

I 

.WILLIAM  JONES,  Called  in  and  srvorn. 

Where  do  you  live? 

At  Leicester. 


WILLIAM.  Jones’s  examination.  195 

Are  you  a  voter  for  Coventry?  .  . 

.Ves. 

AV'as  you  at  Coventry  at  the  time  of  the  last 
election  ?  K 

I  was.  \  ' 

Do  you  remember  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Barton  ? 

Yes.  •  ^ 

Do  }  ou  also  know  Mr.  Goode^  the  goaler? 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  them*  at  any  time  durinor  the 

Yesj  I  did. 

W  hat  day  did  you  meet  them  ? 

The  day  before  the  polling  began. 

Were  they  together?  ’  ‘  ' 

No,  they  were  not. 

Which  spoke  to  you  first  ? 

Mr.  Barton. 

W  hat  Mr.  Barton  is  it  ?  .r 

Mr.  Barton  keeps  a  public  house,  the  Saliw 
tation. 

What  is  his  Christian  name? 

I  cannot  tell.— Mr.  Barton  and  Mr.  Goode 
jun.  were  admitted  to  be  members  of  the 
council. 

Tell  us  what  passed  ? 

I  met  a  person  of  tlie  name  of  Ascoiio-h 
who  called  Mr.  Barton  to  him ;  Mr.  Barton 
asked  me  which  interest  I  was  a  friend  to,  I 
said  1  was  peifectly  independent,  and  came 
at  my  own  expence ;  then  they  asked  me  to 
go  with*  them  to  Mr.  Goode  ;  I  went  with 
them  to  Mr.  Goode’s  house,  he  keeps  the  goal/ 

Did  any  conversation  pass  between  you  and 
Barton  ? ,  ,  ... 

Very  little;  they  would  not  have  me  throw 
myself  away^. 
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When  you  got  to  Mr.  Goode’s  what  passed? 

We  had  a  great  deal  of  discourse,  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ton  and  Mr.  Goode  said  they  wished  us  to  poll 
for  them.  Mr.  Barton  told  me  he  would  give 
me  four  pounds,  and  Mr.  Goode  said  so  too; 
they  both  told  me  so;  and  that  f  should  have 
twenty  shillings  for  the  last  Chritsmas.  I  told 
them  1  undeistood  that  they  could  not  give  it 
to  any  person  who  resided  out  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Barton  said  he  believed  not ;  then  Mr. 
Goode  said,  O  yes,  we  can  give  it  to  any  body 
we  please;  Mr  Goode  said,  don’t  you  be  doubt¬ 
ful  of  my  vvoid,  Mr.  Jones,  1  never  did  deceive 
any  body ;  then  they  made  me  promise  to  poll 
for  Mr.  Jeflerys  and  Mr.  Barlow.  I  did  not 
give  them  any  positive  answer,  but  tliev  de- 
siied  me  to  go  up  to  Mr.  Barton’s  house,  and 
have  any  thing  1  chose  to  eat  and  drink.  I 
went  there,  and  had  three  six-pennywOrths  of 
brandy  and  water,  and  a  pint  of  ale. 

Was  any  body  with  you  .? 

There  was  one  Taylor  with  me  all  the  time. 

Is  he  m  town 

No. 

recollect-  perfectly-whlch  of  them 

said  this.^ 


Both  of  them;  and  Mr.  Goode' sent^Ascoup-h 
with  me.  ® 

^oii  polkd  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 
Yes. 


Was  there  any  body  else  at  the  Salutation 
beside  yOu  an d  -Taylor  ? 

There  were  some  persons  I -did  not  know 
there  was  a  soldier  or  two.  ^ 

Nbbbdy^eise  that  you  k'liow  '?' 

No. 

Tnyr  with*  yon  aH  this -timer  .  •.  ' 
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.What  Taj’lor  was  it  ? 

His  name  is  James. 

Where  does  he  live  ? 

In  Coventry. 

In  what  place  ? 

In  PIill  Street. 

Where  did  this  conversation  pass  when  Tav 

But  where  was  it  that  they  told  you  both  ^ 

fou?Doun"cf  shoald^have  the 

ChrisCast'  “"d  twenty  shillings  for  the  last 

At  Mr.  Goode’s  house. 

airto^n  ‘r  f*’}’  body  present  except  Taylor,' 
C  ^  and  yourself.?  , 

That  you  are  sure  of? 

Yes. 

.  What  is  Ascough’s  name  .? 

1  do  not  know  his  Christian  name. 

VV  here  does  he  live  ^ 

In  Park  Street. 

-ind  Th!"*’ r  "Ot  live  in  Coventry  • 

and  therefore  you  doubted  whether  111^^  ’ 

poimds  could  be  given  to  vou  ?  ^ 

I  es,  I  did. 

ilave  you  seen  Taylor  since  this  .?  '  ' 

1  saw  him  a  few  days  after 

n:."  “  r  ^ 

Now  attend  to  the  ouptitir-.r,  T  « 

p..,  ..i.d  ,.c.ll.a  S  •" 

No ;  I  did  not.  •  • 
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Did  you  never  ask  Mr.  Barton  or  Ascough 
as  to  the  time  you  were  togther  in  Mr.  Goode’s 
house,  for  one  of  them  to  procure  the  four 
pounds? 

I  did  not. 

That  you  swear  positiv 

I  do. 


How  came  they  to  give  you  three  six  penny¬ 
worths  of  brandy  and  water  without  your  pay¬ 
ing  for  it  ? 

They  ordered  me  ^  have  any  thing  I, liked 


to  eat  and  drink. 

How  came  they  to  let  you  have  it  without 
paying  for  it? 


Ascough  went  with  me. 


Did  he  pay  for  it  ? 

No  ;  we  came  out  together,  and  there  was 
no  money  passed  between  Mr.  Barton  and 


Ascough. 


Did  not  Mrs.  Barton  or  any  body  else  ask 
you  to  pay  for  it  ? 

No. 


Where  do  you  live  ? 

I  lived  at  Leicester  at  that  time. 

Who  did  you  come  with  to  Coventry  ? 

I  came  by  mvself. 

H  ow  long  bad  you  resided  at  Leicester  be¬ 
fore  the  election  ? 

Two  years  or  more. 

Was  you  asked  to  vote  by  any  person  at 
Leicester  ^ 

Yes ;  a  person  I  think  of  the  name  of 
Smith  ;  he  came  in  the  interest  of  the  oppo¬ 
site  party. 

Before  you  came  to  Coventry  had  you  pre¬ 
determined  who  you  would  vote  for  ?  • 

Yes. 
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For  who  i  ^ 

For  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 

How  came  5011  to  go  to  the  friends  of  the 
opposite  party 

1  did  not  go  I  was  stopped  in  the  street. 

Then  how  came  you  to  go  to  the  friends  of 
the  opposite  party  ? 

They  asked  me  to  go ;  I  went  home  with 
Taylor. 

Hid  you  sleep  in  his  house  ? 

No. 

Was  it  the  next  morning  you  voted>  or  th^t 

night  f 

No;  the  next  morning. 

Hid  you  return  to'Leiecster  after  your  vote  ? 

Yes.. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Barlow 
or  Mr.  Jefferys  there  ? 

No;  no  further  than  when  I  polled^  I  told 
Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  what  they  had  offered 
me,  before  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys. 

Before  or  after  you  had  given  your  vote  ? 

Before. 

You  polled  the  first  day  of  the  poll  ? 

Yes, 

How  long  had  you  been  in  Coventry  before 
the  poll  opened 

I  had  been  in  Coventry  two  or  three  days, 
as  you  promised  any  thing  more  ? 

They  promised  to  pay  all  my  expenccs. 

Was  there  any  promise'made  by  any  other 
person  for  your  vote  i 

No. 

You  had  no  other  reason  for  servino*  Mr. 
Bird  and  jVfr.  Moore,  but  >y our  own  approba¬ 
No  other;.  If  1  had  taken  the  money  I  should 
have  served  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 
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Did  you  know  Mr.  Moore  before  f 

No ;  but  I  thought  Mr.  Bird  would  not 
bring  an  improper  person  to  Coventry,  or  one 
that  was  not  equal  to  himself. 

When  this  conversation  passed  between  Mr. 
Barton  and  you,  were  either  Mr.  Jefferys  or 
Mr.  Barlow  present  ? 

No. 

Who  told  you  to  go  to  the  Salutation  Inn 
and  get  what  you  wanted ;  was  it  Barton  him¬ 
self  or  Mr.  Goode  ? 

It  was  both. 

Was  Mr.  Goode  there  ? 

Yes  ;  in  his  parlour. 

When  you  got  to  the  Salutation,  did  As- 
cough  tell  Mr.  Barton  who  you  came  from, 
or  did  you  ? 

I  did  not. 

Did  Ascough  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  belongs  to  the 
house  ? 

No  ;  he  did  not. 

This  brandy  and  water  was  given  you  with¬ 
out  saying  who  you  came  from  ? 

I  did  not  say  who  I  came  from. 

Did  Mr.  Barton  know  who  you  came  from  ? 

No  ;  Ascough  called  for  the  brandy  and  wa¬ 
ter. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  did  or  did  not  pay 
for  it  ? 

.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  did  not  pay 
for  it. — I  do  not  know,^he  might  pay  for  it  or 
might  not;  I  did  not  ask  him  to  pay  any  thing, 
I  believe  he  did  not,  but  I  don’t  know. — He 
went  backwards,  if  he  did  not  pay  for  it. 

You  stated  before  that  Ascough  came  away 
without  paying  for  it  ? 
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He  did  not  pay  for  it  in  the  kitchen. 

Was  he  in  your  company  all  the  time  i* 

He  went  out  once  or  twice. 

The  court  was  cleared,  but  no  resolution 
come  to. 

adjourned. 


X. 


*  '  * 
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fVednesday  March  2^/,  1803. 

« 

Francis  Dickens,  Esq.  in  the  Chaii. 

The  following  resolution  was  read. 

Hesolved,  that  no  evidence  of  declaration 
can  be  received  by  the  committee,  of  persons 
not  found  to  be  agents,  which  is  not  coupled 
with  some  fact  or  facts. 

Richard  Hewett,  called  in  and  swor7i. 

Where  do  you  live.? 
jAt  Coventry. 

What  are  you  ? 

A  victualler. 

What  house  do  you  keep  ? 

"  The  Fleur  delis. 

'  Do  you  know  Alderman  Perkins. 

Yes. 

•  w  as  Alderman  Perkins  frequently  at  your 
bouse  during  the  last  election  ? 

He  was  there  every  day  of  his  life  almost. 

Was  he  there  during  the  last  election  ? 

Yes. 

How  was  he  employed  there  ;  had  he  any 
employment? 

jNone  at  all,  that  I  know  of,  any  more  than 
usual  ;  he  makes  my  house  his  home  when  he 
is  at  Coventry. 

He  has  no  house  of  his  own  at  Coventry  ? 

No. 

Was  he  employed  in  any  thing  respecting 
tiie  election  at  that  time  ? 

I  don’t  know' that  he  was. 

You  never  saw  him  employed  in  any  money 
transactions  of  any  sort  ? 

1  don’t  know  that  he  was. 
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Question  repeated  ? 

Never. 

At  any  time  diirins;  the  whole  election? 

No.  ' 

'  You  never  saw  him  pay  or  receive  money 
daring  that  time? 

No. 

Do  3’'oii  understand  me  ;  you  never  saw 
Alderman  Perkins  pay  or  receive  money  duriiiir 
the  election?  .  J 

No,  I  did  not. 

Was  he  a  good  deal  at  home  durino-  the 
election  ? 

He  was  at  home  every  day. 

Do  you  mean  the  \Vhole  day  ? 

He  came  about  his  usual  time,  perhaps 
eleven,  twelve,  one,  or  two  o’clock. 

D.d  any  bod  y  come  to  him  at  those  times  ? 

Not  that  I  know  of. 

Do  you  mean  to  swear  that  ? 

There  were  a  number  of  people <;ame  to  the 
house,  but  I  don’t  know  that  they  came  to  him. 

Ihen  those  people  who  used  to  come  to  him 
you  did  not  know? 

No,  none  at  all. 

1  hey  were  quite  strangers  to  him  ? 

Many  people  that  I  know  came  to  the  house, 
but  I  don’t  know  that  they  came  to  him. 

Do  you  know  what  those  persons  whom  you 
did  not  know  came  about? 

No.  .  -  ,  ■ 

You  have  no  knowledge  of  it  ^ 

Nb.  to  •  - 

You  did  not  expect  them  before  they  came  ? 

No.  ‘ 

^  ou  did  not  know  what  they  wanted  from  ‘ 
any  thing  that  passed  ? 

No. 

X  3 
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Nor  do  you  know  at  this  moment  what  they 
came  about? 

Noj  I  do  not. 

You  are  sure  you  understand  what  I  say  ^ 

Yes,  Ido. 

Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  any  of  those 
who  came  most  frequently. 

No ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  names  in  parti¬ 
cular,  there  were  a  great  many  of  the  freemen. 

What  description  of  peresons  were  they 
generally,  were  they  Coventry  men  or  were 
they  strangers,  that  used  to  come  so  frequently  ? 

Some  Coventry  and  some  out-voters. 

Y^ou  mean  some  Coventry  voters  and  some 
out-voters 

Y^es ;  ail  descriptions. 

Did  they  come  upon  any  particular  business, 
or  did  they  come  for  liquor  ? 

Tiles’^  came  for  glasses  of  liquor  which  they 
paid  for,  and  some  I  gave  them. 

Can  you  give  a  guess  at  all  at  the  number 
that  used  to  come  in  a  dav  ^ 

I  cannot. 

Can  you  tell  me  whether  there  were  twenty 
or  thirty  in  the  day  ? 

Thev  were  in  and  out. 

%/ 

Were  there  fifty  ? 

Perhaps  there  might  be  fifty  all  the  time. 

Do  you  mean  every  day  ? 

Y  es,  every  day;  and  all  the  day  repeatedly 
the  same  people. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  they  were  the  same 

say  that  they 

were  all  the  same  people. 

They  might  change. 

Yes. 

Perhaps  more  than  fifty  ? 


people  ? 

Most  of  them  :  but  I  canno 
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M  oore  or  less. 

Those  ])ersons  you  don’t  know  ? 

I  do  not. 

Did  you  not  know  those  you  were  so  kind  to 
give  liquor  to  ? 

Some  of  them. 

How  many  might  you  know  ? 

Perhaps  twenty  of  them. 

-  Did  the  larger  part  of  them  pay  for  what 
they  had,  upon  your  oath  ? 

Yes;  the  larger  part  of  them. 

Every  day 
Every  day. 

How  many  might  there  be  that  had  what 
they  wanted,  and  did  not  pay  for  it  ? 

1  cannot  tell. 

Might  there  be  twenty  ? 

■  Yes. 

Might  there  be  thirty  ? 

There  might  be  more  than  twenty,  or  there 
might  be  less. 

Might  there  be  thirty 
There  might  be  thirty.  / 

Might  there  be  forty  I 
There  might  be  forty. 

Fifty  ? 

-No.  ,  .  ■- 

Fqrty-fiveJ’ 

I  cannot  tell. 

Did  you  keep  no  aocount  ? 

No.  '  • 

Did  you  keep  no  account  of  what  you  gave 
avvay  to  people  ? 

No. 

You  have  no  recollection  of  what  passed 
No. 

Though  they  were  there  every  day  of  the 
election  ? 
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Yes. 

IJad  you  any  limit  to  what  they  called  forF 

No ;  none. 

Did  you  ever  refuse  tljem? 

To  be  sure. 

Tell  us  in  what  instance  ? 

W  hen  I  did  not  chuse  to  give  any  liquor 
away,  I  refused  it. — I  don’t  know  that  I  can 
lecoliect  names,  but  1  can  say  I  did  to  hun¬ 
dreds.  1  don’t  mean  to  one  hundred  different 
iieemen,  but  I  mean  one  hundred  times  per¬ 
haps  ;  because  there  may  be  one  that  1  have 
refused  several  times. 

^  ou  have  no  way  of  computing  or  reckon¬ 
ing  what  you  may  have  been  out  of  pocket  by 
this  generosity  f 

No. 

Have  you  any  claim  upon  any  person  to  re¬ 
pay  you  or  make  you  amends.? 

No. 


You  never  had  .? 


No.  ■ 

hrom  the  moment  you  admitted  tliese  peo¬ 
ple,  and  gave  away  what  you  have  described, 
you  never  had  any  expectation  of  being:  re¬ 
paid  F  ^ 


No;  I  never  had. 

Have  you  ever  received  anything  on  ac¬ 
count  of  what  you  may  so  liave  parted  with  ? 
Never. 

,  From  any  person  F 
No. 

F^as  Alderman  Perkins  present  while  this 
going  on  generally  F 
Sometimes,  and  sometirhes  not. 

Tell  nie  what  your  motive  was  for^ivino- 
away  this  entertainment .?  °  ^ 
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Because  I  wished  that  party  well.  I  did  not 
Hive  the  other  party. 

To  which  party  did  you  wish  well  ? 

I  he  corporation  interest;  I  did  not  like  the 
conduct  of  the  Blues.  ^ 

That  was  your  only  motive,  wishing  the  corl 
poration  interest  well  ?  ^ 

Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Perkins  alone  at  this  time,  or  was 
any  body  with  him  ? 

He  vvas  not  by  himself ;  he  was  in  and  out 
lartdoe.”  ^  did  not  take  particu: 

knm^^-^bb  lyryoTr^'^’ 

1  know  one  Webb  at  Coventry,  a  dyer 
A  whitesmith,  I  mean  ?  * 

I  do  not  know  him. 

You  never  saw  him  there  that  you  know  of? 
-Not  that  I  know  of 

And  you  never  saw  any  body  that  you  can 
kn^^v  Mr.  Perkins,  that  you 

No;  I  can  not  tell. 

^  Did  xVlr.  Perkins  give  you  any  orders,  or  any 

instructions  respecting  giving  these  thin4 
away.?  .  .  ^ 

No  ;  never. 

■  Can  you  tell  of  yonr  own  knowledge,  whe- 
ther  he  knew  you  was  doing  so  ? 

1  suppose  he  might  thiuU  was  giving  liquor 
away,  he  might  or  he  might  not  ^  ^  ^ 

,  Do  you  think  he  did  know  it .? 

I  should  think  he  did. 

What  reason  have  you  to  suppose  he  knew 
I  do  not  know  any  particular  reason. 
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You  had  no  conversation  with  him  about 

it  ? 

No. 

Not  a  syllable  ? 

No.  ■  ' 

Nothing  has  passed  between  you^  that  couia 

inform  yoXi  how  you  knew  it  ? 

No. 

Perhaps  he  saw  it  ? 

Pie  came  in  and  out;  I  should  think  he 
might. 

Could  any  man  come  into  your  house  at 
that  time  without  seeing  the  people  that  you 
describe. — At  the  time  there  were  fifty  people 
there,  could  a  man  who  made  the  house  his 
home,  come  in  and  out  without  seeing  them? 

I  should  think  he  might. 

Have  you  any  doubt  whether  he  did  or  not? 

I  should  think  he  might.- 
You  cannot  positively  say  ? 

No. 

Have  you  usually  at  other  times  as  many 
people  backwards  and  forwards  in  your  house  ? 

No.'  :  •  ' 

Ho  you  recollect  any  other  occasion  upon 

which  you  have  had  other  people  come,  and 
you  have  treated  them  so  geneiousl^  ? 

No. 

I  understand  Mr.  Perkins  only  wen^t  m  and 
out,  as  he  did  at  other  times  ? 

I  believe  so;  but  I  was  not  all  the  time  in 
the  house.— 1  have  a  malt  mill  to  manage  as 

well.  . 

Who  has  the  management  of  it  when  you  are 

from  home  ? 

Mrs.  Hewett. 

'  Hid  Mr.  Perkins  sit  generally  in  one  room, 
or  in  different  rooms  by  turns  ? 
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In  different  rooms. 

l>o  you  recollect  whether  he  was  in  different 
rooms  on  the  same  day  ? 

I  believe  he  sat  in  ail  the  rooms  that  were  in 
use,  sometimes  in  one,  and  sometimes  in  ano¬ 
ther. 

Then  he  sat  with  those  people  that  you 
have  described  ? 

Yes  ;  sometimes. 

Was  you  at  borne  more  daring  the  election 
than  at  other  times  ? 

JNo.' 

How  did  you  divide  your  time  from  the 
morning  ? 

Generally  in  the  morning,  before  I  had  my 
breakfast — 1  have  some  land,  and  I  generally 
go  to  that ;  then  after  breakfast,  till  dinner 
time,  T  go  to  the  malthouse;and  then,  after  din¬ 
ner,  1  am  generally  at  home. 

Then  you  are  generally  from  home  in  the 
morning? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  whether  those  people  used  to 
come  in  a  morning  as  well  as  afternoon  ? 

1  cannot  tell. 

You  do  not  know  it  from  any  expenditure 
of  liquor  or  any  thing  else? 

I  do  not  know  at  all,  while  I  was  from 
home. 

You  had  no  means  of  knowing  any  way-? 

No;  I  was  not  informed. 

Vou  let  them  come  and  eat  and  drink  as 
they  might,  and  you  not  know  any  thing  of  it? 

No. 

Tliat  upon  your  oath,  you  do  not  know  any 
I  thing  about  ? 

No. 

You  told  me  already  you  received  nothing 
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from’  any  body,,  or  at  least  none  from  Mr. 
Woodcock  ? 

No.  ' 

None  from  Mr.  Perkins  ? 

No. 

Nor  none  from  Mr.  Sharpe.^ 

None ;  lior  any  promised. 

Nor  any  money  lent  upon  note  f 
No  ;  1  have  not. 

So  many  customers  as  you  seem  to  bavebad^ 
must  have  exhausted  a  good  deal  of  your 
stores  I  should  suppose  ? 

I  never  kept  an  account. 

Of  the  stock  in  the  cellar  ^ 

No. 


Now  with  respeet  to  victuals,,  was  there  a 
good  deal  of  that  expended  ? 

No. 


Had  you  any  means  of  finding  out  whether 
there  was  or  not  ? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  know  that  ? 

Because  I  provided  for  the  house,,  and  must 
know  what  wms  expended. 

You  knew  what  became  of  it  ? 

I  have  a  large  family  of  my  own. 

Wh  at  you  provided  at  that  time  was  chieily 
consumed  by  your  own  family.^ 

Yes. 


During  the  time  of  the  election  t 
Yes. 

'  Do  you  mean  victuals  and  drink  ? 

No  ;  only  victuals. — I  go  to  the  butcher 
every  morning,  I  can  know  when  a  joint 'of 
meat  is  gone,  but  I  cannot  guess  how^  much  is 
gone  out  of  a  barrel  of  ale. 

Rum  and  gin  and  those  things  ? 
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I  cannot  tell,  the  casks  were  all  in  the  cel¬ 
lar. 

^  oil  had  no  means  of  knowing  whether  the 
casks  were  changed  from  full  to  empty  ? 

No. 

Have  you  had  generally  very  large  casks 
from  twenty  to  forty  gallons  ;  you  do  not  at 
all  know  at  this  inoinent'i’ 

No. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  when  you  laid  in  a 
iresh  stock  afterwards  ? 

I  have  not  bought  any  since  of  any  sio'nifi- 
cation.  ^  ^ 

Being  a  publican,  there  is  a  stock  taken  for 
the  excise,  is  there  not  ? 

It  is  not  made  known  to  me. 

Do  you  mean  that  the  stock  taken  by  the  ex¬ 
cise  officer  is  not  made  known  to  you  ? 

^  No ;  they  never  say  any  thing  to  me  about 

It. 

Do  you  ever  take  stock  yourself  ? 

Never. 

,  Have  you  never  done  so  P 

Not  of  liquors  and  ale  ;  not  of  that  business. 
At  no  time  of  your  l.\fe  ? 

At  no  time  whatever. 

Do  you  know  Alderman  Williamson  ^ 

Yes. 

Did  he  use  to  come  to  your  house  during  the 
election.?  ° 

No;  I  do  not  remember  him  being  there 
twice  all  the  election.—I  do  not  know  that  I  do 
once. 

You  did  not  see  him  there  ? 

Not  to  my  knovviedge  ;  I  do  not  recollect 
that  I  ever  saw .  him  there  ;  he  might  or  he 
might  not. 

You  have  not  varied  your  mode  as  to  you* 
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Stock,  from  what  you  have  always  done  ? 

No. 

You  have  not  altered  your  course  as  to  tak¬ 
ing  stock  before  the  election  or  since 't 

No. 

You  are  a  miller  ? 

Yes. 

'You  have  no  vote  at  Coventry  ? 

No. 

Your  wishes  were  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr. 
Jefferys  ? 

Yes. 

Did  3mu  ever  receive  any  direction,  or  ever 
see  Captain  Barlow  about  aii}^  thing  during  the 
election 

No. 

Was  he  ever  at  your  house  ? 

He  called  upon  me  one  morning  and  said  he 
understood  I  had  no  vote,  but  was  a  well- 
wisher. 

Did  he  then  say  any  thing  respecting  your 
house,  or  any  thing  in  ^mur  house  ? 

No. 

Did  you  ever  receive  any  direction  from  any 
of  the  persons  upon  the  committee  :  Mr. 
Woodcock,  Mr.  Ewbank,  Mr.  Inge,  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  Mr.  Wilmot,  or  Mr.  Sharpe  f 

No. 

Did  you  ever  refer  to  Mr.  Barlow  for  any  di¬ 
rection 

No. 

Did  you  ever  acquaint  him  with  what  you 
had  done  at  your  house  during  the  election  ? 

No. 

Have  you  ever  made  any  application  to  him 
since,  as  a  person  owing  you  money  ? 

No. 
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Mr.  Mills.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Perkins^ 
he  was  a  friend  of  your’s.f* 

A  very  intimate  friend. 

\  our  house  he  was  always  at  when  he  comes 
to  Coventry  ^ 

Yes.  ^ 

Was  any  room  allotted  to  Mr.  Perkins  for 
that  election  ? 

No  ;  he  has  a  room  at  my  house,  locked  up 
for  his  use  when  he  comes  to  Coventry,  not  for 
the  election. 

Mr.  Perkins  was,  no  doubt,  a  zealous  friend 
to  Captain  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys  ? 

Yes.  . 

The  liquor  that  you  gave  to  any  of  those, 
was  it  under  the  intluence  or  direction  of  Mr. 
Perkins  at  ail  ?  ' 

No. 


Did  they  -^ver  demand  the  liquor  as  being  ' 
sent  by  any  body  to  you  to  receive  it  ^ 

Never. 

Do  you  ever  remember  giving  any  liquor  to 
any  person  there,  under  the  direction  or  order 
of  any  person  concerning  the  efectibn'? 

Never. 


Am  I  to  understand  you  distinetly,  that  tliat 
which  you  gave  voluntarily  was  given  by  your¬ 
self  at  your  own  char<xe  ? 

Yes. 

•  I  believe  you  had  some  reason  to  dislike  the 
parties  ;  what  damage  did  they  do  to  you  dur¬ 
ing  the  election  j* 

Broke  all  mv  windows. 

•/ 

And  what  else,  when  was  it  ? 


Previous  to  the  election. 

I  Wh  at  time  of  the  day  .  , 

Eleven  or  twelve  o’clock  at  night.  .  , 

Was  that  when  the  midnight  bell  was 

Y  ""  i 
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Y  es. 

And  the  mob  collected  upon  that  bell  ring¬ 
ings  and  came  to  your  house  ? 

Yes. 

How  many  came  ? 

Some  thousands. 

What  did  they  do 

They  broke  the  window  shutterSs  and  broke 
all  the  windows,  and  threw  in  stones. — I  took 
out  the  next  day,  two  or  three  barrels  full  of 
stones;  they  broke  the  inside  windows  and  the 
bar  windows.  . 

Had  you,  or  an}^  body  in  your  house,  done 
anv  thing  to  provoke  those  persons  ^ 

No.  ■ 

Did  any  thing  pass  that  you  know  of  to  pro¬ 
voke  those  persons  to  do  this  mischief.? 

I  know  of  none. 

I  believe  in  consequence  of  this  you  thought 
it  right  to  keep  twenty  or  thirty  people  for  the 
protection  of  your  house  .? 

Idid  ;  I  was  not  safe,  I  dare  not  go  out. 

What  do  you  mean  by  you  was  not  safe  in 
going  out? 

After  that  time  I  dare  not  go  without  a  pro¬ 
tection. 

You  engaged  several  people  that  you  kept  at 
your  own  charge  in  your  house  ? 

I  invited  a  great  many  people. 

'  For  protection,  and  nothing  else  ? 

For  protection. 

I  suppose  you  requested  these  persons  to 
come  and  protect  the  house  ? 

Yes  1  did. 

'  And  they  did  come  ? 

Yes. 

And  you  had  different  men  at  different  times 
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during  tlie  election^,  tor  the  purpose  of  proteot- 
ing  your  house  i* 

-  \  es. 

I  suppose  you  gave  them  meat  and  drink? 

Yes;  what  1  pleased. 

1  hen  I  ask  as  to  those  persons  to  whom  you 
so  gave  meat  and  drink  ;  upon  your  oath  did 
you  give  it  them  with  a  vievv  to  their  votes  ? 

V  I  had  several  to  sleep  in  my  house, 
hat  is  the  damage  done  to  your  house  ? 

I  suppose  about  twelve  pounds. 

What  did  the  mob  come  with,  or  with  what 
'flags  ? . 

I  cannot  exactly  say;  we  durst  not  go  near 
to  hear  au}^  thing  that  passed. 

Mr.  Const.  1. understand  Mr.  Perkins  had 
a  private  room  ? 

He  has  a  private  room,  but  he  did  not  make 
use  of  that  at  the  election. — The  room  that  he 
had  to  sleep  in  was  locked  up,  except  when  he 
slept  in  it. 

Your  house  was  attacked  by  the  mob.? 

Yes. 

And  you  had  some  persons  to  defend  you  ? 

Yes. 

You  had  none  at  that  time? 

No. 

No  persons  rushed  out  of  your  house  com¬ 
mencing  a  riot  ? 

Not  that  I  know  of. 

Had  you  no  other  persons  in  your  house 
before  that  time  ? 

It  vvas  a  ti'eat  that  night,  previous  to  the 
election,  of  both  parties  I  believe. — There 
were  several  people  supped  at  the  house  that 
night. 

What  time  previous  to  the  election 
this  ? 

Y  2 
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A  fortnight  or  three  weeks  I  should  thinks  f 
cannot  tell  exactly. 

Do  you  mean  it  was  a  fortnight  or  three 
i  weeks  before  the'  eletion_,  your  house  was  at- 
(  tacked? 

1  think  it  w'as  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

I  am  told_,  on  this  treat  night  you  ha})pened 
to  have  a  set  of  bruisers  at  your  house  ? 

^  They  might  be  bruisers  ;  I  cannot  say., 

They  were  there  making  merry  ? 

Yes. 

They  were  not  there  at  your  invitation  for 
any  particular  purpose  ? 

No.  ~  - 

W as  Mr.  Perkins  there  that  nis^ht  ? 

No. 

Tell  us  who  the  company  consisted  of,  that 
you  do  know  ? 

They  were  the  freemen  of  the  ward  ;  I 
don^t  know  that  I  can  recollect  their  names,, 
many  of  them. 

Who  treated  them  ? 

The  Draper’s  Company  I  believe. 

Was  there  any  bill  made  out  for  that  enter¬ 
tainment;  I  ask  you  upon  your  oath  ? 

Yes,  that  was  previous  tO'  the  election  ;  it 
was  only  for  that  night.. 

Who  paid  it? 

1  don’t  know  ;  I  made  it  out,  and  it  was  dis¬ 
charged  when  I  was  out. 

Upon  your  oath,  you  da  not  know  who  paid 
it  ? 

I  do  not. 

You  do  make  bills  sometimes  then  ? 

Never  but  that;  during  the  election  I  never 
made  out  .anv. 

What  did  you  mean  by  both  parties  ? 

There  was  a  treat  from  both  parties 
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Do  you  mean  the  two  opposite  interests  ? 

Yes. 

At  your  house  ? 

ISY.  -  •  .  _ 

Ihen  you  are  speaking  of  what  happened  at 
some  other  house  ? 

Yes. 

It  you  don’t  know  who  paid  it?  what  right  had 
}ou  to  make  it  out  to  the  Draper’s  Company.^ 

Mr.  Lant  ordered  it  to  be  made  out ;  he  is  a 
mercer  in  the  ward. 

Had  he  nothing  to  do  with  the  Draper’s 
Company  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge;  I  believe  he  has  not. 

Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Woodcock  paid  it.^ 

No  ;  he  did  not. 

How  do  you  know  ? 

I  should  think  he  did  not. 

How  do  you  know  it  upon  you  oath  ? 

I  should  think  he  did  not.  . 

I  ask  yoiuipon  your  oath^  how  do  you  know 
he  did  not  pay  ? 

I  am  not  certain;  but  I  expect  Mr.  Lant 
paid  it. 

.  \  ou  have  told  me  this  was  a  treat  by 'the 
'Draper’s  Company  ? 

^  es. 

^  oil  have  told  me  also^  that  it  was  not  paid 
by  the  Draper’s  Company  ? 

Mr,  Lant  came  for  the  bill,  and  I  expect 
he  discharged  it. 

Did  he  discharge  it  when  he  came  for  it? 

No. 

When  did  he  discharge  it  ?  ‘ 

The  next  day. 

Who  was  it  paid  to  ? 

Mrs.  Hewett. 

And  did  she  never  tell  you  who  paid 
No. 
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Who  was  it  made  out  to  ? 

I'  obody. 

\ou  say,  during  the  election  you  gave  away 
a  great  deal  of  liquor  ? 

Yes. 

Y  as  it  to  voters  you  gave  it  ? 

Some  voters,  and  some  not  voters. 

Was  any  given  away  in  your  absence  ? 

I  dare  say  there  was. 

W'^ho  takes  care  of  your  house  during  yout 


absence  ? 

« 

My  wife. 

What  directions  did  you  give  your  wife  re¬ 
specting  giving  away  liquors  while  you  were 
out  of  tlie  house  ^ 

£  never  directed  her,  but  she  knew  a  great 
many  people  that  I  had  given  it  to. 

Then  you  never  gave  her  any  directions  to 
give  aw  ay  liquor  in  your  absence 

I  never  did. 


But  you  swear  liquor  was  given  away  in  your 
absence  ? 

1  cannot  swear  it I  should  think  so^ 


Did  you  ever  ask  Mr.  Perkins  whether  any 
liquor  was  to  be  given  away  to  particular  peo¬ 
ple  or  not  ? 

No. 


That  you  swear  ?  ' 

Yes. 

You  say  you  should  think  liquor  was  given: 
away  in  your  absence  ?  ^ 

Yes. 

What  reason  have  you  to  think  so  ? 

Because  I  think  she  would  give  it  to  persons 

I  had  given  it  to.  , 

That  was  your  only  r'^ason  for  thinking’  li¬ 
quors  was  given  away  in  your  absence  ? 

Yes. 
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You  are  very  Intimate  with  Mr.  Perkins  ?  ' 

Yes. 

You  was  at  home  most  afternoons  during  the 
election  ? 

Yes. 

As  ^mu  was  intimate  with  him,  you  was  very 
much  in  the  room  with  him  ? 

No. 

Do  you  mean  to  swear  you  was  never  in  the 
room  with  him  ? 

No. 

Did  you  never  sup  with  him  ? 

No  I  have  dined  with  him  during  the  elec¬ 
tion. 

More  -than  once  perhaps  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  dine  frequently  with  him  ? 

Yes. 

He  dined  at  your  table  with  you  and  your 
Wife  ? 

Yes  ;  tliree  or  four  days  a  week,  all  the  year 
round. 

Did  your  dinner  last  long  ?* 

No. 

What  was  your  dinner  hour  ? 

About  one  or. two. 

How  soon  did  you  usually  part  afterwards  ? 

An  iiour,  or  perhaps  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Did  you  drink  tea  together  ^ 

I  do  not  recollect. 

Did  you  see  one  another  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  in  a  general  way  i  mean  ? 

I  do  not  know  that  1  did. 

He  was  part^f  your  family  by  your  account, 
I  suppose  you  did  not  part  immediately  after 
dinner? 

He  was  in  and  out  sometimes,  he  would  sit 
in  the  bar  along  \^dth  Mrs.  licwett. 
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While  he  was  in  the  house,  were  you  usually 
together- in  tlie  evening  ? 

^Generally  ;  he  never  makes  himself  strange,, 
hut  like  one  of  the  family. 

And  that  was  the  case  during  the  election? 

Yes;  while  he  was  in  the  house. 

And  people  used  perpetually  to  come  in  and 
speak  to  him  during  the  election  ? 

A  great  many  people  came  in,  and  some  of 
them  might  want  him. 

And  whatever  they  had  to  say  passed  while 
yqu  was  with  him  ? 

Sometimes,  and  sometimes  not;  I  was  a 
good  deal  away,  because  we  have  no  waiter 
when  1  am  at  home. 

I  don’t  ask  if  you  were  always  at  home;  but 
when  you  was  at  home,  and  he  at  home,  you 
were  always  together  ? 

Yes  ;  in  the  same  room. 

And  together  when  people  came  to  him 
upon  business  ? 

Yes  ;  a  good  deal. 

Do  you  mean  to  sw^ear  you  have  not  seen. 
Mr.  Perkins  give  money,  I  don’t  ask  you  for 
what  ? 

I  do. 

You  have  never  seen  Mr.  Perkins  give  mo¬ 
ney  to  any  person  during  the  election? 

No. 

Plow  much  did  this  election  cost  you  ? 

1  cannot  tell. 

How  much  are  you  out  of  pocket  by  this 
election  ? 

I  cannot  tell  whether  it  was  a  score  pounds 
or  more,  I  might  fifty,  sixty  or  seventy. 

How  long  have  you  kept  that  house  ?  ^ 

About  two  years  myself;  my  father-inAaw 
kept  it  previous  to  my  keeping  it. 

How  much  did  you  ever  give  away  previous 
to  the  election  ? 


KiciiArtT)  hewett’s  Examination.  ^221 

None  at  all  to  signify;  I  might  give  a  friend 
■  a  j)iiit  of  beer. 

VV  hat  rent  do  yon  give  for  yonr  house 

Twenty  pounds  a  year^  there  is  a  lease  of  it 
and  improvements. 

What  are  the  average  of  your  profits;  how 
much  do  you  generally  make  a  year  ^ 

I  cannot  tell;  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell ; 
I  have  other  businesses.  I  have  a  mill  and  a 
malt-house,  and  people  that  work  at  the  farm; 
they  all  board  at  my  house,  and  the  profits  are 
not  kept  separate. 

Can  you  afford  to  give  away  sixty  or  seventy 
pounds  without  inconvenience  to  yourself? 

Yes. 

Upon  your  oath,  what  was  your  inducement 
to  be  so  generous  at  the  election  ? 

Because  I  did  not  like  the  party  of  the  Blues,' 
and  I  wished  to  be  a  friend  to  the  corporation 
in  terest. 

Had  you  any  other  motive  for  wishing  to  be 
,  a  friend  to  the  corporation  interest,  than  an 
attachment  to  their  election  principles? 

No;  1  had  no  other  than  election  princi¬ 
ples. 

~  Then  you  swear  that  this  flfty^  sixty,  or 
seventy  pounds  came  out  of  yoVa*  own  pocket, 
and  is  to  the  best  of  your  belief  a  loss  to  your 
family  and  fortune? 

It  is. 

You  swear  that  ? 

Yes. 

You  stated  that  you  were  obliged  to  have 
protectors  when  you  went  out  ? 

Y  c. 

Did  you  always  when  you  went  out  ? 

•  cs. 
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Did  you  always  wheu  you  went  to  the  mill 
in  tlie  morning  take  any  ol’  those  protectors 
with  you,  and  how  many  ? 

Generally;  and  il  l  did  not,  I  ^went  throngli 
the  barracks,  and  through  the  jrark,  the  back 
way ;  my  house  is  near  the  barracks. 

From  what  description  of  persons  did  you 
select  those  protectors  ? 

There  were  a  great  many  people  that  used 
to  frequent  my  house ;  my  brother-in-law  I 
asked  to  sleep  in  the  house,  and  to  stop  dur¬ 
ing  the  day. 

You  said  that  Captain  Barlow  called  one 
day  :  at  what  time  of  the  day  did. he  call  ? 

In  the  morning,  1  should  think  about  nine  or 
ten  o’clock. 

Were  there  many  people  in  the  house  Vvhen 
he  called  ? 

Tiiere  were  several  persons. 

Did  he  speak  to  any  persons  in  the  house? 

He  shook  hands  with  one  or  two  persons,  I 
was  close  by  him  at  the  time. 

What  did  he  say  to  them  ? 

He  said  no  more  than  asked  them  how  they 
did,  and  went  out  again ;  the  reason  why  he 
spoke  to  them,  was  seeing  me  at  the  door,  he 
shook  hands  with  me ;  and  while  he  stood 
with  me,  two  or  three  of  the  freemen  came 
up,  and  shook  hands  with  him,  and  he  went 
away. 

Mr.  Perkins  kept  a  room  always  in  your 
house 

Yes. 

W^  as  that  room  always  kept  for  him  locked 
up  the  whole  year  ? 

Yes. 

It  was  a  room  of  which  he  had  the  key 
himself  at  all  times? 
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No  ;  Mrs.  Hevvett  kept  the  key. 

When  Mr.  Perkins  was  not  there,  that 
room  was  kept  shut  up  as  the  private  room  of 
]Mr.  Perkins  i*  * 

Yes. 

It  was  not  a  room  to  admit  company.  He 
did  not  use  that  room  during  the  election. 

No,  except  to  sleep  in. 

Do  you  know  St.  Mary’s  Hall  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  hear  any  persons  say  they  came 
from  St.  Mary’s  Hall  to  your  house  ? 

jNo;  I  do  not  know  any  body  coming  and 
saying  that. 

Did  Mr.  Perkins  tell  you  any  thing  about 
St.  Mary’s  Hall  f  ■ 

No. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Per¬ 
kins  about  election  committees  f 

No. 

^  ou  swear  yon  do  not  know  of  any'  election 
business,  Mr.  Perkins  conducted  in  your 
house  ? 

I  do.  , 

\ou  swear  there  were  no  persons  came  to 
him  having  any  concern  in  the  election  f 

Not  to  rny  knowledge.  - 

How  did  Mrs.  Hevvett  know  to  whom  she 
was  to  give  liquor.^ 

I  expected  she  knew  by  people  that  she 
knew  were  our  friends,  that  I  had  given  it  to 
befoie,  and  if  they  asked  her  in  my  absence 
.  ^  u  1  C.I  give  them  some  more  ^ 

Then  Mrs.  Hewstt  understood'  that  to  your 
friends  she  was  generally  to  give  liquor? 

Tgave  no  directions. 
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Did  Mrs.  Hewett  understand  that  she  was 
to  give  liquor  to  your  friends  ? 

No,  not  from  me. 

Did  Mrs.  Hewett  give  liquor  to  your  friends  ? 

Not  to  ray  knowledge,  but  I  think  she  did. 

M^hy  do  you  think  she  did? 

For  this  reason,  that  if  any  friend  of  mine 
had  come  and  asked  tor  a  pint  ot  beer,  she 
*  would  have  given  it. 

Would  she  have  given  it  previous  to  the 
election  ? 

No.  .  . 

Why  do  you  think  she  would  have  given  it 

at  the  time  of  the  election  ? 

Because  I  had  given  it. 

When  you  came  home  from  your  other 
business,  did  you  ever  ask  Mrs.  Hewett  wnat 
had  passed  in  your  absence  ? 

No. 

Will  you  swear  you  never  asked  her  wliat 
quantity  of  liquor  iuid  been  given  in  your  ab¬ 
sence,  or  whether  any  had  ? 

No. 

You  state  a  treat  to  have 'been  given  some 
time  before  the  election;  how  long  before  the 
election;  recollect  yourselt  ? 

I  cannot  recollect,  if  i  recollect  ever  so 
long;  but  I  should  think  it  must  be  a  fortnight. 

In  the  interest  of  what  candidates  wms  that 
treat  given .? 

Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeherys. 

H  ow  do  you  know  ? 

I  expect  so. 

I  ask  you  upon  your  oath,  upon  whose  inte¬ 
rest  was  that  treat  given 

Mr.  Jefl'erys  and  Mr.  Barlow  ; — I  think  at 
that  time  Mr.  Barlow  had  not  engaged  as  a 
candidate. 
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Ill  favour  of  whom  was  that  election  treat 
givjeii  ? 

At  that  time  it  was  not  known  wlio  would  be 
the  candidates. 

VV ere  you  at  the  supper  ? 


A\’ere  tliere  any  toasts  given  ^ 

Not  that  1  know  al\;  1  did  not  spend  five 
minutes  in  the  room.  I  did  not  hear  any  par- 
lieular  sentiment 

hor  what  purpose  was  tliat  supper  given 

For  the  corporation  interest. 

That  cannot  be;  it  was  given  by  the  dra¬ 
pers  company;  for  what  purpose  was  that  sup¬ 
per  given  ? 

To  the  freemen  of  the  ward. 

For  what  purpose? 

I  cannot  tell. 

To  the  host  of  your  knowledge  ? 

For  the  good  and  interest  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion^  it  was  a  very  sudden  thing  about  Captain 
Barlow. 

\oii  tell  us  this  supper  was  a  fortnigj^t  be¬ 
fore  tl^.e  election  ?  , 

A  fortnight  or  three  weeks^  I  should  think, 
1  cannot  tell  exactly. 

AVho  gave  the  order  for  the  supper; 

•Jt  was  Af]*.  Lant. 


VV  ho  did  lie  give  the  order  to  ^ 

To  Airs.  Jlewett. 

\Vhat  did  Airs,  llewett  tell^you  about  it  ? 

She  told  me  a  supper  was  "ordered  for  th-at 
infoiit. 

For  how  many 

7’weiit.y  or  thirty. 

Flow  camayou  to  say  for  the  drapers  cont- 
pan'y?"’ 

Air.' Lant  , expressed  to  AFrs.TIewett  that  it 
was  for  tiic  drapers  company. 


z 
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You’  sav  it  was  for  the  corporation  ?  ; 

/It  was  for  the  drapers  company  in  the  inte¬ 
rest  of  the  corporation. 

ere  not  the  drapers  company  and  the  coi 
poratlon  generally  considered  as  adverse  pai- 
:ties  ? 

1  do  not  know- 

You  never  heard  that  ?  '  _ 

^o.  . 

You  swear  there  were  no  toasts  given  at 

that  supper  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge.  .5 

Did  any  body  make  a  speech  after  suppei  . 

I  heard  of  no  speech.  i  1  ? 

Was  the  health  of  any  gentleman  drank  . 
Not  to  my  knowledge — I  did  not  hcai  any. 
W^as  there  any  thing  more  than  a  general 

conversation  after  supper  ? 

Not  that  I  know^  of;  I  heard  of  no  particu** 
lur  toasts  but  general  conversation. 

It  was  a  treat  oi^dered  by  the  drapers  compa¬ 
ny  in  the  interestYf  the  corporation  ? 

Yes, 

What  is  Mr.  Perkins  ? 

He  is  a  farmer. 

AY  ho  is  your  brewer  f 
IMyself. 

Who  furnishes  you  with  barley,  perhaps 
yourself  to  r 

Yes,  I  have  a  malt  mill. 

Who  furnishes  you  with  barley? 

Different  farmers. 

Did  you  ever  buy  any  of  Mr.  Perkins  ? 

No.  .  ^ 

Upon  your  oath  was  there  any  general  un¬ 
derstanding  among  the  innkeepers  with  res¬ 
pect  to  the  corporation  interest? 

No. 


V 
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With  respect  to  licencing  public  houses  ^ 
No. 

Who  licenced  3^0111*  house 
It  was  licenced  when  niy  father-in-law  liad 
it;  and  i  solicited  the  magistrates^  and  they 
renewed  it. when  I  came. 

Did  3^011" see  the  inside  of  Mr.  Perkins’s 
private  room  at  any  time  during  the  election? 
Yes. 


Did  3^011  see  any  thing  in  it  different  from 
what  there  used  to  be  at  other  times  ? 

No. 

Did  you  see  any  paper,  or  pen,  or  ink  ? 

No. 

Any  extraordinary  box  ? 

No: 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Perkins  during,  the  elec¬ 
tion  give  pieces  of  paper  to  any  person  ? 

No.  - 

What  is  the  general  number  of  barrels  you 
have  in  your  cellar  at  one  time  of  the  year 
and  another  ? 

About  twenty. 

Of  what  sort  ? 

They  are  generally  wine  pipes; 

Was  there  any  increase  to  that  general 
stock  previous  to  theelection  ? 

Not  particularly. 

W  as  there  any  increase  to  your  stock  of 
brandy  and  rum  previous’ to  the  election  ? 

No. 

You  stated  that  Mr,  Perkins  kept  this  room 
in  your  house,  and  considered  it  as  his  ? 

Yes. 

What  were  the  general  hours,  there  not 
being  an  election,  at  which  he  used  to  come  to 
your  house  ? 

y  O 
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Sometimes  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  one,  two>, 
three,  four  or  five. 

Upon  your  oath  was  not  Mr.  Perkins  niucli 
more  in  your  tiouse  during  the  eiectioii,  than 
he  was  previous,  to  the  election  ? 

IS'o,  he  was  not. 

That  you  swear 

Not  to  my  knowledge.. 

W  hat  money  did  your  wife  receive  from 
those  jiersons,  1  dont  mean  for  the  bill  ? 

No  money  any  more  than  what  people  camt 
in,  and  drank  and  paid  for. 

Did  she  receive  any  money  from  the  per¬ 
sons  that  you  yourself  treated  ? 

I  dare  say  slie  did  ;  but  I  cannot  say. 

Were  the  receipts  of  your  house  much  more 
during  the  election  than  a  corresponding  num¬ 
ber  of  days  at  any-  other  time  of  the  year  ? 

Yes: 

in  what  proportion  ? 

I  cannot  ascertain  the  proportion,  but  T  am. 
certain  ii  was  more  ilian  usual. 

You  sav  Mr.  Larit  ordered  the  bill  ? 

Yes. 

M^hat  was  the  amount  of  the  bill  ? 

1  think  it  was  between  thirteen  and  fourteen 
pounds  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

Hoiv  did  he  discharge  it,  in  notes,  or  cash,, 
or  how  ? 

1  think  in  one  pom.ul  notes. 

Who  is  your  landlord  ? 

It  belongs  to  a  meeting  for  the  benefit  of 
the  preacher. 

Is  your  wife  here  or  at  Coventry 

She  is  at  Coven  try. - 

f  think  you  said  you  hawe  a  hundred  times 
refused  to  give  any  thing  ? 

Yes. 
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‘What  rule  IkiaI  you  to  grant  to  some^  and 
refuse  to  others  r 

I  only  gave  to  such  people  I  thought  pro- 
per. 

AVere  any  tickets  brought  to  you  to  give  li¬ 
quor  ? 

No. 

Neither  from  St.  Mary’s  Hall  no  the  Goal 
Hall  ^ 

No.  ,  . 

Did  you  keep  any  account  of  the  liquor 
you  gave  away  ? 

No. 

Do  you  expect  to  be  paid  by  any  person  ? 

No  ;  1  do  not. 

You  did  not  receive  orders  from  any  person 
to  open  your  house  ? 

No. 

"Would  you  have  opened  your  house  for 
whatCYer  candidate  the  corporation  supported  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

When  did  you  first  comedo  the  resolution 
of  opening  your  house  ? 

I  gave  a  great  deal  of  beer^  several  tankards 
and  pints  before  the  polling  began. — I  gave 
more  away  after  the  polling  commenced  than 
before  ;  1  gave  a  great  many  -  pints  and  tan¬ 
kards  too. 

,  Did  you  give  nothing  but  beer  away,  or  any 

spirits  ^  ^ 

No,  not  previous  to  the  polling  ;  at  the  time 
of  the  polling  I  gave  many  glasses  of  liquor 


away. 

You  kept  no  account  of  that  either  ? 

No. 

Did  any  of  the  voters  come  and  dine  at  your 
house  ?  ' 

^  YeS;,  several  of  the  out -voters. 
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Were  you  paid  for  that? 

No. 

Do  you  expect  to  be  paid  ? 

No. 

And  3'oii  don’t  know  what  the  amount  of 
the  sdctuals  and  liquors  came  to? 

No. 

Had  3*011  a  larger  stock  before  the  eleetion 
than  usual? 

No;  I  have  my  liquors  from  London  in 
casks. 

liaving  expended  so  much  at  the  election  it 
was  out  so  much  the  sooner? 

It  is  not  out  yet. 

Have  3mu  bought  any  liquor  since  ? 

I  have  bought  some  rum  in  Coventiy,  per¬ 
haps  as  much  as  eight  or  ten  gallons. 

No  more  ? 

No, 

Had  3^11  any  present  made3mu  by  any  one  ? 

No. 

Could  3’ou  form  an  idea  how  much  liquor 
you  gave  previous  tOj  and  during, the  election* 
at  Coventry? 

1  said  before  it  might  amount  to  sixty  or 
seventy  pounds^  or  it  might  be  something 
more.  . 

After  this  petition  is  decided,  do  you  mean 
to  send  a  bill  to  any  person  ? 

No. 


Do  you  know  Mr.  Inge  the  town  clerk  ? 

A/  ^ 

i  es. 


.  Did  you  see  him  during  the  eleetion  ? 

No  ;  1  don’t  know  that  I  did,  I  might  see 
him,  1113’^  mill  is  near  to  his  house,  and  I 
sometimes  meet  iiini  upon  the  road;  1  did  not 
to  my  knowledge  see  him. 

Mr.  Inge  the  town  clerk  tells  ns,  that  per- 
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fiave  accounts  settled.  I  ask  you  upon  your 
oath,  do  you  or.  not  know  of  any  persona, 
coming  there  as  out  voters  to  have  an  account 
settled  ? 

No. 

\oii  have  mentioned  a  treat  was  given_,  and: 
you  say  it  was  ordered  by  the  drapers  compa¬ 
ny  ? 

Yes.  . 

T^  hat  it  was  for  the  freemen' of  your  ward  ? 

Yes. 

Bo  you  know  that  there  was  formerly  a  dif- 
feience  as  to  the  support  of  interests  between 
the  drapers  company  and  the  corporation 

I  have  heard  say  that  there  was. 

-Do  you  suppose  that  this  treat  was  given  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  together  the  freemen- 
of  that  ward  in  the  interest  of  either  or  both  of 
tiiese  companies  ? 

I  believe  it  was  to  keep  the  interest  together. 

At  that  time  no  candidates  had  declared  ? 

I  don  t  think  there  w^as^  if  Mr.  Jeffervshad 
declared  no  body  else  had.  ^ 

Mr.  Perkins’s  son  you  knowi 

Yes. 

Was  he  in  the  house  ? 

Yes,  he  is  in  Coventry  most  days. 

During  the  election  was  Mr..  Perkins’s  son. 
11  the  house 

He  was  in  and  out.  ^ 

Did  you  see  him  pay  any  money,  and  re¬ 
ceive  any  application  from  any  out-voters  ? 

No. 

Did  you  see  him  give  him  any  papers  ? 

No. 

Did  you  hear  of  Sir  Robert  Peele  being  pro¬ 
posed  ^ 

Yes. 
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If  be  had  proposed  himself  as  a  candidate, 
would  you  give  entertainments  to  the  voters  ? 

Yes. 

If  Colonel  Broohe  had  proposed  himself  as 
a  candidate,  would  yoii  have  given  entertain¬ 
ments  to  the  voters  in  his  interest 

Yes.  ^  ^  ■ 

Without  being  paid  for  it? 

Yes. 

How  long  have  you  lived  in  Coventry.? 

About  seven  years. 

You  had  no  connection  with  Coventry  then 
before  the  last  seven  years  ?  - 
No. 

Hid  you  usually  deposit  your  daily  receipts 
in  any  particular  place,  or  do  you  usually 

keep  it  in  your  pocket? 

I  keep  it  in  my  po<'ket  perhaps  several  day s> 
and  perhaps  take  it  to  the  bank,  or  put  it  in  a  ^ 

secret  place. 

Do  you  ever  count  it  ? 

Not  every  day  ;  there  are  very  few  days  but 
I  have  grain  coining  in,  and  I  pay  and  receive 
five  or  six  times  in  the  course  ot  a  day. 

Being  only  connected  with  Coventry  far  the 
last  seven  years,  having  no  vote  you  felt  such 
an  interest  in  this  election,  as  to  give  away, 
sixty  or  seventy  pounds  ? 

Yes. 

The  witness  ordered  to  withdraw. 

John  Shaw,  called  in  and  szcorn. 

Where  do  you  live  ? 

At  Dunchurch. 

W  hat  are  vou  ?  • 

V 

I  keep  a  public  house. 

Are  you  a  voter  for  Coventry  ? 

Yes. 
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How  far  is  that  from  Coventry  ? 

About  ten  miles. 

Did  you  come  to  Coventry  at  the  time  of 
the  election  ? 

1  did. 

When  did  you  come  to  Mr.  Hewett’s  Fleur 
do  Lis. — How  did  you  happen  to  go  there? 

I  was  recommended  there  by  one  of  Mr. 
Barlow's  triends_,  his  name  is  Eglington. 

When  you  came  there,  what  did  you  do  ? 

I  eat  and  drank  there,  and  slept  there. 

Do  you  know  Hewett  ? 

Perfectly  well  from  a  child. 

Did  you  pay  for  what  you  eat  and  drank  ? 

1  would  have  paid,  but  he  would  not  let  me 
he  said,  I  was  welcome  he  should  be  paid  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  committee. 

Who  did  you  see  there. — Any  body  else? 

A  great  number. 

Who  were  they,  did  you  know  them  ^ 

I  knew  manvof  them  by  their  sight, 
hat  were  they  ? 

,  I’hey  seemed  to  be  freemen  ;  we  supped  to* 
gether. 

Do  you  know  if  any  of  them  lived  in  Co¬ 
ventry,  or  were  they  strangers  ? 

They  appeared  to  be  freemen . 

Ffow  do  you  know  they  w'ere  freemen  ? 

They*  said  they  were  freemen  in  their  dis¬ 
course. 

I  Was  you  there  more  than  one  night  ? 

'  Only  one  night. 

Had  you  any  demand  on  account  of  the 

i  election  ? 

I  Three  of  them  came  from  Coventry  to  ask 
for  my  vote,  and  stopped  at  my  house  two  0£ 
three  days. 

When  was  that  ? 
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About  the  4tb  or  5th  of  July  ;  and  it  was  on 
Saturday  tlie  lOth^  tlrat  I  was  at  Coventry. 

Do  you  know  wl;o  they  were  ? 

jSo^  1  do  not ;  1  was  busy-  and  took  very 
little  notice  oi'  them. 

H  ow  Iona:  did  they  stay  at  your  house  ? 

Two  Of  them  went  away  on  the  Tuesday, 
and  the  other  went  away  on  the  Wednesday. 

What  day  did  they  come  ? 

It  mi^ht'be  on  the  Monday;  or  it  might  be 
on  the  Tuesday. 

You  said  the  5th  of  the  month  ? 

It  might  be  on  the  4th  or  5J:b. 

Did  you  make  any  demand  of  your  bill 

Yes. 

Of  whom 

Of  Mr.  Williamson. 

Did  he  pay  you  ? 

He  did  not;  he  asked  me  if  I  w'ould  poll  for 
them,  I  said  the  bill  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that;  his  friends  had  been  at  my  house,  and  I 
wished  the  bill  to  be  paid,  that  1  should  poll  in 
the  course  of  the  week  following. 

What  did  he  dp  about  it  ? 

He  asked  me  if  I  tvas  doubtful  of  his  paying 
it? 

I  said  I  was  not  doubtful ;  I  said  I  supposed 
I  should  be  paid  before  I  polled,  if  I  was  paid 
at  all. 

What  did  he  do  then  ? 

He  asked  me  then  if  I  would  faithfully  pro¬ 
mise  him  to  poll  ? 

I  told  him  1  should  not  say  any  thing  much 
about  it,  if  he  would  pay,  I  would  very  likely 
serve  them  ;  he  asked  me  if  I  was  doubtful  of 
the  money,  he  was  one  of  the  committee,  and  I 
should  go  up  with  him,  and  he  would  pay  me. 

Did  you  go  any  where  with  him  ? 
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I  went  up  to  the  committee  vvithi^uij:. 

Where  was  the  committee  ? 

At  St.  Mary’s  Hall. 

’  He  accompanied  you  there  ? 

He  accompanied  me  there — ^The  committee 
was  broke  up^  I  saw  one  gentleman  that  I 
knew  who  was  coming  down  stairs,  that  was 
Air.  Carter. 

What  Air.  Carter  ? 

The  attorney;  that  gentleman,  (pointing  to 
Air.  Carter.) 

What  passed  ? 

Mr.  Carter  and  Air.  AVilliamson  had  some^ 
talk,  and  then  Air.  Williamson  told  me  I 
should  be  paid  in  the  morning,  and  I  am  not 
positive  ;  but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 
Air.  Carter  said  come  again  in  the  morning 
Air.  Shaw. 

AVhat  time  was  this  ? 

It  might  be  seven  o’clock  at  night,  if  not  a 
little  later. 

‘  Hid  any  thing  more  happen  after  that? 

No. 

Where  did  you  go  then. 

I  went  back  to- Air.  Hewett’s 

AVhat  day  was  this? 

Saturday  "the  10th  day  of  July  ;  next  morn¬ 
ing  Mr.  Goode  who  keeps  the  goal  came  to 
me  at  Air.  Hewett’s  in  pretty  good  time  in  the 
'morning. 

Which  of  the  Air.  Goode’s  ? 

I  don’t  know  them  ;  they  told  me  it  w^as  Air. 
Goode,  he  asked  if  there  was  one  Air.  Shaw 
there,  and  the  company  said  yes  ;  I  was  called 
into  the  yard,  he  asked  me  it  f  had  a  demand 
upon  their  folks,  I  told  him  yes  :  he  asked 
me  if  I  meant  to  serve  them,  I  told  him  1 
should ;  he  said  you  shall  soon  have  your  mo- 
ney. 
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Did  he  tell  you  how  you  should  have  your 
money  ? 

No;  he  said  I  should  soon  have  my  money, 
and  away  he  went;  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  one  Walker,  as  they  told  me,  came,  I  did 
not  know  him,  after  he  was  gone,  I  enquired, 
and  they  told  me  his  name  was  Walker ;  he 
was  a  little  man,  a  sharp  shinn’d  fellow. 

Did  you  get  your  money  ? 

Yes;  from  this  Walker. 

What  was  the  amount  of  that.? 

It  might  be  three  pounds,  fifteen  or  eighteen 
shillings  was  the  outside. 

All  this  was  at  the  Fleur  de  Lis  .? 

Yes,  in  the  yard. 

Was  this  the  sum  of  money  you  had  talked 
about  to  G  oode  ? 

Yes.  ■  .  . 

Was  this  the  sum  of  money  you  talked 
about  to  Williamson? 

'  It  was. 

What  did  you  happen  to  have  the  night  you 
supped  there  ? 

The  landlord  asked  me  what  I  would  like 
for  supper.  I  told  him  as  he  was  busy,  I  did 
not  care  what  it  was,  I  would  not  wish  to  put 
him  to  trouble ;  I  asked  if  he  could  get  ine 
some  pickled  salmon,  that  would  give  him 
the  least  trouble,  it  would  be  ready  cooked. 

Did  vou  get  it  ? 

I  did — we  had  pickled  salmon,  roast  beef, 
boiled  beef,  ale,  punch  and  brandy,  all  upon 
the  table  at  the  same  time. 

What  sort  of  party  was  there? 

There  were  four  or  five  sat  down  with  me  ; 
the  next  we  had  a  good  breakfast,  some  free¬ 
men  came  in,  and  I  said  we  live  rarely  ; 
**  a^'c,”  says  they,  it  is  keeping  it  up/' 
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Do  you  remember  any  particular  -persons 
who  were  there  ? 

No;  I  cannot  remember  any  particular  per¬ 
sons.  There  was  a  man  of  the  name  of  Eg- 
lington  and  his  wife,  who  were  neighbours  to 
me. 

.  Did  you  see  any  chaises  come  there  ? 

No. 

,  Is  Eglington  a  voter?  - 

Yes.  ^  *  * 

'Does  he  live  at  Dunchurch? 

He  lives  in  Dunchurch  parish,  about  a  mile^ 
from  me.  *  >  ' 

Ho  w  did  you  come  at  your  own  expence? 

I  came  at  my  own  expence. 

How  did  you  come  up?  . 

In  a  return  post  chaise, 
i  Where  did  you  get  that? 

jAt  the  King’s  Head  at  Coventr}' ;  they  cal¬ 
led  for  me.  '  ^ 

Did  any  body  go  with  you  ? 

Yes,  one  Jones. 

Can  'you  give  a  guess,  how  many  persons 
you  saw  there  eating  and  drinking  ^ 

'  I  cannot  tell,  I  saw  a  great  many. 

A  great  many  at  night? 

A  great  many. 

And  by  times  in  the  morning?'  - 
And  by  times  in  the  morning. 

When  \yas  this  ? 

On  the  10th  of  July,  and  I  left  It  (he  1  Ith.* 
rhis  bill  that  you  charged  was  a  fair  one  ? 

•  Yes.  ■  ,  '  . ' 

It  was  money  employed  in  that  way;  and- 
yoii  asked  it  as  money  spent  in  vour  iuuise, 
and  it  was  paid?  ' 

Yes. 

By  somebody  of  the  nanie  of  Walker? 

A  i\ 


j’oH.Kr  K:?tAfJri?rAtiok. 

Y os  ;  a  little  bow  le^jjed'  feildw'. 

You  polled  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mn  Moore  ?’ 
Yes,  tbe  bill  \\^as  paid'  me  dn  the  Sunday 
before  I  went  to  poll; 

Y<ni  took  the  bribery  oath  ? 

Yes. 

I  noW  ask  yoif  ujph  wh^’  day  of  tKe  efee- 
tion  you  polled? 

On  the  Thursday  or  Friday,  just,  about  the 
close  of  the  poll. 

Who  did  you  come  'i^ith  from  Punchurch 
to  Coventry,  when  you  went  to  poll  ? 

My  daughter  and  Mr.  Clarke 
William  Bicknell  Clarke.^ 

I  cannot  telU  • 

Pid  you  know  Mr.  Tipsoii  ? 

Very  well. 

Did  Mr.  Tipson  go  with  you  in  the  chaise  f 
}!e  did  no  tv 

Who  went  in  the  chaise  ? 

Mr.  Clarke,  my  daughter,  and  myself. 

Did  Mr.  Tipson  ride  by  the  chaise  ? 
lie  rode  on  horseback,  sometimes  before, 
and  sometimes  behind. 

Mr.  Clarke  lived  sometimes  at  your  house  at 
Diinchurch  t 
Vos,  he  did. 

.Mr.  Tipson  came  to  yon  there  sometimes  ? 
Yes. 

Mr.  Tipson  canviissed  you  for  Mr.  Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore? 

Yes  he  did.  ' 

Do  you  remember  at  that  time  owing  any 
money  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  Dr^yson  of 
tlie  Star  fnn  ? 

That  is  not  a  fdir  question. 

Did  you  owe  him  at  any  time  for  a  pocket 
of  hops 
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» 

i  owe  him  for  a  poclvet  of  hoj>s  noW.  . 

^  '  hat  time? 


Bo  you  remeffiher  mentioaing  any  thinff 
about  that  to  Mr.  Tipson  ? 

•  r cannot  say  I  do: 

Then  you  did  not  tell  Mr.  Tipson  you  owed 
that  money  to  Braysdn  ? 

.  I  don*t  know  that  I  did.  " 

Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  mention  to^ 
Mr.  Tipson,  that  yon  was  indebted  to  Drav- 
son  ? 

Yes;  I  told  bith  in  discourse  that  T was  in¬ 
debted  to  Mr.  Brayson,  ; 

Was  it  in  the  discourse  in  which  you  Was 
requested  by  Mr.  Tipson  to  vote?  for  Bird 

and  Mr.  Moore 
It  was. 

What  interest  could  Tipson  have  any  debt 
you  owed  to  a  man  of  the  name  of  Brayson  } 
Tipson  had  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Brayson. 
How  came  you  to  lOentioWit  f 
We  were  talking  of  the  quality  of  the  Hops. 
So  that  the  circumstance  of  your  being  in-, 
debted  for  Hops,  arose  from  the  quality!  of 
Hops  being  the  subject  of  conversation  ? 


Yes. 


And  you  introduced  the  circumstance,  that 
you  were  indebted  to  a  neighbouring  Inn¬ 
keeper  for  a  certain  sum  for  a  pocket  of  Hops  ^ 
I  never  told  him  what  the  price  was. 

But  you  mentioned  it  as  a  circumstance  that 
might  prevent  your  going  to  Coventry  to  vote  ? 

1  am  sure  I  didnot^  Mr.  Tipson  had  nothing 
to  do  with  my  settling  for  the  pocket  of  hops. 

Was  it  not  mentioned  to  you  as  a  circnm- 
stance  that  should  be  settled  before  you  went 
to  Coventry  to  vote  ? 
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No  ;  T  don’t  know  any  thing  of  the  kind  tliat 
he  should  settle  it. 

My  question  is,  whether  it  was  not  men  tioned, 
that  it  was  a  circumstance  that  you  wished  to 
be  settled  before  you  went  to  Coventry  to  vote?: 

_  Not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  it  was  ne¬ 
ver  rehearsed. 

Then  it  was  never  proposed  or  thought  of>. 
that  that  debt  should  be  settled  before  you  went 
to  Coventry  to  poll  ? 

,  It  was  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Then  to  your  knowdedge  it  was  not  settled 
before  you  went  to  Coventry  to  poll  ? 

No  it  was  not;  I  stand  indebted  to  him^ 
now.  ‘  ’ 

Then  it  is  not  true  that  Tipson  consented 
that  the  business  should  be  settled  by  Mr.^ 
Clarke  going  over  to  Drayson,  and  having  the 
account  settled.  '  ’  '  ' 

I  never  asked  Tipson  to  settle  for  my  Hops 
during  the  w^hole  course  of  the  election,  nor 
after  ;  I  was  to  pay  for  the  pocket  of  hops  as 
they  turned  out. 

Mr.  Clarke  had  nothing  to  do  with  your  con¬ 
cern  ? 

Nothing. 

He  had  nothing  to  do  with  Drayson  ? 

Nothing  that  I  know  of. 

Did  not  Mr.  Clarke  go^to  Mr.  Drayson,  and 
was  not  the  pocket  of  Hops  struck  out  of  Dray- 
son’s  book  ? 

I  never  asked  him  to  do  any  such  thing. 

Then  to  your  knowledge  the  pocket  of  Hops, 
was  not  struck  out  of  Mr.  Dray  son’s  book  be¬ 
fore  you  went  to  vote  at  Coventry 

It  was  not. 
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Mr.  Clarke  did  not  tell  you  he  had  been 
over  to  Mr.  Draysoii,  and  it  was  struck  out  of 
your  account  ? 

fo  the  best  ol  my  knowledge  he  did  not. 

Ml.  Clarke  never  told  you  lie  liad  been  over 
to  Mr.  Jirayson,  and  that  that  charge  was 
struck  out  of  the  book  f 
? 


You  did  not  know 
from  any  body  ? 

No. 


It  from  Mr.  Clarke, 


Ui 


You  did  not  know  it  was  struck  out  from  Mr. 
Drayson's  book  beforo  you  went  to  Coventry  ^ 
I  did  not.  ^  ' 

Bo  you  remember  any  proposition  being 
made,  that  any  money  should  be  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Clarke  at  all,  or  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Martha  Burbridgei’ 

No,  {  do  not ;  she  is  my  daughter. 

Bo  you  know^  if  it  w^as  proposed  by  Mr.  Tip- 
son,  that  the  money  sliould  be  deposited  in  ike 
hands  of  your  daughter  i* 

No, 

Nor  any  of  her  children  \ 

No. 


Then  you  never  lieard  of  that  proposal  f 
No. 


Chen  no  proposal  of  lodging  any  money  in 
the  hand  of  your  children  was  men  tioned  f 

Never. 

Then  Mr.  Tipson  of  course  could  not  object 
to  that  being  done-? 

I  never  asked  Mr.  Tipson  any  thing  of  the 
kind  ;  we  never  had  any  conversation  about  it 

Then  you  swear  yon  never  asked  Mr.  Tipson 
any  thing  about  it  before  you  went  to  Coven¬ 
try  ? 

I  did  not. 


n  b 
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Then  it  can’t  be  true  tlwt  you  asked  him  for 
ten  ^ 

•TilirsSCToS  1  «'« 

”S.rrd.csrirrs....pocb«of 

Hops,  seven  pounds,  j^g  nut  upon 

iWtknovv;  there  f '  Hops 

them  ’till  they  were  used ;  they  w ere  I 

“‘■youfS ’^T'cHrke,  and  Mrs.  Burbridge, 

went  togetbei  ? 

? OU  went  to  the  Dolphin  Inn  ? 

ntd  you  stop  by  the  way  at  the  Black  Dog  ? 

YoriSKl:  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 

.  V  frrM  Mr  Clarke  since  the  elec- 

-  calle.d  upon  you 

rotwrtandl;g  w^at  passed  to  pay  tor  the 
Imd'IoSaik  with  him  one  night  about 
not  told  Mr.  Clarke  since  the 

ribS  ^  "*■  ”7 

ntight  notwilhstand.ng.  j 

rscCT.  c  £ao‘:;;^ 

son  asked  me  bow  the  Hops  tuineu  o  , 

told  him  very  bad. 
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Dill  you  not  tell  Jtlr.  Clarke  that  Mr,  Dray- 

fon  hail  called  u|)on  you  to  pay  for  tirese 
xlops  ? 

1  cannot  charge  my  memory  to  say  whether 
1  did  or  not. 

’  Ilow  could  you  have  said  so,  if  nothing  had 

tlie  Hops  before? 
li.  Diayson  and  Air.  Clarke  was  very  inti¬ 
mate. 


Did  you  not  tell  Mr.  Clarke  notivitbstandinff 
\S-hat  passed  at  Duiiolmrch,  this  man  had  asked 
yon  tor  payment  ? 

Vejy  likely  1  mighty  to  the  best  of  my  know¬ 
ledge  1  do  not;  but  1  might. 

.  Have  you  since  the  election  told  Air.  Clarke 

Uuit  Air.  Drayson  has  called  upon  you  for  the 
Hops. 

I  don^t  know  that  I  have. 

Ho  you  believe  you  have  ? 

1  might  or  I  might  not;  I  don’t  remember 
any  thing  ot  such  conversation  passing. 

Will  you  swear  you  have  not  told  Air.' 
Clarke  Air.  Hrayson  has  called  upon  you  for 
the  Hops? 

If  I  did  say  the  word,  I  have  entirely  forgot 
It ;  It  has  slipped  my  memory. 

1  hen  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  did 
you  say  so  or  not  ? 

I  might  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

If  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  you  might 
have  said  so,  do  you  believe  you  did  say  so? 

I  never  heard  the  words  you  rehearse. 

I  ask  you  what  you  told  to  Air.  Clarke  ? 

I  don  t  know  that  we  had  any  conversation 
since  the  election  about  the  Hops,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge, 

_  Will  you  swear  you  have  not  told  Air. 
Clarke  since  the  election,  that  Air.  Hrayson  has 
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not  called  upon  you  for  the  payment  of  the 
Hops  ? 

1  can  swear  it. 

Ho  you  believe  he  has  ? 

I  believe  he  has. 

You  believe  he  told  Mr.  Clarke  Mr.  Hrayson 
had  called  upon  you  I 

Yes. 

Why  did  you  tell  Mr.  Clarke  Mr.  Hrayson 
had  called  upon  you  for  the  Hops,  unless  you 
had  told  Mr.  Clarke  what  was  settled  at  Hun¬ 
ch  urch  ? 

I  don’t  know  that  they  are  not  settled  for  to 
my  knowledge. 

Thbn  perhaps  you  have  some  belief  that  Mr. 
Clarke,  did  so  settle  for  those  Hops  at  Hun- 

cjhurch  ?  ^ 

1  do  not  know  any  thing  about  it. 

Ho  you  not  believe  that  Mr.  Clarke  did  settle 
lor  these  Hops  at  Hunchurch  ? 

I  do  not  believe  it ;  I  believe  he  did  not 
■:settle  for  them;  there  was  no  bill  or  receipt. 

I  know  there  was  no  receipt  and  no  bill. — 

Hid  hot  Mr.  Clarke  the  next  morning  tell 
Mr.  Tipson  in  your  presence,  it  was  settled  by 
striking  it  out  of  Mr.  Hrayson’s  book? 

I  don’t  remember  a  word  of  the  kind  j  I  have 
no  concerns  with  any  thing  about  that  kind. — 

1  never  asked  him  to  do  any  such  thing. 

Will  you  swear  you  did  not  know  before  you 
went  to  Coventry,  that  it  was  settled  by  striking 
it  out  of  Mr.  Hrayson’s  books  ? 

Not  that  he  settled  it ;  it  never  was  settled  to 
my  knowledge. 

My  question  is,  whether  you  did  not  know . 
^  and  believe,  from  what  passed  the  morning  you 
■went  to^  Coventry,  that  the  Hops  had  been 
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tied  for,  by  striking  oiU  the  charge  in  Mr. 

Dravson’s  book  t 

•/ 

Ido  not. 

^  oil  don’t  believe  it  ? 

I  do  not. 

\ou  did  not  liear  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Tipson,  relating  to  it  ? 

Not  to  my  knowleci  cro. 

Did  you  not  hear  them  talking  about  it,,  the 
morning  you  went  to  Coventry  t. 

I  did  not. 

When  did  you  ever  first  hear  of  Mr.  Draysoii 
having  struck  the  Hops  out  of  the  book  ? 

I  never  heard  that  he  had  struck  it  out. 

Then  you  luive  never  heard  from  an}^  body 
that  Mr.  Drayson  agreed  to  strike,  or  struck 
the  account  out  of  his  book  before  you  went 
to  Coventry? 

No. 

Not  after? 

No. 

Did  you  not  sav  this  to  Mr.  Clarke  since  the 
election,  that  Mr.  Drayson  had  called  upon 
voiT  for  some  trifling  things  which  you  thought 
had  been  settled  in  the  accounts  ? 

No,  I.  never  did. 

Then  you  did  not  tell  Mr.  Clarke,  that  Mr. 
Drayson  had  called  upon  you  for  any  thing 
since  the  elei^'tion  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Are  you  sure  of  that? 

I  am. 

Then  you  could  not  tell  him  you  thought 
all  had  been  settled  at  Dunchurch  ? 

No,  I  did  not. 

Nor  any  thing  of  that  kind? 

No. 
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Re-examination. 

Yon  purchased  of  Mr*  Dray  son  a  bag  of 
hops  ? 

I  did;  on  a  bargain  that'  they  wei'^e  to  be 
paid  for  as  they  turned  out. 

Were  they  old  hops  and  inferior  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  ever  before  Or  on  the  morning  of 
the  election,  or  at  any  time  from  that  day  tO’ 
this  authori:^  Miv  Clarke  to  settle  for  you  with' 
Mr.  Drayson  in  any  way  ? 

Never. 

Never  upon  your  oath  i* 

Never. 

Did  Mr.  Clarke  upon  the  morning  of  the 
election  tell  you  he  had  gone  and  settled  for 
them  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge: 

Have  you  any  doubt  of  it  ? 

No. 

If  any  thing  passed  between  Mr.  Clarke  and 
Mr.  Drayson  respecting  you,  was  it  by  your 
desire  or  with  .Jour  knowledge  ? 

It  was  not. 

'riierefore whatever  crossing  out,  or  whatever 
mio'ht  be  done,  you  was  not  privy  to  it.^ 

I  was  not. 

Nor  ever  was  told  of  it? 

.  No. 

You  said  also,  that  since  the  election  you 
Relieved  Mr.  Drayson  did  ask  about  payment  ? 

Yes. 

But  that  there  was  no  price  absolutely  fixed  ? 

No ;  and  I  was  not  to  pay  for  them  till  I 
had  used  their. 

Do  you  owe  him  for  them  now? 

Ye' » 
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Mas  there  been  any  one  moment  from  that 
fime  to  this- that  you  thought  you  was  not  his 
debtor,,  but  that  they  were  paid  for 

No,,  never. 

From  the  time  they  were  delivered  to  this 
time,  was  there  ever  a  moment  in  vvliich  you 
knew  or  had  reason  to  believe  you  was  not  a 
a  debtor  of  Mr.  Dray  son  ? 

Not  a  moment. 

You  say  vou  will  not  swear  thal‘ you  didmot 
tell  Mr.  Clarke  that  Mr*  Drayson  had  asked  for 
the  money  since  ? 

To  the  best* of  my  knowledge  I  never  men¬ 
tioned  a  word  to-  Mr.  Clarke. 

You  have  already  said,  with  respect  to  Mrs* 
Burbiidge,  you  never  knew  of  any  money 
being  put  into  her  hands  .f" 

No. 

Nor  into  the  hands  of  any  of  her  children^ 

No. 

You  say  you:  were  ^lot  to  pay  for  these  hops- 
till  after  they  were  used.^ 

No. 

Are  they  used  now  ? 

No,  they  were  very  bad  hops. 

Are  the  greatest  part  ©f  them  used 

I  should  suppose  I  have  used  a  hundred 
weight  out  of  the  bag. 

How  was  you  to  ascertain  the  quality  of 
those  hops 

By  the  using  of  them. 

By  the  quantity  it  took  with  a  certain  quan¬ 
tity  of  malt  ? 

'  Yes. 

Hpw  much  you  would  pay  for  them.? 

Yes  ^  he  said  he  would  not  hurt  me. 

And  these  hops  turned  out  very  bad  .?  -  1 

Yes, 
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And  for  wliat  you  know  they  were  so  bad  die 
will  not  expect  you  to  pay  any.  thing  ? 

Yes;  he  will  expect  soinetliing  for. them.  I 
gave  ten  pounds  a  bundled,  and  1  expect  to 
give  three  pounds  a  hundred  for.  these;  lie  told 
me  he  should,  expect  three  pound^s  fiiteen 
shillings,  but  1  told  him  that  was  too  much. 

When  was  the  hops  brought  to  you  ?. 

I  cannot  tell  to  a  month  or  six  weeks;-  but 
it  might  be  the  beginning  of  October,  or  a 
little  earlier  or  a  little  later, 

October  twelvemonth  jmu  mean? 

Yes. 

Has  Mr.  Dray  son  called  upon  you  to  pay 
for.  these  hops  since? 

No, 

Never  since  last  July.?. 

No ;  he  has  never  called  ;  he  talked  one  night 
about  it,  and  said  when  shall  you  and  1  settle 
about  these  hops,  but  he  never  asked  me  to 
jiay  for  them;  , 

You  are  not  sure  whether  you  talked  with 
Mr.  Clarke  about  Drayson  paying  for  these 
ho])s  ? 

I  did  not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

You  cannot  take  ^upon  yourself  to  swear 
that? 

i  cannot. 

if  Drayson  did  not  call  for  the  hops  at  all 
as  you  tell  us,  bow  can  you  say  you  did  not 
teli  Clarke  that  he  did  not  call  upon  you  ? 

I  did  not  ask  Mr.  Clarke  about  it. 

You  say  you  are  not  sure  whether  you  have 
not  told  Mr.  Clarke  since  July,  that  Dixiyson 
had  not  called  upon  you  for  the  hops  ? 

I  am  not  sure  ;  he  asked  me  w  hen  I  should 
pay  for  them  one  night  atliis  house? 
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So  that  if  YOU  have  had  any  conversation' 
■with  Clarke  about  it,  it  was  in  consequence  of 
Drayson  asking  you  that  question  ? 

Yes. 

If  you  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.. 
Clarke  how  came  you  to  have  that  conversa¬ 
tion  ? 

I  fell  into  conversation  in  the  kitchen,  and 
talked  about  the  quality  ol  the  hops. 

You  had  a  bill  of  three  pounds  odd  that 
Walker  paid  vou  ? 

Yes. 


Did  not  you  say  this  was  a  bill  incurred  by 
people  that  went  to  canvass  at  Dunchurch? 

Yes. 

Before  the  election? 

A  few  days  before  the  election,  I  don’t 
know  whether  it  was  the  Sunday  or  Monday  i 
two  went  the  second  day,  and  the  other  went 
the  third. 

They  were  people  that  came  to  canvass  ? 

Yes,  to  look  for  the  out-voters.. 

It  was  not  a  bill  contracted  by  people  going 
to  vote  at  the  election  ? 

No.  . 


Are  you  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  hops  of 
Mr.  Drayson  ? 

I  never  bought  any  of  him  before. 

How  long  fcfore  the  election  at  Coventry 
did  yoii  purchase  these  hops? 

About  October. 

Had  you  determined  before  you  left  your 
house  wlio  you  would  vote  for  ? 

Yes. 

I  suppose  you  were  canvassed  by  both  par¬ 
ties  ? 

Y  es.  i 
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Hud  you  any  particular  reason  for  voting 
for  one  party  more  than  the  other  r 

Not  the  least. 

H  ad  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Clarke 
about  striking  the  hops  out  of  the  book  ? 

I  had  not. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  any  other 
person  about  it  ? 

Not  the  least. 

Had  Mr.  I^i-nyson  frequently  asked  you  for 
the  money  before  the  election*? 

No. 

When  Walker  paid  you  your  bill  what  did 
he  say  ? 

After  he  had  paid  me  the  bill  he  asked  me 
to  drink. 

Before  he  paid  the  bill  ? 

He  asked  if  I  had  not  a  demand  upon  the 
gentlemen  of  the  committee^  and  I  said  yes. 

What  did  he  do  then  ? 

He  wrote  tw'o  or  three  lines  upon  a  bit  of 
paper,  and  1  put  my  name  to  it. 

What  became  of  the  piece  of  paper 

He  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Why  did  you  apply  to  Mr.  Williamson  for 
the  money  ^ 

Because  I  was  told  hy  one  Eglington  to  calk 
upon  him  ;  I  gave  the  bill  to  him. 

Eglington  look  the  bill  to  Williamson.? 

Yes;  and  Eglington  sent  me  word  up,  if  I 
would  call  he  wpuld  pay  me*. 

Who  did  he  send? 

A  post  boy;  and  when  I  went  to  Coventry 
he  told  me  he  had  been  with  Mr.  Williamson. 

You  had  made  upyour  mind  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Bird  and  Mr.  Moore,  before  you  went  to  ask 
for  your  bill  ? 
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.  Yes;  for  I  never  polled  for  the  corporation 
in  mv  life,  and  never  intend  it. 

Then  what  induced  you  to  go  to  live  at  the 
Fleur  de  lis  ? 

Eglington  asked  me  to  come  there. 

But  as  you  had  made  up  your  mind  to  poll, 
how  came  you  not  to  poll  the  first  time^you 
went? 

I  was  late,  the  poll  was  closed,  and  I  went 
back  the  next  dav. 

Do  you  swear  that  Hewetttold  you,  you  need 
not  pay  for  what  you  eat  and  drank  at  his 
house,  because  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee 
would  ? 

I  am  sure  of  it. 

Will  \'ou  swear  that  ? 

Yes?  I  said  he  was  running  long  lengths, 
and  he  said  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee 
would  satisfy  him. 

What  do  you  mean  by  running  long  lengths  ? 

Because  there  was  such  extravagance. 

Did  you  ask  Mr.  Williamson  yourself,  for 
the  bilf,  or  did  you  ask  him  by  means  of 
Eglington  ? 

I  went  down  to  Mr.  Williamson’s  house, 
after  1  had  heard  from  Eglington. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Perkins  by  sight? 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  him  at  Mr.  Plewett’s  house. 

I  did  not,  to  my  knowledge. 

Did  not  you  tell  Mr.  Goode  you  should 
vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 

I  did  tell  him  by  the  way  of  coming  at  my 
money,  or  else  I  should  never  have  got  it. 

But  at  that  time  you  was  determined  to  votq 
the  other  way? 

I  was.  ' 
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You  did  not  know  those  persons  that  can¬ 
vassed  you,  for  Mr.  JetYerysr 

No. 

You  know  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Tipson  very 

well  ?  - 

Yes;  and  many  others  that  called. 

Is  there  another  public  house  at  D unchurch  i* 
Yes;  seven  more. 

[Hewett  called  in  again,  and  part  of  Shaw’s 
evidence  read  to  him.] 

Hexoett — 1  declare  1  never  said  that. 

Mind,  you  are  upon  your  oath.'* 

I  am  very  clear  Shaw  was  at  my  house,  and 
took  a  supper,  and  slept  there,  and  I  never 

asked  him  for  any  thing. 

Did  you  say  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee 

would  pay  you  ? 


No. 


Did  you  give  him  any  reason  when  he  of¬ 
fered  to  pay  you,  wny  he  need  not  pay  you 
He  never  offered  to  pay. 

Did  he  tell  you  you  were  running  long 
lengths,  and  ask  who  was  to  pay  you.'* 

No;  in  the  morning  he  said  he  had  some 
business  to  settle,  and  be  stopped  at  my  house 
some  time  ;  but  said  nothing  of  that  kind. 


Ru»  -  aing  long  lengths  ? 

I  did  not  hear  any  such  thing. 

How  came  you  not  to  ask  him  for  money  ? 

I  considered  him  as  a  friend  to  the  cor¬ 
poration. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  respect  to 


his  voting? 

Yes ;  Shaw  said  he  was  come  upon  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  corporation  ;  and  he  said  his  rea¬ 
son  was,  he  was  not  used  well  by  Mr.  Bird  at 
the  election  before,  and  he  should  vote  tor  thfe 
corporation. 
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C^ucstio/i  to  Shuzv. — Did  you  say  that  ? 
f  might  very  likely  say  that. 

H;id  you  any  conversation  with  Hewett  re¬ 
specting  Captain  Barlow  or  l\lr..  Jcllervs,  on 
the  former  election  ? 

i^ot  that  1  recollect;  Hewett  asked  me  if  1 
should  serve  them^  and  I  said  yes. 

W  ere  you  determined  at  that  time  not  to 
serve  them  ^ 

^  es  ;  I  only  gave  that  answer  by  way  of 
coming  at  my  money. 

And  do  you  swear  positivelj^  that  Hewitt 
said  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  would 
pay  you 

I  did. 

Question  to  Hewett — Have  you  any  claim 
upon  any  body.?  ^  J  ^ 

None. 

Do  you  hear  himf 

I  have  never  said  so ;  if  I  had  not  conceived 
him  a  friend,  I  should  not  have  asked  him  to 

~  VVhat  h  ad  you  for  supper  ? 

-  Pickled  Salmon. 

Any  thing  else. 

I  donh  recollect. 

Did  you  ever  give  that  man  to  understand 
lect  y,  oi  iiidiiectly,  that  the  expeiices  of 
M  hat  that  man  had  would  be  defrayed  by  some¬ 
body  else? 

f^ever. 

Sarah  Sodcrij  called  in  and  sworn. 

■  You  are  the  wife  of  Thomas  Soden  ?  • 

I  es.  '  . 

■  You  keep  the  King’s-Head  at  Coventry  f 

C  c 
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Was  Mr.  Barlow  at  your  house  during  the 

election  ? 

Part  of  the  time. 

He  used  to  dine  there  frequently? 

When  the  other  gentlemen  did. 

Who  do  you  mean  by  the  other  gentie- 

men?  ,  . 

Some  a-entlemen  in  the  town  that  used  to 

come  and  dine  ;  Mr.  Woodcock,  Mr.  Inge, 
Dr.  Simpson  :  I  don’t  know  all  their  names. 

Did  the  same  gentlemen  dine  there  when 

Captain  Barlow  dined  ?  •  i  ii 

They  dined  several  days  during  the  poll. 
They  dined  one  day  at  your  house,  and 

another  at  the  Bear? 

They  did. 

Which  room  did  they  use  to  dine  m  i 
The  room  we  call  the  dining  room. 

Is  there  any  other  room  in  which  there  was 
company  in  the  same  interest,  living  in  Co- 

Yen  try  ? 

No*  other  person  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Bar- 
low  and  Mr.  Jefferys  came  to  your  house,  ex¬ 
cept  those  that  dined  theie  ? 

No  other  belonged  to  them  particularly. 
Belonging  to  the  election  party  ? 

I’heie  were  freemen  dined  sometimes  that 
CtiTue  from  London  by  the  coach.  .  _ 

Were  there  any  freemen  that  lived  m  Co¬ 
ventry  ? 

Not  that  dined  at  our  house. 

Did  they  use  to  come  during  the  day  ? 

No  ;  none  dined  but  those  that  came  from 

London  by  the  coach.  i  . 

Were  there  any  freemen  that  lived  in  Co¬ 
ventry  ? 

Not  that  dined  at  our  house. 

Did  they  use  to  come  during  the  day  ? 
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No;  none  dined  but  those  that  came  from 
London  in  tlie  coaches,  and  they  had  not  ahy 
thing  else. 

What  number  might  you  have  of  them  ? 

Very  uncertain,  eighteen,  a  dozen,  or  twenty. 

Did  they  use  to  stay  at  your  house  and 
sleep  there? 

Some  of  them  did,  that  came  with  the 
coaches. 

Did  they  use  to  pay  for  what  they  had  ? 

Some  did  and  some  did  not. 


-Who  paid  for  those  that  did  not  pay  for 
themselves  ? 

They  are  not  paid  for  yet;  I  don’t  know 
who  is  to  pay  for  them. 

By  whose  orders  did  they  receive  the  enter¬ 
tainment? 

W e  had  no  orders  from  and  body,  we  do 
not  know  who  will  pay  for  it. 

Do  you  expect  to  be  paid  ? 

I  do  not  know  that  we  shall. 

I  ask  you  if  you  expect  it  ? 

I  don’t  know  who  to  expect  it  from;  we  have 
had  no  promise,  we  did  not  know  any  more 
thtin  you  did. 

Do  you  expect  to  be  paid  by  any  body  ? 

I  don’t  believe  we  shall  really. 

When  you  furnished  this  entertainment  did 
you  expect  to  be  paid? 

At  other  elections  we  used  to  he  paid  after 
the  election  was  over  by  some  body ;  I  don’t 
know'  who. 

But  this  election  you  had  no  promise  ? 

No. 

Did  you  at  the  time  you  made  this  enter¬ 
tainment  expect  to  be  paid  ? 

We  expected  it  would  be  paid  for,  as  it  was 
at  other  elections. 


c  c  2 
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VVbo  did  you  expect  it  from  ? 

I  don’t  know.  .. 

Do  you  expect  it  from  miy  particular  party^ 

or  any  piyrticular  person  ? 

No  ;  no  particular  person,  I  am  sure. 

How  did  you  form  such  expectations,  li 
there  was  nobody  to  fulfil  them  ? 

As  at  other  elections. 

ho  mii^'lit  pay  the  la&t  eleetiou  ; 

I  don’t  know. 

Was  you  paid  at  the  last  election  ? 

1  don’t  know ;  I  suppose  i  was. 

Did  you  expect  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  l«o 

pay  3"ou 

N  o .  ^  - 

Did  vou  expect  any  body  on  their  part  to 

pay  ycm. — Did  vxm  expect  Mr.  Barlow  and 

Mr.  jeffervs  to  pay  you  ? 

We  liad  no  right  to  expect  it  from  them  1  am 


sure. 

Did  you  expect  it  froiiT  them? 


No. 

'  Did  you  expect  it  from  the  corporation  .? 

We  iiad  no  order  from  the  corporation. 

You  had  no  orders  at  all  ? 

No;'wherf  people  came  in  the  coaches,  we 
got  dinner  for  them. 

And  you  got  beds  for  them  and  supper? 
There  were  not  many  of  them  slept. 

When  people  come  and  eat,  and  dunk,  and 
sleep,  you  sometime  ask  for  your  reckoning? 


Yes. 

Why  did  you  not  in  this  instance  more  than 

at  any  other  time  of  the  year  ? 

W  e  thought  they  would  be  paid  afterwards  as 
they  had  been  at  otlier  electione  ;  but  1  don’t 
know  who  was  to  pay  it. 
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Who  did  you  expect  should  pay  for  them  ? 
I  can  t  tell  that  indeed. 

Jo  you  mean  that  you  do  not  know  it  ^ 
i  es  ;  i  do. 

You  do  not  know  from  what  quarter  ? 

:^o;  It  we  are  not  paid  we  must  lose  it. 

gave  cidi!"‘  whose  account  you 

I  can't  tell. 

You  gave  credit  to  those  people  in  the  wav 
fea“son  oTno’  '"‘r- 

Th:;Tbad7ot  ' 

Though  you  expected  to  be  paid,  thoueh 
you  furn.shed  those  people  in  coLequence®of 

vou  ktn?®  “  bill  was  incurred, 

30U  kept  ail  account  I  suppose  ? 

Yes. 

expence  was  incurred,  and  vou 
expected  to  be  paid,  you  swear  you  had"  no 

fh7v  7“  ‘"'7  q^anerhrom  what 

*  n7  *  ■'“ly  particular  person  ? 

No  particular  bodies  ? 

No. 

Nor  committee  ? 

I  do  not  know  of  any  committees, 
demood^’'®'  committee  that  you  un- 

No. 

No  member  of  the  coi-poration  of  Coven- 

jy. 

None. 

No  person  active  in  the  election  ? 

No. 


\C  c  3 
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Then  none  of' these  persons,  directly  or  in¬ 
directly,  were  the  persons  who  were  to  pay 
ou  ? 

No. 

And  yet  you  expect  to  be  paid  ? 

Yes;  but  we  did  not  know  by  whom. 

Is  your  husband  member  of  the  council . 

1  fancy  be  is. 

Do  you  not  know'  he  is  ? 

Yes. 

He  is  a  farmer  too  ^ 

\  es.  ' 

He  keeps  to  his  farming  business,  and  yon 
to  the  business  of  the  house  ? 

Yes. 

Had  any  body  an  opportunity  of  knowjng 
what  passes  at  your  house,  so  much  as  you  do  ? 
No. 

Have  you  the  management  of  the  house. 

T  es. 

Therefore,  all  that  ever  has  passed^  and  all 
that  has  been  done,  was  under  your  direction  ? 
Yes, 

At  those  dinners  you  spoke  of,  you  told  me 
Mr.  Inge  and  Mr.  Woodcock  were  there  ? 

I  canh  remember  all  of  them. 

AYas  Alderman  Williamson  there  ? 

I  don’t  think  he  ever  was. 

Mr,  Ewbank  .f* 
i  believe  Mr.  Ewbank  was. 

Mr.  Carter  ? 

Yes ;  1  believe  he  w  as  one  day. 

Did  the  same  company  in  general  dine 

there? 

Much  the  same. 

The  gentlemen  who  dined  there  paid  you  ? 
Yes  :  they  had  a  bill  every  night. 
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Why  did  not  you  make  out  a  bill,  for  those 
you  did  not,  as  well  as  those  you  did  know  r 

We  were  in  hopes  we  should  be  paid  some 
timej  we  had  no  orders,  nor  any  reason  to 
think  we  should  be  paid. 

How  came  a  bill  to  be  nmde  out  for  this  se¬ 
lect  party  ■ 

The  gentlemen  ordered  it ;  some  of  the  other 
persons  might  pay,  but  1  don’t  know. 

They  had  no  bill  however  ? 


Do  vou  recollect  what  was  the  amount  of 

%/ 

the  bill,  if  any  body  should  be  kind  enough  tO 
pay  it  .?  -  ^ 

1  have  not  cast  it  up. 

Can  you  guess  within  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds  ? 

1  should  not  think  it  mucli  more  than  that ; 
but  I  cannot  pretend  to  say. 

Do  you  think  it  is  under  forty  or  fifty  pounds  ? 
I  cannot  say. 

Do  you  know  enough  of  it,  to  know  that  it 
is  under  one  hundred  pounds  .? 

Yes. 


Do  you  think  itisV.nder  eighty  pounds  ? 

I  do  not  know  that. 

You  arc  not  sure  .? 

No. 

There  is  no  bill  made  out  vet .? 

No. 

1  need  hardly  ask  you,  whether  Mr.  Bird 
and  Mr.  Moore  can'ie  to  your  house,  or  any  of 
their  friends  .? 

No. 

Suppose  any  persons  who  were  known  to  be 
their  iriends  had  come  into  tlie  house,  should 
you  have  given  them  credit  if  they  had  come 
down  by  the  coaches  ? 
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We  should  have  given  them  credit  thesame^ 
I  am  sure. 

Even  it  their  friends  had  come  to  your  house^ 
they  would  have  had  credit  the  same? 

To  be  sure  they  would. 

Then  having  given  them  credit  the  same, 
should  you  expect  to  be  paid  by  them? 

If  we  had  known  Mr.  Bird’s  and  Mr. 
Moore’s  friends. 

I  am  asking  you,  if  your  house  was  open  to 
their  friends,  suppose  a  coach  load  had  come? 

If  they  had  chose  to  have  dined,  the}"  must 
have  dined. 

I  mean  a  party  of  Mr.  Moore’s  and  Mr. 
Bird’s  friends,  that  were  known  to  be  so,  had 
come  to  your  house,  would  you  have  let  them 
dine  without  paying  ? 

I  should  have  expected  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
Moore  to  pay. 

But  for  Mr.  Bari  ow’s  an  d  Mr.  Jeffery’s 
friends,  you, don’t  know  who  ought  to  pay  you  ? 

No. 

Mr.  Mills. — There  is  no  doubt  your  husband 
was  a  friend  to  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys? 

Yes. 

Were  there  not  public  houses,  to  which  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  went,  as 
well  as  houses  to  which  the  friends  of  Mr.  Bar- 
low  and  Mr.  Jefferys  went  ? 

Yes. 

The  coaches  stopt  at  your  house  ? 

Yes. 

Whatever  expence  was  incurred,  was  for 
provision  and  entertainment  for  out  voters,  was 
it  not  ? 

Yes. 

Mr.  boden  I  am  told,  is  one  of  the  council  ? 

Yes. 
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How  often  in  ten  years  has  your  husband^  the 
fariner_,  attended  tlie  council  ? 

Not  live  times  I  dare  say. 

The  gentlemen  that  dined  there  were  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr  Jetferys  during 
the  poll.? 

Yes. 

Sometimes  fifteen^,  sometimes  more^  some¬ 
times  less. 

Yes. 

I)o  yon  know  of  any  particular  restriction  of 
persons  who  were  to  dine  there  .? 

Not  that  I  heard. 

Were  you  to  permit  none  but  committee¬ 
men  to  dine  there  ? 

No. 

They  were  the  friends  of  Mr.  Barlow  and 
Mr.  Jefferys^  and  they  paid  for  their  dinners  .? 

Yes. 

/ 

Did  you  receive  any  direction  or  order  of 
any  kind  from  any  of  the  corporation  as  a 
body  ? 

No. 

From  any  of  the  members  af  the  corpora¬ 
tion  as  such  i 

No. 

Did  you  ever  refer  to  any  of  the  corporation 
for  directions? 

None. 

Did  you  ever  apply  to  them  to  be  paid. — Did 
you  ever  apply  to  Captain  Barlow  for  the  ex¬ 
penditure  ? 

Never.  '  .  ' 

Captain  Barlow  lodged  at  your  honse.^ — Did 
you  ever  ask  him  whether  such  things  should 
be  allowed  or  not? 

No.  / 

Did  he  give  aiiy  orders  at  all  about  it  ? 

No. 


f 
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Did  lie  ever  interfere  at  all  iti  the  entertain¬ 
ments  in  the  house  ? 

No. 

1  believe  you  had  not  much  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. — Do 
you  remember  when  Colonel  Brooke  was  at 
your  house  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  remember  what  condition  your 
house  was  in , 

There  was  a  great  mob  about  the  house  r 

Was  it  safe  for  him  to  stay  there  f 

Not  for  several  hours. 

Was  your  house  itself  in  danger 

Yes ;  I  was  obliged  to  send  for  protections 
to  keep  the  door. 

Do  you  know  of  any  expenditure,  or  any 
thino-  given  to  the  voters  and  freemen  of  Co-, 
ventrv,  that  were  not  out-voters  who  came  to 
your  house 

No  5  I  do  not. 

Then  all  that  is  due  to  you  arises  from  them  ? 

Yes. 

W  as  it  mere  meat  and  drink,  or  a  lavish  ex¬ 
penditure  ? 

Nothing  at  all  superfluous,  very  moderate. 

Do  you  believe  it  may  come  within  fifty 
pounds  ? 

I  cannot  pretend  to  say. 

But  within  one  hundred  pounds,  you  are 
quite  sure  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  of  any  other  houses  open  in 
Coventry  besides  youYs  ? 

I  do  not  call  it  open,  because  we  had  only 
these  voters  come. 

Were  any  public  houses  open  in  Coventry  ? 

T  do  not  know  of  any. 
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Will  you  take  upon  you  to  swear  there  wei'e 
not  houses  open  in  Coventry;  I  do  not  ask  on 
either  side,  or  which  side  ? 

I  cannot  tell;  I  was  never  out  of  my  own  house, 

Mr.  Const. — If  it  had  not  been  for  this  peti¬ 
tion,  would  you  have  applied  for  your  bill  to 
any  one  before  this  ? 

I  don’t  know  whether  we  should  Or  not ;  we 
should  not  have  known  who  to  apply  to. 

I  think  you  said  the  amount  of  your  bill  was 
about  fifty  pounds  ? 

I  cannot  pretend  to  say  what  sum ;  I  don’t 
know. 

Your  husband  is  a  member  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion 

Yes. 

Has  he  always  supported  the  corporation  in  ’ 
terest  in  Coventry  ? 

'  Yes. 

What  is  the  way  in  which  you  keep  your  ac¬ 
counts. — When  a  traveller  comes  in  is  the 
amount  of  what  he  has,  put  down  in  a  book  at 
your  bar  ;  or  did  the  waiter  say  what  he  has 
delivered  ? 

The  waiter  said  what  he  delivered. 

W  as  that  the  case  with  the  out-voters  ?  - 

Yes. 

In  what  book  was  it  entered  ? 

It  was  entered  in  a  book  that,  we  enter  othex 
things  in. 

Have  those  articles  which  relate  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  been  taken  out  of  the  book,  and  made  a 
separate  account  ^ 

I  do  not  know  that  they  have. 

Will  you  swear  they  have  not  ? 

I  never  did ;  and  X  don’t  know  tihat  th.ev 
have. 
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lias  the  care  of  those  books  ? 

I  have  in  part. 

Would  any  body  make  apy  extracts  from 
those  books  on  your  account^  Avithout  your  di¬ 
rections  ? 

I  don’t  know  that  they  could. 

Have  any. extracts  been  made  from  those 
books  ^ 

I  don’t  know  that  there  have. 

Have  you  given  any  directions  for  making  it 

out  i* 

No. 

At  what  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally 

make  up  your  accounts  ^ 

We  don’t  put  down  in  our  book  every  thing 
that  gentlemen  travellers  have. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  you  don’t  know  at  the 
end  of  a  certain  time  whether  you  have  lost  or 
gained  by  your  trade  ? 

,  No ;  we  do  not  examine  the  books. 

Captain  Barlow  paid  his  bill  every  day? 

Yes. 

Then  there  is  nothing  owing  from  Captain 
Barloiv  to  you  ? 

A  dinner  or  so,  nothing  else. 

Is  it  lOl.  r 

No,  nor  as  many  shillings.  , 

What  directions  had  the  waiters  about 
■ndiom  they  should  charge  and  whom  they 
should  not  charge? 

They  had  no  directions  at  all,  because  they 
knew  we  Avere  not  paid. 

There  Avas  a  bill  carried  in  to  the  gentlemen 
who  dined  ? 

Yes. 

AVhat  description  of  persons  were  they  of, 
whom  the  Avaiter  Avas  required  not  to  take 
any  thing. — 1  Avant  to  kuoAV  Avby  the  Avaitc* 
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should  take  upon  himself  not  to  report  to  jour 

dmr  what  he  had  -d(.livercd  to  particular  poo- 
.ple?  ^  ^ 

■  Because -he  knew  the  account  would  not  go 
in,  and  would  not  be  j^aid. 

-  As  to  the  account  of.vvhat  they  had  had^  why 
Was  the  waiter  not  to  report  the  legs  of  mutton 
or  'chickens,  or  -whate-ver  there  were,  at  your 
bar,  both  eating  and  drinking  ? 

VV'^e  put  it  dowm  certainly. 

Then  there  is  an -account  which  could  be  re¬ 
ferred  ;to  ? 

I  suppose  they  could,  if  I  was  at  home. 

There  is  an  account  ? '  ‘ 

•Yes. 

^  oil  have  expended  a  certain  quantity  of 
money  at  the  election,  which  you  do  not  iiman 
to -give;  do  you  or  do  j^ou  not  expect  that  the 
money  expended  by  you  in  provisions  and 
drink,  is  to  come  out'of  your  pocket? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Did  you  expect  that  it  wns  given  ? 

1  was  afraid  it  would,  agreat^part,  because 
we  had,  no  orders  from  any  body  to  let  a 
farthingsworth  go,  and  therefore  we  did  not  ex- 
pec’^t  we  should  be  paid  for  a  great  part  of  it. 

Did  you  receive  orders  from  an v  person  at 
the  former  election  and  got  paid  ? 

got  paid,  but  I  don't  know  by  whom, 

in  former  contests  you  have  given  meat  and 
d  rink,  and  lodging,  tomut  lying  voters,  without 
receiving  a  specific  order  fioin  any  body  ? 

Yes, 

After  which  you  have  been  paid  ? 

Yes. ' 

Upon  your  oath  do  yon  not  expect  it  at  this 
'election  ? 

i  rim  sure  I  cannot  pretend  to  ray. 
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You  must  know  wliether  you  expect  to  be. 
out  of  pocket  the  whole  sum  ol  money  ex- 
pciulcd  at  the  election  ? 

J  do  expect  it  to  he  paid  certainly.  ^ 

Because  they  have  had  it;  but  we  don  t 
know  from  whom  to  expect  it. 

Tiieii  you  have  the  same  reason  to  expect  it, 
as  at  former  elections? 

Yes. 

lias  your  house  ever  been  opened  in  any 
interest,  but  the  corporation  interest,  withm 
the  last  iifLeen  years. 

.No.  . 

Y^our  house  has  iiniformerly  been  in  the 

corporation  interest  ? 

It  has. 

What  is  the  fare  of  a  passenger  from  Lon¬ 
don  to  Coventry?  W 

The  inside  is'll.  §s.  the  outside  14s.^ 

Did  any  of  the  out-lying  voters  bring  their 
friends  who  lived  in  Coventry  with  them? 

They  might;  but  I  don’t  know  that  they 

did.  r  1  r 

Do  you  know  of  any  of  the  rest  of  the  tree- 

men  of  Coven  ry,. coming  to  partake  of  retresh- 

n.ents  at  your  house  without  paying  tor  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

Were  the  out-voters,  who  came  down  by 
the  coaches,  at  liberty  to  bring  any  friend  they 
pleased  to  partake  of  the  refreshments  ? 

T  do  not  tliink  they  were  at  liberty. 

Did  they  in  fact  bring  any  of  the  persons 
residing  in  Coventry  to  retresh  ? 

1  do  not  know.  ^  i  •  i 

You  must  know;  you  are  acquainted  wiUi 

all  the  |)crsous  in  Coventry? 

'  No,  1  am  not. 
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have  y©u  lived  at  Coventry? 
thirty-one  years. 

ill  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say,  these 
oiU-lying  voters  did  not  bring  any  of  the  resi¬ 
dent  freemen  to  your  house  ? 

I  don  t  think  they  did,, but  I  cannot  say  that 
upon  iny  oath. 

\CaS’  there  any  direction  given  to  any  wait¬ 
ers,  to  ask  a  person  whether  1ie  was  an  out- 
jying  or  resident  voter,  previous  to  supolviri^^ 
Inm  With  what  he  wanted  ?  i  ^  -  o 

I  don’t  think  there  was. 

^  liouses  vvrre  opened 

for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 

1  suppose  tliey  did,  in  the  same  way  as  they 
dm  at  ours. 

Have  you  uny  reason  to  believe  anv,  and 
what  houses,. were  open  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr 
M  oore  ? 

I  have,  heard  there  were  houses  open  :  I  have 

heard  that  Mr.  Bird’s  friends  went  to  other 
houses. 

Of  your  own  knowledge? 

-b<o  ;  1  cannot  pretend  to  say  that. 

Do  yon  know  to  what  houses  the  coaches 
bringing  the  voters  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  . Bird 
and  Mr.  Moore  went? 

The  coache.s  go  to  no  other  house,  but  ours 
and  the  Bear  ;  i  believe  there  may  some  go  to 
the  Castle,  Ido  not  know. 

Can  you  name  any  specific  house  that  was 
Opened  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 

,  I  have  heard  there  were  people  dined  at  the 
V/hite  Horse'every  day. 

Is  there  any  other  house  ? 

No. 

Do  .you  not  know  of  your  own  knowledo-e 
that  the  persons  brought  down  by  the  coaches 
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of  M  r.  Birds  friends,  were  carried  to  Mr.  Bird’s 
own  house? 

1  don.’t  know;  I  have  heard  the  White  Horse 
was  open. 

The  witness  ordered  to  withdraw* 


IVilUam  Sparkes,  called  in  and  sworn. 

h  e  re  d  o  y  o  u  1  i  v  e  ? 

In  Noltingdunn. 

Are  you  a  voter  in  Coventry 
"V  cs. 

Was  you  at  Coventry  the  last^  general  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

1  was.  ^  ' 

Was  3^ou  employed  in  any  part  of  the  elec¬ 
tion?  .  ■' 

Not  particularly. 

Had  you  occasion  to  attend  any  committee.? 

1  attended  the  committee  for  the  receipt  of 

my  expence.  ^ 

Which  committee  did  you  attena  I 
At  the  Cxoai- Hall. 

Who  did  you  see  there  ? 

M  r.  Ihoinas  Sliarpe  was  the  gentleman  who. 
paid  me,  and  Mr.  Wood,  each  was  there  ;  I  do< 
not  recollect  any  other  gentlemen.  > 

What  did  you  receive  there? 

Two  pounds  fifteen,  the  expences  of  my 
journey  from  Nottingham  to  Coventry,  to¬ 
gether  With  that  or  Valentine  Budd,  whoni  X. 
brought  with  me  from  Nottingham;  I  defray¬ 
ed  his  e.xpences  by  the  direction  ot  Mr.  Wm. 
Payne. 

Had  you  any  interview  with  Mr.  Barlow  and 

Mr.  Jetferys?  ;  at  i  f 

I  was  tlial  evening  introduced  to  Mr.  Jet- 

ferys,  at  the  White  Bear  Inn,  with  a  person, 

with  whom  I  supped. 
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J)id‘ you  sleef)  with  him  ?  -  “ 

loom. 

iio  \yas  in  tiie  room  were  vou  supped  ^ 
Myselt;^ Valentine  Budd,  a*"  person  ot  the 
i>atne  ot  Cuiduott,  who  came  in  liiat  evenim^r, 
vand  i  suppose  from  twelve  to  twenty,  persons: 
1  did  not  know"  them  all. 

Do  you  liappen  to  know  wdiether  the}"  w'ere 
lesident  in  Coventry  or  not  ? 

^  I  think  1  lecollect  one  person  who  was  re¬ 
sident  in  Coventry. 

hat  is  his  name  ^ 

I  think  his  name  is  Eaves. 

here  about  in  Coventry  did  he  live.^ 

1  think  in  Grey  Friars  Lane, 

Was  he  a  voter 

Yes  ;  and  in  general  a  pretty  active  bustling 
man  at  an  election..  ^ 

lie  was  of  the  party  tvhich  supped  with  vou  ^ 

I  es,  ^  ■ 

Did  you  see  him  afterw"ards  ?  , 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  the  Fleur  de  lis 
Yes. 

Was  you  ever  there  ^ 

Yes. 

It  is  kept  by  Hewett  .L- 
Yes. 

What  did  you  go  there  for. 

1  frequently  called,  1  wished  to  render  the 
•paity  I  intended  to  serve,  any,  service  I  was 
cipable  of;  when  I  wanted  tohee  individuals 
1  in  general  went  there,  as  there  were  general¬ 
ly  a  number  of  persons  there  from  morninc  till 
even  111  or.  »  ' 


What  description  of  persons  were  there  ^ 
lageneral  the  lower  order.  '  ’  ' 
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Wiiere  tliese  persons  composed  of  out-voters 
or  residents,  or  botli  ? 

J>oth  indjfferentl V. 

Did  they  eat  or  drink  there? 

1  don’t  recolject  seeing  any  person  eat  there, 
I  rather  think,  I  was  never  there  at  meal  tiines^ 

Did  you  ever  see  any  other  refreshment? 

Yes  ;  Ale,  rum  and  water,  and  brandy^  and 
water. 

Did  you  pay  for  any  other  person  ? 

I  paid  for  the  person  I  took  with  me,  but 
afterwards  1  was  informed. 

Was  you  i  n formed  by  any  body  concerned 
in  t};e  election  ? 

No  1  had  frequently  had  refreshment. 

Was  you  ever  asked  for  payment? 

No ;  1  sometimes  paid,  but  if  1  was  in  a  hurry 
I  did  not,  neither  was  there  any  necessity ;  any 
2^ersoii  might  go  in  and  drink  and  leave  the 
house  without  paying. 

Ih:)  you  mean  he  might  da  it  as  a  friend  of 
‘  Hewett’s,  or  for  any  other  reason  i’ 

I  cannot  speak  positively  as  to  that. 

Did  th  ose  persons  who  went  there  pay  for 
what  they  wanted,  or  was  it  given  away  with¬ 
out  ? 

I  dare  say  I  had  seen  to  the  number  of  fifty 
persons,  and  ail,  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  had 
no  occasion  to  pay;  there  was  no  demand 
made  for  paynnent. 

Did  they  partake  of  liquor  and  refreshment? 

Yes  ;  all  had  brandy  and  water,  and  rum 
and  water. 

Was  that  confined  to  a  few  ])articular  friends 
of  Hewett’s,  or  was  it  general  ? 

It  was  general,  there  was  nothing  demanded. 

Was  it  not  so  understood  by  every  body  ? 
Yes. 
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‘  And  at  many  of  these  times  you  have  been 
present? 

,  I  cannot  specify  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons.  ‘ 

In  what  interest  were  those  persons  ? 

I  riends  of  Captain  Rarlow  and  jMr.  Jefferys. 

^  on,  yourselfj  1  believe^  did  vote  I’or  them  ? 

I  did. 

And  did  not  you  do  what  you  could  to  serve 
them  ? 

I  did. 

When  you  took  Rudd  to  the  Fleur  de  lis^ 
you  paid  for  him  .? 

I  paid  for  him  more  than  once. 

flow  far  is  Nottingham  trom  Coventry? 

Fifty-two  miles;  but  I  went  by  way  of 
Birmingham  to  avoid  sleeping  on  the  road. 

You  were  paid  two  pounds  fifteen^  as  that 
your  expences  on  the  road  ? 

Yes;  including  what  I  had  expended  with 
Rudd  in  Nottingham;  he  remained^  I  believe 
till  after  the  chairing,  at  least,  he  so  informed 
me. 


.  And  was  that  the  fair  expence  of  brin"-ing 
your  friend  from  Nottingham  to  Coventry 
jTrior  to  his  voting  ?  . 

Yes. 

Flow  often  have  you  been  at  the  Fleur  de 
Lis  ? 


.  I  cannot  ascertain  the  number  of  times,  I 
think  I  was  tliere  a  dozen  times. 

You  said  you  sometimes  paid,  and  some¬ 
times  did  not  pay  ? 

^The  fiistday  1  did  pay,  not  knowing  it  "svas 
wnat  we  considered  an  open  house.  -  . 

You  paid  on  the  Monday  ? 

I  did. 


Were  you  there  on  Tuesday  ? 
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i  .  T’wsis  on  the  Mondny  afternoon,  I  did  not 
pay  ;  I  paid  on  Monday  morning,  1  was  not' 
there  on  Monday  evening,  1  called  two  or 
three  times  on  Tuesday,  h  expected  io  have 
found  the  person  1  brought  with  me  from  Not-- 
tingbam  there,  but  1  did  not  meet  with  him. 

jDid  you  drink  every  time  in  the  house  ? 

I  drank  twice  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Can  you  venture  to  swear  no  one  of  the  per¬ 
sons  paid  ? 

I  cannot  s\vear  that,  but  I  rather  think  no 
person  paid,  it  was  optional.  I  will  swear  that 
1  did  not  pay  from  the  period  I  was  informed 
it  was  unnecessary  for  us  to  pay. 

Who  informed  you? 

I  don’t  recollect. 

Did  vou  come  with  a  determined  resolution 
of  supporting  Mr.  ihirlow  and  Mr  Jefferys? 

I  came  in  consequence  of  a  promise  1  had 
made;  my  nephew  wrote  to  me,  desiring  me 
to  make  his-  father’s  house  my  own,  but  I  did 
not. 

You  did  not  eat  any  thing  at  the  Fleur  de 
Lis? 

No,  l  only  drank;  I  did  not  eat,  nor  did  I 
see  any  person  eating. 

At  the  different  times  while  you  were  at  the 
Fleur  de  Lis,  did  you  see  any  distinction  made 
between  a  resident  and  a  non-resident  voter  ? 

Not  the  least. 

A  resident  voter  by  going  to  that  house 
might  have  obtained  liquor  ? 

Yes,  I  know  those  that  had. 

The  two  pounds  fifteen  was  paid  to  yon  at 
the  Gaol  Hall  ? 

Yes. 

Do  yon  mean  two  pounds  fifteen  was  paid 
by  an  order  there,  or  in  money  ? 


WILLIAM  SPARKE's  EXAMINATION.  273 

In  money,  I  received  it  at  the  committee^ 
irom  Mr.  Sharp. 

Do  you  know  Alderman  Perkins  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  him  at  the  Fleur  de  Lis  ^ 

I  do  not  recollect  seeiim  him  there. 

“I  \  ^  O  ** 

iJo  you  know  his  son? 

Perlbctly  well. 

Did  you  see  him  there? 

1  don't  recollect  that. 

Did  you  ever  hear  Hewett  say  at  whose  ex¬ 
pence  the  Fleur  de  Lis  Was  opened? 

\  es. 

You  voted  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Jefferys  ? 

Yes. 

Flave  you  had, any  quarrel  with  any  person 
in  their  interest  sinee  ? 

You  have  never  any  disatisfaction  ^t  re¬ 
ceiving  two  pounds  fifteen.  ...  * 

Yes  1  did  ;  I  applied  to  the  same  commit¬ 
tee  for  my  expences  to  go  back.  I  had  the 
sum  made  up  four  guineas^  paid  by  the  said 
gentlemen. 

Did  you  apply  for  any  thing  beyond  the  four 
^guineas.?* 

I  did  not., 

Were  you  satisfied  with  that  sum  ? 

I  was  a  loser_,  I  estimated  since  to  a  person 
in  Nottingham  that  1  was  a  loser  ;  but  I  did 
not  make  application  to  the  committee  more 
than  the  second  time. 

When  did  you  first  give  information  to  Me. 
Moore  or  Mr.  Bird,  or  their  agents,  of  what 
you  knew  of  this  business? 

I  do  not  know,  I  had  no  idea  of  being  sub- 
poened..  ^ 
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Did  tho^ydirst  a[)ply  to  you  as  a  witness,  or 
did  you  go  and  give  information  of  what  you 
knew  ?  ‘  *  ■  ' 

I  was  in  casual  conversation  with  a  person 
at  Nottingham,  of  the  name  of  Leigh,  and 
little  thought  of  being  subpoened. 

Then  you  dtd  not  give  information  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  your  not  receiving  a  sufficient  al- 
iowmnce  for  your  expences  ? 

No. 

II  ow  much  did  it  cost  you  in  Coventry  ? 

I  believe  about  two  guineas.' 

For  yourself  and  Budd  ^ 

No. 

By  your  travelling  expences  do  you  include 
the  expences  to  the  carriage  that  conveyed 
you,  or  that  you  laid  out  so  much  money  on 
the  road  or  refreshmeiit  ? 

1  paid  the  carriage  out  of  it.  ’ 

Did  you  leave  Coventry  without  paying  for 
every  thing  you  had  at  HewetBs  house  I 

I  did  not  pay  for  half  what  I  had  at  his 
house. 

Did  Hewett  ever  refuse  payment  when  you 
tendered  it  to  him  I 
No. 

Did  you  ever  ask  him  why  he  was  not  to  be 
paid  ? 

1  never  did. 

When  you  asked  for  the  money  at  the  Gaol 
Flail,  was  it  given  to  you  merely  because  you 
w^ere  an  out-lying  voter  from  Nottingham 
did  they  ever  inquire  from  whence  you  came  ? 

No,  they  did  not  inquire  the  distance.  I 
mentioned  to  them  that  [  came  from  Notting¬ 
ham,  and  they  knew  me. 

And  you  mentioned  that  sum  to  them 
Yes. 
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\ou  say  you  did  not  pay  for  lialF  what  you 
iiad  at  ilewett’s  iiouse,  how  much  might  it 
amount  to? 

1  don’t  imagine  that  I  drank  altogether  more 
tha?i  two  shillings  or  half-a-crovvn’s  worth. 

Where  did  you  dine  when  you  was  at  Co¬ 
ventry,  did  you  pay  for  your  dinner  ? 

•  1  lived  at  Mr.  Lutterworth’s  '  . 

[Ihe  witness  ordered  to  withdraw.] 

Elizabeth  Freeman,  called  in  and  sworn. 

\\  here  do  you  live  ? 

In  Coventry. 

Where  about  ?  , 

In  Cook  Street;  it  is  the  corner  of  Sieve 
Street  and  Cook  Street. 

-Do  you  keep  a  public  house  ? 

Yes. 

What  is  the  sign  of  your  house? 

The  Jolly' Weavers. 

During  the  last  election  did  any'  of  the  free¬ 
men  frequent  your  house  1.  , 

Yes.  .  , 

FVhat  time  in  the  day’'‘did  they  come  ? 
Several  times  in  the  day.  '  ;/ 

Did  they  sup  there? 

Sometimes.  ,  /  ' 

How  many^  used  to  come  there?  .  .  ' 

A  great  many,  at  times^ 

Did  you  know  them  ? 

Yes,  I  used  to  know  them  because  tiiey  were^ 
customers. 

They  lived  in  Coventry  ? 

Yes.  ■  ' 

How  many  generally  supped  ? 

I  cannot  tell,  for  I  never  was  in  the  room 
when  they  supped. 

How  many  did  you  prepare  supper  for  ? 
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Twenty,  thirty,  sometimes  more  than  that. 
Had  they  a  bill  afterwards  ? 

I  did  not  give  them  any ;  I  never  saw  any 


bill. 


Did  tliey  go  away  without  paying  always? 

I  believe  they  did.  I  never  saw  them  pay . 
Did  you  ever  receive  any  money  from  them  i 
I  never  did. 


•  It  is  owing  now  ?  .  ’ 

Yes,  it  stdl  remains  as  it  was.  ' 
Whereabout  is  the  bill  r  ^  . 

There  was  a  bill  made,  but  my  husbana  is 
no  scholar,  he  could  not  write  it. 

WJio  wrote  the  bill  ? 

'  I  don’t  know. 

What  became  of  the  bill? 

I  don’t  know. 

Did'  you  know  any  body,  who  gave  orders 

for  those  gentlemen  ? 

No,  I  never  knew  any  one  gave  orders. 
Who  did  you  expect  was  to  pay  tor  it  ? 

I  don’t  know,  1  should  like  to  know  very 


well.  ' 

Whose  friends  were  they  that  used  to  sup 
with  you,  in  what  party  ? 

Mr.  Jetferys  and  Mr.  Barlow. 

When  they  called  for  any  thing  did  they 
have  it  without  any  question  ? 

No ;  [  questioned  with  them  after,  and  ^aid, 
I  should  like  to  know  who  was  to  pay  me. 

'  Did  any  of  them  insist  on  paying  the  bill  ? 
No. 

Did  you  continue  to  supply  them  ? 

Yes. 

How  came  that? 

I  was  not  master. 

Your  husband  is  master  is  he? 


Yes. 
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Is  he  in  town  ? 

ISo. 

Bo  you  know  the  amount  of  the  bill  I 
No. 

Where  about 

.  More  than  forty  pounds  I  believe. 

M  ere  those  all  of  them  [)eople  that  you* 
Xnew,,  and  that  lived  in  the  town  ? 
y  es,  most  of  them. 

Why  did  not  you  apply  to  them  for  payment  ? 

I  have  talked  to  them  several  times  about  itu 
Who  did  you  expect  to  pay  it  ? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Bid  you  happen  to  have  any  of  Mr.  Bird’s 

friends  and  Mr.  Moore’s  come  to  sup  with 
you  ? 

No^  I  believe  not. 

You  had  the  management  of  this  house  as 
Well  as  your  husband  ? 

Yes. 

Was  this  supper  every  night  ? 

Yes,  every  night  during  the  electiom 
Was  it  provided  for  any  particular  number  ? 
No ;  a  piece  of  meat  was  bought,  sometimes 
more,  sometimes  less. 

Bid  you  provide  the  supper  ? 

No  my  husband. — I  never  went  to  fetch  any 
thing  at  all.  . 

Bo  you  mean  to  say  no  person  gave  you  di¬ 
rections  ?  " 

No. 

How  did  you  know  how  many  were  to  sup? 
My  husband  did. 

Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Barlow  there  ? 

No. 

Bid  you  ever  see  Mr.  Jefferys  there  i 
No, 
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Did  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  come  to  the  freemen  who  assembled 
there  ? 

Yes. — Mr.  Mullis  who  was  our  mayor  then. 

Did  be  come  of  an  evening  when  the  free¬ 
men  were  assembled  at  supper  f 

I  saw  him  there  once. 

Was  it  in  the  evening  when  they  w'ere  as¬ 
sembled  to  sup  ? 

I  can’t  say  whether  it  was  morning  or  even- 
ing. 

What  did  he  say  ? 

I  did  not  hear  him  say  any  thing  in  my  pre¬ 
sence. 

Was  he  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  your 
house  ? 

ISIot  very  often. 

Had  you  ever  seen  him  there  before  ? 

YeS;,  I  had.  seen  him  at  our  house  before 
time  ;  we  lived  near  neighbours. 

Did  he  use  to  frequent  your  house  ? 

Koj  not  any  thing  of  that. 

Did  he  sit  down  with  the  freemen  ? 

I  don’t  recollect^  because  I  was  not  in  the 
room. 

H  ow  long  was  he  there  ? 

I  can’t  say. 

Did  you  recollect  any  other  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  corporation  calling  at  your  house? 

I  knew  very  few  of  the  gentlemen_,  I  can’t 
tell. 

Do  you  recollect  any  gentlemen  of  the 
town,  whether  of  the  corporation  or  not.,  cal¬ 
ling  at  your  house? 

I  don’t  recollect. 

Do  you  recollect  any  of  the  members  of 
the  drapers  company  coming  to  your  house 
when  the  Freemen  were  there  ? 
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I  don’t  recollect. 

Did  Mr.  Woodcock  come  to  your  house? 
I^o;  I  don’t  know  him. 

'  Mr.  Carter  ? 

No.  .  ... 

Mr.  Williamson? 

I  never  saw  him. 

Mr.  Inge  ?  ’ 

T  1  ^  '  * 

1  don’t  know  him. 

Mr.  Perkins  ? 

He  never  was  at  my  house  in  his  life^  to  my 
knowledge. 

TT  T  ^ 

Vi' as  Mr.  Mullis  the  only  gentleman  you 
can  recollect  coming  to  your  house  ? 

Yes. 

What  did  Mr.  Mullis  come  for? 

I  don’t  know. 

W  as  it  during  the  poll  ? . 

Yes^  it  was  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 
Did  you  ask  him  to  pay  the  bill  ? 

I  did  not. 

Not  any  thing  about  the  bill  ? 

No. 

Was  there  any  particular  person  above  the 
rest  that  took  the  management  of  the  supper? 
No. 

Who  presided  at  the  supper  ? 

I  don’t  know  that  there  was  any  body  an 
overlooker. 

,  Who  was  at  the  head  of  the  table? 

I  never  was  in  the  room;  my  husband  and 
my  daughter  waited. 

The  witness  ordered  to  withdraw. 

John  Simpson j  called  in  and  szt'orn. 

^  Do  you  keep  the  Thistle  public  house  in 
Coventry? 

I  do. 
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During  the  last  election,  did  any  of  the  free¬ 
men  frequent  your  house  f 
They  did. 

Many  ? 

Some  few.. 

Did  they  come  every  day  ? 

Most  days,  more  or  less. 

Did  you  know  them? 

Some  of  them  I  did. 

Were  any  of  them  those  that  lived  at  Co¬ 
ventry  ? 

Yes;  most  of  them  was  Coventry  people. 
Did  they  use  to  eat  and  drink  there? 

Yes. 

Did  those  eat  and  drink,  that  you  did  not 
know,  as  well  as  those  that  you  did  ? 

Some  did  and  some  did  not. 

Did  they  du  that  every  day  ?' 

Most  days;  but  not  every  day. 

1  don't  mean  whether  the  saihe  people  eat 
and  drank  with  you? 

Every  day  there  was  some  there. 

Not  always  the  same? 

No. 

What  number  might  there  be  ? 

I  don't  recollect. 

W as  any  bill  made  out  to  them  ? 

No. 


Did  they  have  what  they  called  for  ? 

Yes;  1  drawed  them  what  they  choose  to 
eat  or  drink;  1  was  a  well  wisher  to  the  party, 
and  so  were  they. 

Did  any  of  them  pay? 

No. 


Then  you  are  the  whole  of  the  money  out  of 
pocket? 

I  hope  not. 

You  are  at  present  ? 
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Yes,;  1  hav.o  never  received  a  halfpenny  vet 
JN or  any  money  lent?  * 

No. 

po  you  expect  to  be  paid  ? 

1  hope  so. 

r>y  whom  do  you  expect  to  be  paid.=' 
i  don’t  know. 

Have  you  applied  to  any  body  ? 

with  any  body 

«tboiii  the  money  tliat  was  owing  to  you  ? 

J.\  o,  ' 

d)o  you  know  young  Mr.  Goode,  the  goalcr? 

^  -Have  you  held  any  conversation  with  him*? 

Jk  >  O  • 

Nor  with  any  body  else? 

•  '  No.  .  '  * 

for  your  house?  -  ' 

,1  wen tj-four  pounds. 

Have  you  any  other  business  ? 

No. 

What  rnay  be  the  amount  of  the  bill? 
idonitknow, 

iheretore  it  any  body  was  to  ask  you  how 
much  It  was  to  pay  you,  you  could  not  tell  ? 

4  j:;;?  “'4  ■'““"'i  wo. 

Wo,.  .  • 

'i  ou  would  not  have  been  able  to  tell  them 
wjthin  five  pounds  ?  tnem 

No. 

■You  have  never  made  out  an  account .? 

^  • 

Perhaps  you  never  entered  any  account  ? 

No,  A  had  no  account  at  all. 

F  f 
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Then  you  have  never  had  any  thing  entered 

at  all  ? 

JNo. 

•  You  keep  no  books? 

]So,  1  do  not. 

You  kept  no  books  during  the  election  ? 

‘  No. 

Did  you  put  down  what  you  furnished? 

No. 

They  called  for  what  they  would^  and  they 
eat  and  drank/and  you  inade  no  account? 

No. 

You  made  no  memorandum  ? 

I  made  a  memorandum  within  myself. 

About  how  much;  as -far  as  your  >mcmor- 
.andums  in  your  own  mind  goes? 

Forty  or  fifty  pound,  or  more. 

Was  it  not  more  than  50l.  ? 

It  might  be  a  1  ittle  more. 

Was  it  not  GOl.  ? 

I  can’t  justl}'  say. 

Then  you  doji’t  know  liow  much  it  is  at  all  ? 
No,  I  can’t  tell. 

Have  you  ever  told  any  body  it  -was  up¬ 
wards  of  iOOl. 

i.  don’t  know  that  I  did.  v 

Will  YOU.  Aveav  you  have  not,  within  a  week 
past,  told  any  body  it  was  upwards  of  lOOl.  ? 

I  will  not  swear  about  it.  ^ 

Is  it  not  true  that  you  have  told  some  body 
within  a  week,  it  was  upwards  of  lOOl.  and 
more  than  one  pei'son  too  ?. 
i  don’t  know  tbal  I  have. 

Did -you  nut  tell  iMr.  James  II  arris  so,  for 

one  ? 

I  migb-t. 

W’lu^i  did  you  tell  James  Harris  so  ? 

1  (toii’i  ki»ow  wnat  (*ay  it  was. 

Was  At  nuis.iice  you  have  been  in  town^ 
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I  believe  it  was. 

Have  you  any  doubt  that  it  was  ^ 

No^  1  have  not. 

Have  you  told  any  body  else  ? 

No. 

Have^  you  told  any  body  else  besides  Har¬ 
ris  that  it  was  more  than  lOOL.^ 

.1  don’t  know;  I  might  have  mentioned  it  to 
Mr.  Mason. 

MHiat  guide  in  your  mind  had  you^  when 
you  said  that  ? 

'Fhey  asked  me  the  question,  1  had  no' 
guide  at  all. 

Then  why  did  not  you  tell  when  I  asked 
you  I 

I  did. 

No  ;  you  said  about  half  this  is  your  bill, 

1001. .?  . 

I  believe  it  is. 

Have  you  asked  Mr.  Goode  for  the  payment 
of  that  bill  t 

I  did  not. 

Have  you  ever  stated  to  any  body  that  you 
have  ^ 

To  my  knowledge  I  never  did.  - 

Who  did  you  expect  is  to  pay  you 

1  do  not  know ;  1  live  in  hopes  that  somebody 
will.  ^ 

You  have  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  what 
you  get  in  this  public  house. 

No, 

You  have  nobody  particularly  to  apply  to 
for  payment? 

Nobody. 

Fo  whom  do  you  intend  to  apply  to  for  the 
payment  r 

1  never  attended  to  apply  to  anybody. 
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Who  did  you  expect  was  to  pay  you  when 
you  opened  your  house  t 

I  don’t  know. 

In  whose  interest  were  the  persons  that  came 
to  vour  house? 

f  I"'  •  • 

1  iie  corporation. 

l)id  you  expect  it  of  tiie  corporation  ? 

I  don’t  know  who  to  expect  it  of. 

Did  you  expect  it  of  the  corporation  ? 

No,  t  did  not. 

Nor  of  any  one  member  of  the  corporation  ? 

None. 

Did  you  ever  see  Captain  Barfow  at  your 
house  ? 

Never;  nor  Mr.  Jefferys,  I  never  spoke  to 
them  during  the  election  ? 

You  had  no  right  to  expect  it  of  them. — 
And  you  don’t  know  any  body  else  from  whom 
you  did  expect  it  ? 

No. 

How  came  jmu  to  give  away  those  articles 
Avithout  the  payment? 

I  was  a  well  wisher  of  the  party,  and  wms  it 
to  come  again  I  would  do  the  same. 

What  would  you  do  again  ? 

'  Draw  them  some  'beer,  and  give  them 
sometliing  to  eat  and  drink- 

Without  any  expectation  at  all  of  being 
paid  ? 

I  wmuld. 

Have  you  any  other  mode  of  getting  your 
livelihood  but  by  keeping  this  public  house? 

No. 

Have  you  any  fortune  you  live  upon  besides- 
this  house? 

No. 

Have  you  been  in  the*  habit  of  giving  long 
credit  tolhe  amount  of  one  hundred  pounds? 
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IJiave  done  before. 

MMiat  did  tlie  election  cost  you  ? 

I  don’t  know. 

Did  you  mean  to  part  with  the  liquor  and 
.  provisions  as  a  gift  ? 

1  did. 

Have  you  no*  claim  upon  any  body  ^ 

No. 

.  But  you  have  stated  you  expected  to  be 
paid,  and  you  hope  it  is  not  lost. — If  you  meant 
to  give  it,  how  can  yon  hope  to  be  paid  for  it  f 
l^do  not  look  for  any  payment  at  all. 

But  you  have  stated,  you  hope  it  would  not 
.  be  lost,  how  do  you  reconcile  this. — Do  von 

look  tor  any  thing  else  in  return  for  it  besides 
monev  .f* 

No . 

Do  you -wvear,  that  previous  to  the  openino- 
the  house  you  had  no  ccKiversation  upon  the 
subject  of  voting.? 

I  had  not. 

Upon  wiiat  day  did  you  take  it  .into  vour 
liead  to  open  your  house  .? 

I  can’t  recollect  tiie  day. 

W  hen  did  it  come  into  your  head  to  shut  u,p 
'Vour  house."  ' 

VVnen  the  elect  on  was  over. 

And  why  did  it  come  into  your  head  to  do. 
It  then  .? 

Because  it  was  over. 

Were  those  the  lower  sorts,  of  people  • 

Both  sorts.  ' 

,  Amongst  the  uppermost  gentrv,  name  any 
or  the  persons .?  “ 

I  cannot.  " 

'  ■  ^ 

Are  people  of  high  rank  in  the  habit  of  com- 
mg  to  your  house  .? 

JNo. 
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Did  any  of  the  aldermen  come  into  your 

house  ? 

They  did  not. 

That  you  swear 

•\r 

1  es. 

Did  any  of  the  members  of  the  drapers  com¬ 
pany  come  in  ? 

I  can’t  say  that. 

In  whose  interest  was  your  house  open  ? 

In  the  corporation  interest. 

Wh  at  do  you  mean  by  that 
The  low  party. 

\^'hcn  did  you  see  Mr.  Mullis.^ 

[  have  not  seen  him  a  lorm  time. 

^  Cj 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Perkins  ? 

Yes,  1  dc'. 

Where  did  you'see  him  ? 

I  have  not  seen  him  a  long  while. 

H  ow  long  ago  ? 

Three  weeks,  or  a  month  since. 

II  ave  you  had  any  conversation  with  him 
abo'll.t  the  election.? 

Is o  ;  1  have  not. 

Have  3'ou  had  any  conversation  with  any 
leading  persons  in  Coventry,  who  took  a  part 
in  the  election,  with  respect  to  opening  a 
house.?  . 

I  have  not. 

ill  you  swear  that .? 

Yes. 

You  swear  then  that  af ‘the  last  election  at 
Coventry  you  gave  away  meat  and  drink  ? 

Yes. 

And  w  hat  was  given  aw  ay  in  your  house,  you 
'do  i:Ot  in  your  mind  expect  to  be  paid  .? 

JN  o. 

hben  why  did  you  state  that  you  did  cx^  ect 
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it ;  you  had  better  speak  the  truths  it  must 
come  out  at  last  ? 

I  said  I  lived  in  hope. 

What  do  you  mean  by  living  in  hope^  have 
you  no  reason  for  that  hope  ^ 

No.  ■  .  ' 

1  hen  why  do  you  entertain  it ;  do  you  mean 
to  apply  to  any  person  to  pay  it? 

No. 

Was  your  house  open  of  your  own  free  will 
and  accord  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  keep  a  public  house  at  the  election 
before  tlm  last  ? 

I  did  not. 

This  is  the  first  contest  that  you  have  known 
at  Coventry  ? 

•  Yes. 

\  ou  opened  a  house  of  your  own  free  will 
and  accord  ? 

Yes. 

Did  any  body  advise  you  to  open  the  house  ? 
No;  I  had  no  advice  from  any  body. 

Did  any  body  advise  you  to  keep  an  ac¬ 
count  ? 

■  No. 

Are  you  one  of  the  voters  ? 

Yes. 

.  Who  did  you  vote  for? 

Mr.  Jefferys  and  -Mr.  Barlow. 

As  you  voted  for  Mr.  Jefferys  and  Mr.  Bar- 
low^  had  you  seen  either  of  them  before  you 
opened  the  house  ? 

I  had  not. 

When  did  you  open  the  house? 

At  the  beginning  of  tlie  election. 

Did  you  open  it  before  the  poll  began  ? 


f 


5888''  JOHN  Simpson's  examination. 

^  I  believe  I  did.  ^ 

Had  3"ou  seen  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr. 
before  yon  opened  tiie  house  ^ 

'  I  had  not.  v 

Did  yon  see  them  before,  tlie  election  ?, 

I  saw  them  in  the  bootli.  . 

Did  you  tell  either  of  them  that  you  had 
opened  a  house. 

No.  '  . 

Did  vou  tell  anv  body  in  their  hearine.^ 

No.  _  ' 

Tell  the  committee  the  names  of  anv  of  tlie 

«/• 

gentlemen  who  came  to  3’our  house  during  the 
election  ^ 

I  can’t  recollect. 

'  Was  Mr.  Mills  there  ' 

Noj  he  was  not  there. 

You  can  recollect  who  was  not  there  ;  try 
.and  recollect  who  was  there  j  was  Mr.  Willianr- 
son  there  I 
No. 

Mr.  Woodccch 
,  No. 

Mr.  Ewbank. 

No. 

AY  as  Mr  Sharpe  there  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

'VVh.is  Mr.  Sharpe  there^  aj’e  or  no  ? 

I  believe  he  was  not. 

MTll  you  swear  whether  he  was  there  or 
not  ? 

He  was  not.  '  \ 

Was  Mr.  Inge  there.? 

No  ;  I  never  saw  Mr.  Inge  in  my  house^  in 
my  life. 

Was  Mr.  Perkins  there  ?  ' 

Not  during  the  election. 
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He  was  at  your  house  before  the  election 
then  ? 

No. 

Since  the  election  ? 

'  tle^callecl  at  my  house  and  had  sixpenny 
worth. 

Was  he  in  the  habit  of  coining  to  your  liouse 
before  the  election  ? 

He  kept  the  house  before  me. 

Did  he  ask  you  about  the  biili^ 

No. 

lell  us  the  names  of  any  of  the  common' 
people,  who  were  at  your  house.  - 

1  can’t  recollect  the  names  of  any  of  thein 
scarcely  now,  it  is  so  long'since. 

Do  you  keep  this  public  house  for  yourself, 
or  do  you  keep  it,  as  being  put  it  by  another 
person 

i  keep  it  mysel  f. 

Upon  your  account,  and  for  your  own  profit 

Y  es. 

From  whom  have  you  your  malt  ? 

I  have  my  malt  from  Mr.  Bosworth,  - 
You  brew  your  own  beer.^ 

Yes. 

Are  you  a  man  of  sufficient  substance  to  be 
able  to  give  away  one  hundred  pounds. 

Y  es. 

Will  you  swear  that? 

Yes. 

.  And  you  have  no  other  mode  of  getting 
your  liyehhood,  but  in  that  house? 

I\o. 

Who  do  you  rent  your  house  of.? 

Mr.  Woodward  in  London. 

Is  he  one  of  ttie  corporation  .? 

No. 

Did  you  hear  any  body  say  before  the  elec- 
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I 

tion,  that  t’lose  who  opened  houses  would  be 
paid  afterwards  ? 

No. 

VV  hat  was  you  before  you  kept  this  public 
house  ? 

1  was  with  father,  a  farmeT ;  I  was  bred 
a  butcher. 

[Mr.  Const  stated  to  the  committee,  that  he 
hiiving  an  office  copy  of  the  conviction  of  one 
Richard  Vaughan,  to  produce',  and  be  proved 
by  a  witness  who  must  leave  town  soon,  it 
would  be  a  favour  done  to  him,  to  permit  the 
witness  to  prove  it  now.] 

Agreed  to. 

James  Crossjield  called  in  and  sworn. 

Have  you  examined  that  record  of  convic¬ 
tion  with  the  original  ? 

I  have. 

Is  that  a  true  copy? 

It  is;  I  had  it  from  the  clerk  of  assize. 

Where  did  you  examine  it  ? 

I  examined  it  with  the  Deputy  Clerk  of 
Assize,  on  the  Midland  Circuit. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  ten 
o’clock.  ‘  ^ 
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TFcdnesday  Alaixh  9thy  1803. 

Francis  Dickens,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

The  followiiii^  resolution  was  read. 

Determinedy  That  although  the  petitioning 
candidates  no  longer  claim  the  return  ;  the 
counsel  for  the  sitting  members  are  at  liberty 
to  prove  that  the  petitioning  candidates  did 
act  in  violation  of  the  Seventh  of  William, 
Cap.  4th. 

John  Carter y  called  in  and  sworn. 

You  are  an  attorney,  at  Coventry  ? 

Ii  am. 

Bo  you  remember  having  been  at  the  White 
Bear  inn,  at  Coventry,  during  the  election  ? 

I  was  there  several  times. 

Do  you  remember  being  there  one  after¬ 
noon,  at  which  a  number  of  out-voters  arrived 
at  that  inn,  from  Leicester. 

1  do. 

Do  you  remember  who  those  voters  were  ? 

1  remember  the  name  of  one  of  them  ;  I 
cannot  charge  niy  recollection  with  any 
otiiers. 

Who  was  that  one 

Joseph  Swain'e. 

Where  was  you  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of 
the  carriages  r 

"  In  a  large  dining  room,  in  company  with 
Captain  Barlow,  M r.  J etferys  and  their  friends. 

Canyon  name  any  other  persons  who  were 
present  in  the  ro  ;m  ^  ' 

1  chink  Mr.  jbdwjird  Percy  was  there. 

Did  you  that  evening  see  Svvaine  there  ^  * 
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I  did;  when  I  first  saw  him,  he  shook  handi 
with  me,  I  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  said  I 
vv as  glad  to  see  him;  1  do  not  recollect  any 
thing  further,  having  passed  at  the  time  I  saw 
Jiim  ;  he  was  in  an  open  room,  a  landing  place 
at  the  top  of  the  stairs;  it  is  about  half  the 

size  of  this  room,  a  landing  place  upon  the 
first  floor.  ^ 

J)o  you  recollect  any  thing  else  havin'^ 
passed  between  you  ?  ^ 

'  JS^o. 

33id  you  make  him  any  offer  or  promise,  with 
respect  to  his  vote  ? 

1  certainly  did  not. 

Can  you,  upon  your  oath,  say  whether  you 
aid  or  did  not,  give  him  any  money  ? 

I  can  take  upon  myself  positively  to  say  I 
did  not. 

In  what  condition  was  Swaine,  with  respect 
to  sobriety.?  ^ 

He  certainly  was  drunk. 

Hid  you  see  his  wife  with  him  ? 

I  saw  a  woman,  I  believe  to  be  his  wife. 

V\as  there  any  money  in  your  hands,  or  in 
tne  Hands  of  Swaine,  that  you  saw  during  the 
time  of  your  conversation  f  ° 

None. 

•Tliere  was  no  money  passed  between  any 
persons,  in  the  presence  of  this  Woman  ? 

^one,  that  1  saw. 

How  long  was  ^mur  conversation  wdh 
bwaine  t 

I  was  not  on  the  landing  place  alone  three 

minutes,  and  never  saw  him  but  on  the  land¬ 
ing  place. 

him\?^  private  room  with 

I  didmot. 
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.  Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Harris  ? 

1  do ;  William  Harris.  ' 

Had  you  ever  any  conversation  with  him, 
about  his  vote. ^ 

1  had. 

^\h  at  passed  between  you  ? 

I  went  with  Mr.  Ewbank  to  ask  him  if  he 
would  vote  tor  C.'aptain  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jef- 
ferys  ;  he  told  me  he  had  not  made  up  his 
mind  which  way  he  should  vote;  but  he 
thought  he  should  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and ’Mr, 
Moore  :  he  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
his  daughter  or  son-in-law,  I  do  not  recollect 
which  ;  containing  a  desire  to  get  his  son  off; 
and  he  had  promised  it. 

J)id  you  promise  him  any  sort  of  advantage 
for  his  Voter 
I  did  not. 

Where  was  it  ? 

i\t  the  house  of  flarris. 

About  what  time  ? 

About  seven  or  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  : 

I  can’t  sa}"  what  day  it  .was,  during  the  poll. 

Is  H  arris  a  tenant  of  yours  ^ 
jSo  ;  he  never  was. 

A  person  of  the  name  of  Hill,  I  think  was  a 
tenant  of  your’s? 

ffe  W'as,  about  four  years  ago. 

Did  you  apply  to  HjH,  for  his  vote.' 

JSo;  I  never  applied  to  him  for  his  vote. 
Ihercfore  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  ask 
you,  if  you  threatened  him.^ 

I  did  not. 

])id  you  directly,  or  indirectly,  tlireaten  him 
with  any  comsequences  if  he  did  not  vote  for 
Capt.  Barlow'  and  Mr.  Jeflerys  ? 

1  did  not ;  I  saw  him  but  once,  and  that  was 
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in  the  kitchen  of  the  goal,  in  campairy  with 
Combe  and  several  other  persons;  and  to  the 
best  ol  my  recollection  I  had  no  conversation 
with  him  at  all. 

Mr.  Clark,  I  believe,  is  your  father  in  law? 

Yes;  he  is  the  father  of  my  late  wife. 

Did  he  come  down  to  Coventry  ’during  the 
election  ? 

He  came  down  after  the  election  closed;  he 
came  to  the  chairing. 

Was  any  application  made  by  Mr.  Clark 
about  an  umbrella  ^ 

Yes;  the  umbrella  was  at  tny  house. 

You  say  you  remember  a  man  of  the  name, 
of  S^vaine  ? 

I  do. 

\  ou  do  not  remember  who  was  with  him? 

I  do  not  remember  wdio  was  with  him  ;  I 
understood  they  were  voters  from  Leicester. 

Did  not  you  know  the  person  of  Swaine? 

I  did. 

On  what  night  was  it  he  arrived  ? 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was  the 
first  day  of  the  poll ;  but  I  cannot  be  positive. 

I  think  you  said  you  only  saw  him  upon  the 
stair  case  ? 

I  only  sa^v  him  upon  the  landing  place. 

Yon  was  not  in  the  room  with  him  ? 

I  certainly  was  not. 

Not  at  any  time  during  the  election  ? 

No  ;  I  never  saw  him  afterwards,  unless  the 
day  he  came  up  to  poll :  I  saw  him  poll. 

Was  you  to  have  seen  him  afterwards? 

Certainly  not. 

What  might  be  your  conversation,  wdien  you 
saw  him  on  the  stair  case? 

He  presented  me  his  hand,  and*  shook  hands 
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with  me;  1  told  him  I  was  glad  to  see  him ;  f 
do  not  recollect  any  otlier  conversation. 

You  came  from  the  dinner  room  r 

^es;  there  is  a  very  long  passage  which 
leads  to  the  landing  place,  {^^hig  down  stairs  ; 
1  was  called  for  out  oi  the  room,  to  speak  to  a 
j>crson  at  the  top'of  tlie  stairs. 

Was  that  person  at  the  top  of  the  stairs 
when  you  spoke  to  him  ? 

Ves;  it  was  a  person,  i  think,  of  the  name 
of  Matthews;  1  iiad  come  from  the  poll  booth 
and  had  been  home,  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  a  part  of  my  family. 

What  time  did  the  poll  close  ? 

That  day  it  closed  at  six. 

Was  it  before,  or  after  dinner  that  you  saw 
Swaine  f 

It  must  be  after  dinner. 

What  time  might  that  be  then  ‘  ^ 

I  sliould  think  between  seven  and  eight. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  any  body  else 
than  Mr.  Mattliews  was  present? 

There  were  a  great  many  people  on  the  stair* 
case,  he  sent  for  me  once  out  of  the  room,  and 
1  think  it  was  that  day. 

\yas  his  wife  on  the  stair*case  ? 

\  es  ;  I  understood  it  to  be  his  wife  ;  I  Saw 
her  examined  the  other  day,  but  1  had  no  re¬ 
collection  of  her  person;  she  was  uiirinir  him 
to  go  home.  ^ 

Was  any  body  persuading  him  not  to  go 
home? 

I  do  not  recollect  that  there  was. 

When  she  was  urging  him  to  go  home,  was 
it  not  in  consequence  of  some  person  applying’ 
to  him  to  stay  or  to  drink  ? 

I  heard  no  person  apply  to  him  to  drink,  cer¬ 
tainly  j  and  1  saw  no  liquor,  and  I  do  not  re- 

G  g  « 
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collect  bearing  any  person  urging  him  to  stay  : 
he  seemed  very  loath  to  go  with  his  wife.— I  do 
not  recollect  any  body  attempting  to  persuade 
him  to  stay  in  1113^  presence^,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection. 

-  Do  you  know  where  his  mother-in-law  lived 
in  Coventry 

I  know  where  she  lived;  T  do  not  know 
where  she  lives  now  ;  she  did  live  three  vears 
ago  at  the  top  of  Spon  Street. 

You  never  called  upon  him  tiierc  ^ 

No. 

Did  you  ask  him  for  his  vote  : 

No,  I  did  not;  because  I  expected  he  came 
there  with  a  determination  to  vote  for  Barlow 
and  Jefteiy^s. 

You  made  him  no  promise,  nor  any  offer  ^ 

No. 

Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Hill ; 
you  saw  him  once  in  the  kitchen  of  the  goal  t 

In  the  passage  leading  to  the  kitchen. 

Do  3^011  know  that  he  had  a  communication 
with  your  brother? 

No  ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

You  have  a  brother  ? 

Yes. 

A  miller? 

Yes. 

And  vou  have  now  no  reason  to  know’^  that 
he  had  had  a  communication  with  your  bro¬ 
ther  ? 

1  do  not. 

You  did  not  ask  him  for  his  vote? 

I  certainly  did  not. 

Membeis. — You  are  an  Attorney  at  Coven¬ 
try  ? 

I  am. 

\Yho  are  you  in  partnership  with  t 
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Mr.  Inge^  the  towii-clerk. 

He  is  clerk  to  the  Draper’s  Company  ? 

No;  he  is  not  connected  with  the  Draper's 
Company  in  any  way. 

Did  you  know  ot  any  subscription  entered 
into,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expences 
of  the  election  ^ . 

I  agreed  myself  to  subscribe  fifty  pounds. 

Do  you  know  of  any  subscription  for  the 
purposes  of  the  election  ? 

Not  of  my  own  knowledge;  I  have  heard 
there  are  subscriptions. 

Was  it  a  matter  of  public  notoriety? 

I  heard  it  from  Mr.  Woodcock  and  Mr. 
Inge  particularly. 

Did  you  hear  either  of  them  say  to  what 
amount  Captain  Barlow  had  agreed  to  subscribe 
towards  the  expences  of  the  election  ? 

I  heard  that  he  had  paid  into  the  hand^  of 
Mr.  Woodcock,  one  thousand  pounds. 

Did  you  hear  that  from  Mr.  Barlow  hinnself? 

I  did  not. 

How  much  did  you  hear  that  Mr.  Jeitary^' 
had  paid  towards  the  exper.ces  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

I  heard  that  he  had  paid  into  the  hands  of 
iVIr.  Dickens,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  poCnds 

Did  you  hear  how  much  was  subscribed? 

I  heard  about  three  thousand  imuiids ;  I  he 
ver  heard  of  any  individual  subscriptions,  but 
Mr.  Inge,  Mr.  Little,  and  Mr.  Woodcock'.  ' 

The  purse  was  kept  at  Mr,  VTood cock’s  ? 

I  ha\e  lieard  it  from  IMr.  V'\^oodcock;.  1 
heard  Mr.  Woodcock  merition  it  upon  his  be¬ 
ing  summoned  up  to  town. 

Have  you  never  iiad  access  to  that  purse  f  ^ 

No 
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Never  received  any  money  that  any  other 

person  took  out  of  that  purse  duriim  tlie  elec¬ 
tion  i  ^  "" 

Not  any  sum  whatever.  * 

Had  you  paid  your  fifty  pounds  that  you 
agreed  to  subscribe  ? 

I  have  not  paid  it  to  this  amount. 

Hid  you  expend  any  sum  of  money  during 
the  election 

I  paid  for  every  dinner  ;  but  not  any  thing 
.  else. 

What  acquaintance  had  you  with  Captain 
JBarlow^  before  the  time  of  his  becoming  a  can¬ 
didate  to  represent  the  cit}^  of  Coventry  ? 

1  never  saw  him  before  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

Should  you  havegiven  him  and  Mr.  Jefieiys 
your  support^  unless  they  had  agreed  to  sub¬ 
scribe  a  competent  sum  of  money  towaids  the 
cxpences  of  the  election  ? 

I  certainly  should;  because  I  had  began  to 
act  before  I  heard  that  any  sum  of  money  was 
subscribed  — I  certainly  should  have  done  ail 
that  lay  in  my  pow'er  to  serve  them. 

You  recollect  this  person  of  the  name  of 
'  Swaine  ? 

Yes 

Hid  he  make  any  application  to  you  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  him  the  corporation  fifty 
pounds  ? 

He  never  did. 

Hid  he  ask  you  to  got  him  any  thing  else  ;  a 
lease? 

He  did  not. 

That  you  swear  positively  ? 

A  new  lease  had  been  granted  before  I  saw 
Swaine  at  his  mother’s  ;  she  took  it  at  public 
auction. 
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I3o  you  recollect  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Perey  being  present  at  the  Wliite  Bear? 

Mr.  Percy  certainly  was  at  the  White  Beiir 
^at  day. 

^ \  ou  was  in  the  dininaf-room 

Yes.  • 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  Percy  bringing 
Swaine  up  to  Captain  Barlow^  to  shake  hands 
with  him? 

Not  while  I  was  there. 

^  ^  1)  e  t  d  u  n  g  any  part  of  the  time 

that  Swaine  was  at  the  house  ? 

Yes. 

Was  you  there  when  Swaine  arrived  ? 

I  am  not  positive  ;  1  think  I  was  there  when 
the  chaise  arrived. 

Did  you  see  him  go  away  ? 

I  think  I  saw  them  taking  him  down  the 
stairs. 

1  think  you  said  you  had  been  home? 

Yes.  .  • 

Did  you  leave 'the  White  Bear^  between  the 
time  of  his  arrival  there^  and  his  being  taken 
home  ? 

I  did. 

3[  ou  went,  you  say,  with  Mr.  Ewbank  to  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Haines? 

1  did. 

Do  you  remember  any  thing  being  said  by 
Mr.  Ewbank  to  Jrlaincs,  about  Bablake  ? 

Mr.  Ewbank  did  not  say  any  such  thinly  in 
my  presence.  ^ 

Do  you  recollect  his  saying  any  thing  about 
the  four  pounds? 

He  did  not;  that  I  swear  positively. 

You  were  present  (luring  the  whole  of  the 
time  that  iMi.  Ewbank  was  with  Haines  ? 
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I  was. 

You  stated  that  you  agreed  to  subscribe 
fifty  pounds  ? 

Yes.  ^ 

When  did  you  asrree  to  subscribe  fifty 
pounds  ? 

I  cannot  tell  the  period  exactly;  but  it  w^as 
before  the  poll. — Mr.  Inge  asked  me  if  I  had 
any  objection  to  subscribe. 

What  did  Mr.  Inge  say  ? 

He  said  several  persons  had  agreed  to  sub¬ 
scribe  ;  he  named  Mr.  Woodcock,  and  Mr. 
Little;  and  he  said  the  corporation  had  agreed 
to  subscribe  five  hundred  pounds. 

X)o  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  of  any 
subscription  papers? 

No;  I  never  saw  any  person  write  their 
names,  as  agreeing  to  subscribe. 

You  do  not  know  from  Mr.  Little,  or  any 
other  quarter,  the  amount  of  the  subscription, 
exclusive  of  the  corporation  and  the  candi¬ 
dates  ? 

No,  I  heard  Mr.  Buck  say  he  had  agreed  to 
subscribe;  but  I  did  not  know  the  sum. 

Then  exclusive  of  the  three  thousand  pounds, 
you  only  know  of  Mr.  Inge,  yourself,  and 
Mr.  Buck  ? 

I  don’t  know  of  any  others. 

Did  you  support  Captain  Barlow  on  account 
of  the  good  opinion  you  had  of  him  and  of  his 
principles  ? 

I  did  not  know  either  the  one  or  tlie  other  : 

I  heard  from  Colonel  Elliot  that  Captain  Bar- 
low  bore  an  extremely  good  character. 

Upon  your  oath,  would  you  have  supported 
Captain  Barlow,  if  you  had  not  understood 
that  he  was  supported  by  the  Draper’s  Compa¬ 
ny  and  the  corporation  ? 
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I  should  not. 

Do  you  know  how  inucli  of  the  money 
in  the  purse  lias  been  expended  ? 

1  do  not. 

ou  don’t  know  whether  any  part  of  it  now 
remains?  '  • 

1  do  not. 

Have  von  ever  been  asked  to  pav,  vourself  ? 

I  have  not. 

\ou  hold  yourself  still  in  readines*  to  pay  ; 
it  when  called  upon  ? 

Ves. 

Do  you  know  if  the  accounts  of  the  election 
have  been  made  out  ? 

I  have  no  reason'  to  believe  they  have  or,, 
have  not. 

Upon  youroath^  if  these  accounts  had  been 
made  up,  do  you  think  you  should  not  have 
been  called  upon  to  pay  ^ 

1  think  I  should. 

Was  you  only  to  pay  in  case  of  a  deficiency, 
or  pro  rata  ? 

Fro  rata. 

Has  Hill  stated  truly  that  he  was  in  vour 
debt  at  the  time  of  the  election  ? 

He  was. 

Did  you  mention  that  circumstance  to  him 
at  the  time  of  the  election  ? 

Jvio  ;  he  has  ceased  to  be  my  tenant,  but  he 
was  a  poor  man,  and  I  never  thought  of  suing 
him  for  it,  or  troubling  him. 

To  what  amount  was  his  debt : 

I  think  between  nine  and  ten  pounds. 

How  did  Haines  vote? 

He  voted  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore. 

You  knew  nothing  of  Captain  Barlowbefore 
he  offered  himself  as  a  candidate,^ 

i  did  not. 
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AVhence  arose  the  circumstance  of  your  sup¬ 
porting  Captain  Barlow,  who  was  a  stranger, 
in  opposition  to  a  person  \vell  known  in  the 
town  ? 

I  always  opposed  Mr.  Bird. 

Did  you  always  oppose  Mr.  Jelferys  ? 

No. 

Upon  your  oath  'would  you  liave  supported 
IVIr.  Jefferys,  il*  he  had  not  been  supported  by 
the  Draper’s  Company,  and  the  Corporation? 

1  should  not. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  election  were  sanctioned  by 
Captain  Barlow  ? 


I  have  no  reason  to  know  it. 

Have  you  been  paid,  or  do  you  expect  to  be 
paid  for  the  trouble  you  took  at  the  election*? 

Certainly  not. 

Withdrew. 

Elizabeth  Twist,  called  in  and  szeorn. 

What  is  your  husband’s  name? 

John. 

You  live  at  Coventry  ? 

Yes;  in  High'-stieet. 

Is  it  near  the  situation  where  the  poll  Was 
taken  ? 

No;  he  has  moved  since. 

Where  did  you  live  at  that  time.? 

In  Cross  Cheaping,  about  twenty  yards  oflT^ 
the  house  was  facing. 

What  use  was  made  of  your  house  at  the 
time  of  the  election  ? 

Mr.  Bird’s  friends  had  it  for  the  use  of  the 
freemen,  both  for  eating  and  drinking. — My 
husband  sent  Mr.  Bird  word  that  he  should  be 
welcome  to  the  use  of  the  house  to  put  his  out¬ 
voters  in ;  Mr.  Bird  accepted  of  it.  And  on  th*^ 
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Monday  the  freemen  came  again,  and  they  had 
both  meat,  bread,  cheese,  ale,  liquors,  and 
every  thing  of  that  description  provided  for 

them  ;  and  there  they  remained  till  the  poll 
was  over. 

Was  a  person  of  the  name  of  Elizabeth 
Nixon,  employed  by  you  ? 

^  es  ;  she  was  the  person  who  cooked  the 
meat :  there  were  four  legs  of  mutton  came  in, 
and  four  shoulders  to  be  cooked  ;  it  came  in 
unknown  to  me,  and  I  having  my  family  to 
take  care  of,  sent  for  her  to  cook  it,  and  kept 
her  till  the  Saturday. 

Did  any  voters  resident  in  the  town  come  to 
vour  house  ?  » 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  were  all 
kinds  of  freemen. — I  believe  most  of  the  free¬ 
men  were  in  first  and  last  belonging  to  Mr. 
Bird. 

I 

Am  I  to  understand  that  there  were  freemen, 
both  out  and  in-voters.^ 

Yes. 

What  number  might  be  there  in  the  course 
of  one  day  ? 

I  cannot  particularly  speak  to  any  number. 

Can  you  tell  us  nearly  the  number  ? 

No,  1  cannot;  there  might  be  one  hundred 
iny  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  or  more  than  that. 

Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Sa¬ 
muel  Stringer  f 

Yes. 

Edward  Arnold  ?  ‘ 

Yes. 

Joseph  WYstcott  ? 

Yes. 

William  Mann  ? 

Yes. 
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Were  tliosc  persons  at  your  liouse  during  the 
election  ?  ^ 

Yes  ;  they  were  the  persons  who  eat  up  the 
meat,  and  had  the  manaoement  oF  all  that  was 
to  do. — Stringer  was  the  man  who  kept  the 
door. 

How  many  days  were  they  employed  ? 

Five  whole,  days. 

Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Sal¬ 
mons? 

Yes. 

What  was  his  employment  at  your  house  ? 

He  used  to  assist  with  the  bread,  and  cheese, 
and  things  that  came  in  ;  he  was  a  person  that 
used  to  eo  of  errands. 

D  id  vou  ever  see  Mr.  Bird  or  Mr.  Moore  at 


your  house  ? 

1  saw  Mr.  Bird,  but  never  saw  Mr.  IMoore  ; 
I  saw  young  Mr.  Moore. 

H(iw  often  did  you  see  Mr.  Bird  there? 

Four  or  hve  times. 


How  many  times  did  he  appear  to  come  in 
one  day  ? 

Somi- tunes  once.  sometimes  two  or 

thru"  tiines. 

Hati  he  la'i  cnennu  de  of  seein"  what  was 
passing  at  your  ^ 

Yes;  he  must  rnv,  it. 

How  often  ran-:'/,  fl’  :  f.I core’s  son  be  there  ? 

•  Most  days;  e  t  v.ee  a  dav. 

Do  you  i  emembe;  r  .-  c’.g  ,'ir.  Bird  at  your 
house,  at  the  close  r:  the  ooll  ? 

Yes.  ‘ 

State  the  converset.  n  druit  passed  between 
vou  and  him  at  tha-t  i  .  -.c  r 

There  was  no  oonve ;  oa.mn  passed  between 
him  and  me  ;  he  wen:  ::o  stairs  and  Arnold 
came  down  and  saa;  theto  was  no  more  to  be 
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given  away,  because  Mr.  Bird  liad  stopped  it. 
1  Here  was  bread  and  cheese,  and  other  things 


,  <uiu  uciier  tumors 

at  were  left  taken  away;  I  do  not  know 
Where  it  was  taken  to. 

When  was  this  ? 

it  might  be  two  or 
thiee  hours  before  the  poll  closed. 

dll  you  speak-  at  all  to  the  quantity  of  li¬ 
quor  that  was  consumed  in  your  house 

cannot  speak  to  any  quantity,  there  was  a 
good  dea  came  in  first  and  last;  but  I  can’t 
speak  to  the  quantity. 

Do  you 'know  whether  there  was  one;  'two,  ’ 
tliiee,  or  four  barrels  of  beer  ?  ' 

There  were  five  or  six  barrels  altogether;  •' 
^an  ymi  speak  to  the  quantity  of  meat  ? 
les  ;  Uu  the  Monday  there  were  four  leo-s 
of  mutton,  and  four  shoulders  brought  irt;' 

eie  might  be  that  quantity  cooked  every  day 
and  there  was  a  piece  of  beef.  ^ 

bomir?  was  hear  the  poll 

Yes.  ‘  ^  '  < 

Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys  had  a  house  a 

little  way  from  the  poll  booth.?  "•  -  ‘  f 

1  do  not  kiiow  it. 

Do' you  know  the  Peacock  public  house  ? 

Yes,  1  do.  '  '  • 

How  far  is  it  from  your  house  ? 

I  suppose  about  twenty  yards 

WhydidnotyousayL^atfe^^  ■  ■ 

1  did  not  recollect  it. 

How  long  havo  you  lived  in  that  house  ? 

About  four  years.  !  i 

^  our  husband  at  this  time  was  in  prison  ? 

1  es ;  and  is  now. 

I  also  understand  he  sent  for  Mr.  Bird,  and 

H  ll  ^ 
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Slid,  ^  might  have  your  house  to  put  his  out¬ 
voters  in  ? 

Y  es. 

You  yourself  offered  it,  I  believe,  as  well  as 

your  husband  ?  t  i  j 

No;  nor  I  did  not  know  that  my  husband 

had  offered  it,  till  a  person  came  from  Mr, 
Uird’s  committee,  and  desired  to*  have  a  room. 

You  say  there  was  bread  and  cheese,  and 
beer,  and  other  things ;  and  meat  given  to 
these  people  ? 

Yes. 

Were  the  people  who  came  there,  persons 
who  came  from  a  distance,  and  had  no  homes 
in  Coventry,  or  where  they  persons  who  lived 
in  the  town,  who  came  there  to  eat  and  drink  ? 

There  w^ere  both. 

,  Do  you  mean  that  the  men  who  came  to 
your  house,  came  at  that  time  only,  or  were 
they  persons  who  used  to  come  to  your  house, 
as  a  public  house? 

They  came  backwards  and  forwards. 

Do  you  not,  upon  your  oath,  believe  they 
came  there  as  an  asylum  frohi  the  weather,  till 
they  could  get  up  to  the  poll  ? 

No  ;  it  wuis  not  wet,  only  one  day. 

Upon  your  oath,  was  not  that  the  reason  ? 

They  came  to  dr.nk. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  persons  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  booth,  came  to  eat  and 
drink  at  your  house,  at  the  expence  of  the  can¬ 
didates  ? 

It  must  have  been  at  the  expence  of  some¬ 
body. 

Will  you  take  upon’ you  to  say  at  whose  ex- 
pence  it  was  at,  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

No,  I  cannot. 

Did  Mr.  Bird  ever  give  orders  for  any  thing  ^ 
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Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Did  you  ever  receive  uiiy  message  from  him, 
for  any  thing  to  be  given  away? 

No. 

W  as  not  the  only  message  you  understood 
from  Mr.  Bird,  that  no  more  should  be  given 
away  as  soon  as  the  poll  was.  closed,  and 
when  the  out-voters  could  no  loimer  remain 

,  O 

tor  any  good  purpose? 

That  was  the  first  messao^c  I  could  have 
from  Mr.  Bird. 

After  the  poll  was  over,  the  out-voters  did, 
or  ought  to  have  gone  away? 

That  I  do  not  know  any  thing  about. 

Did  any  of  them  in*  fact,  stay  there  after¬ 
wards  i 

No;  they  did  not. 

After  that  did  any  person  come  to  your 
house,  oi  did  they  get  any  thing. 

Not  after  that. 

Did  any  body  come  to  your  house,  or  have 
any  thing  before  the  poll  began  ? 

No;  the  poll  was  on  three  days  before  any 
body  came  to  our  house ;  there  was  nothing 
given  away  till  the  Monday,  after  the  Thursday 
that  the  poll  began. 

You  have  told  us  what  passed  during  *the 
time  of  polling  ? 

Yes. 

Was  your  house  kept  open  to  entertain  peo¬ 
ple  at  night,  after  the  poll  was  over?  -  ■ 

No. 

Was  there  a  single  thing  ever  had  by  any 
voter  that  you  know  of,  after  the  poll  was  over? 

No  ;  Arnold,  the  Glazier,  locked  up  every 
thing  when  the  poll  was  over,  and  took  the 
other,  keys  wdth  him  as  soon  as  the  poll*  was 
closed  every  evening. 

H  h  2 
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All  then  that  happened  with  respect  to  this 
rehcshment,  was  during  the  time  they  wer&  go¬ 
ing  backwards  and  forwards  polling?  • 

\  es  ;  it  was, 

\  OLi  said  you  had  seen  Mr.  Bird  several 
times  in  your  house  ? 

1  es. 

W  as  it  not  Mr.  Bird’s  business  to  come  and 
tr.ke  up,  the  voters  to  poll  ?  '  ’ 

^  Yes  ;  sometimes  1  saw  him^  and  sometimes  1 
did  not. 

But  was  not  that  the  purpose  for  which  he 
was  there? 

Yes. 

You  know  that  they  went  two  at  a  time 
to  vote? 

Yes  ;  they  did  poll  two  and  two. 

And  Mr.  Bird’s  going  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  was  to  take  up  his  voters,,  when  it  was 
his  turn  to  poll? 

Yes. 

He  used  to  come  with  the  music? 

Yes. 

That  was  the  way  he  was  employed  ? 

Yes. 

And  except  during  the  time  they  were  there 
waiting,  there  was  nothing  of  the  sort  you 

described  passing;  it  was  locked  up  and  ho-, 
body  admitted  ?  F  «  no 

Yes. 

And  after  the  poll  closed^  not  u  thing  de- 
livered  of  any  description  ? 

Y"es, 

I  believe  there  was  a  man  at  the  door,  to 
prevent  improper  persons  coming  in  ? 

Yes  ;  to  let  no  body  in  but  voters. 

In  point  of  fact,  did  these  persons  ever  paj 

for  what  they  hud  ?  ,  * 
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No. 

Did  any  of  them  ^ 

No. 

Did  they  come  in  merely  in  consequence  of 
had  weather,  or  for  other  reasons  ? 

They  must  have  come  in  for  eating  and 
drinking;  it  could  not  be  for  bad  weather,  for 
the  weather  was  very  line. 

Members.  You  say  your  husband  was  in 
gaol  during  the  time  ? 

Yes. 

W  hat  house  is  it  you  keep,  it  is  not  a  public 
house  is  it  ? 

No. 


When  did  you  first  know  that  the  house  was 
to  be  open  for  Mr.  Bird’s  friends  ? 

On  the  Saturday  before  the  Monday  ;  and 
Mr.  Twist  sent  word  to  Mr.  Bird’s  committee  ^ 

How  do  you  know  that  such  a  message  was 
sent ;  how  did  you  hear  of  it  ? 

My  husband  told  me  he  had  sent  such  a 
message. 

Did  any  body  come  to  your  house  to  direct 
that  it  should  be  opened  ? 

There  was  a  young  man  came  from  one 
of  Mr.  Bird’s  friends,  who  sent  him  I  don’t 
know . 

You  say,  you  saw  Mr.  Bird  there  every 
day  during  the  poll  ? 

Yes;  nearly  every  day;  sometimes  once, 
sometimes  tw'ice  or  three  times. 

M  hen  he  came  to  the  house,  did  he  say  any 
thing,  or  did  he  merely  come  to  the  door  ? 

He  went  up  stairs,  but  never  continued 
above  five  minutes  at  a  time. 

What  was  doing  up  stairs? 

The  Freemen  were  there  getting  refreshment. 

Is  young  Mr.  Moore  the  son  of  Mr.  Moore  ? 

H  ii  3 
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Yes. 

You  have  told  us  nothing  was  paid  for  this 
refreshment.?^ 

Yes. 

Have  you  ever  been  paid  for  your  trouble  ? 

No. 

By  whose  order  was  Arnold  stationed  there 
to. take  care  of  the  provisions? 

J  do  not  know. 

Did  you  know  Arnold  before  this  time  I 

Yes. 

You  was  living  in  the  house? 

Yes. 

Then  how  came  he  to  come  and  lock  up  the 
place  ? 

I  do  not  know.  - 

You  say  there  were  some  joints  of  meat  -sent 
in;  was  meat  sent  in  every  day? 

Yes.  .  . 

What  quantity  ? 

The  first  day  four  legs  of  mutton  and  four 
shoulders  ;  at  an  average  of  that  every  dav. 

Was  that  quantity  consumed  every  day? 

Y  es. 

What  quantity  of  liquor  was  sent  in? 

I  ran  not  speak  to  that. 

Can  you  at  all  speak  to  any  quantity  that 
wms  sent  in  ? 

I  cannot. 

Was  there  a  barrel  sent  in  ? 

No ;  it  came  in  in  bottles. 

Hovv  did  the  beer  come  in?  . 

In  barrels. 

How  many  barrels  were  sent  in? 

I  cjinnot  say  how  many  barrels,  between  ale 
and  porter  there  might  be  five  or  six  barrels  sent 
in. 

Was  young.Mr.  Moore  there  every  day? 
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Yes,  I  beiieve  he  was. 

You  had  no  conversation  yourself  with  Mr. 
Bird  res^j)ecting  the  provisions  ^ 

No,  1  had  no  conversation  vvith  Mr.  Bird  at 
all. 


DI  d  you  know  any  of  the  voters  who  fre- 
C[uented  your  house  personally  ? 

Yes,  1  knew  several  of  them. 

Were  they  town’s  people  or  strangers  ? 

Some  .were  town’s  people,  and  -soiim  were 
strangers. 

Were  you  ever  in  the  room  when  they  were 
eatino;  and  drinkino  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  the  town’s  people  eating  and 
driirl<ins;  in  the  same  manner  as  the  stranc^ers  ? 

V 

Yes.  ■ 


Do  you  expect  to  be  paid  for  the  uae  of  your 
hwiSe  ?  < 

Yes — I  did  expect  something,  luit  4  have 
'not  been  paid  any  thmg  yet. 

You  hired  a  cook  to  dress  the, provisions;  do 
yon  know'  of  your  knowledge  who  paid -tlie 
cook?  -■*.? 

I  paid  her.  • 

Dow  much?  ‘ 

I  paid  her  seven  shillings ;  she  was  there 
seven  days. 

You  say  Arnold  had  some  conversation  with 
Mr.  Bird  the  last  day  of  the  poll,  when  tlie 
poll  was  closed  ?  ' 

Yes,  Arnold  brought  a  message  dov/ii  stairs 
th^t  Mr,  Bird  had  stopped  it. 

Then  in  point  or  fact,  Arnold  did  on  the 
last  day,  as  he  had  done  every  other  day,  at  the 
end  of  the  poll  he  locked  up  every  thing  ? 

Yes. 
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If  a  man  was  going  to  poll  that  morning  he 
was  brought  to  your  house  to  stay  till  there  was 
an  opportunity  for  him  to  vote? 

Ves;  and  when  they  were  wanted  they  were 
called. 

That  was  the  purpose  to  which  your  house 
■was  a[)plied,  to  keep  voters  in  till  they  were 
brought  up  to  poll  ?  ^ 

It  could  not  be  only  for  the  use  of  that. 

Why  not? 

Because  there  were  a  great  many  came  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards  after  they  did  poll. 

Do  you  know  it  they  came  backwards  and 
for  wards  before  they  polled? 

Yes;  I  saw  them  go  in  and  out  before  they 
polled,  and  come  in  after  they  had  polled. 

Did  any  of  the  townsfolks  come  before  they 
had  polled  ? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  know  that  ? 

I  saw  most  of  them  go  out  to  poll;  and  I 
have  heard  them  say  when  they  came  in  that 
they  had  polled. 

And  those  persons  had  been  in  the  house 
several  times  before  they  did  poll? 

Yes,  waiting  there  to  be  polled  ;  that  was 
one  purpose. 

You  prepared  no  regular  dinner? 

No;  what  they  had  to  cat  was  cold. 

You  mean  to  say,  that  to  your  knowdedee 
the  voters  had  a  right  to  come  any  day  during 
that  week  backwards  and  forwards  ? 

Yes. 

W  ithdrew; 

^^ILLIAM  BiCKNELL  ClAEKE,  CCtlicd  ill  (itld 

szcorn. 

Your  usual  residence  is  in  London,  I  be¬ 
lieve  ? 
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Were  you  at  Duncliurch  at  any  time  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  election^  or  during  the  election  ? 

I  was. 

M  as  you  at  Mr,  Shaw’s  house  ? 

Yes  ;  1  was  there  during  the  whole  election. 

\  ou  lodged  at  Mr.  Shaw’s  house  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  Samuel  Tipson  there  r 
1  did. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  that  passed  at 
that  time,  resjiecting  Shaw’s  vote  ? 

\  es  ;  there  were  several  gentlemen  soliciting 
Shaw  (or  his  vote,  on  both  sides. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  Tipson  coming.? 

I  do. 

Confine  yourself  to  what  passed  at  that 
time  ? 

Mr.  Tipson  came  a  day  or  two  previous  to 
the  closing  of  the  election ;  and  Mr.  Tipson 
solicited  Mr.  Shaw  for  his  vote,  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore;  but  JNir.  Shaw  had 
previously  declared,  he  would  not  go  on  be¬ 
half  of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore,  or  on  be* 
half  of  Mr.  Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow,  unless 
he  was  paid  as  a  London  vote,— He  did  not 
care  w^hich,  he  would  go  for  either. 

Did  he  tell  Tipson  for  whaLsum  he  would 
go .? 

He  said  he  would  go  for  ten  pounds,  or  ten 
guineas;  1  cannot  say  which. 

What  did  Mr.  Tipson  say  to  that  .? 

Mr.  Tipson  did  not  exactly  agree  to  pay  it 
,to  him. — He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  paid  to  him¬ 
self,  that  nothing  might  be  heard  of  it  after¬ 
wards,  but  to  some  of  his  family;  this  he 
said  himself. — Mr.  Shaw  said  there  was  some 
hops  he  owed  Mi’.  Drayson  for. 
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.  Wlio  is  Mr.  Draysori  ? 

He  kee[)s  the  Star  nearly  facing  Mr.  Shaw; 
they  proposed  that  I  should  go  to  Mr.  Dray- 
son  s  hoLisCj  and  see  the  hops  paid  for,  which 
came  to  about  seven  pounds,  or  thereabouts  ; 
and  there  was  some  hay  and  things  of  that 
sort, —  f  hey  were  to  be  taken  out  of  the  book, 
and  the  rest  of  the  money  was  to  be  paid  to 
Mrs.  Burbridge. 

The  rest  of  what.? 

The  remainder  of  tfie  ten  pounds. 

Who  is  Mrs.  Burbridge  ,? 

Mr.  Shaw’s  daughter. 

Did  you  go  over  to  Mr.  Drayson’s  inconse¬ 
quence  of  this  .? 

I  did,  I  went  over;  I  understood  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  between  Tipson,  Drayson,  and  ano¬ 
ther  gentleman. 

By  whose  desire,  did  you  go  over  .? 

By  Mr.  Shaw’s  desire. — The  book  was  open 
there,  and  I  believe  it  wnis  crossed  through  ; 
and  it  was  understood  between  me  and  Mr. 
Drayson  that  Shaw  was  no  longer  indebted  to 
him  for  hops,  and  then  we  came  away,  and 
he  was  to  go  and  vote. — I  went  over  to  Shaw’s 
house,  and  told  him  it  was  all  settled. 

Who  was  present.^ 

Mr.  Shaw,  and  I  think  Mr.  Tipson;  but  I 
will  not  be  positive. 

W  as  Mrs.  Burbridge  present .? 

I  cannot  recollect  whether  she  was  or  not; 
but  it  was  very  well  understood  between  Tip- 
son  and  Shaw,  that  the  hops  bad  been  paid  for. 

I  told  Shaw  the  books  were  cleared  of  the 
debt. 

Did  any  thing  pass  about  the  rest  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  .? 

I  understood  from  Mr.  Shaw,  and 
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Shawls  daugliter,  that  they  were  to  have  the 
remainder  ^oF  the  money. — Mrs.  Burbridgc 
wished  him  to  vote  For  Barlow  and  Jefierys, 
and  he  meant,  I  believe,  to  have  done  so. 

When  did  he  in  Fact  go  to  Coventry 

I  think  this  was  on  the  Friday,  and  I  think 
on  the  Saturday  inornuig  Mr.  Shaw  requested 
1  would  go  down  to  Coventry  with  him. — [ 
will  not  be  positive  whether  this  business  was 
not  settled  on  the  same  morning  that  he  ivent 
to  Coventry  to  poll. 

,  Did  you  go  with  him  ? 

I  did;  I  saw  him  vote  For  Mr.  Bird  andMr. 
Moore. 

Cross-examined, — So  you  happened  to  be  at 
Dunchurch,  did  you? 

Yes. 

During  the  whole  election  ? 

Yes. 

Then  have  the  goodness  to  tell  the  commit¬ 
tee  who  you  are,  and  what  is  your  way  of  life  ? 

{  was  brought  up  to  the  profession  of  the 
law. 

1  ask  you  how  you  get  your  living  .? 

I  am  at  Dunchurt^h  to  prosecute  people  un¬ 
der  the  Post  Horse  Act,  and  under  the  Act  of  . 
Parliament  For  collecting  in  the  King’s  Duty 
upon  Horses  let  out  by  unlicensed  persons, 
dealers  in  horses,  not  licensed. — I  went  out  with 
a  gentleman  who  had  an  authority  from  th<£ 
Treasury. 

I  ask  you  how  you  get  your  living  ? 

They  pay  me  for  making  out  Summqns  and 
Informations  against  persons  who  defraud  the 
revenue. 

Are  you  not  a  common  Informer? 

Certainly  I  have  laid  a  great  number  of  in¬ 
formations.  .  <  .  < 
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Was  you  at  W arvvick  at  any  tim-e  ? 

Yes. 

In  the  course  of  your  business  } 

I  never  did  any  business  there  at  all. 

Was  you  not  concerned  in  any  thing  at  all** 

No. 

Who  was  with  you  there? 

There  were  several  other  people. 

Can  you  recollect  their  names? 

Yes;  Mr.  Marsden,  a  Mr.  Crossly,  and  a 
Mr.  Fellows. 

What  connection  have  you  with  Mr.  Shaw.? 

None  at  all ;  I  am  quite  independent  of  Mr. 
Shaw;  he  keeps  an  inn,  and  I  only  came 
there,  and  put  up  at  the  time  we  did  business 
round  the  country  there;  and  the  reason  I  was 
there  was,  government  thought  I  was  a  kt  per¬ 
son  to  s^nd  down  ;  these  are  mere  nominal 
things. 

W;as  you  eniployed  by  government  or  the 
tanners  of  the  Post  Horse  Duty  ? 

By  the  farmers. 


That  you  call  the,  government  ? 

It  is  the  same  thing,— I  knew  nothing  of  the 
offeBcea  being  .committed,  they  were  collected 
for  me  and  brought  to  me, 

Ypa  was  at  Shaw's,  at  the  inn  ? 

Ye?.  ;,  ^  ^  * 

Were  you  and  him'  ol'd' acquaintance  ? 

No ;  I  never  saw  the  man, before  in  my  life  r. 

Mr.  Tipson  was  there  >t  the  time  ?^ 

He.  was.  ,  ■  '  V 

Mr.  ripson  was  present  nl  'the' eoii^ersation 
you  have  stated.?  .  , 

Wjis  present  af  th'e  first  part  o.f  if.  ' 

fell  me  anj  fact  at  wMill  a  third' person  n'as' 
present?  ^ 


Mr.  Tipson  was  present  with  Shaw  and  me. 
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when  they  proposed  going  over  to  Drayson's, 
and  the  money  was  to  be  crossed  out  of  the 
book. 

Tell  me  any  thing  that  passed  in  the  hearing 
of  another  person  ? 

Mr.  Shaw  desired  me  to  go  (wer  with  Mr. 
Tipson  to  Mr.  Drayson,  to  see  that  it  was 
crossed  out. 

That  was  the  first  thing? 

1^0  ;  M  r.  Tipson  first  proposed  his  voting  for 
Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore,  and  then  Mr.  ST  aw 
said  il  he  would  give  him  ten  guineas  he  would. 
He  understood  that  was  what  the  London  vot¬ 
ers  had. 

Neither  more  or  less  ? 

Ten  guineas,  or  ten  pounds,  T  am  not  clear 
'  which;  then  Mr.  Tipson  and  Mr.  Shaw  both 
proposed  that  the  money  should  not  be  paid  ill 
the  house,  because  it  might  turn  out  there 
I  might  be  a  scrutiny. 

When  Mr. Tipson  agreed  to  give  it  him,  no- 
^  body  was  present  but  you  and  Mr.  Tipson  and 
Shaw  ? 

Yes. 

He  agreed  to  that,  but  did  not  pay  the  mo- 
I  ney  in  the  house  i 

He  said  the  best  way  wmuld  be  to  go  over  to 
Mr.  Drayson-s,  for  he  owed  him  some  monev 
for  some  hops. 

Wlien  was  that  said. ^ 

I  •  Shaw,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tipson  saying  not  to' 

I  pay  it  in  the  house  said,  I  owe  Mr. 'Drayson  as 
much  money  for  hops  and  other  things  as  se¬ 
ven  pounds  odd.  ' 

Seven  pounds  odd,  was  it  ? 

Yes. — L  owe  Drayson  seven  pounds.odd  for 
hops,  and  1  think  hay,  and  straw;  then  Shav 
said  to  Mr.  Clarke  if  you  would  have  th 
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goodness  to  go  over  and  see  that  this  is  crossed 
out  of  the  book. — I  do  not  know  whether  he 
told  me  to  bring  a  receipt  or  not_,  but  however 
I  was  to  go  and  understand  from  Mr.  Drayson 
*  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  debt^  and  it  was 
to  be  crossed  out^  and  that  the  remainder  of 
the  money  he  said  would  come  round  in  the  fa- 
mily. — It  would  not  he  paid  to  him,  but  in  the 
end  he  would  have  it,  and  a  chaise  was  to  he 
provided  ;  it  was  to  be  a  job  for  the  day,  and 
that  should  be  paid  also. 

How  came  Drayson  to  be  a  party  for  this. — 
How  came  you  to  think  Drayson  would  give 
you  a  receipt  for  it  without  the  money  ;  you 
did  not  know  Drayson  ? 

Yes  ;  I  knew  him  very  well. 

In  former  conversations  you  understood  that 
he  owed.this  seven  pounds  odd? 

Yes. 

^  How  came  you  to  suppose  Drayson  would 
give  you  a  receipt  for  any  purpose  you  should 
state  to  him  ? 

There  was  a  Mr.  Hame,  who  was  very  much 
attached  to  the  Blue  interest;  he  was  very  in¬ 
timate  with  Mr.  Drayson,  and  Mr.  Drayson 

was  also  attached  to  the  Blue  interest. _ 

dhe  cairiage  used  to  go  their  house. — I  know 
very  well  that  Mr.  Tipson  went  over  to  ac¬ 
quaint  '  Mr.  Drayson  to  settle  this  business 
previous  to  my  going  over.— All  I  was  to  do, 
was  to  see  that  it  was  crossed  out. 

Then  Mr.  Tipson  went  over  to  settle  it  ? 

Yes. 

Then  you  made  a  trifling  mistake  ;  before 
you  said  you  went  over  to  settle  it  ? 

No  ;  it  was  settled  between  Mr.  Tipson  and 
Mr.  Drayson. — Mr.  Drayson  said  T  shall  take 
this  out  of  the  hook  Mr.  Clarke,  and  I  dare 
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say  it  will  be  all  right,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

1  conceived  Drayson  knew  the  whqle  of  the  bu¬ 
siness. 

.  Mr.  Clarke,  Drayson  said  to  you,  I  will  strike 
this  out  of  the  book,  audit  is  all  rieht.^ 

Yes. 

Did  you’ see  it  scratched  out  ? 

Yes. 

Tn  what  way  was  it  scratched  out  ? 

Iwo  cross  lines  in  the  common  way. 

\  ou  brought  a  receipt,  did  you  not  ? 

No;  [  was  a  witness  that  be  was  satisfied. — I 
dare  say  Mr.  Shaw  would  not  have  sent  me  if  < 
he  had  not  thought  me  competent  to  the  busi¬ 
ness,  and  be  satisfied  with  what  I  did. — There 
was  nothing  about  a  receipt  mentioned  till  I 
came  back. — He  asked  me  if  I  had  got  a  re¬ 
ceipt,  I  said  no,  it  is  all  right,  Mr.  Drayson  has 
agreed  not  to  call  upon  you  for  it. 

The  two  pounds  odd  the  remainder,  was  to 
come  round  in  the  family  .? 

Yes. 

What  do  you  mean  by  coming  round  in  the 
family  ? 

It  was  not  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Shaw,  but  to  Mrs. 
Burbridge,  or  the  gentleman,  or  the  children* 
or  Mrs.  Shaw  ;  and  then  he  could  say  he  had 
not  received  it. 

And  do  you  really  mean  to  tell  me  you  was 
silly  enough  suppose  it  would  have  any  effect? 

Mrs.  Burbridge  lent  the  money  to  Mr.  Tip- 
son  to  pay  it,  because  he  had  not  got  the  ten 
pounds  about  him. 

Who  did  he  pay  it  to  ? 

To  Mrs  Burbridge  I  believe. 

Did  you  see  that? 

I  think  I  did  see  it  in  her  hand ;  and  I  am 
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almosf  sure  she  came  into  the  kitchen  and  said 
i  have  got  tlie  residue  of  the  money. 

Mrs.  Burbridge  lent  the  money  to  pay  who? 

To  pay  herselt  or  Mr.  Shaw;  I  am  very 
well  salisried  that  the  debt  due  to  Drayson  was 
not  then  paid. 

Though  you  Iiad  been  over  and  settled  it/ 
they  atterwards  came  back  to  settle  tlie  re^ 
iiiai  rider 

Yes. 

Had  you,  when  the  money  was  lent  by  Mrs. 
Burbidge  to  Mr.  Tipson,  to  pay  Mi-.  Shaw, 
had  you,  or  had  you  not,  been  over  to  Mr. 
Drayson  ? 

I  had. 

YVhat  did  yon  do  at  Drayson’s? 

1  he  bo'ok  was  open,  1  was  called  into  the 
bar,  and  Mr.  Drayson  crossed  it  out. 

What  did  he  cross  out  ? 

A; debt  of  seven  pound  odd. 

Then  you  returned  afterwards;  and  then  the 
remainder  was  to  be  paid 

Then  the  remainder  was  to  be  paid. 

But  you  say  the  whole  ten  pound  was  to  be 
paid;  the  reason  assigned  was,  because  he  had 
not  so  much  as  ten  pound  ;  is  that  so.f* 

Ten  pound  was  not  wanted  then ;  when 
IVIr.  Tipson  came  to  Shaw,  he  told  him,  1  w  ill 
give  ^ ou  ten  pound  if  you  will  go  and  vote 
foi  us.  Shaw  says,  I  will  not  receive  money 
myself;  if  you  will  go  over  and  settle  w'ith 
Draj'son,  and  pay  the  remainder  to  my  family: 
when  we  had  been  over  to  Drayson  and 
settled  that,  we  came  back,  and  Mrs.  Burbridge 
paid  the  remainder  to  Tipson. 

The  seven  pound  odd,  you  have  settled  with 
Drayson  ? 
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^  ou  came  back  and  told  Tipson  you  had 
settled  it  ? 

No;  I  told  Mr.  Shaw  I  had  settled  it;  Mr” 
Tipsorij  I  believe,  was  in  the  house  at  that 
time. 

When  Mr.  Tipson  was  in  the  house,  you 
told  Mr.  Shaw  the  seven  pound  odd  was  settled? 
Yes. 

Then  Mr.  Tipson  must  have  known  he 
wanted  only  two  pounds  odd? 

Yes.  .  ■> 

I 

-Then  why  was  he  to  borrow  because  he  had 
not  ten  pound  ? 

i  rather  think  he  had  no  money  at  all,  for  I 
have  understood  since  that  Mr.  Hume  paid 
-Drayson  for  the  hops. 

Then  upon  your  credit  only,  Brayson  cross¬ 
ed  it  out  of  his  book  ? 

Yes  ;  I  understood  they  had  settled  the  mode 
of  proceeding,  before  I  went  over. 

iiierefore,  in  fact,  you  only  went  oyer  to  put 
an  end  to  that  which  you  thought  was  already 
settled  and  understood  ?  ' 

Yes. 

\  ou  say  that  ]Mrs.  Eurbridge  shewed  you  the 
two  pound  odd,  in  her  hand  ? 

I  am  perfectly  confident  she  did  :  I  will  not 
swear  to  it.  I  am  perfectly  independent  of 
the  transactions  connected  whh  the  election;  I 
did  it  merely  to  oblige  my  friend. 

'You  are  sure  Mrs.  Biirbridge  lent  the  monev  ^ 
She  told  me  so. 

You  saw  the  money  in  her  hand? 

I  have  no  doubt  of  it :  1  do  believe  she 
came  into  the  kitchen,  and  shewed  me  the 
money. 

Tt  was  the  money  that  was  afterwards  paid 
back  to  her  ? 
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Yes. 

Did  she  shew  it  you  before  or  after^  she  re¬ 
ceived  it  back  ? 

She  told  me  she  lenjt  it^  for  the  purpose  of 
deceiving  her  father;  they  went  into  the  back 
parlour  to  manufacture  that. 

You  was  not  admitted  there  ? 

I  was  not  asked  to  go  in. 

Then  you  do,  not  know  any,  one  of  those  cir- 
ciimstances;  but  what- she  told  you  after  the 
seven  pound  odd  was  transacted  f 

No;  only  from  what  has  happened. 

Did  she  give  you  any  reason  for  her  lending 
money  to  pay- herself? 

Yes ;  ^he  said  Mr.  Tipson  had  not  money, 
and  thereToreshe  was  to  lend  it  to  Mr.  Tipson, 
and  at  Coventry  he  would  pay  her  again;  he 
paid  it  back  to  her  in  the  father’s  presence. 

What  was  the  reason  Shaw,  was  to  be  such  a 
cypher  in  all  this? 

He  said  he  would  not  go  till  the  money  was 
bpna  fide  paid. 

Why  did  not  Mr.  Shaw  take  the  money  ? 

He  thought  he  could  not  vote  with  pro¬ 
priety  then. 

He  would  have  taken,  a  receipt:^  if  he  had, 
got  it ;  but  he  would  not  have  received  the 
money,  because  it  was  not  proper  ? 

Yes. 

Members.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Shavv  after  the 
election  ? 

I  went  to  Coventry  with  him,  to  the  elec¬ 
tion. 

Did  he  ever  complain  to  you  afterwards  that 
Drayson  had  not  scratched  it  out? 

No  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  was  at  Shaws  some 
time  after,  and  Mr.  Drayson  said,  Shaw,  there 
is  a  little  hay  owing,  and  I  said,  did  not  you 
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understand  every  thing  was  scratched  out  of 
the  book  at  the  election,  respecting  the  hdps, 
and  every  thing  else;  and  I  said  yes^  certainly^ 
I  saw  it  scratched  out  myself.  I  will  not  swear 
to  It,  but  1  think  I  saw  him  scratch  it  out ;  I  do 
not  swear  absolutely  that  it  was  so,  but  I  do 
verily  believe  that  the  pen  was  drawn  across 
the  book. 

Who  was  Mr.  Tipson 

An  agent;  one  of  the  gentlemen  that  were 
collecting  votes  at  the  election,  he  used  to  ride 
backwards  and  forwards. 

Did  you  see  him  collecting  votes  during  the 
election. 

Yes;  he  brought  a  great  number  to  Mr. 
Shaw’s :  he  was  there  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  almost  every  day,  and  so  did  the  other 
party. 

And  Mr.  Tipson  was  active  in  bringing  votes 
for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore 

'\r  \ 

1  es. 

What  stile  of  life  is  he  in,  an  attorney? 

No ;  he  keeps  a  shoemakers  shop,  I  under¬ 
stand  at  Coventry. 

You  frequently  sav/  him  brino^ins:  voters  to 
Mr.  Shaw’s. 

Yes  ;  he  was  a  very  active  zealous  man,  and 
a  very  good  kind  of  man. 

You  used  the  term  agent  just  now  ? 

I  thought  so  from  his  collecting  votes,  and 
transancting  tliis  business  with  Mr.  Shaw  ; 
I  thought  none  but  an  agent  would  have  so 
contracted. 

Respecting  the  money  borrovired  by  Mrs. 
Br.rbridge,  was  that  money  ever  paid  back 
again  ^ 

On  the  day  the  summonses  were  served,  on 
the  Saturday,  about  the  thirteenth  or  fonv- 
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to  'observe  his^ 


-  lud  Diinchurch  again, 

and  Mr.  1  ,pso„  was  sent  for  from  Cdvemrv 

Mrs  HnV  I  "“*■  i,  and 

sxnt  fo,  I  went  out,  I  was 

^Uit  to  ,  and  called  into  the  parlour,  and  Mrs 

JUurbridge  and  Mr.  Shaw  sa  d,  obs;n"e  ti  it 

t  money  that  Mrs.  Brnbridot 

it  It'  and  now  I  will  pay 

It  him  bac.t  again,  fo,-  J  understand,  Ifora  iU 

Burbndge,  that  he  did  not  give  Mr  Shaw  fo;; 

‘■'oney,  he  only  lent  ithef:  Mr  Shaw ",  td 
observe  this.  ^judvv  ..iha. 

Which  of  them  told  you 
was  It  Tipson  or  Burbrido'c  ? 

.^t  was  i\fr.  Shaw. 

To  observe  what. ^ 

To  observe  that  Mrs.  Burbridge  naid  back 
tuis  money  to  Mr.  Tipsoo  ‘ 

a  Srr;l“-  ““'i-  "  '■  '‘‘t”” ' 

\es  itis;  it  vyas  two  pounds  seventeen  s' il- 
my,nwas  paid  first  from  Tipsdn  toBmbridte 
bacfiwau.s  and  rorwafos,  I  believe  three  times.' 

ho  borrowed  It  first.? 

•  I^mTridge  paid  it  to  Mr.  Tipson'fi-st 

I  order  that  he  may  pay  it  back  to  iL  before 

vlien  fo’  r"'  ‘ "‘’«;'«imiintcd  her  father 
^  icn  tl)i5  came  out,  about  the  siunmouse* 

Mie  had  lerit  so  much  money  to  Mr.  Tio^oa 

It  might  bo  said  he  did  not  receive  any 

thatXfo  Mr.  Tipson, 

-  hei  iathci,  and  havkur  been  repaid  that 

“sbe^t  11*1  ""'f  '^'’P^O"  ^  ' 

bhc  told  her  fiither  so. 
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So  that  she  had  not  the  money  at  at  last  ? 

Mr.  Tipson  had  the  money  at  last;  I  do  not 
know  wliether  he  ever  paid  her  back  again. 
I  understood  from  Mrs.  Burbridge^  that  she 
lent  it  to  Mr.  Tipson  originally. 

Mr.  Tipson  and  Mr.  Hume,  you  say,  had 
settled  this  hop  account  with  Drayson  ? 

I  understood  so,  from  Mr.  Shaw. 

How  came  you  to  be  sent  to  see  it  crossed  ? 

Because  Mr.  Shaw  would  not  trust  cither 
Mr.  Tipson  or  Mr.  Hume. 

He  chose  you  in  preference  to  them.^ 

^  es. 

Did  he  desire  you  to  bring  a  receipt  ? 

No  ;  he  asked  me  for  one,  when  I  came 
back. 

Then  perhaps  you  knew  that  this  was 
bribery  ? 

1  conceived  so. 

And  with  a  full  knb'wledge  that  this  was 
bribery,  you  chose  to  make  yourself  an  agent 
upon  this  occasion? 

I  certainly  did  ;  but  I  conceived  myself  hot 
at  all  implicated  it  it. 

And  you,  with  a  knowledge  of  its  being 
bribery,  went  as  a  '^itnes*  to  see  this  '^ebt 
crossed  off  ? 

Certaitily. 

Withdrew. 
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'  .  Thursday  March  fid,  1803.  :  - 

Francis  Dickens,  Esq.  ia  the  Chair. 

J^tlliani  Clayton,  called  in  and  szvorn. 

Where  do  you  live  ? 

At  Coventry  .? 

Do  you  keep  a  public  house  ? 

Street’  Wind-Mill,  in  Spon- 

Are  you  a  voter  for  Coventry  ^ 

Yes.;  .  ■ 

M  ho  did  3^ou  vote  for  ^ 

Eoi  Ml.  Eai'low  anct  M^r.  Jeiferys. 

During  the  last  election  had  you  any  of  the 
ireeineii  frequently  in  your  house  .? 

^  es,  theie  were  a  lew  came  to  my  house 
and  out-voters  as  well  ;  and  a  few  of  mv 
neighbours.  <  J 

By  your  neighbours,  you  mean  residents  of 
Coventry 

Yes.  •  •• 

Were -they  freemen  voters  of  Coventry  ? 

Chieby  lieemen  ;  there  might  be  some  few 
who  were  not. 

And  any  of  their^friends  that  were  not  voters.^ 

Yes;  some  neighbours  who  lived  by  the 
outer  part  of  the  town. 

Did  they  use  to  eat  and  drink  tiiere  .? 

A  little  now  and  then  of  an  evenino-^  after 
they  had  spent  their  day  at  the  poll  booth. 

What  number  do  you  think 

Ko  great  many. 

Guess  within  five  or  ten  .? 

Ihey  varied,  1  cannot  tell. 

Can’t  you  guess  within  ten  or  twenty  ? 
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Tw'eiity  ^3xoecded  ;  i  ^ think  tht're  were  not 
quite  so  maaiy  as  t^'enty  at  one  time. 

Did  the  same  persons'  use  to  come  every  day  ? 

1  believe  tiiey  were  nearly  the  same.  , 

Are  yon  hot  sure  ? . 

It  inii^ht  vary,  some  mi'jfht  come  one  even- 
ing  and  some  might  stop  away. 

They  might  change  as  convenience  suited? 
Yes 

Did  they  sup  there? 

Jvo  never. 

And  what  sort  of  refreshment  did  they  use 
to  have  ? 

A  little  beer  t  gave  them.  •  ' 

Any  thing  else  ? 

I  believe  once  or  twice,  they,  might  have 
some  bread  and  cheese,  but  1  never  cooked 
any  thing  hot  for  them. 

Do  yotemean  that  was  all  they  had  ? 

They  might  have  a  little  cold  meat  at  some 
time  or  other. 

At  your  house  ?  • 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  whether  they  had  or  not  ? 

Not  for  a  constancy. 

Do  you  mean  that  they  did  every  night 
some  of  them  r 

No,  not  every  night. 

I  ask  whether  on  every  night  of  the  elec¬ 
tion,  some  of  the  voters  were  not  at  your  house  ? 
1  believe  they  were.  .  > 

Do  you  know  whether  they  were  there,  did 

voii  see  them  ?  i 

Y  es ;  more  or  less  every  night,  •  '  > 

Did  those  wlio  were  generally  there,  (I  do 
not  mean  every  man)  generally  eat  and  drink 
at  your  house  ?  .1 

Yes  they  did. 
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liees??"  confine  j  to  hr  ad  -and 

/Il'.ej  had  some  cold  meat,  but  not  ev^rv 

nvgbt  liorto  make  any  kind  of  feast  f  rt.em. 

^id  3^ou  or  not,  prepare  meat  for  them  ? 

n  hat  was  cooked  for  the  family  at  dinner 
they  had  at  night.  dinner, 

"‘““‘her  there  was  not  some 
cooked  tor  these  persons  that  would  not  have 
been  cooked  but  toi  them  ? 

for'^omsdveT**”^'^  wanted 

^^t  and  drank,  pay  for 

what  they  had  ?  ■>  i  J 

They  did  not. 

^id  they  pay  for  any  part  ? 

J\o. 

On  what  account  did  you  furnish  them  witfe 
their  f  y°“ 

On  my  iown. 

Cn  my  own  account  only. 

V ou  had  no  orders  for  it? 
i  had  none. 

Had  you  any  intimation  givfen  to  you,  to  in¬ 
duce  you  to  do  it  ?'  °  j  ;  xo  in 

I'io. 

intimation  from  any  one  Jrei-son  living  • 
had  you  any  conversation  with  any  person  \i 

S'l™’  ''—"-'•"I  r™  ••  8i./.lT.hi2 

Ho. 
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You  swear  you  had  not  any  conversation 
with  any  one  upon  tiiat  subject;?  ■ 

No;  no  order  to  give  any  thing. 

I  ask  you  ’whether  you  did  not  understand 
from  somebody  that  you  ought  to  do  it,  or 
should  do  it,  or  any  thing  else  to  induce  you  ? 

No  ;  no  further  than  my  good  wislies  to  the 
cause ,  1  had  engaged  in,  aiid  because  i  had 
been  very  ill  used. 

What  cause  wag  it  that  carried  you  tins 

V  •  '  ^ 

length  ?  ...  1  » 

1  saw  my‘  poor  neighbours  in.  Mr.  Bird’s 
interest  come  home,  regularly  drunk  every 

What  cause  was  .you  engaged  ni  ? 

I  meant  to  give  my  vote,  .  ■ 

What  cause'  was  kvtbat  made  you  give, 
away  your  property  ?  ■  , 

It  was  my  own  free  choice^. 

You  said  ymu  ‘  was  a  friend  to  the  cause, 
w'hat  cause  do  yon  mean  ? 

The' success  of  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jef- 
fervs. 

I)o  ymu  know  Mr.  Rarlow  ? 

1  never  saw  him  but  once.  . 

When  was  that  ? 

At  the  poll  booth.  .  •  .  . 

Before  you  saw  Mr.  Barlow,  had  you  given 
away  any  of  the  meat  and  drink? 

Yes,  I  had  ;  but  I  did  n«t  go'up  to  vote  till 
the  seventh  or  eighth,  I  believe.  '  . 

Then  you  did  not  see  Mr.  Barlow  till  the 
seventh  or  eighth  day  of  the  poll,  and  yet  be¬ 
fore  the  poll  began  you  gave  away  your  pro¬ 
perty  to  support  his  cause  ?  y 

No,  not  before  the  election  wms;  it  was  the 
first  day  of  the  poll. 
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Who  was  to  pay  you  ? 

lhat  1  don’t  know ;  nobody  ever  ordered 
any  thing. 

1  did  not  ask  you  if  you  bad  a  demand  upon 
any  body  r  ^ 

1  had  not. 

Who  do  you  expect  is  »to  pay  you  ? 

what  I  d\f  but  triding 

How  much  was  the  amount^  you  kept  an  ac¬ 
count  of  jt_,  1  suppose  ? 

1  suppose,  if  I  had  been  to  be  paid  alL 

Idon  t  tnink  It  amounted  to  20).  or  a  little  above 

that;  a  part  of  that  was  to  the  out-voters. 

Hid  you  keep  no  account  of  what  vou  gave 
away  ?  ^ 

Ves ;  there  was  an  account  kept,  I  believe. 
Wlio  Kept  It  ? 

Chiefly  a  son  of  mine. 

Js  he  in  town  r 
No. 

Hid  he  keep  it  by  your  ordiers  ? 

Yes. 

Was  It  ever  ca^t  up,  and  known  how  rnueh 
It  amounted  to  ? 

I  believe  it  might. 

I  ask  whether  it  was,  upon  your  oath  ? 

Yes  itv/as  cast  up  I  believe 

wi'T’'  "P”"  ataountthat 

W  o  o  i 

so?  and  sol"''''*  something  under  SGl.  between 

When  was  tbefe  ever  a  bill  made  out. 'further 
than  the  account  kept  upon  any  doors  and 

pern  P“‘ ^rolapa- 

What  became  of  that  paper  ? 
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It  is  at  home. 

Was  it  ever  carried  any  where  out  of  your 
house 

Jt  never  was. 

Was  it  ever  offered  to  any  body  in  your 
house? 

No., 

Who  has  ever  seen  that  paper,  besides  your¬ 
self  and  your  son  ? 

I  do  not  know  that  any  body  has. 

Will  you  take  upon  yourself  to  swear  that 
nobody  has  never  been  to  look  at  that  paper  ? 

No  one  to  call  it  iii;,  as  to  be  paid. 

I  ask  you  a  plain  question  ;  1  ask  you  upon 
your  oath,  has  nobody  called  since  that  paper 
was  made  out,  to  look  at  it,  ? 

Yes, 

Who? 

Mr.  Vale. 

Is  that  the  present  Sheriff,  Mr.  Samuel 
Vale  ;  do  you  mean  the  ptirtner  of  Aider- 
man  Howlette  ? 

Yes  ;  but  he  was  not  sheriff  then. 

Was  any  body  with  him  when  he  called  ? 

No  one  at  all. 

Has  any  body  besides  been  to  look  at  it  r 

No  one. 

Has  any  body  been  enquiring  about  it  ? 

No. 

Recollect  what  passed  tho  day  that  he 
called,  between  you'and  him  ? 

[Ihe  question  objected  to.j 

The  committee  deliberate,  whether  the 
conversation,  between  William  Clayton  and 
Surnucl  Vale,  can  be  admitted  as  evidence. 

Determined,  that  conversation  between 
the  witness  and  Samuel  V ale,  cannot  be  ad¬ 
mitted.. 
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Mr.  Vale  is  the  present  Sheriff? 

He  IS  now,  he  was  not  at  the  election. 

^es,  I  did. 

What  did  he  do  with  i  ? 

""  his 

When  he  took  it  av/ay,  what  did  he  say  ? 

1  oo  not  recollect  that  he  said  any  thine;, 
vv  hy  did  be  take  it  away  ?  ^ 

i  cannot  tell. 

too^k'daw^rv" 

I  cannot  tell  what 'his  reasons  were. 

VVhat  did  you  say  to  him? 

finished!  "'‘‘S 

hiiT^the  hfin 

AVdmtop*  '''hten  on  the  bill  ? 

What  other  name  was  written  to  it  ? 
i>Jo  other. 

Who  did  yon  expect  was  to  pay  you  that 
I  did  not  know  that  any  one  did 
fore  Gorwhr]T 

le  Uod,  \Uio  did  you  expect  ^vould  pav  that 
bill  When  Mr.  Vale  took  it  away?  ^  ^ 

1  did  not  know  from  that  hour  to  this? 

Qestion  repeated. 

I  could  not  form  any  e.vpeotation,  he  came 

and  asked  me  for  the  account  during  ,he  elec- 
lly  he,  ^  ou  mean,  Mr,  V  ale,  T  suppose  ? 
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Yes. 

When  he  took  the  bill  away  from  which  you 
had  made  out,  and  torn  oft  your  name,  did  you 
hot  expect  to  be  paid  by  somebody  ? 

1  did  not  know'  who  to  look  to. 

1  don’t  ask  w  hether  there  w'as  any  person 
that  you  had  a  right  to  demand  it  of ;  1  ask 
you  what  was  the  expectation  of  your  own 
mind ; 

I  know  no  further  tlian  this,  Mr.  \  ale  came 
and  asked  me  for  the  bill,  and  I  gave  it 
him. 

Nothing  at  all  passed;  whether  it  would  be 
paid  or  not.  Was  the  bill  ordered  before  you 
made  it  out? 

No. 

How  came  you  to  make  it  out  so  soon  ? 

Because  the  election  was  over. 

Who  did  you  expect  to  come  for  the  bill  ? 

I  did  not  expect  any  one. 

Did  you  make  it  out,  and  expect  n  one  to 
come  for  it  ? 

I  did  expect  it.  ' 

\Yhen  you  made  out  the  bill  so  soon  after 
the  election,  what  .did  you  suppose  was  to  »e 
done  wdth  that  bill  ? 

I  kept  it  in  my  own  possession  till  Mr. 
Vale  came  and  asked  me  for  it,  and  I  gave  it 
him. 

Had  you  seen  Mr.  Vale  during  the  election 
before? 

1  iuid  not.  . 

Do  you  happen  to  know  who  managed  that 
ward  ? , 

There  were  no  proper  managers. 

Who  came  .backwards  and  forwards,  and 
looked  after  the  voters? 

L  1 
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No  gentleman  of  any  kind  came  near  my 
house,  during  the  election. 

Nor  before  it  ? 

No ;  except  the  two  first  treats  before  the 
election  j  1  had  orders  for  them. 

When  were  they  ? 

I  think  one  was  the  Monday,  or  the  Mon¬ 
day  se’n night  after  Easter,  a  long  time  be¬ 
fore  the  election  ;  the  second  was  the  Mon^ 
day  niglit  following. 

Who  ordered  those  tieats  ? 

One  was  ordered  b}-^  the  drapers  company 
and  the  otlier  by  the  corporate  bodj' ;  1  had 
an  oft'er  first  from  Mr.  Bird’s  people,  but  as  I 
meant  to  give  my  vote  the  other  way,  I  did 
not  like  it ;  there  were  a  great  many  w  ho 
were  foiwvard  to  put  down  their  names,  and 
then  turn  tail  afterwards. 

Did  those  who  attended*  the  treat  given  by 
the  drapers  company,  attend  the  one  given  by* 
the  body  corporate  ? 

I  cannot  sav. 

AVho  paid  you  the  bill  from  the  draper^ 
company.^ 

It  was  paid.by  Messrs.  Little  and  Wood¬ 
cock. 

Mr.  W^oodcock  was  the  master  of  the  dra- 
‘  pers  compaij}^  ? 

I  do  not  know  that  lie  might  not* 

Who  paid  the  bill  for  the  body  corporate?  ' 

Alderman  Howlett  paid  me  that. 

That  is  the  partner  to  Mr.  Vale  ? 

Yes;  thev  carry  on  business  tooether. 

Did  you  expect  to  be  paid  by  either  of  the 
same  parties,  that  had  given  the  treats  for  this 
election  ? 

I  did  not;  I  had  no  one  to  look  up  to  for  the 
money  at  all. 
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You  did  not  expect  to  be  paid  l)3"thein  ? 

No,  I  could  not;  nobody  came  near  me 
during  the  election. 

i3o  you  expect  to  be  paid  by  what  you  call 
the  corporation  ? 

No,  1  could  not  expect  it. 

Now  I  ask  \T)u  tliis;  ii’  there  had  not  been  a 
petition  against  this  election,  should  you  not 
have  expected  to  have  had  your  bill  paid  be¬ 
fore  this  time  ? 

I  don’t  know  that  I  should,  without  other 
people  had. 

1  ask  you  whether  ymu  should  not  have  ex¬ 
pected  that  you  and  other  people  would  have 
had  their  bills  paid,  if  there  had  not  been  a 
petitioner  ? 

Yes  ;  1  suppose  it  wmuld  have  been  paid. 

But  still,  notwithstanding  that  w^as  your  ex¬ 
pectation,  you  are  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever 
about  who  is  to  pay  you.^ 

I  am,  indeed. 

Do  you  know  that  treats  were  given  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore,  of  your  own 
knowledge  ^ 

They  did,  they  began  first. 

During  the  days  of  polling,  you  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Bird  and  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Barlow? 

•  Yes;  I  live  in  a  poor  quarter  of  the  town, 
they  are  all  very  poor. 

You  saw  a  great  many  persons  that  you 
knew,  to  be  Mr.  Bird’s  friends? 

Yes. 

In  the  evenings  how  did  you  see  them,  with 
respect  to  sobriety? 

They  came  home  frequently  disguised  in 
liquor. 


L  1  € 
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•  -Drunkenness  appeared  to  prevail  at  your  end 
of  the  town  very  much? 

Yes. 


What  was  done  at  your  house,,  were  ex- 
peaces  allowed  to  the  out- voters  ? 

Yes. 

You  had  neighbours  and  friends  who  voted 
Yes. 

Being  voters  you  allowed  them  to  have  a 
little  liquor^  and  also  meal  ? 

Y  es. 


Upon  your  oath,  did  you  do  that  with  any.  ' 
person  connected  with  Mr.  Barlow  ? 

I  did  not. 

Did  you  receive  direction  or  approbation 
from  any  person  connected  with  Mr.  Barlow.^. 

1  did  not. 


Did  you  do  what  you  did  of  your  own  free¬ 
will,  unlimited  by  any  thing*  *  by  any  thing 
but  your  will? 


1  did  ;  and  I  thought  I  was  justified  in  so 
doing',  i  thought  myself  vevy  ill  used. 

Did  you  feel  yourself  justified  from  your 
own  personal  situation,  without  any  com¬ 
munication  from  any  body  else  ? 

1  did. 


From  your  own  judgment  entirely  ? 

Intirely;  I  never  saw  Mr.  Barlow  till  I  went 
to  vote. 

Did  any  person,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Barlow, 
come  to  your  house,  to  see  what  was  ffoiim 
forward  i  ^ 

No,  no  more  than  the  poor  freemen  ;mo  man 
above  my  station,  came  near  my  house,  dur- 
whole  of  the  election. 

You  say  nobody  came  connected  with  Mr. 
Barlow ;  did  nobody  come  who  were  well 
wishers  to  Mr.  Barlow? 
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Yes  :  they  were  well  wishers,  and  nobody 
came  to  give  orders  conuected  with  Mr.  bar- 

^^Do  you  know  who' is  connected  with  Mr. 
Barlow,  and  who  is  not  connected  Mitti  i  . 

1  understood  them  to  ))e  freemen  •,  the>  did 

not  Gfive  any  orders  at  all.  i 

They  came  to  your  house  and  eat  and  diank, 

and  had  what  they  liked  ? 

Yes. 

What  is  that  but  an  order  ? 

No  previous  order  to  open  the  house. 

'  Members.— When  Mr.  Vale'  came  and  asked 
you  for  the  election  account,  was  you  sui- 

prised  ?  , 

1  did  not  expect  his  coming. 

■Were  you  surprised  when  Mr.  \ale  came 

and  asked  for  his  bill  ?  '  f  •  t 

Yes  ;  because  I  did  not  expect  linn,  i  ua. 

surprised. 

Tiie  witness  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Samuel  Barton,  called  in  and  szcorn. 

Where  do  you  live  ? 
tn  Coventry. 

■W  hat  house  do  you  keep  ? 

The  Salutation,  at  the  entrance  into  t-o- 

ventry.  .  i  '  -i  3 

Are  you  one  of  the  Council  r 

"V  es 

Did  the  votere  at  the  last  election  frequent 

your  house  ? 

Yes. 

In  what  numbers  might  they  come  ? 

Some  days  twenty  perhaps,  and  some  da^  A 
ten  or  a  dozen,  just  as  they  come  in. 

They  were  out-voters  ? 

^  L  1  3 
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Yes. 

i\Jl?  ^ 

Yes. 

No  residents? 

fri^ids  came  to  meet  any  of  their 

Did  the  lesident  voters  come  to  meet  their 
in  ends  there  ? 

Yes,  frequently. 

Did  they  come  to  see  their  friends  ? 
es  ;  most  of  them  had  a  friend,  they  wished 


'  they  eat  and  drink  there? 

Yes;  they  frequently  got  some  refresh- 
ment  when  they  came  in. 

All  of  them  ?  ^ 

All  that  called  for  it. 

What  refreshment  did  you  giv^e  them  ? 

Sometimes  bread  and  cheese,  and  a  glass  of 
liquor;  some  that  stopped  at  the  house  had 
regular  meals,  the  same  as  our  own  family. 

V\  ho  were  those  persons  ?  ' 

Such  as  had  no  friends  wished  to  be  aecom- 
modatc'^t  at  my  house. 

Did  the  resident  voters  dine  or  sup  with 
them  at  your  house  ?  ^ 

Not  that  1  recollect;  they  were  mostly  out¬ 
voters  that  were  at  my  house. 

You  was  rather  active,  I  understand,  durino- 
the  election  ^ 

f  was. 


Was  you  employed  to  get  votes  ? 

1  was  n.  t  employed. 

Did  you  use  to  get  out  in  the  country  and 
get  votes  in  ?  ' 

Yes. 

What  authority  had  you  to  do  it? 
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It  was  out  of  respect  to  the  party  I  wished 
to  serve. 

Which  party? 

Tlie  friends  of  the  corporation  whoever  they 
might  bring. 

jbid  you  go  much  about  to  any  distanced 

Yes. 

How  far  distant  might  you  go  ? 

Two  hundred  miles  perhaps;  I  do  not 
exactly  know  the  distance,  I  went  as  far  as  1 
could  go,  without  going  over  the  water  at  seve¬ 
ral  places  ;  in  fact,  1  went  on  the  water. 

In  different  directions  ? 

Yes. 

And  you  brought  them  to  your  house  ? 

Yes.‘ 

It  cost  you  a  good  deal  of  money  then  ? 

Yes;  it  is  very  expensive  travelling,  be  as 
frugal  as  you  will. 

Especially  with  voters  ? 

I  cannot  say  that  1  saw  any  extravagance. 

Was  you  tolerably  successful  ;  how  many 
might  you  bring  in? 

A  hundred  perhaps  in  the  whole. 

All  brought  home  to  your  house  ? 

Yes. 

What  did  you  do  with  them  ? 

They  generally  used  to  go  and  poll,  and  then 
go  where  they  pleased,  two  or  three  days  after 
they  polled. 

Did  they  continue  at  your  house  during  that 
time  ? 

Sometimes;  those  that  had  no  lodgings  had 
access  to  come  when  they  pleased. 

I  suppose  you  was  reimbursed  your  expences? 

I  never  saw  a  farthing  ;  I  wish  '1  had. 

How  happened  it  then  ;  you  might  as  well 
have  been  a  candidate  yourself. — Have  you 
never  been  paid  any  thing  for  it  ? 
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No. 

Have  you  never  made  any  demand? 

-Never. 

Not  your  necessary  expences? 

No  ;  I  never  demanded  a  single,  farthing, 
^ou  never  demanded  it  of  any  body  .? 

“ake  you 

amends  font? 

No. 

Nobody  applied  to  you  to  go  ? 

-No. 

No  conversation  with  any  body  ? 

Never.  ' 

pl^yedT  that  you  was  so  em- 

Yes;  I  had  been  concerned  for  goino-out  for 
voters  two  or  three  elections,,  and  1  knew  where 
vo^rs  lay  and  I  went  down  to  fetch  them. 

lou  had  been  concerned  in  two  or  tliree 
elections  before  ? 

Yes;  in  fetching  voters. 

Did  you  always  do  it  in  this  disinterested 

Wciy  r  > 

^  es;  I  did  it  at  the  last  election. 

And  went  out  as  far  and  was  never  })aid  ? 

afte.;  die  etetio'Jr  time 

Who  paid  you  the  last? 

Mr.  Bird’s  principal  agent,  I  believe. 

^011  was  on  the  other  side  then  ^ 

Yes. 

This  time  they  did  not  pay  so  soon? 

I  did  not  know  who  to  apply  to. 

Had  you  no  conversation  with  any  body  that 
managed  the  election  ?  ^ 

No,  not  concerning  the  payment  of  monev 
people.'  ^ 


SAMUEL  barton’s  EXAMINATION.  oA, 

Did  you  talk  with  any  of  the  committee  ? 

I  don’t  know  any  body  on  the  committee. 

Had  you  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Inge 
upon  tliat  subject  ? 

Is'o  ;  never. 

Mr.  Paine? 

_No. 

You  do  not  know  how  Mr.  Payne  was  em-  < 
ployedj  or  wViether  he  had  any  thing  to  do  ? 

1  do  not  know. 

None  of  the  out-voters  that  you  brought  went 
to  him  ? 

Not  that  I  know  of. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Perkins*^ 

Yes.  ' 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  him  ? 

No.  ^ 

Do  you  know  how  he  was  engaged  in  this 
election  ? 

I  do  not. , 

You  had  no  communication  with  Mr.  Payne 
whatevin? 

None. 

Wliat  became  of  your  voters  when  you  had 
quite  done  with  them  ? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Do  not  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge 
who  paid  them  to  go  back  ? 

I  do  not  know  who  paid  them  a  shilling. 

You  have  no  reason  to  know  from  any  of 
the  parties  who  gave  them  money  to  go  back, 
or  who  was  employed  in  sending  them  back  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

Your  expences  you  are  out  of  pocket ;  how 
'is  it  as  to  what  they  eat  and  drank  at  your 
house? 

I  am  in  hopes  of  being  paid  ;  I  mean  to 
make  a  bill  of  it.  <  ' 

Where  do  you  expect  you  shall  be  paid  ? 
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I  mean  to  try  the  coinmittee  whoever  they 
were. 

You^mean  to  apply  to  the  committee  ? 

I  do. 


Why  did  not  you  apply  before 

‘  ^^^^l^J^tood  there  were  no  bills  paid  of  any 
Kind,  and  the  people  did  not  know  who  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  ;  and  I  was  in  the  same  situation. 

Uo  you  know  if  tins  petition  stood  a  little  in 
tne  way  of  payment  ? 

I  don  t  know  what  the  reason  wms;  I  never 
heard  it  as  a  reason. 

It  there  had  been  no  petition,  would  not 
you  have  applied  before  March  18  03,  fora 
bill  contracted  in  1802? 

1  doiit  think  I  should, — I  should  not  have 
been  one  of  the  first  that  made  a  stir  about  it: 
out  of  respect  to  the  corporation,  I  would 
have  sudered  some  inconvenience  sooner  than 
1  would  have  pressed  for  it. 

And  it  is  mere  matter  of  accommodation  to 
them.? 

Yes. 

•  \  7'^“’  I’ave  a 

right  to  demand  that  money  of  some  bodv  ? 

I  es,  certainly. 

You  mean  of  the  committee  ;  I  don’t  men¬ 
tion  any  names? 

Yes. 

With  that  view  you  gave  credit  to  those 

people  ;  lurnishing  the  out-voters  and  their 
inends?  - 


^  es,  perhaps  there  are  many  pounds  I  never 
snail  have. 

Has  any  thing  passed  about  your  bill  since? 
1  here  has  not.~I  have  never  made  a  single 
application  to  any  bodv.  ° 

What  is  the  amount'of  your  demand? 
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I  should  suppose  between  two  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  pounds. 

Is  it  not  more  than  thut.^ 

I  do  not  exactly  know. 

Recollect  as  near  as  you  can  ; — turn  it  in 
your  mind  ? 

I  think  it  is  some  where  near  three  hundred 
pounds. 

That  is  the  sum  you  think  you  have  a  right 
to  demand  in  the  way  you  have  described? , 

I  think  I  have  expended  nearlvthat. 

Have  you  for  j’^our  own  accommodation  bor¬ 
rowed  any  money? 

\es,  I  have  rather  over  drawn;  I  had  mo¬ 
ney  in  the  bank,  and  I  had  occasion  for  more 
than  it  really  was,  and  I  have  over  drawn. 

What  bank? 

Troughton,  Lucadoii,  and  Co.  in  Lom¬ 
bard  Street. 

Has  any  body  applied  to  you  for  your  bill, 
asking  you  what  demand  you  had  ;  had  any  of 
the  corporation  been  to  inquire? 

Not  that  I  know  of;  I' do  not  recollect  any 
person;  a  number- of  Mr.  Bird’s  friends  have 
been  laughing  at  me,  and  saying  ‘^they  owe 
you  three  hundred  pounds.” 

-  Your  books  have  been  pretty  closely  exa¬ 
mined. —  I  believe  your  banker’s  books  by  the 
other  party? 

I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Woodcock’s  were 
examined. 

Have  you  any  banker  at  Coventry? 

1  am  not  in  the  habit  of  keeping  a  bank  aG" 
count,  but  it  happened  1  had  some  money 
which  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  Trough- 
ton,  and  it  was  remitted  to  Coventry ;  that 
wms  the  reason  it  lay  i a  the  baukK 
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Has  not  that  transaction  which  brought 
your  concern  to  Coventry,  caused  an  inspec¬ 
tion  of  your  books  ? 

I  have  no  doubt  they  made  enquiry,  because 
unless  they  had  enquired  they  could  not  have 
told  vvhat  money  there  was. 

You  are  an  experienced  canvasser? 

Yes, 

You  have  acted  under  a  great  master,  Mr. 
Bird. 

I  cannot  say. 

However  you  canvassed  for  him  at  the  for¬ 
mer  election  ? 

Yes. 

It  was  from  your  own  personal  zeal  in  the 
cause  that  led  you  to  incur  the  expence  and 
fatigue  ? 

Yes;  I  heard  how  distressed  they  were,  and 
without  communicating  my  intention  to  any 
body,  I  took  a  chaise,  and  brought  them 
down  ;  some  of  them  without  shoes  and  stock- 
irigs,  to  vote  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys. 

Part  of  this  expence  was  incurred  in  car¬ 
riages  for  bringing  those  people,  and  refresh¬ 
ment  ? 

Yes. 

Was  that  refreshment  moderate  ? 

They  lived  no  better  than  my  own  servants 
do,  nor  were  more  extravagant,  setting  aside, 
that  they  might  have  drank  a  glass  of  brandy 
and  water,  or  a  tankard  of  ale  more. 

The  expence  you  have  been  at  of  three 
hundred  pounds,  was  that  compounded  of  ne¬ 
cessary  travelling  expences  and  refreshment 
at  your  house  ? 

Yes. 

Those  who  came  to  your  house  that  were 
resident  did  come  merely  to  see  their  friends? 
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I  often  used  to  make  them  pay  for  it ;  if  1 
saw  a  poor  fellow  that  came  to  see  a  poor 
friend,  then  I  gave  it  him. 

Then  I  ask  you  distinctly,  and  upon  your 
oath,  did  you  apply  any  of  the  liquor  or  pro¬ 
visions,  or  entertainment,  upon  which  your 
bill  is  founded,  to  the  use  of  any  resident 
Trcemen  to  induce  their  vote  ? 

1  did  not. — [  may  have  seen  some  of  them 
eat  wdth  them ;  and  for  fear  of  olfending  tlic 
voters  I  had  brought  in,  I  did  not  say  any 
thing,  or  else  1  should  not  have  let  all  sorts  of 
persons  come  and  eat  at  my  house.  The  Lon¬ 
don  voters  were  the  principal  that  were  at  my 
house. 

How  many  resident  freemen  ‘do  you  sup-r 
pose  came  to  your  house  to  see  their  friends? 

I  was  so  much  out  1  .cannot  say,  but  w  hen  1 
was  at  home  I  used  to  keep  the  room  as  clear 
as  I  could,  except  the  London  Freemen. 

Jn  any  part  of  the  transaction  did  you  re¬ 
ceive  orders  from  any  one  person  in  Coven¬ 
try  ? 

No. 

Did  you  receive  from  Capt.  Barlow  any  di¬ 
rections  or  approbation  for  what  you  had 
done  ? 

Never. 

Did  you  ever  send  to  him  for  directions? 

Never;  I  never  spoke  to  him,  I  do  not 
know'  that  1  had  any  conversation  with  him  at 
all.  • 

1  believe  you  were  rather  unlucky,  won  was 
a  little  too  laic  ;  how  many  voters  did  you 
bring  in  after  the  electfon  was  over.^ 

1  believe  there  was  four  or  five  picked  up  in 
London,  and  5ome  at  W arwick. 

M  m 
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Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Mason 
.about  whetiier  Mr.  Jefferys  could  or  not  come 
into  Coventry  ? 

I  remember  Mr.  Mason,  myself,  and 
another  person  being  together,  Mr.  Mason 
said,  well  Barton,  when  will  Jeflerys  come  ?” 
1  said  he  will  be  here  soon  enough;  it  was 
just  before  the  commencement  of  the  poll; 

aye,”  says  he,  he  will  not  come  by  the  Sa¬ 
lutation.” 

Meaning  your  house  ? 

Yes. — 1  said  why,  what  is  the  reason 
and  he  said,  he  will  shew  them  that  great  house, 
that  is  the  house  of  industry,  which  is  a  build¬ 
ing  just  before  they  come  to  my  house. 

What  they  call  the  bastile.? 

Yes. _ ^We  had  no  more  conversation  about 

it  than  that. 

Are  you  sure  Mr.  Mason  said  that.?* 

Yes,  he  said  he  wmuld  lay  me  twenty  gui¬ 
neas  that  he  would  not  come  by  the  Saluta¬ 
tion. 

I  ask  you  that,  because  Mr.  Mason  has 
sworn  he  never  said  any  such  thing,  and  I 
ask  you  upon  your  oath,  whether  he  laid  you 
n  bett  that  Mr.  Jefferys  would  not  pass  the  Sa¬ 
lutation.^ 

He  did  say  so. 

JDo  you  know  William  Jones  who  came 
from  Leicester  ? 

J  recollect  a  person,  I  don’t  know  his  name 
that  was  brought  to  me  from  Leicester. 

Was  you  at  Mr.  Goode’s  house  ? 

Is'o,  he  came  to  my  house. 

Have  YOU  seen  the  man  since  ? 

Yes,  ^  ^ 

Has  he  been  examined  as  a  witness  here  r 

YYs, 
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And  that  man  was  brought  to  you  ? 

Yes, 

Did  any  thing  else  pass  between  you  and 
him  relative  to  the  four  pounds  charity  ? 

The  man  that  brought  him  to  me,  Ayscough, 
asked  me  if  I  eoukl  get  him  such  a  thing,  lie 
said  his  family  was  leit  unprovided  for  at  Lei¬ 
cester;  and  if  he  could  get  that,  then' he 
would  certainly  serve,  as  he  asked  me  whether 
I  could  get  it  for  him.  I  told  him  it  was  not 
customary  to  give  four  pounds  to  persons  not 
resident,  then  tliis  man  said,  Mr.  Goodens  will 
do  it;  will  you  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Goodes. 

1  went  with  them,  and  Mr.  Goode  said  he 
could  not  do  it,  that  there  was^an  order  of  the 
house  not  to  give  it  to  non  resident  Freemen,* 
and  he  went  away  very  much  offended.  Ays- 
coiigh  said,  we  shall  lose  his  vote  if  you  do' 
not  give  him  'omething. 

Was  that  all  that  passed  respecting  the  four 

pounds 

Yes. 

Did  you  upon  your  oath,  at  any  time,  pro¬ 
mise  he  should  have  the  four  pounds  ? 

No;  I  told  him  he  could  hot  have  it ;  after 
I  had  refused  him  the  charity,  he  asked  me  if 
I  could  not  lend  it  him  till  the  time  came. — 
Ayscough,  the  man  that  brought  him,  asked 
me  if  I  could  not  manage  to  get  it  for  him 
somehow;  for  if  I  did  not,  we  should  certain¬ 
ly  lose  him ;  he  was  very  much  necessitated, 
and  whoever  gave  it  him,  he  was  sure  to  poll 
for  ;  he  said,  he  will  serve  us  directly  j  and  I 
told  him  I  could  not. 

Nor  promise  him? 

No. 

Nor  Mr.  Goode  in  your  presence? 

Mm2 
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No,  Air.  Gode  told  him  with  me,  that  ho 
could  not,  and  be  went  away  much  discon¬ 
tented  ;  tiiey  went  away  and  left  me  with  Mr. 
Goode. 

Tiien  while  you  was  there,  no  promise  w^is 
made  by  Air.  Goode  or  you,  that  he  should 
have  the  four  pounds  ? 

Tliere'was  not. 

IJid  you  happen  to  see  when  Mr.  JefFerys 
\vas  coming,  whether  there  was  any  opposi¬ 
tion  I 

Yes;  I  watched  the  motions  of  the  day,  be¬ 
cause  I  expected  there  would  be  something. 

JAescribe  what  you  saw  I 

1  saw  five  or  six  hundred  people,  going  with 
flags  in  a  very  tumultuous  manner,  saying  they 
they  would  take  him  to  that  place,  (the  house 
of  industry)  and  he  should  not  come  into  Co¬ 
ventry.  1  believe  they  would  have  murdered 
him  if  he  had  come  that  way  into  Coventry. 

A  ou  saw  a  great  number  of  persons  W'itb 
hags  coming  towards  the  place  they  called  the 
bastile,'  saying  what  you  have  deseribodr' 

Yes;  they  were  so  violent  they  broke  my 
w  indows,  and  cut  my  daughter  across  her  bo¬ 
som,  and  her  hand,  with  the  glass. 

It’  1  understand  you,  you  met  Air.  Mason 
and  another  gentleman,  and  you  wuis  joking 
about  Mr.  Jelfcrys  coming  in  ? 

Afes,  he  was  joking. —  I  did  not  understand 
him  that  lie  was  serious;  but  I  thought  from 
what  he  said,  the  party  meant  to  do  it. 

Jones  is  still  in  town  f 

I  do  not  know^ 

There  was  some  conversation  about  Jones 
having  the  four  pounds. 

Yes,  there  was  a  great  number  of*  Air.  Jef- 
ferys  friends  went  out  to  meet  him,  but  I  did 
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not  see  tliem  go  out  in  a  body.  I  suppose 
they  went  out  for  ten  miles. —  I  saw  them  go 
on  theroacj;  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Jefferys 
would  be  In  that  morning,  and  1  saw  a  great 
number  of  his  friends  going  to  meet  him. 

The  Evidence  o/*  William  Jones,  from  the 

Minutes, 

Members. 

So  far  as  his  evidence  related  to  what  passed 
in  your  presence  respecting  the  four  pounds,  is 
that  a  true  evidence  t 

{  declare  he  came  with  Ayscough,  soliciting 
this  four  pounds;  and  I  told  liim  1  could  not. — 
Ayscough  haunted  me  about  for  two  or  three 
hours  afterwards,  to  do  something  for  this  fel¬ 
low,  or  we  should  lose  him  ;  and  I  told  him  it 
was  not  in  my  power,  and  if  it  was,  I  could 
not  give  it  to  a  person  out  of  the  town  ;  he  pressed 
Mr.  Goode  while  i  was  in  t’neroom. — As  to  the 
twenty  shillings,  I  never  heard  any  thing  about 
it,  there  might  be  some  conversation,  but  I 
heard  nothing  or  it;  1  have  belonged  to  the 
house  ten  years,  and  never  knew  an  instance 
of  it  being  given  to  a  person  out  of  the  town. 

Then  the  description  be  gives,  is  not  a  true 
description  ■  ■  h 

It  is  not. 

Is  what  he  said  true  or  false  ? 

Entirely  false ;  he  came  to  make  application 
to  me  to  get  it  him. 

I  understand  you  have  sworn  a  sum  of  money 
was  paid  from  Troughton  and  Company,  into 
the  bank  at  Coventry  ? 

Yes. 

When  was  you  first  informed  of  it  ? 

First  from  Mr.  Tiiorne. 

M  m  3 
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‘  hat  was  the  reason  of  that  money  being 
paid  iroin  Troughton'S  house  to  tlie  house  in 
Coveutrv  r 

It  VN  as,  money  I  received;,  that  came  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  *  ;  V 

Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  that  sum  of  money 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  election  ? 

No;  Mr.  Mason  was  my  attorney  in  recover¬ 
ing  that  money  tor  me  from  Jamaica. 

Du  ring  a  considerable  part  of  the  polling, 
you  was  absent  collecting  votes  ? 

^  es. 

Vv  ho  haJ  the  management  of  your  house  at 
that  time 

My  Wife. 

Was  there  any  direction  left,  that  she  wBs 
prdy  to  give  liquors  and  i3rovisions  to‘ out-lying 
voters  ? 

1  told  her  if  a  friend  came,  not  to  turn  him 
out;  but  to  confine  what  she  gave  to- out- voters. 
Very  olten  by  offending  a  voter  ypu  lost  him. 

IVhen  did  you  first  know  a  petition  was  to  be 
presented  against  this  election  ? 

I  cannot  Justly  recollect  when  ;  it  w'as  in  a 
few  days  after  the  election  was  over. — I  cannot 
say  exactly. 

Do  you  kno\v  Shaw  of  Dunchurch  ? 

Perfectly  w'ell;  I  w'as  at  his  house  a  good 
deal  during  the  election. 

Did  he  at  any  time  make  any  application  to 
vou  on  account  of  his  vote.'’ 

He  said,  he  would  come  with  me  at  any  time 
if  1  would  buy  him;  he  said,  he  would  be 
bought;  he  said,  if  I  would  give  him  five  gui¬ 
neas  he  woqld  go  with  me  ;  I  told  him  I  wmuld 
not  make  him  a  promise  of  any  thing,  I  had 
notliing  to  do  with  contracting  what  money 
men  should  have,  if  he  would  go  with  me  I 
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would  take  him ;  but  Jjis  to  that^  I  did  uotktiow 
any  thing  about  it. 

He  lives  eleven  miles  from  Coventry  f 


y 


es 


When  was  it  he  asked  you,  if  you  would  give 

him  five  guineas  he  would  vote  ? 

Five  or  six  diderent  times.-r-^[  saw  him  such  a 
spunging  fellow,  taking  every  advantage,  that  I 
took  the  votes  to  another  house  ;  he  made  sucii 
exorbitant  charges  in  his  bill,  that  J  lett  hi? 
house. 

Are  you  positive  that  this  man  offered  you 
more  than  once,  that  if  you  would  give  him 
five  guineas  he  would  poll  for  you  ? 
y’es. 

Was  there  any  bill  left  unpaid  at  hi?  house  ? 

No,  they  were  always  paid  ;  t  bolieve  there 
might  be ‘something  left  when  I  went  down  in  u 
hurry. 

The  witness  withdrew. 


Thom  as  Pric e,  called  m  and  sworn. 

You  live  at  Coventry  ? 

Y^es. 

What  house  do  you  keep  ^ 

The  Golden  Horse. 

During  the  last  election,  did  the  voters  for 
Coventry  frequent  your  house  ? 

^ome  of  my  neighbours  did. 

The  neighbours  tnat  lived  thereabout  r 

Can  you  guess  how  many  used  to  comei- 
I  cannot  say ;  there  were  but  a  few  in  our 
neighbourhood, 

Did  those  come  that  were  neighbours  chiefly  ? 
Yes. 

Did  they  come  every  day  or  only  now  and 
then  I 
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Now  and  then  they  came  in,  and  if  they 
wanted  a  draught  of  ale  I  gave  it  them  j  there 
were  more  or  less  every  day. 

Can  you  guess  at  the  number  ? 

I  should  not  suppose  there  were  a  dozen  toge¬ 
ther  at  anyone  time. 

Did  they  use  to  dine  or  sup  there  ? 

No  ;  unless  there  was  any  cold  meat  in  the 
house,  or  if  there  was  no  cold  meat  I  gave 
them  bread  and  cheese. 

Only  cold  meat  r* 

We  have  a  family,  and  we  cooked  a  joint  of 
meat. 

And  yon  did  not  cook  more  meat  than  if  there 
had  not  been  an  election  ^ 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Did  you  or  not  cook  more  than  usual  ? 

I  cannot  recollect;  I  am  a  great  deal  out 
from  home. 

You  pay  the  butches's  bill  I  suppose.^ 

No  ;  1  paid  ready  money  . 

You  kiiovv  whether  you  had  more  at  that 
time  than  any  other 

No,  \  cannot  say  ;  the  servants  might  go 
out  and  get  meat,  and  cook  it. 

Without  your  knowing  it? 

r  do  not  keep  money  in  my  pocket;  I  col¬ 
lect  the  poor  rates,  and  1  keep  it  separate. 

Your  wife  and  servants  might  have  sent  for 
joints  of  meat,  and  you  not  know  it  ^ 

There  miglu  have  been  a  pound  of  steaks. 

I  do  not  mean  any  thing  so  trifling  ? 

There  were  no  joints  more  than  for  the  fa¬ 
mily;  what  we  had  left  out  of  the  family  din¬ 
ner,  we  gave  away. 

Who  did  you  give  it  to  ^ 

To  our  neighbours. 

Were  they  voters  ^ 
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Y  es. 

Did  it  continue  all  the  election  ? 

Sometimes  there  might  be  one  or  two,  some¬ 
times  four  or  five ;  they  never  exceeded  a 
dozen. 

Did  they  use  to  pay  for  this  ? 

No;  I  gave  it  them. 

What  induced  you  to  give  it  tliem,  did  you 
use  to  give  it  them  before  the  election  ? 

I  "\ave  given  many  a  pint  of  ale  away. 

You  used  to  do  that  before  the  election  ? 

No  ;  I  do  not  say  I  did  before  the  election. 

You  gave  away  cold  meat,  bread  and  cheese^ 
and  brandy  and  water,  and  rum  and  water  ? 

There  might  be  a  glass.  I  keep  but  three 
sorts  of  liquors  in  the*  house,  rum,  brandy^ 
and  gin. 

Did  they  partake  of  this? 

I  suppose  they  did. 

Tell  me  whether  they  did  or  not ; — do  you 
know  that  they  did  ? 

I  remember  giving  a  glass  or  two  of  brandy 
and  water  away  one  day. 

Do  you  mean  upon  your  oath,  to  say  you 
gave  hut  two  glasses  of  brandy  and  water  ? 

I  gave  away  but  little;  1  cannot  speak  to 
the  quantity,  1  cannot  speak  to  every  glass. 

Did  you  ever  refuse  any  of  these  voters  wHat 
they  called  for  f 

Yes;  I  refused  to  give  them  liquor,  I  told 
them  I  would  give  them  a  pint  or  two  of  ale, 
and  re  used  them  liquors. 

When  was  that,  upon  that  occasion  ? 

During  the  time  of  the  election. 

What  made  you  refuse  it  ? 

Because  1  thought  I  cmdd  not  afford  it- 

Then  you  meant  to  give'  it  away  from  your¬ 
self  entirely  i 
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Yes. 

Did  you  not  expect  to  be  paid  or  rewarded 
for  It? 


I  never  expected  to  be  paid  for  it_,  I  thought 
1  might  have  amends  made  me. 

Is  it  easy  to  you  to  give  away  victuals  and 
arink,  and  treat  voters  during  the  election  ? 

1  es. 

Is  it  easy  to  your  family  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  ever  do  it  before  ? 

;  I  have  a  young  family  coming  up,  and 
1  was  in  hopes  some  gentlemen  would  do 
something  for  them. 

Did  you  never  make  out  a  bill  ? 

No. 

w’th^?  account  of  what  you  parted 

I  ordered  the  servants  to  put  it  down  in 
chalk. 

Was  it  put  down? 

It  is  on  the  doors  now,  a  great  part  of  it.. 

Was  it  afterwards  put  down,  upon  paper  ? 

No.  A  r  i 

What  was  the  use  of  its  being  put  upon  the 
doors  ? 


That  I  might  know  who  I  gave  it  to  ;  I  can 
make  out  a  good  many  of  them  by  the  marks. 
.  Of  what  use  was  that  if  you  never  expect¬ 
ed  be  paid  for  it  ?  " 

II  was  six  out-VGters  that  lodged  with  me 
that  1  made  the  marks  about. 

But  those  who  were  your  neighbours  you 
made  no  account  of  ? 

No.. 

What  was  the  reason  if  you  kept  an  account 
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of  the  out  voters,  that  you  did  not  keep  an  ac¬ 
count  for  the  resident  voters? 

The  reason  was,  the  out-voters  I  expected 

to'be  paid  for. 

And  the  home  voters  not  ? 

ISo.  , 

Who  was  to  pay  for  the  out-voters  r 
I  don’t  know  ;  I  understood  it  was  customary 

at  former  elections.  ^ 

Who  gave  you  tlie  information  that  it  was 

customary  at  former  elections  to  do  so 

Some  of  my  brother  publicans;  1  cannot 

Was^it  some  of  those  you  knew  had  bills  ? 
ISo,  I  cannot  recollect  particularly. 

Bid  you  apply  to  any  body  to  know  how 
YOU  should  conduct  yourself  ?  ^ 

No. 

Those  who  did  it,  did  it  without  your  enquir¬ 
ing  ?  *  ,  ■  > 

Y  es. 

If  they  had  not  come  to  tell  you  so,  you 
would  have  kept  an  account  of  the  out-voters, 

and  not  the  home  voters  ? 

I  don’t  think  I  should,  because  the  out¬ 
voters  were  strangers  to  me;  some  ot  them 
though  they  were  brought  in  by  my  own 

neighbours  and  customeis.  i  j 

By  customers  you  mean  persons  that  had 
what  they  wanted  at  your  house,  and  paid  tor 

it?  * 

Yes  ;  before  this  time. 

Why  did  you  not  give  to  one  as  well  as  to 
the  others,  you  knew”  some  of  the  out-voteis. 
Any  neighbour  that  had  acquaintance  came, 

I  took  him  as  far  as  I  had  room. 

Who  did  you  expect  would  pay  tor  them; 


356  THOMAS  price’s  EXAMINATlONCfiT 

did  you  expect  your  neighbours  who  brou<?h£ 
the  voters  would  pay  ?  ^ 

I  knew  some  of  them  were  not  in  circum¬ 
stances  to  pay. 

Then  it  neighbours  brought  voters,  and 
they  were  not  in  circumstances  to  pay,  and 
you  kept  an  account,  in  hopes  somebody 

would  pay  ;  who  did  you  expect  to  receive 
the  money  of? 

I  did  not  know  who  I  was  to  receive  it  of. 

^id  you  know  when  you  was  to  receive  it? 

1  did  not. 

foH^  know  wheie  you  was  to  apply 

I  did  not. 

You  had  no  conversation  with  any  of  the 
corporation  about  it  ? 

No. 

Has  any  body  been  with  you  about  your  ac- 
countj  since  that  time  ? 

No,  I  have  never  been  asked  about  it, 

Ho  the  chalks  remain  upon  your  doors  now  ? 
Yes  ;  there  is  one  cupboard  door  quite  full 
or  chalks  now. 

What  may  be  the  amount  of  your  bill  ? 

I  never  cast  it  up. 

How  much  do  you  think  ?  ' 

There  may  be  thirty  or  forty  pound. 

Don’t  you  think  it  is  more  than  that  ? 

Not  that  part  of  the  business. 

How  much  is  the  whole? 

What  I  gave  away  besides,  may  make  it 
amount  to  about  60l.  J  never  kept  any  secret 
How  much  ot  that  is  for  the  home  voters  ? 
There  may  be  better  than  twenty  pounds. 

How  do  you  make  up  your  mind  to  that 
sum;  aboutthe  home  voters,  how  do  you  know' 
it  is  more  than  £0l,  ? 
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Because  I  ordered  the  waiter  to  score  it  down, 
ail'd  at  night  I  paid  it  off. 

What  did  they  score  down;  did  they  keep 
the  two  accounts  separate,  ot  ’  the  home  and 
the  out-voters  ? 

Yes  they  did.  .  .  .  ' 

What  do  you  mean  by  laying  you  kept  no 

account  about  the  home  voters  ? 

1  kept  no  account.  - 

You  say  you  wiped  it  down  ;  what  am  1  to 
understand  by  that  ? 

The  waiter  put  clown  in  chalk  what  there 
was  and  when  1  came  home  I  wiped  it  oft  every 

night.  .  1  ivs 

Wliat  became  of  the  sum  y<ui  wiped  oft  . 

I  never  put  it  down  any  where  else,  I  kept  it 
in  my  head.  . 

Why  did  you  have  it  kept  an  account  of  ? 

Because  as  I  'was  out  a  great  deal,  1  liked  to 
know  what  1  did  give  aw'ay. 

And  that  was  about  20l.  ? 

Yes. 

You  meant  from  the  first  to  give  away  to 
your  neighbours,  who  lived  in  Coventry,  and 
charge  to  those  that  did  not  live  in  Coventry  ? 

Yes. 

And  you  did  not  know  how  it  was  to  be 
paid  ? 

^o. 

Nor  has  any  bodv  applied  for  the  bill;-* 

No. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Woodcock; 

Yes  1  do,  perfectly  well. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Woodcock  during  the  elec¬ 
tion  ?  ... 

I  saw  him  several  times  in  the  street. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  him  about 
the  number  that  came  to  your  house  ? 

N  n 
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^onversat'iCn  li’rfh  feSi  ^ii^b’bnt 

inp,  account? 

'1^0.  ■  ' 
You  have  had  no  conversatfo^  WitTi  Iffni 
^ahout  the  account^  whether  yo(i  Was  to'^iipply 
‘this  or  hot  f 


No. 


Was^npt  Mr.  Woodcock /at  ydhr  Motise 
during  the  election ^orjiist  'before*;  fecdllect 
ypur^elf?'^ 

{  dcxn’‘t  recollect  ^ever  seeihg  ‘him  in  iny 
house,  in  my  life. 

Dp  you  remember  at  the  door  having  any 
conversation  witli  him.? 

No. 

Not  at  all  ? 


Not  respecting  the  accounts. 

What  conversation  had  3’ou  with  him  about 
the  election? 

It  was  on  the  Friday  night,  as  the  poll 
cjosed  on  the  Saturday  ;  1  don?,  know  that  1 
ever  spoke  to  him  about  it  before. 

VVhat  do  you  mean  by  it  ? 

About  the  election,  rtold  Mr.  Woodcock  I 
understood  there  were  some  out- voters  coming 
in  to  vote  the  next  morning  for  Mr.  Jefferys 
and  Mr.  Banow,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thiiig  • 
for  somebody  to  go  and  meet  them,  and  hurry 
them  on. 

Any  thing  else  ? 

No,  that  was  all. 

Did  you  receive  any  orders  from  Mr.  Wood¬ 
cock,  in  consequence  of  that  conversation  ? 

No,  1  did  not . 

Did  ypu  expect  Mr. 'iVoodcock  was  to  pay 

you,  or  see  you  paid. 

No,  1  did  not. 


Was  !?R-.  ’(iTobafe  'In  Itbbtfe  'ittriltig  s<tie 

elpotion  •* 

I  don'twnik'hfe 

Does  he  freC[ti^nt  y<)ai*h6Ui^fe‘tlt 

^sJo. 

Did  ybum  hitn  ‘durrn^ Hh^  elfeaidh?  * 

I  saw  him  backwards  and  forw^idsdn^tfe, 
isVefdt/  a^  4  B18  6th’«^r  tgeritl^men. 

Ydhr'ack^buut  is  abont  6dl.  altog'eih^'  ? 

Yes. 

Th‘e  witribss  dfdbt^ed'fo  withdraw. 

William  Waits  called  in  and  morn, 

Voli  4c'eep ‘the  ’Red  Libn  ^jiuhlic  hbtrsfe  at 
CoV^ehfry'? 

Yes. 

Did  any  Voters  frequent  your  hou&fe,  during 
thh  last ‘ejection’? 

Out-voters  did ;  both  out-Voters  and  hv- 
voters. 

In  what  number  at  different  times  ;  is  . your 
house  a  large  house  ? 

Yes  ;  it  is  a  large  hou^e^  but  I  have  ve^ry  lit¬ 
tle  to  do  with  it.  • 

How  many  out-voters  had  you'  ? 

About  a  dozen  or  fourteen. 

How  many  out-voters,  and  how  many*  m\? 
There  might  be  a  dozen  out-voters,  and 
abdut  twenty  in-voters.  ' 

Do  you  mean  that  was  tile  greatest*  number 
at  one  time 

There  might  be  twenty-five,'!  cannot  say. 
Perhaps  from  twenty-five  to  forty  ? 

Never  forty,  unless  they  were  altogether, 
out-voters  and  in-voters. 

*  Were  there  fifty  ? 

Forty,  1  believe,  there  might  be,  but- not 
more. 


n  n 
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Of  which  twelve  might  be  out-voters? 

Yes. 

Did  they  eat  and  drink  at  your  house? 

The  out- voters  did  in  general. 

I  was  asking  you  respecting  in-voters  and 
out-voters,  did  they  use  to  eat  and  drink  at 
your  house  ? 

The  in-voters  did  not ;  they  might  have  a 
crust  of  biead  and  cheese,  and  a  pint  of  ale 
now  and  then,  but  nothing  more. 

Then  I  am  to  understand  you,,  that  the  in- 
voters,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or  twenty-five 
at  a  time,  did  not  eat  and  drink  ? 

I  can’t  say  that  they  did  not  eat  and  drink; 
they  might  have  a  crust  of  bread  and  cheese, 
and  ale,  but  the  out-voters  had  regular  meals. 

You  are  sure  you  arc  correct  in  that;  the  in¬ 
voters  never  had  any  thing  more  than  bread 
and  cheese,  and  ale  ?  ' 

I  will  not  pretend  to  say,  they  might  pick 
bone,  the  remains  of  our  own  family  dinner. 

They  might  have  some  meat  then  ? 

Yes ;  there  was  some  meat  upon  the  bone,  I 
suppose. 

Do  you  understand  the  nature  of  the  oath 
you  have  taken,  that  you  are  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  ? 

I  do. 

Had  the  in-voters  bread,  meat,  cheese,  ale, 
and  spirituous  liquors  ? 

No,  no  spirituous  liquors. 

Had  they  the  other  articles  I  have  enu¬ 
merated  ? 

Yes. 

They  had  no  spirituous  liquors  ?; 

No,  not  at  my  cost ;  a  number  of  gentlemen 
came  and  treated  them  with  a  glass  of  gin. 

Had  they  byandy  and  water? 


WILLIAM  WATTs’s  EXAMINATION. 

No.  >. 

Tliosc  that  liked  rum  and  water,  did  they 
liavc  that? 

No. 

Those  that  liked  gin  and  water,  did  they 
have  it  ? 

No. 

Those  that  chose  to  drink  drams  did  they 
have  any  ? 

No,  not  the  town  voters,  the  out-voters  would 
have  a  little  more  indulgence,  they  had  some- 
tiling  better. 

How  long  did  you  continue  your  house 
open  ? 

My  house  was  not  open  to  the  invoiers,  tire 
town  voters  were  not  at  my  house  perhaps 
above  once  in  a  week. 

Then  the  town  voters  were  not  above  once 
or  twice,  during  tlie  election,  at  your  house  ? 

Not  more  than  three  times  the  whole  elec¬ 
tion. 

ere  those  any  particular  times? 

Not  at  ail ;  it  happened  to  be  so. 

How  ion«:  did  the  election  continue  ? 

i  can’t  pretend  to  say,  I  was  very  ill  all  that 
time,  1  iiad  a  physleiau  to  attend  me>  1  had  an 
intlain Illation  in  my  leg. 

Was  you  in  bed  or  stiring  about? 

I  was  in  bed  and  up. 

Did  you  conduct  your  own  business  at  that  ^ 
time?  '  ■ 

My  wife  conducted  the  best  part  of  my 
business. 

'riie  election  \vas  eight  dr  nine  nights  ? 

I  eaiinot  say  how  many  nights. 

During  the  nine  days,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  endiof  the  election,  do  yon  mean  to'say 

o  o 
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the  resident  voters  were  not  at  your  house  only 
tliree  nights  ? 

Yes. 

Only  three  nights? 

I  don’t  know  for  nights_,  afternoons,  and  so 
on. 

Was  there  any  one  day  in  wdiich  they  were 
not  there  ? 

Yes,  when  they  did  not  come  for  all  day. 

T  o  what  amount  mightyou  furnish  them  ? 

I  can’t  pretend  to  say. 

Did  you  keep  no  account  ? 

There  was  a  bit  of  an  account  kept,  but  I  am 
at  a  loss  about  that ;  my  wife  kept  part,  and  I 
kept  part. 

What  became  of  the  part  that  you  kept? 

The  account  was  given  in  the  whole  ac¬ 
count. 

You  say  you  kept  part  of  the  account  ? 

Yes  ;  they  were  consolidated  into  one. 

W  hat  became  of  it  ? 

I  believe  it  was  sent  up  to  the  committee. 

What  committee  ? 

I  don’t  know  what  committee  ? 

Who  sent  it  ? 

A  person  that  was  authorised  to  come  for  it. 

Who  came  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Barton. 

Did  he  get  it  ? 

I  believe  he  did. 

And  you  delivered  it  to  him,  to  go  to  the 
committee  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  deliver  it  yourself  to  Mr.  Barton  ? 

I  wonT  swear  whether  1  did  or  my  wife. 

Was  you  present  ? 

1  can’t  pretend  to  say  j  it  was  delivered. 
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What  was  it  carried  to  the  cominittee  loij 
do  you  know  r 

1  don’t  know  what  It  was,  I  don’t  know  vvli^t 
reason  it  was  for. 

I  ask  you,  was  not  it  to  be  paid? 

I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  or  not,  no  com¬ 
mittee  promised  me  any  thing  ;  and  no  man 
promised  me  a  farthing. 

Have  you  been  paid? 

No  ;  I  don’t  expect  to  be  paid. 

You  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Barton,  to  be  car¬ 
ried  to  the  committee. 

I  did  not  call  it  a  bill. 

Only  an  account  ? 

It  was  an  account  directed  to  nobody. 

But  you  did  not  expect  it  to  be  paid,  you 
swear  ? 

Yes. 

For  what  other  purpose  was  it  to  go  r 

I  donY  know. 

You  said  just  now  a  person  was  authorised  to, 
come  for  it  ? 

I  know  no  more  than  that  a  person  came 
for  it  ?  ♦ 

Was  it  ordered  to  be  made  out,  or  was  any 
account  asked  for ? 

I  believe  it  was. 

By  who  ? 

By  Mr.  Barton. 

Before  the  time, he  came  for  it? 

L  should  imagine  it  was. 

And  when  it  was  made  out,  you  delivered  it 
to  him,  to  be  given  to  the  committee  ? 

Yes.  . 

What  was  the  amount  of  your  bill  ? 

Tho  vvliole  amount  of  that  account,  was  not 
quite  4(>lY,  \  ' 

What  do  you  mean  by  that  account  ? 

o  o  Q  '  ' 
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"  I  don’t  cal]  it  a  billj  it  was  not  addressed  to 
any  person. 

Is  there  a  bill  besides  ? 

No. 

Is  there  any  other  account  of  any  sort  f 

No. 

Is  that  all  til  at  is  owing  to  you  ? 

1  don’t  call  it  owing. 

Is  it  all  you  have  a  ri^ht  to  make  an  account 
of.? 

I  had  no  right  at  all. 

From  what  chalking  or  marking  up^  or  any 
thing,  were  the  two  accounts  of  you  and  your 
wile  taken  from  ;  what  part  did  she  keep,  and 
what  part  did  you  keep  .? 

Just  as  it  happened  ;  when  I  was  able  I  kept, 
and  when  I  was  not  she  kept  it. 

Did  the  account  take  in  what  3mu  delivered 
to  the  out-voters,  and  to  the  in-voters  too  ? 

Yes  ;mli  in  toto. 

.  You  put  in  that  account  both  the  in-voters 
and  the  out-voters  ? 

Yes. 

I’hen  you  did  keep  some  account  of  the  in¬ 
voters  there  ? 

Yes;  jointly. 

i\re  you  sure  of  that  .? 

Yes  ;  as  sure  as  1  stand  here. 

What  do  vou  mean  by  the  word  jointly  :  the 
account  you  say  is  no  bill,  but  it  was  an  ac¬ 
count  of  expences. — What  do  3"ou  mean  by 
jointh’’ .? 

Tlie  word  jointly  includes  both  in-voters  and 
out-voters;  they  were  put  down  with  a  bit  of 
pencil. 

Suppose  an  out-voter  has  a  glass  of  brandy 
a!id  W’ater,  v/hen  you  noted  down  the  first 
charge,  you  put  it  down .? 
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Yes. 

Tliat  is  a  single  article  ? 

Yes.  . 

Suppose  an  in-voter  has  a  pint  of  ale,  or 
picks  a  bone,  does  that  go  down  ? 

Yes, 

Then  by  jointly,  you  mean  that  all  those  in¬ 
dividual  articles  appear  upon,  one  account  i* 

Yes. 

You  keep  a  house  in  the  road  to  Warwick  ? 

Yes. 

Out-voters  came  to  the  house  ?  ' 

\  es. 

Do  you  mean  to  sa}^,  that  more  than  ten  in¬ 
dividual  out-voters  came  in  the  nine  days? 

I  should  not  wonder  if  there  were  not  twelve, 
first  and  last. 

Mr.  Barton  had  the  management  of  a  great 
many  of  them,,  had  not  he  ? 

No,  some  of  them  were  friends  tome,  and 
they  brought  friends  to  me  ;  sorne  from  Lon¬ 
don,  and  some  from  Liverpool,  and  all  parts. 

The  arraimement  of  all  that  vou  know  no- 

O 

thing  of  ? 

You  sav  the  in-voters  had  not  brandy  and 
water,  or  spirits;  at  least  not  to  your  know¬ 
ledge  r 

No?  they  had  not 

Those  that  came  into  your  house,  did  they 
come  to  see  the  out-voters,  or  did  they  come 
to  talk  about  the  election  ? 

The  town- voters  were  very  seldom  in  the 
house,  the  out-voters  came  and  brought  some 
of  their  Coventry  friends  with  them. 

Jf  they  wanted  a  pint  of  ale,- you  let  them^ 
have  it  ? 

Yes.  .  .  ■  ^ 

If  they  wanted  a  bit  of  breat  and  cheesej 
they  had  it  ?  o  o  3 
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Yes. 

Llpon  your  oath,  did  you  do  this  of  your  o\m 
head,  or  did  you  do  it  from  an  order  orexpec-' 
tation  of  an  order  i'oin  any  body  in  the  town  i* 

I  did  not  expect  any  order  at  all ;  J  did  it 
entirely  of  my  own  head. 

When  Barton  asked  for  this  account  you 
gave  it  to  him,  ? 

^  Yes. 

,  When  was  it  he  asked  you  for  it;  how  long 
ago  ?  ^ 

1  think  about  two  or  three  days  after  the  poll 
closed. 

He  knew  probably  you  had  voters  in  your 
house  ? 

He  did. 

W'h  at  became  of  the  account  you  don’t 
know  ? 

No. 

Have  you  ever  applied  to  Captain  Barlow 
for  it 

I  never  applied  to  any  bcdyj  I  never  ex¬ 
pected  it.  " 

Court. — You  said  there  were  only  twelve 
out-voters  first  and  last } 

About  twelve  ;  there  might  be  one  less  or  one 
more. 

What  part  of  the  election  did  the  out-voters 
first  begin  to  come  to  your  house  ? 

Alter  the  election  began  ;  some  a  week  be¬ 
fore  it  closed,  some  two,  three,  or  four  days 
before  it  closed. 

I  understai  d  yon,  that  the  total  number  of 
voters  that  came  from  the  first  day  of  the  poll 
to  the  last,  amounted  to  about  twelve  ? 

Yes. 

W  hat  was  the  greatest  number  of  out-voters  ? 
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I  have  no  dvoubt  there  was  twelve ;  atone 
time  they  would  go  into  the  town  and  get  a 
dinner  with  their  I'riends,  and  then  come  again. 

Then  they  were  the  same  persons  ? 

Yes. 

You  have  mentioned  there  were  twelve  vot¬ 
ers  first  and  last. 

Yes.  ■ 

I  wish  to  know  whether  there  were  more 
than  twelve  out-voters  in  the  whole. —  Had  you 
more  than  twelve^  thirteen^  or  fourteen  ? 

1  don’t  recollect  1  had  more  than  twelve  ;  I 
had  twelve  at  the  table  one  day. 

When  you  gave  the  account  to  Barton, 
what  reason  had  you  to  suppose  it  would  be 
carried  to  the  committee  ^  \ 

I  had  no  reason  tor  it,  any  further  than  he  said 
get  a  bit  of  an  account  made  out,  and  I  will 
take  it  to  the  committee. 

Are  voii  sure  he  used  the  word  committee  ? 

I  think  he  did. 

You  must  swear  what  you  know  of  your  own 
knowledge  ? 

He  did. 

You  say  he  was  authorized  to  come  for  your 
account. — Did  he  inform  you  by  what  autho¬ 
rity  he  came  t 

No  ;  he  did  not  inform  me  of  his  authority. 

You  say  you  had  twelve  out-voters  in -your 
house  at  one  time  ? 

Yes. 

All  the  out-voters,  therefore,  that. you  have 
had  in  your  house,  you  have  had  at  one  and 
the  same  time  .?  v 

1  cannot  say  that;  because  srimetimes  there 
would* be  four  or  fiv^e  missing,  and  then  they 
would  be, altogether  again. 
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Did  Barton  ask  you  for  the  account  of  the 
out-voters  separately  ? 

No;  he  did  not  ask  any  thing  about  that. 

Withdrew. 

Court  cleared ;  agreed  to  call  Barton,  again. 

Samuel  Barton,  called  again. 

Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Watts 
since  he  was  examined  ? 

Yes;  I  heard  somebody  say  I  should  be 
hauled  over  the  coals,  about  the  hill. — I  went 
to  Watts  and  asked  him  about  the  bill,  and  he 
said  1  don’t  know  any  thing  about  the  bill, 
you  called  upon  me  for  a  bill.”  JNow  I  recol¬ 
lect  calling  upon  him  for  a  bill  ;  for  before  the 
election,  there  were  two  treats  given  :  one  by 
the  Corporation  and  another  by  the  Draper’s 
Company ;  and  these  treats  1  had  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  in  that  part  of  the  town  in  that  ward, 
as  the  Alderman  was  ill,  it  was  left  to  me. — 
There  were  bills  made  out  for  the  first  night 
which  the  corporation  gave,  and  likewise  for 
the  niglit  after. — I  paid  the  money  out  of  my 
pocket  to  all  the  landlord’s  that  furnished  the 
treats  in  that  ward. — 1  have  not  receiv'ed  my 
money ;  and  after  the  election  was  over  I 
called  upon  Watts:  I  had  lost  the  account 
which  I  had  paid  him,  1  did  not  know  correctly 
what  it  was ;  the  money  was  given,  I  think,  into 
Mr.  MuHis’s  hands  the  mayor. — I  did  not  re¬ 
ceive  it  of  him  till  within  this  month. 

You  have  received  it .? 

Yes. 

And  you  paid  Watts  before  f 

Yes. 

That  bill  that  you  called  upon  Watts  for, 
was  it  the  bill  of  the  treats  that  w^ere  given  by 
the  Corporation,  and  the  Draper’s  Company, 
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or  was  it  the  bill  for  eating  and  drinking  at  Ins 
house  during  the  election  ? 

No;  1  called  for  a  bill  which  I  liad  to  de¬ 
mand  of  them. 

Did  you  ever  demand  from  Watts  since  the 
election,  any  bill  for  the  amount  ot  what  was 
eat  and  drank  at  his  house  during  the  election? 

No. 

Did  you  call  upon  Watts  for  any  account  of 
the  money  that  was  expended  at  his  house  dur¬ 
ing  the  election  ? 

No  ;  it  was  the  bill  I  asked  him  for,  that  I 
had  paid. 

Did  he  give  you  that  account  ? 

I  think  he  did. 

In  that  account  was  any  thing  consoli¬ 
dated. — Did  he  only  give  you  an  account  of 
the  two  treats,  or  did  he  consolidate  with  it  the 
sum  of  money  expended  in  his  house  during 
the  election  ? 

Only  them  ;  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing 
else. 

-  Did  you  look  at  the  account  he  gave  you  ? 

No ;  he  only  said  how  much  it  was,  I  never 
had  any  bill. 

How  much  was  it  ? 

I  think  thirty  or  forty  pounds,  I  can't  justly 
say  what  it  was. 

At  the  time  you  asked  him  for  the  bill,  did 
you  say  uny  thing  about  a  committee  or  the 
committee  ? 

I  said  I  wanted  to  take  it  to  the  gentlemen 
who  gave  the  orders  for  the  treats,  and  most  of 
the  Aldermen  had  paid;  there  was  a  committee 
formed  amongst  the  corporation  to  give  so 
much  money  themselves. 

And  you  wanted  it  to  carry  to  the  co  mmit- 
tee  to  have  it  paid? 

\  cs. 
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Was  this  only  for  the  two  treats  previous  to 
the  eleetion,  or  for  any  money  spent  in  his 
house  during  the  election  ? 

No,  I  know  of  no  other  account ;  I  knew 
he  had  a  great  many  out-voters  at  his  house. 
Did  you  ever  ask  fc»r  any  account  of  that? 
No. 

That  is  the  only  account  you  ever  had  of 
him  ? 

Yes. 

When  did  you  askhim  forhis  memorandums  ? 
A  few  days  after  the  election  ;  I  can’t  posi¬ 
tively  say  the  day. 

How  long  before  the  election  were  these  two 
treats  ? 

It  might  be  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks;  I 
can’t  say  to  a  week  when  it  w'as. 

.  What  was  the  size  of  the  account  he  gave 
you,  w^as  it  a  long  piece  of  paper^  or  what  t 
About  that  size,  (describing, it.) 

Was  it  only  one  piece  of  paper,  or  two 
pieces  of  paper.? 

It  was  only  the  sum  put  down,  we  were  not 
required  to  give  in  the  particulars. 

Who  did  you  take  it  to  ? 

I  gave  it  to  the  mayor  Mr.  Mullis,  and  he 
paid  it  me;  he  did  not  pay  it  when  I  took  it 
to  him. — I  took  it  to  the  council-house. 

AYhere  did  you  take  it  when  you  received  it 
fromWatts.? 

I  did  not  take  it  to  the  council- house  for 
some  time  after,  I  can’t  say  how  long. 

Mr.  Mullis  ultimately  paid  you  t 
Yes. 

,  You^have  paid  Watts  ? 

I  paid  him  before  the  election. 

How  soon  after  the  treats  did  you  pay  him.? 
I  think  the  next  day.— I  did  not  keep  any  of 
them  out  a  week. — I  paid  all  the  treats. 
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Who  appointed  you  to  pay  all  these  treats  I 

1  don’t  know,  it  was  a  general  appointment 
amongst  the  corporation. 

How  much  was  the  total  amount  you  paid 
altogeiher  ? 

1  cannot  say  whereabouts;  it  might  be  twen¬ 
ty  pounds  aitogether;  I  cannot  say. 

Tb^  •  ’  ie  costs  of  the  treats  was  about  twen¬ 
ty  p(  unds  ? 

Or  n...^  be  not  so  much. — It  was  in  two  dif¬ 
ferent  accounts. 

I  understand  you  were  the  person  deputed  to 
pay  the  publicarvs,  who  had  given  these  treats 
in  the  ward  in  which  Watts  lives  ? 

Yes. 

Were  any  houses  opened  besides  Watts’s  ? 

Yes. 

What  was  the  total  of  the  expences  in  that 
particular  ward  ? 

Between  twenty  and  thirty  pounds  altoge¬ 
ther. 

Then  when  Watts  gave  you  a  bill  to  the 
amount  of  betw^een  thirty  and  forty  poupds, 
did  you  suppose  it  was  only  the  bill  that  you 
had  paid  him 

I  don’t  think  it  was  so  much. 

WILLIAM  wATTs^  Called  again. 

What  was  the  bill  for,  w  hich  you  delivered 
to  Barton. — You  have  spoke  to  us  of  a  joint 
account  delivered  to  Barton  at  his  request; 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  items  composing 
that  account. — How  did  the  account  arise  ? 

Eating  and  driliking,  and  so-forth. 

When? 

At  the  time  of  the  election. 

What  was  the  amount  of  it .? 
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It  was  not  forty-six  pounds. 

Was  the  account  you  gave  to  Barton  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  treats  given  by*,  the  corporation 
and  the  drapers  company,  or  did  it  contain  all 
the  expenditure  of  the  victuals  and  drink  dur¬ 
ing  the  election  ? 

Irle  had  the  account  of  all. 

All  in  one  account  ? 

1*^0  ;  in  two  accounts.  '  '  * 

Des(‘ribe  the  two  accounts. — What  did  they 
first  contain  f 

That  was  for  eating  and  drinking  during  the 
election.  ^ 

What  was  the  other  account  for? 

For  eating  and  drinking  before  the  election. 

When  was  the  account  for  eating^and  drink¬ 
ing  before  the  election  paid  ? 

It  was  paid  belbre  the  election  commenced. 

W  ho  paid  you  ? 

Mr.  Barton. 

What  \tas  the  amount  of  the  bill  ? 

I  really  don’t  know. 

Kecollect  yourself  ? 

I  can’t  recollect  at  all. 

W  hat  I  understand  you  to  swear  distinctly  Is, 
that  you  delivered  to  Mr.  Barton  two  accounts, 
one  of  them  being  the  account  of  the  expences 
incurred  previous  to  the  election,  the  other  the 
expences  incurred  at  the  election  ? 

Yes. 

' Question  to  Barton. — Be  so  good  as  to  ex¬ 
plain  it? 

It  is  a  mistake  ;  the  two  accounts  were  the 
two  different  treats. 

I  ask  you  whether  you  received  two  accounts 
or  one  ? 

[  took  one'  to  Mr.  W^oodcocVs,  and  the 
other  to  Mr.  Mullis.  i} 


i 


M  ILLIAM  YVATTS’S  EXAMINATION*.  3"  3 

You  have  sworn  within  these  five  minutes, 
there  was  !)ut  one  account  ? 

1/  I  did,  1  did  not  mean  it ;  there  were  two 
difterent  treats. — i  received  two  hills  of  jiim, 
one  of  whicli  I  took  into  the  committee,  or 
whatever  they  were,  of  the  corporation,  and  the 
other  to  the  drapers  company, 

\\  hat  was  the  amount  of  each  of  them  ? 

I  believe  about  twenty  pounds  both. 

He  says  he  gave  you  an  account  of  forty-six 
pounds. 

No,  he  is  mistaken ;  he  never  gave  me  any 
such  account. 

Hid  you  pay  him  before  you  got  the  account 
or  after  ? 

The  next  day  after  the  treat. 

And  you  did  not  get  the  account  till  after  the 
election  ? 

Yes, 

So  you  paid  him  the  treats  before  you  got 
tlie  accounts? 

Yes. 

Then  when  you  came  after  the  election,  to 
ask  him  for  the  accounts,  did  you  ask  him  for 
the  accounts  of  the  treats  onlv  r 
•.  I  never  saw  any  account  but  these  two  sums. 

Q'uestioi  to  fVatls. — How  much  did  Barton 
pay  you  ? 

J  don’t  recollect. 

])id  Barton  pay  the  day  after  the  treats  ? 

1  imagine  it  was,  or  tiiereabouts. 

If  he  paid  you  the^  day  after  the  treats,  he 
must  have  paid  you  before  the  election  ? 

Yes. 

Then  after  the  election  you  gave  him  in  an 
account  of  the  expences  at  the  Section  ? 

Yes. 
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Did  be  ever  pay  you  that  bill,  or  any  other 
person  ? 

No,  1  did  not  expect  to  be  paid. — I  did  not 
.deliver  it  as  a  bill,  it  was  a  gross  amount. 

Whether  you  thought  the  persons  to  wlioin 
you  delivered  a  bill  lor  treats  given  belore  the 
election,  were  the  same  persons  to  whom  3’ou 
'  should  give  the  bill  after  the  election. — I)id 
■you  consider  that  the  bill  for  expences  incur¬ 
red  at  the  election,  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  same 
description  of  persons  to  whom  you  sent  a  bill 
of  expences  incnrre»d  previous  to  the  election. 
— Answer  that  question,  aye  or  no  f 

No.  -I  did  not  expect  it. 

.Did  3mu  give  them  to  be  carried  to  the  same 
person  ? 

Yes,  when  the}^  were  required. 

Did  jmu  give  to  Barton  the  bill  for  the  ex- 
ipences  incurred  at  the  election,  with  the  same 
view  that  you  gave  him  the  bill  previous  to  the 
.election  'i 
No. 

Then  wh\^  did  you  give  them  both  to  Barton  ? 

Because  he  asked  for  two  accounts  ;  the  ac- 
.count  before  the  election,  and  at  the  election.. 

How  many  pieces  of  paper  did  they  make  r 

Two. 

Are  vou  sure  of  that  ^ 

*  */ 

Yes. 

AVdiat  did  the  first  paper  contain  • 

I  don’t  know. 

Did  the  first  paper  contain  charges  incurred 
h}"  the  drapers  compan^^  and  the  corporation  ? 

I  had  no  charge  against  none. 

II  ere  is  a  bill  incurred  at  your  house,  for 
treats  previous  to  the  election.  You  say  you  de- 
,4ivered  two  bills  to  Barton,  I  ask  you,  if  one  of 
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tliein  contained  the  charges  against  the  drapers 
company  for  their  proportion;  and  against  tlie 
corporation  for  their  proportion  r 

No,  I  did  not. —  it  was  some  charge  against 
somebody,  but  1  don’t  know  who. 

Did  one  piece  of  paper  contain  all  the  cx- 
pences,  incinred  at  the  treat  previous  to  the 
election  the  drapers  company  were  to  defray 

1  believe  it  might. 

Was  there  any  thing  else  in  that  paper  ? 

Nothing  else. 

You  are  sure  that  of  the  two  accounts  which 
you  delivered  to  him,  one  contained  nothingel.se 
tlian  a  charge  brought  by  you  against  the  dra¬ 
pers  company,  for  expences  incurred  at  a 
treat  prior  to  the  election? 

I  cannot  pretend  to  say  who  it  was  brought 
against. 

You  had  a  claim  upon  the  drapers  company, 
and  upon  the  corporation,  for  treats  given  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  election,  for  which  you  were  paid  • 
by  Mr.  Barton  ? 

Yes. 

Mr.  Barton  came  to  you  for  an  account  for 
his  own  satisfaction,  he  having  paid  you  ? 

Yes. 

Then  you  delivered  to  him  two  accounts,  and 
two  accounts  only  ? 

Yes. 

One  of  those  accounts  contained  a  charge 
which  in  fact  you  have  been  paid  before  ^ 

Yes. 

Did  that  paper  which  contained  that  charge, 
contain  the  whole  charges  you  had  been  paid 
before,  or  only  that  part  which  related  to  the 
Drapers  Company,  or  to  the  Corporation  ? 

The  charges  he  fetched  up  the  last  time  was 
another  charge. 

p  p  2 
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There  were  two  treats  given  at  your  house  f 

Yes. 

Did  the  amount  of  those  two  treitt.s  given 
before  the  election,  constitute  the  sum  total  in 
one  of  the  accounts  given  by  you  to  Barton  ? 

Yes;  it  did. 

Then!  arn  to  understand,  that  one  piece  of 
paper  contained  the  whole  of  the  expence  of 
the  two  treats  which  were  given  at  your  house 
})revious  to  the  election  ? 

1  cs. 

Did  it  contain  any  thing  else  t 

TVot  to  my  knowledge. 

You  must  speak  correct  ? 

Yes  ;  it  wais  so. 

What  was  the  amount.^ 

I  don’t  know\  . 

What  did  the  other  account  consist  of? 

Tlie  other  account  was  not  forty-six  pounds. 

d'hen  am  I  to  understand  you,  that  the  ac¬ 
count  Vv'hich  did  not  include  any  thing  of  the 
treats,  amounted  to  fort^^-six  pounds  r 

Yes. 

So  tliat  forty-six  pounds  is  the  sum  total  of 
one  of  the  accounts  delivered  by  you  to  Barton 

Yes. 

Was  it  you  yourself  that  made  out  that  ac¬ 
count,  which  you  gave  to  Barton  ? 

I  miLdit  write  a  little,  and  my  wdfe  mi(2rht 
write  a  little,  and  another  person  miglit  write  a 
little. 

Did  you  put  down  on  the  same  paper  the 
treat  given  by  the  drapers  coliipany,  and  by 
the  corporation  ? 

I.  know  of  no  distinction. 

How  many  days  distance  between  the  two 
treats  ? 

There  might  be  four  or  five  days. 
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And  yon  put  down  the  two  treats  upon  one 
bit  of  paper? 

Yes.  ,  j  , 

Can  you  recollect  the  amount  ? 

No,  1  can’t  at  all. 

You  gave  that  account  to  Barton,  after  the 
election  ? 

No,  that  was  the  day  before  the  election. 

Did  you  give  him  the  account  he  paid  you  ? 

I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  that  day  or  the 
day  alter,  I  can’t  pretend  to  say. 

Did  you  give  him  any  account  oftener  than 
once? 

I  gave  him  an  account  twice. 

Was  one  account  before  the  election*^  and/ 
the  other  after? 

Yes. 

Did  Barton  pay  yo-u  the  day  you  gave  him 
the  first  account  ? 

1  can’t  pretend  tosay  it  was  before  the  elec- 
ti-on,  but  i  can’t  say. 

After  the  electio'n  he  asked  you  for  another 
account? 

Yes. 

The  day  you  gave  him  that  account  after 
the  election,  was  it  upon  one  or  two  bits  of 
paper  ? 

i  think  it  was  on  one  paper,  but  I  am  not 
sure. 

What  did  it  contain  ? 

Not  quite  forty-six 'pounds. ' 

W  as  that  account  only  for  the  expences 
during  the  election  ? 

,  It  was. 

Did  it  include  any  part  of  the  treats  ? 

No. 

Have  you  been  paid  that  ? 

p  p  3 
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No. 

W  iiat  did  Mr,  Barton  say  to  you,  when  lie 
usked  you  tor  tiie  second  account  after  the 
election  ^ 

lie  signified  he  had  called  for  the  account. 

Did  he  say  aii}^  thing  more  tiiari  ask  you  for 
the  accounts  f 

\  es ;  beseemed  to  signify  he  was  to  take  it 
to  the  committee. 

When  he  asked  3’'ou  for  the  first  account, 
did  he  say  any  thing  about  a  committee.^ 

J  don’t  know  that  he  did. 

But  when  he  asked  you  for  the  second  ac¬ 
count,  he  signified  it  was  to  be  carried  to  a 
committee  ? 

Yes. 

Question  to  Mr.  Pjarton, — You  liave  heard 
what  3^our  wntness  says  t 

Yes. 

How  often  did  you  ask  him  for  an  account.^ 

He  gave  me  an  account  of  the  treats  after 
tlie  election  was  oWr;  1  called  upon  him 
again  to  get  the  account  again. 

'  By  virtue  of  your  oath,  was  it  only  to  get  an 
account  of  of  the  treats,  or  any  other  account  t 

For  myowm  satisfaction  only,  he  mentioned 
something  about  another  account,  and. said  he 
Vvould  send  his  bill ;  I  told  him  1  only  w'aiited 
an  account  of  the  money  I  had  paid  out  of  iny 
own  pocket. 

.Did  he  give  you  in  writing  an  account  of 
his  expences  during  the  electioneering. f' 

Never ;  1  never  received  any  account  of  him 
but  for  the  treats. 

By  virtue  of  your  oath,  will  you  take  upon 
you  to  sa^g  they  were  the  only  accouius  you 
received  from  him? 

Never  ;  he  told  me  there  was  another  ac- 
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count,  and  I  said  I  had  nothing  to  do  \rith 
that,  I  could  not  settle  that. 

And  you  take  upon  you  to  swear,  that  the 
only  account  he  gave  you  were  ot  the  second 
treat  ? 

Inti  rely. 

He  told  you  of  the  461.  ? 

He  did  not  say  the  sum. 

'Fhen  the  account  of  the  treats  were  two  dif¬ 
ferent  accounts  ? 

He  at  hrst  put  them  upon  one  paper,  and 
then  I  told  him  they  might  be  put  upon  two 
different  papers,  because  they  were  for  two  dif¬ 
ferent  parties ;  the  corporation  were  to  pay 
one  and  the  drapers  company  the  other. 

Question  to  Mr.  Watts. — You  swear  it  was 
upon  one  piece  of  paper;  Barton  says  you 
first  gave  it  him  upon  one  piece  of  paper,  and 
he  desired  you  to  make  it  into  two  ^ 

I  cannot  say  wdiether  I  did  or  not,  I  cannot 
recollect. 

Then  you  don’t  know  but  what  he  is  saying 
may  be  true  ?  - 

Mine  is  true,  and  his  is  true  seemingly,  if 
that  is  the  case. 

Have  you,  at  any  time,  called  upon  any  of 
the  publicans  in  Coventry  for  any  bills,  for 
what  they  have  expended  during  the  election? 

Never. 

Then  of  course,  if  you  have  never  called 
"  for  any  bills,  you  have  not  received  any  ? 

Upon  my  oath  I  never  have. 

Neither  bill  or  account? 

Neither. 

Question  to  Mr.  Barton. — You  say  Watts 
mentioned  another  bill  to  you  ? 

Yes;  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  any  thing 
about  that;  I  had  a  bill  of  the  same  kind,  he 
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said  he  had  a  bill,  and  wished  me  to  get  that 
paid. 

Did  his  wife  give  yon  an  account  ? 

'INo. 

Was  his  wife  present  ? 

I  think  not;  1  believe  he  was  in  the  room 
by  himself,  but  1  really  cannot  be  positive. 

Who  t  was  it  you  said  about  the  committee  ? 

I  told  him  I  wanted  to  take  it  to  the  corpora¬ 
tion  committee,  there  was  a  certain  sura  of 
money  in  a  fund,  to  give  a  treat  to  the  freemen, 
and  some  night  after  that,  another  was  given 
by  the  drapers  company ;  I  had  the  distribu¬ 
ting  of  these  two  sums,  as  soon  as  the  treats 
were  over,  1  think  I  paid  the  first  the  day  after, 
and  the  drapers  a  few  days  after.  I  did  not 
receive  the  money  till  after  the  election. 

Why  did  not  }ou  receive  it  till  after  the 
election  ? 

1  applied  to  the  commissioners,  and  they 
said  I  must  get  it  of  tiie  mayor. 

Wdio  were  there,  name  them.'' 

Mr.  Mayor. 

Was  M  r.  Inge  there  ? 

I  don’t  recollect. 

Mr.  Woodcock? 

He  don’t  belong  to  the  corporation, 

M^as  Mr.  Williamson  there? 

I  can’t  justly  say,  there  was  five  or  six  of 
them. 

When  was  it  you  made  this  application  f 

Alter  the  election. 

Then  you  did  not  apply  to  them  to  pay  yon 
the  money  you  had  expended  for  them,  till 
after  the  elec  tion  was  over  ? 

We  were  all  together,  the  alderman  belong¬ 
ing  io  the  Ward  was  very  ill,  the  freemen  were 
always  willing  to  do  any  thing  for  me,  and 
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they  desired  me  to  collect  it  in  the  room  of  the 
alderman  ;  I  asked  the  mayor  for  the  monejj, 
he  desired  me  to  call  about  Christmas. 

When  did  you  understand  he  had  got  some 
superfluous  money? 

I  understood  the  mayor  had  got  my  part  in 
Ids  hands. 

\Vhat  fund  are  you  speaking  of? 

There  was  so  much  money  given  for  the 
corporation  treat,  and  the  mayor  had  it  in  his 
hands  ;  1  was  told  the  mayor  had  it  for  me, 
and  when  I  went  to  him  he  said  my  account 
would  take  it  all. 

Did  you  hear  of  a  fund^  before  the  treat  or 
afterwards  ? 

There  was  no  fund. 

Question  repeated. 

I  never  heard  till  after  the  treat  that  ther« 
was  so  much  money.- 

When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  fund? 

Not  till  after  the  election. 

Who  kept  the  fund  ^ 

The  money  was  put  into  the  mayor^s  hands, 
I  thought  it  hard  I  could  not  get  it. 

William  Farmer,  called  in  and  sioorn.  . 

Did  you  live  at  the  White  Bear  Inn,  at  Co¬ 
ventry,  at  the  last  election  ? 

,  Yes. 

Who  keeps  the  Inn  ? 

Mr.  Grimes. 

What  are  you  ? 

I  was  waiter  there. 

Did  Mr.  Jeffery s  live  at  your  house  during 
the  election, — did  he  use  to  dine  at  home 
frequently  ? 

Some  days  he  did,  some  days  he  did  not. 
When  he  dined,  who  used  to  dine  withhim^ 
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ore  any  oiluT  parties  ot  tlio  voters  at  Co¬ 
ve  lury  at  \\H»r  bouj^'  r 

\  os  :  si'vemi.  baokvMirtis  and  (orvrards, 

IVople  that  llYtHi  at  Co venirv  ; 

No ;  all  the  ^vople  that  came  out  of  the 

counirv. 

,  « 

>  o  others : 

I^ot  that  I  kuoxv  of. 

l^id  they  si.ay  there  any  time  ? 

Some  ot  them  suqxed  theix'  us  muciv  as  a 
wet'k. 


M^as  that  during  the  poll: 

^  es. 

Did  they  live  and  sleep  at  your  house  r 
Some  ot  them  lived  there, breakfasted,  dined, 
and  supped. 

Hoxv  many  f 
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^riien*  were  several  partir'". 

1  low  many  i 
'riirijc  or  four  together. 

In  several  parties,  as  tlicy  were  aerpniinted 
Avitli  eacli  otlje*rr 
Y  es. 

Had  you  any  orders  for  furnishing  them 

with  what  they  wanted  r 

No,  th(;y  generally  [laid  lor  what  they  had. 

Did  you  ever  receive  any  jnoney  from 
tlnun  ? 

Yes;  [  used  to  receive  the  hills  in  the  morri- 
ing. 

1  don’  mean  the  geni.lcrnen  that  dined? 

1’hey  all  dined,  and  the  people  that  came 
to  vote,  and  those  kind  of  things,  all  paid. 

There  w^as  nothing  left  unpaid? 

Not  with  them. 

VV as  tfiere  with  any  body  ? 

Yes. 

What  sort  of  persons  were  tliey  ;  were  they 
voters  ? 

'  I  can’t  tell  ;  there  were  a  great  many  .peo¬ 
ple  came  backwards  and  forwards  that  had 
victuals,  and  drink  who  did  not  pay  for  it. 

What  sort  of  persons  were  they  ? 

1  can’t  tell  what  they  were  ;  there  were 
some  constables  for  some. 

Were  there  any  tovvn’s  people: 

Not  that  had  any  thing  to  cat  and  drink, 
except  the  constables. 

Was  any  bill  ever  made  out? 

There  was  a  bill  made  out. 

Who  ordered  you  t^make  that  bill  out? 

My  mistress. 

What  did  you  do  with  the  bill  when  you 
made  it  out? 

1  took  it  to  Mr.  Williamson’s  house,  and 
left  it  there. 
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Have  you  seen  Mr.  Williamson  since, 
about  it? 

No. 

How  came  you  to  take  it  to  Mr,  Wil¬ 
liamson  f* 

My  mistress  ordered  me  ?  I  have  left  Co¬ 
ventry  now. 

\V\mt  time  did  you  take  it  to  Mr.  William¬ 
son  s  house,  was  it  alter  the  election  or  during- 
tlie  election  ? 

It  was  in  the  election. 

After  the  poll  was  done  with  ? 

It  must  be  after ;  I  think  it  included  broken 
glasses,  what  they  had  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
gentlemen’s  dinners,  and  every  thing  ;  a  o-e- 
neral  account  altogether. 

What  was  the  amount  of  the  bill? 

About  2001. 

And  that  you  left  at  Mr.  Williamson’s  ? 

Yes. 

Was  there  any  other  bill  besides  ? 

I  don’t  know  of  any  other. 

Did  you  make  it  out  yourself? 

Yes. 

What  did  you  take  it  from  ?  ' 

A  book  of  my  mistresses. 

You  did  not  see  Mr.  Williamson  to  ask  for 
payment? 

No. 

Did  you  see  any  thing  of  the  people  that 
sat  at  Saint  Alary  s  Hail,  about  the  election  ?  ^ 

No  ;  there  were  other  servants  in  the  house. 

Was  yon  ever  sent  with  any  message  to  the 
Gaol  Hall? 

No. 

Was  you  ever  present  when  any  messertgert^ 
were  sent  ? 

No. 
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'  >■ 

You  had  a  ejveat  deal  of  the  maiiagciuepi.  ot 
ihe'iiouse,  during  the  election  ? 

A  great  deal. 

liatl  -you  any  orders,  when  any  otUio  voters 
caine  for  beer ;  was  you  ordered  to  ret  use  ^tbeui . 

I  was  ordered  not  to  take  any  Irom  the  bai 

unless  it  was  paid  tor.  ^  n  ?  * 

Had  you  any  orders  given  you  at  all . 

I  had  none. 

Had  you  any  orders  to  give  any  awayr 

No.  .  .  , 

Had  you  had  any  orders  not  to  give  it  avi^ay  s' 

Yes ;  I  had  orders  not  to  deliver  it  without 

the  money.  , 

What  sort  of  persons  w'ei-e  those  whose  re- 

i^reshment  made  part  ot  the  200l.  bill  i* 

'PhO’  chaises  and  broken  glasses,  and  the 
dinners  Mr.  Garter,  and  othei  people  had. 
That  was  indued  in  the  bilif 

^’es.  ' 

Onlv  gentlemen  of  the  town  ? 

Nobody  else,  that  I  know. 

Cross  examined. — You  was  there  during  the- 

election'? 

Yes. 

And  before  it? 

Y  es. 

You  talk  of  Constables;  I  believe  a  consi¬ 
derable  damage  was  done  to  your  master  s 
house  ' 

Yes  ;  they  broke  the  windows  and  doors. 
The ’chairs  and  tables,  and  got  into  dif- 
ferentrooins  ? 

\es. 

What  did  they  want? 

They  w^anted  to  find  Mr.  .Tdi'erys. 

'fhose  are  expences  and  losses  that  happen¬ 
ed  upon  voiir  master  ?, 
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Yes. 

\v  hose  mob  were  the}*  ? 

Mr.  .BircFs  mob_,  I  believe. 

Wlio  did  they  cry  for? 

They  wanted  Mr.  Jeffeiys  out* 

Mr.  Jeffeiys  was  obliged  to  escape  ? 

He  was  up  stairs. 

t  After  that  there  was  constables  charged 

with  the  protection  of  the  house  ? 

Yes.  • 

Wbis  not  it  necessary  that  there  should  be 
_  such  persons  to  protect  the  house  from  the 
'  mob  ? 

Yes. 

Did  these  constables  dine  there  ? 

Yes.'y 

ITow  long  have  you  lived  in  Nottingham  ? 
FB  e  or  sVx  A^ears. 

Tlie  out-voters  came  in  carriages? 

A’  ® 

1  es. 

How  much  of  it  was  for  carriages-? 

Forty  or  fifty  pounds. 

,^-'The  provision-breakfast,  dinner,  and  sup- 

They  did  not  stop  long;  those  that  slept 
there  paid  and  then  went  away,  a  great  many 
oft'hcm;  some  did  not. 

I  believe  you  speak  hastily;  youd  on’t  mean 
to  say  that  the  gentlemen  wlio  dined  there 
'  with  Mr.  .leffcrys  did  not  pay  their  scott  ? 

Sometimes  they  did. 

It  was  charged  to  them,  when  they  did  not? 
h  es. 

Wdien  it  was  not  paid  by  Mr.  Inge,  he  was 
'  considered  as  owini^  it? 

I  es. 

ou  say  it  was  included  in  that  account; 
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I  but  it  was  the  reckoning  of  Mr.  Inge;  lie  had 
not  paid  it  perhaps  ? 

FiVerv  thing  was  included  in  that  account. 

,  So  you  put  every  thing  tliat  remained  un- 
I  paid  of  every  description^,  to  this  account. 

f 

But  the  gentlemen  wlio  dined  there  paid 
their  scott  every  day  ^ 

Sometimes  tliey  did_,  sometimes  they  did 
;  not. 

j  But  I  mean  they  were  asked  individually  ? 

I  \  es. 


The  chaise  hire  was  about  oOl..^ 

Yes;  tiieir  names  are  all  in  tlie  book. 
Some  days  some  paid^  and  some  did  not 


Y 


cs. 
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.  Some  gentlemen  paid,  and  some  did  not  ? 

Yes. 

And  that  bill  that  included  this,  was  carried 
to  Alderman  Williamson  ? 

Yes. 

How  Iona: have  you  left  Coventry.^  ... 

d'wo  m(>nths. 

Was  that  bill  ever  broug lit  back  ? 

Not  that  [  know. 

Shouhl  you  liave  seen  it,  if  it  had  been 
brought  back  i! 

1  can’t  say;  I  left  Coventry  very  soon  after 
tliat. 


Were  any  orders  given  to  make  a  disdnctiori 
between  resident,  and  non-resident  voters  ? 
Not  that  1  know  of. 

And  that  bill  included  all  the  damage  done 
to  the  house  ? 


Yes;  the  glaziers  bill  is  in  it. 

And  ail  the  reckonings  left  unpaid  bv  the 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Carter,  Mr.  Inge,  and  gciitlc- 

k!  q 
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niCQ  o{  that  description^  was  made  out  to  Mr. 
Williamson  ? 

it  v/as  not  made  out  to  any  body^  it  was  sent 
to  Mr.  Williamson. 

Was  Mr.  Barlow  at  the  White  Bear,,  durin'»-  " 
any  p  a  r  t  o  1 '  t  h  a  1 1  i  in  e  ?  ^ 

Sometimes. 

Did  he  pay  his  part  of  the  reckoning  when 
he  dined  there 

'J  h.at  is  not  paid,  I  believe. 

Was  any  part  of  the  reckoning  paid  ? 

Some  days  it  waspaid^  and  some  days  it  was 
not. 

Was  it  unpaid  any  one  of  the  days  that  Mr. 
.Barlow  dined  there? 

I  eaiinot  answer  for  that. 

I  low  many  dinners  were  prepared  anv  one 
<hiy,  at  vour  master’s  house  ? 

•Onlv  one. 

■* 

Might  the  resident  freemen  have  come  into 
your  master’s  house  and  had  what  they  pleased  ? 

No  such  tiling. 

'fiiey  were  never  asked  to  have  any  thing  in 
Yonr  master’s  house  r 

No. 

h’he  w  itness  ordered  to  withdraw. 

JViUiam  Squires  culled  in  and  secorn. 

Do  you  keep  a  public  house  at  Coventry  ^ 

The  Crane  at  the  top  of  Bishop-street. " 

Difl  any  of  the  Coventry  voters  frequent 
yotir  iiouse  at  the  last  election  .? 

Tliere  was. 

Any  number  of  them 

Many;  some  few  Coventry  people,  and 
many  tiiat  did  not  reside  in  Coventry,  that 
\\  ere  voters. 
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Did  thcw^come  to  your  house  by  any  appoint¬ 
ment  from  any  body  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Were  they  entertained  at  your  house  during 
the  election  ? 

Yes;  I  gave  them  entertainment. 

1  mean  refreshment^  eating  and  drinking  ? 

Yes. 

/Did  you  confine  your  refreshment  to  any 
purticular  description^  cold  meat^  or  dinners, 
or  suppers  ? 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  cooking  a  great  deal  of 
victuals,  and  whatever  I  had  they  partook  of; 
1  am  constantly  cooking,  when  I  am  in  my 
business. 

How  many  do  you  suppose  you  may  have 
entertained  there  f 

Some  days,  I  should  think  forty  or  fifty  out¬ 
voters,  and  resident  freement  together;  some¬ 
times  more,  sometimes  less. 

H  ow  many  do  you  think  there  used  to  be  at 
meals  ? 

The  people  at  meal  times  were  people  that  I 
found  lodging  for. 

Those  that  live  at  Coventry  did  not  have 
their  meals  in  your  house  ? 

No. 

They  came  for  other  refreshments? 

Yes;  they  did  come  along  with  a  friend, 
now  and  then,  and  had  a  crust  of  bread  a  ad 
cheese,  or  a  glass  of  ale. 

Those  things  that  were  so  furnished  did  they 
,  pay  for  ? 

ddiey  did  not. 

Who  was  to  pay  for  it; 

I  can’t -tell. 

d9ii  whose  account  did  you  trust  them  r 

(>)it  my  own  account. 

q  >3 
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Did  you  give  them  credit  individual! v  ?  • 

I  did  not. 

Did  you  not  expect  to  be  paid  what  you  was 
furnished.? 

I  had  no  expectation  at  all  at  the  time. 

Did  you  not  expect  to  receive  the  money 
for  that  which  you  was  so  furnished  .? 

I  thought  I  should  have  some  satisfaction. 

Did  you  not  expect  immediate  payment  ? 

1  did  not. 

At  what  time  did  you  expect  to  receiv’^e  it*;, 
what  caused  a  delay  of  the  payment.? 

'  I  don’t  know  of  any  delay;  I  don’t  know 
why  it  was  not  paid. 

Have  you  applied  to  any  body? 

1  have  not. 

Why  did  not  you  apply  ? 

[  did  not  know  who  to  apply  to. 

Do  you  expect  hereafter^  to  be  informed 
where  to  apply  to  ? 

I  did  not  know  where  I  was  to  apply  to  ;  i 
did  not  know  that  there  was  any  particular 
person  that  could  inform  me. 

Did  you  not  expect  that  you  would  be  in- 
iormed  of  some  place  wdiere  you  might  go  for 
the  money  some  day  or  other? 

[  expected  that  1  should  have  some  satisfac¬ 
tion  for  what  I  had  done. 

Prom  W'h at  quarter? 

I  could  not  tell  from  wPiat  quarter. 

Did  you  expect  it  from  any  particular  body 
of  men  ? 

No  ;  I  know  of  no  particular  body  of  men 
that  I  could  expect  it  from. 

I  n  w'hat  interest  ? 

I  cannot  say. 

!)id  you  take  either  part  in  the  election  ? 

I  was  not  a  voter. 
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There  was  two  parties ;  was  you  on  the  side 

of  either  ?  r  re 

Yes;  the  party  I  was  of,  was  of  Mr.  Jetterys 

and  Mr  Barlow. 

The  paynient,  you  have  no  idea  where  it  is 

to  come  from  ? 
f  No;  nor  ever  had. 

You  never  expected  perhaps,  to  be  paid  . 

Not  of  payment ;  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  , 
sball  have  some  sort  of  satisfaction  ;  but  what 
sort  I  cannot  say,  or  where  from  I  cannot  say. 
Do  you  know  why  it  is  so  long  delayed. 

No,  I  do  not. 

If  this  petition  had  not  been  depending,  do 
you  think  it  would  have  been  so  long  delayed  . 

I  cannot  tell.  ,  i  , 

Did  you  not  expect,  if  there  bad  been  no 
petition,  that  you  would  have  been  paid  before 

this  time  ? 

I  don’t  know  I  did. 

You  said  you  expected  some  amends  rnade 
you;  I  ask  you  whether,  if  this  petition  had  not 
been  depending,  you  would  have  expected 
that  satisfaction  to  be  made  before  now  ? 

No.  .  . 

Do  not  you  believe  the  petition  now  depend¬ 
ing*,  is  the  reason  you  have  not  had  satisfac¬ 
tion  before  now  ? 

I  don’t  believe  that. 

Have  you  ever  made  out  ny  accounts  ? 

No,  I  have  not. 

What  account  did  you  keep  ? 

I  have  made  accounts,  which  I  keep  myself, 
in  my  own  books. 

Is  there  a  correct  account  of  all  you  fur¬ 
nished  ?  T  1  '  •  1 

Of  all ;  every  thing  that  1  did  furnish. 
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Have  you  ever  been  applyed  to  by  any  body, 
to  know  the  amount  of  that  account  t 
No,  never. 

Have  3T)u  ever  applied  to  any  body,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  your  demand  ? 

I  have  not. 

What  may  be  the  amount  of  it,  as  far  as 
your  memory  can  help  you  r 
The  amount  is  about  *1701. 

Then  I  understand  y’^ou,  that  you  furnished 
meat,  drink,  and  lodging’,  to  the  amount  of 
170I.  without  any  orders,  and  without  know¬ 
ing  where  to  resort  for  payment  ^ 

,  I  did. 

At  the  same  time  expecting  some  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  be  made  you  ? 

I  have  no  doubt  some  satisfaction  will  be 
made  me. 

And  you  have  no  knowledge  from  what 
quarter  ? 

I  have  not. 


Was  there  any  treats  given  at  your  house 
previous  to  the  election  ? 

There  were. 


How  many  ? 

Two. 

By  whom 

By  the  gentlemen  of  Coventry  ;  the  first 
treat  was  by  the  magistrates. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  magistrates  ? 

The  corporation. 

Who  ordered  it  ^ 

I  can  t  lecollect  j  it  was  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Howard,  came  to  me;  he  did  not  mention 
any  particular  man’s  name,  but  said  he  came 
h'om  tlie  corporation.  I  was  paid  by  Mr 

Mulhs  :  he  was  at  that  time  mavor  of  Coven- 
trv. 


I 
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What  was  the  amount  of  the  hill  ? 

1  think  about  seven  pounds,  I  eau’t  be  exact 
in  it. 

Who  gave  the  other  treat  ?  , 

The  other  treat  was  given  in  the  names  of 

the  drapers  company. 

Who  ordered  it  for  the  drapers  company  c 

[  can’t  recollect. 

Was  his  name  Barton  ^ 

No  ;  1  think  the  person  who  ordered  it  was 
Hooker. 


Who  paid  von? 

Afr.  Niiit,  Clerk  to  Messrs.  Woodcock  and 
l/ittlc. 

\V  hat  was  the  ajnount  of  that  ? 

1  think  that  was  about  nine  pounds. 

W  hen  was  that  paid,  how  soon  after  the 


treat  r 

Either  the  next  day,  or  the  next 


day  but 


How  soon  after  the  treat  of  the  corporation  i 
I  think  about  a  week  after,  but  the  bill  was 
paid  next  day. 

How  long  was  that  before  the  election? 

1  think  about  three  weeks. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Mullis 
who  paid  you  the  bill,  about  the  expences  of 
the  election  ? 

Not  a  word. 

Where  did  he  pay  you  ? 

In  his  own  house;  he  sent  for  me  to  his  own 

house. 

You  opened  your  house  without  any  orders 

at  all  ? 

1  did. 

How  long  have  you  kept  this  house.' 

About  two  years,  or  two  years  and  a  half.  * 
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I  understand  that  you  said,  as  to  the  resident 
■freemen,  if  they  asked  you  for  a  pint  of  beer 
you  gave  it  them  ? 


Yes.  , 

I'hey  were  not  treated  as  the  out-voters  were 
at  all  ^ 

No.  , 

What  they  had  was  upon  your  free  gift  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  give  3^111*  waiters  orders  to  give 
^them  any  thing  ? 

I  am  mv"  own  waiter,  and  m3"  own  master. 

And  you  mean  to  say  the  resident-fieemeii 
were  coming  in,  in  the  way  you  speak  of 

es  ;  It  the  treemen  came  and  wished  to  set 
down  at  meals  with  the  other  freemen  ;  I  told 
them  they  had  homes  of  their  own. 


Did  3"ou  observe  this  distinction  between  the 
out-voters  and  the  in-voters,  during  the  time  of 
the  election  .? 

I  did. 

With  respect  to  any  of  those  accounts,  had 
3* on  any  previous  communication  with  jVIr. 
Barlow 

I  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Barlow,  that  I  know 
of,  till  1  saw  him  in  London. 

You  are  no  voter 


No. 

Your  wishes  were  with  the  partv  ? 
Yes.  '  ’  ' 


You  had  a  personal  zeal  for  M  r.  Jefferys  and 
Mr.  Barlow 
Yes. 

And  without  an3"  order  or  apporbation,  you 
have  done  what  3mu  have  stated  I 
Y  es. 

Members.— In  that  bill  of  1701.  is  there  any 
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distinction  of  what  was  done  hy  resident 

voters  and  non-resident  voters  ? 

No.  T  I 

You  said  you  did  not  give  credit,  to  the 

town  voters  individually  ? 

Yes  ;  I  did  not  give  cTedit  to  any  one  per- 

s  0  n .  i*  1  4. 

Then  you  kept  no  separate  account  ot  what 

'each  man  had : 

No. 

During  the  election  there  was  no  sepaiate 
account  of  what  each  man  had  at  your  house; 
hut  what  they  all  had  together.? 

Yes  ;  the  liquor  was  all  put  together. 

What  amount  of  1701.  might  there  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  liquor? 

I  cannot  say. 

Ten  pounds  ? 

Considerably  above  ten  pounds. 

Tell  me  as  near  as  you  can  recollect  tne 

amount  of  the  liquor  ? 

I  think  the  liquor,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect, 

came  altogether  to  ninety  pounds. 

The  resident  voters  had  nothing  but  liquor? 

No. 

How  came  the  ont-voters  to  come  to  .your 


house  .? 

A  "reat  many  of  the  out-voters  knew  me, 
and  "knowing  that  I  more  beds  than  many 
other  houses'had,  I  could  find  diem  lodgings. 

Do  you  know  if  they  were  directed  to  your 
house  by  any  person  ? 

Not  that  1  know  of. 

W’erc  there  no  regular  billets? 

No. 

Were  any  of  the  out-voters,  that  were  ai 
your  liousc,"strangcrs  to  you? 

A  great  many  of  them  worq. 
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How  came  you  to  take  those  strangers  in  ? 

They  came  along  with  those  that  did  know 
me,  and  asked  me  if  I  could  accommodate 
their  friends  with  lod2:iric>:s. 

Do  you  know  of  your  knowledge  if  any  of 
the  publicans  in  Coventry,  received  any  of  tlie 
expellees  incurred  during  the  election  ? 

I  1  don’t  know  of  any  that  have. 

Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  if 
any  public  houses  were  opened  in  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ^ 

I  suppose  there  were  freemen’s  houses  in  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 

I  saw  freemen  at  a  house  very  near  me  ; 
about  forty  yards  off. 

Did  you  go  into  any  of  those  public  houses? 

No. 

Wh  at  is  the  house  near  you  ? 

The  Bull  and  anchor. 

Was  that  house  open  in  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Bird  and  Mr.  M  oore,  in  the  same  way  asyour’s 
was  in  the  interest  of  Ckiptain  Barlow  ? 

I  cannot  say ;  1  saw  freemen  going  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards. 

Did  you  know  any  of  those  freemen  ? 

I  cannot  say. 

How  do  you  know  there  were  friends  of  Mr. 
Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  t 

1  knew,  because  the  person  himself  is  a  par¬ 
ticular  friend  of  Mr.  Bird  and  ^loore ;  and 
people  that  were  there,  were  crying  out  Bird 
and  Moore. 

There  was  no  flag  there,  was  there  ? 

I  believe  there  was,  but  1  can’t  say;  I 
don’t  know  that  1  saw  any  thing  of  the  kind  ;  I 
go  very  little  into  the  street. 

Are  you  sure  you  did  not  see  it;  it  w'as  w'ith-' 
in  forty  yards  of  your  owm  house  ? 
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I  can’t  say. 

At  no  part  of  the  election  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge^  I  can’t  say  I  did. 

Was  there  any  flag  hung  out  at  your  own 
window  ?  ,  '  ’ 

No. 

Adjourned. 


i:  r 
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Friday y  March  4,  1803. 

Francis  Dickens^  eso. — in  the  Chair. 

Roger  Hill^  called  in  and  szcorn. 

You  have  been  at  Coventry  since  you  were 
examined  here? 

Yes. 

Have  3’ou  had  any  conversation  with  an}^ 
body  respecting  ^miir  evidence  here  ? 

No. 

Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  respect 
to  the  evidence  jmu  are  to  give  now  ? 

YeS;,  Mr.  Mason  told  me  what  I  was  come 
lor ;  I  came  from  Coventry  this  morning. 

JDo^mu  know  Hewett_,  who  keeps  the  Fleur 
de  Lis? 

Yes. 

VYas  you  in  his  house  during  the  election  ? 
^"es. 

Had  you  any  thing  to  eat  and  drink  there?. 
Yes. 

Hid  you  see  anj^  body  else  there  ? 

\es  ;  several  freemen. 

People  that  lived  at  Coventry  ? 

Yes. 

Hid  you  ever  see  Mr.  Perkins  there  ? 

Yes  ;  I  have  seen  him  there. 

Hid  the  other  people  of  Coventiy,  with  vour^ 
■'»clf^  pay  for  what  the)"  had  ? 

No  ;  I  saw  no  monc)"  pass. 

on  Was  never  asked  for  an\"  thing  ? 

No  ;  1  met  Mr.  Perkins  in  tlte  street,  I  said 
.1  should  like  a  sup  oFbeer,  and  he  said  go  to¬ 
ll  ewett’s  house,  and  ^mu  shall  have  some. 

Did  you  go  in  consef|ucnce.  of  that^ 

'i  es;  1  went. 

Hid  you  get  any  beer  ? 
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;  Yes;  two  or  three  pots. 

1  You  went  in,  many  times  ? 

,  I  went  a  many  times. — Ihxciinfiiued 

You  voted  for  IVIr.  Bird  and  Mi.  IVIoore  ? 
Yes. 

I  suppose  the  only  sup  of  licjuo^i  you  diank 

during  the  election,  was  at  Hewett’s 

No.  ^  . 

Which  is  the  best  house  in  Coventry. — Is  the 

Dolphin  the  best  house  ? 

I  never  was  at  the  Dolphin. 

Be  so  good  as  to  name  at  what  house  you 

had  a  sup  of  beer  ?  r  i  j 

I  had  some  at  many  houses. — I  had  some  at 

Mr.  Lindon’s,  the  Robin  Hood. 

You  was  never  at  the  Dolphin  during  the 

election  ? 

You  never  was  at  the  Bird  in  Hand  ? 

Yes  ;  I  was  once  there. 

Watson’s? 

Mr.  AY atson’s.  ' 

'  Did  you  get  a  sup  of  liquor  there  ? 

Yes ;  I  shared  a  tankard  of  ale  ;  there  was 
hut  one,  Mr.  Bird’s  servant  and  myself. 

Who  paid  for  that  ? 

Mr.  Bird’s  servant. 

Had  you  any  more  at  that  house,  in  the 

course  of  the  election  ? 

No;  never  had  but  once. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  Thorps,  in  Spon 

Street  ? 

Yes  ;  I  do.  . 

YYas  you  ever  there  during  the  election  r 

i  don’t  recollect  that  I  was. 

W as  you  or  was  you  not  there  ? 
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The  Butt  and  Anchor  ; 

..Yc-s;  J  was  there.  , 

During  the  election  .? 

Yes. 

How  often  ?. 

I  might  be  there  once  or  twice. 

Had  you  any  liquor  there  ? 

Yes. 

What  liquor  might  you  have  there  ? 

I  shared  two  or  three  quarts  there. 

Whose  friends  were  there  ? 

Mr.  Bird’s  friends. 

It  was  a  house  of  Mr.  Bird’s  and  Mr 
JMoore’s  r 
Yes. 

How  many  might  there  be? 

I  cannot  say  ;  there  were  a  great  quantity  of 
people  there  ;  it  is  a  great  house  for  boat-men. 

Were  there  ’a  number  of  in-voters  there  ^ 
Very  few. 

Very  few^  you  did  sav'?  *  ' 

Yes. 

They  were  drinking  ? 

Yes.  .  _  ^ 

^  ho  paid  foi*  your  hquoi* 

My  brother. 

is  your  brother  a  voter  ? 

No. 

He  took  you  there  I  suppose  ? 

Yes. 

]]ow  often  did  he  take  you  there  r  '  ■ 
Only  that  once. 

Who  took  you  there  the  other  times  = 

IMj'self. 

W  ho  }>ald  for  the  licjiior  there  ‘  . 

Myseli’. 

’1  h.at  YOU  swear  r  ■  .  ^ 


•  ^ 
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Do  you  know  tlie  Black  Jlorse  in  Spon 
Street  ? 

Was  you  tlieueilurlng  the  election  ? 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  was. 

Alderman  Perkins,  when  you  asked  for  a 
drop,  said  you  might  have  it  at  Hewett  s  ? 

Yes. 

Upon  your  oatli,  did  you  not  sec  freemen 
drinking  when  you  were  at  the  Bird  in  Hand, 
and  the  Butt  and  Archer  ?  ^ 

There  might  be^  I  cannot  say. 

Did  you  not  see  tliem  drinking  there  ^ 

Yes  ;  they  were, 

Freemen,  of  the  town  I 

What  liquor  might  you  have,  beer  or  spirits? 

Ale.  ^ 

So  you  know  Mr.  Bird's  house  in  Coventry  I 

Yes. 

Was  you  there  before  you  polled  f 
Yes. 

How  often  was  you  there  beforc^^iip.dUed  c 
Two  or  three  times. 

At  what  time  of  the  day  * 

Twelve  or  one  o’clock. 

Was  you  in  the  house i  ,  . 

■Kr  *’ 

,  les.  *  * 

Did  you  see  any  freemen  there  ? 

Yes  ;  I  saw  some  out-voters  there. 

You  knew  them  to  be  out-voters. 

Yes. 

No  freemen  of  the  town  ^ '  i 

There  might  be  a  few  freemen  .of  the  town. 

’riiere  might  be  ? 

Yes;  there  were  a  fevT  freetjae:<  of  thq 
town. 
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Who  were  the  committee  ? 

I  don’t  know.  . 

Did  von  go  into  any  room  ^ 

Yes. 

Did  you  go  into  any  room  where  gentlemen 
'were  doing  business  } 

No.  .  * 

Did  you  go  into  any  room  where  there  was 
any  thing  to  eat  and  drink  ? 

Yes  ,  there  was  some  bread  and  cheese. 

W  hen  was  you  first  determined  to  vote  for 
^Ir.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore;  was  you  alwa^'s  de¬ 
termined  to  vote  for  them  ? 

i  did  say  I  would  serve  the  corpora¬ 
tion.  ^ 

M  hen  did  you  say  you  would  serve  the  cor¬ 
poration?  . 

Once  or  twice. 

As  often  to  other  pt^ople,  you  said  vou  would 
serve -Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 

Yes;  I  did  after  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jef¬ 
fery  s  came,  but  not  before. 

As  soon  as  they  became  candidates,  you  said* 
you  wmuld  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 
Yes.  .  ^ 

Y  ou  declared  you  would- vote  for  them  ? 

YYs. 

You  had  refused  to  vote  for  Mr.  Barlow  and 
Mr.  Jeffery s? 

1  said  1  would  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
Moore,  ^ 

Yon  say  you  were  not  in  any  room  in  Mr. 
Tiird’s  house,  but  in  the  room  where  there  was 
bread  and  cheese? 

Not  while  there  was  any  business  going  on. 
“1  saw  no  committee,  or  any  thing  of  the 
kind. 

flow  often  might  you  he  there  ?' 
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Once  or  twice.  ^ 

Mimbers.—\oi\  saw  Mr.  J  ^ 

street,  and  you  told  him  you 
glass  of  beer,  and  he  told  yon  you  might  ^ 

to  Hewett’s  ?  ,  ' 

You  w^ent  there  and  had  some  beer  ; 

I  n  what  interest  was  Hewett’s  house  opened 

The  low  party.  .  .  tt 

In  whose  interest  was  the  Bird  in  Hand 

opened  ? 

Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore’s.  ' 

Was  there  any  ’one  with  the  coachman  anc 
you,  when  you  went  into  the  Bird  in  Haml  ; 

AVerc  there  people  in  the  same  room  ; 

You  stated  that  Mr.  Bird’s  coachman  paid 
for  the  liquor  ?  '  ' 

Yes. 

Did  he  pay  for  any  one  except  you  ? 

Not  that  I  saw, 

iVhat  day  did  you  poll  ?  ,  ^ 

On 'Wednesday,  that  the  poll  closed  on  me 

Saturday. 

Wlio  paid  at  the  Robin  Hood  r 

No-bodv.  . 

Did  you  go  in  there  by  yoursolt  t 
The  landlord  called  me  in  several  times  as  I 
had  got  work  upon  my  shoulders,  and  asked 
'me  to  drink. 

Were  there  any  other  persons  there 
Yes  ;  several  drinking. 

Jlid  you  sec  them  pay  any  thing  ? 

D'ld  you  see  Lindon  call  in  any  one  cl^C  ? 
No  ;  only  my  shop-mate. 

'  S  s  e 
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I'l<^r  "Oo  the 

No;  It  was  before  I  had  voted. 

IhiJIaiid 

""*■•  ">“•■ 

f  never  was  at  the  Black  Horse  ;  it  was  be¬ 
fore  went  to  the  Bull  and  Anchor  and  be 
fore  I  wet, t  to  Wr.  BirrI’s  house. 

V  ere  you  m  any  of  thed, oases  opened  in  Mr. 
Bailow  s  interest,  except  Ilewett’s  ' 
i  don’t  think  J  was. 

ter!^‘/‘'.r.T 7'y  opened  in  their  in- 

ttjc.br,  tlicit  ^ou  drank  at  ? 

^  os. 

How  many  did  you  drink  at  in  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  >  nitic.-r. 

-I  drank  in  none  but  two  tiiat  I  know  of  -  the 
Ih-int’s"""' 

l'leurd/‘i’'t‘'r’r  ottl'e 

i  it  nr  (it  Lii>,  bek)re  you  went  there  ? 
t  es. 

'1  hen  how  eame  you  to  go  there  r 
J  knew  It  was  the  corjforation  interest 
How  eatne  you  to  go  there,  when  vou  was 
Riti.u'hed  to  tiie  oppiositc  })artvi‘ 

Arit'c.'"'  ^  "*’"“’<1 

ion  told  ns  upon  yonr  cross-examination 
that  yon  bad  made  np  yonr  mind,  as  soon  as 
ton  knew-  that  .Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeil'em 
were  eaiuhdates  r  ' 

(  don’t  know  that  {  said  .so. 

Ves,  you  di<l.-_H„w  came  you  to  tjo  aiuf 
drmk  at  tbc  expenoe  of  the  enemy  .J  ° 

Bn-hard  Matson  was  continually  after  me  to 
g,o  tg  tJic  ricur  (It-  Lis. 


■  ( 


ROGER  IIILL^S  EX  AMIN  AtlON.  40^ 

Had  you  ever  been  at  the  bleur  de  Lis  be¬ 
fore  you  saw  Mr.  Perkins  ? 

.  Yes. 

Then  you  knew  you  could  not  go  tbeie 
without  his  direction,  or  bis  permission  ? 

Yes;  I  had  been  there  before. 

Was  permission  necessary,  as  you  had  been 
there  once,  to  go  again  .?  ■ 

Yes.  ‘  ^  . 

At  the  time  you  went  by  permission  from 
Mr.  Perkins,  had  you  .  resolved  to^  poU  for 
them  ? 

Is  o. 

Hid  you  tell  them  you  had  permission  from 

Mr.  Perkins?  '  ^ 

I  told  them  I  had,  seen  Mr.  Perkins  in  .the 
street,  and  he  said  I  might  have  some  beer.  / 
You  took  no  letter  or  order  ? 


No.  ^ 

Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Perkins  at  the  Pleur 

de  Lis  ?  ^ 

Several  times.  .  .  -  ' 

Hid  you  ever  see  him  pay  .money  there  ?  . 

No.  .  .  . . 

When  you  met  Mr.  Perkins  in  the  street, 

was  it  during  the  poll  .. ,  .  ^ 

■  ‘  No;  it 'was  during  the  election,  while  the 

canvass  was..  .  ,  , 

'  Was  it  after  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys 
were  declared,  candidates  ?  .  ,  ,  •  . 

It'was  somewhere  about  that  time.  .  . 

Was  it  before  or  after? 

It  was  afterwards.  ;  : 

How  many  days  before  the  poll  ? 

J  cannot  tell.  ; 

'Was  it  a  week  ^ 

Yes,  1  thijik  it  was. 

AVas  it  a  fortnight  ? 
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T  flon’t  think  it  was  so  much;  it  was  about  a 
v  eck  betore  the  poll. 

When  were  Mr,  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeffervs 
(lecJarccl  eaiuhdatcs?  -  , 

►Somewhere  thereabouts. 

Do  ymi  say  tliat  you  know  Mr.  Barlow  and 
Ml.  .Ictlcrys  nere  declared  candidates  a  week 
betore  the  begiiiiiiug  of  the  poll? 

f  eauiiot  say  that  they  were. 

Do  you  know  that  they  were  not? 

No. 

Bo  you  know  any  tiling  about  it? 

No. 

Then  why  did  you  say  it  was  after  Mr.  Bar- 
low  and  Mr..lcflerys  were  declared  candidates 
when  now  you  say  you  do  not  know  whether 
It  was  so  or  not? 

It  w_as  some  time  then  about.  I  know  as 
they  then  went  to  Mr.  Barlow  to  Mve  their 
\otc  s  on  tlie  Sunday  at  the  barracks. 

To  promise  their  votes? 

^  es. 

E-That  is  not  a  week  before  the  commenec- 
merit  ol  the  poll? 

I  <  aniiot  speak  to  a  day,  I  think  it  was  about 
a  week. 

\\  liat  do  you  call  about  a  week,  six  days  or 
'three  days  ?  *' 

Six  ilays  is  about  a  week. 

VVhat  induced  yen  to  alter  vour  mind;  von 
said  you  at  one  tune  intended'  to  vote  for 'the 
eoiporation  ;  had  any  temptation  been  held 

out  to  von  to  induce  yon  to  alter  that  detcriui- 
nation  r 

Noy  I  bad  not. 

1  whv  did  you  change  vrnr  mind? 
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l^cctiuse  I  liked  Mr.  Kird  <ind  iNIr.  Moore 
Letter  than  I  did  the  other  gentlemen.  I 
thought  they  were  the  most  proper  gentlemen, 
Bift  before  they  came,  your  intention  was  to 
have  obliged  the  corporation  ? 

Yes. 

■\\his  you  at  the  Fleur  de  Lis  during  the 
poll  ? 

No. 

How  long  before  the  poll.^  • 

I  believe  !  was  there  the  Sunday  before  the 

the  poll.  '  .  • 

Did  you  swear  or  not  it  was  the  Sunday  be¬ 
fore  the  polli 

It  was  the  Sunday  before  the  poll. 

You  swear  that  positively  ? 

Yes.  ’  , 

AVas  it  during  the  poll  that  you  were  at  the 

Alird  in  Hand  i* 

Y  es. 

And  the  Five  Houses  ? 

It  was  not  during  the  poll  that  I  was  at  Mr. 
Bantus,  the  Bull  and  Anchor.  That  was  before 
poll. 

Yon  stated  you  saw  Mr.  Perkins  at  the  Fleur 
de  Lis  ^ 

Yes,  several  times.' 

Did  you  see  him  giving  any  orders  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  victuals  or  drink  ? 

'  No,  I  did  not. 

AYas  he  sitting  at  the  head  of  the  table  ? 

•  No. 

.  .  Witness  ordered  to  withdraw.  . 

Joseph  Parks,  called  in  and  sworn. 

AATiat  arc  you  J  - 
A  wheelwright  and  coaclimakcr. 
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Live  where  ? 

At  Coventry.  *  -  . 

Who  did  you  vote  for  at  the  last  election  ? 
For  Mr.  Jefferys  and  Mr.  Barlow. 

Do  you  recollect  going  to  Watts^  at  the  Red 
Lion  during  the  poll  ? 

A  es. 

How  often  might  you  be  there? 

I  might  be  there  as  many  as  four  times. 

M^ere  other  Freemen  the^  e  at  the  same  time  ? 
"■•Yes. 

Freemen  living  at  Coventry  ? 

'I’ll ere  were. 

What  did  you  do  there  ? 

,  Eat  and  drink. — I  supped  tbeiN^  tW'o  niMits- 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  * 

When  you  supped  there^  did  jmu  or  the 
other  Freemen  pay  fot  your  supper  ? 

I  paid  for  none,  and  saw  none  paid  for. 

How  many  Freemen  were  there  the  nijrht 
you  supped  ?  * 

I  ^^d  not  take  notice  how  many  there  were  * 
there  was  a  goodish  many.  ^ere  , 

Do  you  know  Alderman  Butterworth  ^ 

•  Yes. 

Do  you  know  what  ward  he  is  Alderman  of 
He  is  Alderman  of  that  ward. 

Did  you  see  him  there  ?. 

He  was  there  one  night  a  little  while.  I 
don’t  recollect  that  he  was  at  supper  there  but 
he  was  drinking  a  little  ale.  « 

What  did  he  do  while  he  was  there  ? 

He  drank  a  little  ale,  and  he  gave  a  toast 
Ikdbre  or  after  supper  ? 

^  don  t  recollect.— -t  think  it  was  not  that 
niglit  tJiat  there  was  a  supper. 

How  long  did  he  stav  ? 
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To  the  best  of  my  recollection  about  half  an 
hour. 

During  the  poll  or  before  it  began  ? 

.  During  the  election. 

as  it  after  the  poll  began  or  not  ? 

I  really  believe  it  was. 

Was  it  after  Mr.  Jeffery s  and  Mr.  Barlow 
came  to  Coventry  ? 

^"es. 


Are  von  sure  of  that  ? 

f  * 

I  am  quite  certain  of  it.  I  never  stopped 
there  long  mvselb  1  always  went  home  by  ten 
oVlock. 

Did  he  sit  down  along  with  the  Freemen 
and  some  of  tfie  company? 

lie  sat  down  at  one  end  of  the  table;  they 
all  sat  round  the  table. 

Did  they’? 

Yes  they  sat  round  the  table  drinking. 

And  he  sat  with  them? 

Yes;  and  gave  a  toast. 

Did  he  pay  for  what  he  had? 

’  I  did  not  see  any  money  pass. 

Do  you  recollect  what  the  toast  was  that  he 
gave  ? 

May  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  ever  want 


a  guinea. 

Did  you  hear  him  while  you  was  there,  giv¬ 
ing  any  directions  to  the  peojile  of  the  house,  of 
any  sort  ^ 


Ao. 

WY're  you  at  King’s 
election  ? 

1  have  called  there, 

'What  sign  is  it? 

It  is  the  Talbot;  I 
there;  1  think  it  was 
fiicuds. 


public  house  during  the 


think,  now,  it  was  not 
ill  writing  the  King’g 
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What  ward  is  that? 

th^-^^^  I  frequently  called  m 

-Did  \ou  see  Fieeinen  there  driiikintr  durhiij 
the  election?  ^  ® 

les,  I  have  seen  them  some  few,  three  or 
tour,  but  I  never  stopped  there  many  times. 
iJid  you  ever  stop  there  to  drink  yourself? 

Bid  you  pay  for  what  you  had  while  'voii 
atopped  there? 

'1  suppose  I  drank  about  two  pints  that  I  did 
not  pay  for. 

Was  you  at  the  Bear  ? 

Kever,  all  the  election. 

^^V^as  you  at  the  King's  Head  duriiu’*  the 
election  ?  ^ 

f  was  frequentT}^  there,  because  I  do  a 
great  deal  for  the  liouse. 

Bid  you  ever  drink  there  ? 

No  ;  I  never  saw  any  body  drink. 
Fxamined.— You  was  at  the  King's  friends 
and  for  old  acquaintance  and  kindness  he  ‘^  ave 
•yoma  couple  of  pints  of  beer?  "" 

Yes. 

■  ^  ou  never  saw  any  eating  there  ? 
iSo. 

Thomas  Anstey,  called  in  and  szcorn^ 

Vou  live  at  Coventry  ? 

Yes. 

Bo  you  know  Mr.  Squires  ? 
es. 

tl,  .V<>"  remember  being  at  bis  bou^e  clurmg 
the  time  of  tile  polling,  at  the  last  election  ?  ^ 

'  Yes. 

Wlien  was  you  ;  who  wdth  f 


I 
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I  was  there  on  the  Saturday,  after  the  poll 
began. 

Who  was  with  you  there  ? 

I  went  with  a  person  of  the  name  of  Morris 
Walker,  an  out-voter;  he  came  from  Ban¬ 
bury,  in  Oxfordshire,  or  somewhere  there. 

Bid  you  ever  see  Mr.  Mullis,  the  mayor, 
there  ? 

Yes. 

Was  he  there  when  he  went  out  that  night  r 

That  morning  he  wAs  there. 

W  as  there  any  freemen  of  Coventry  there ? 

Yes ;  there  were  a  great  number  of  the  free¬ 
men  there. 

Plow  many  do  you  think  altogether  ? 

I  cannot  tell  whether  they  were  all  free 
men  . 

Plow  many  were  there  altogether  f 

r  suppose  about  thirty. 

IIow  many  people  of  Coventry  that  you 
knew? 

Three  or  four,  that  T  knew  very  well. 

Plow  were  they  employed  ;  did  you  see  any 
of  them  eating  and  drinking? 

I  had  some  bread  and  cheese,  and  ale,  with 
them  myself. 

Bid  aqy  thing  pass  between  you  and  Mr. 
Mullis? 

Yes  ;  he  asked  me  to  fetch  Samuel  King,  a 
town-voter.  I  fetched  him,  and  1  called  at 
the  mayor’s  house  as  I  came  by,  to  let  him 
know  that  I  had  brought  the  person  ;  he  called 
him. out,  but  wliat  passed  between  them,  I 
don’t  know. 

By  the  time  you  had  got  King',  and  got  to 
Mr.  MuJIia’s  house,  he  was  at  home 
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\  es ;  [  told  him  King  was  gone  up  to  the 
Ciane  j  he  came  to  the  Crane,  and  King  was 
theie,  Mr.  Mullis  took  him  out,  what  passed 
I  cannot  tell.  1  saw  them  afterwards  at  the 
Crane,  there  was  a  dinner  provided,  and  the 
mayor  asked  King  to  partake  of  it. 

Did  he  ask  any  body  else  f 

I  vvent  myselt. — He  said  to  King  take  your 
friends  in  with  you. 

Did  he  mean  you  that  he  was  to  take  in  ? 

1  do  not  know  whether  he  thought  1  was  a 
ireeman,  or  not. — I  am  not. 

Did  you  dine  ? 

Yes. 

How  raan}^  w'erc  there  ? 

Only  three  or  four  freemen,  that  I  know. 

lell  us  the  names  of  any  that  you  know  ? 

Morns  AVa  ker,  John  Chestm,  James  Par- 
sons,  who  IS  here  now. 

Do  you  recollect  a  man  of  fhe  name  of 
1  nomas  Hovvard.^ 

\es;  hewas  a  waiter  there,  and  1  believe 
he  dined  as  well  as  the  rest. 

How  long  tlid  you  stay  there  after  dinner? 

1  believe  three  or  four  hours. 

\V  as  Mr.  Mullis  in  the  house  at  the  tirae^ 

No;  1  did  not  see  him  after.  -He  did  not 
come  into  the  room  w  here  w’e  dined. 

He  did  not  dine  with  you  ? 

Ko. 


Had  you  any  thing  to  drink  after  dinner  ? 
Yes;  as  much  liquor  as  we  pleased;  rum 
rum  and  w’ater,  what  the  freemen  pleased  to 
call  for  ;  any  thing  the  house  afforded. 

After  these  three  or  four  hour’s  entertutur, 

ment,  was  there  a  bill  called  ? 

I  did  not  see  any  thing  of  the  kind.— Th^ie 
might  t)c^  unknown  to  me. 
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W^as  you  asked  for  any  thing  ? 

No. 

Did  any  body  go  away  with  you  ? 

No  ; .  1  left  King  there,  1  went  away  by  my¬ 
self.  - 

J)id  some  part  of  the  company  stay  after 
you? 

Yes;  I  only  staid  three  or  four  hours. 

Was  you  there  afterwards  or  any  other  day? 

Yes;  but  there  was  nothing  on  any  conse¬ 
quence  tliat  I  saw  after  that  day. 

You  did  not  dine  there? 

No;  I  did  go  into  the  house,  but  did  not  stop 
any  time. 

v' 

"  When  did  King  poll ;  that  day  ? 

I  cannot  sav. 

J)id  King  poll  the  day  of  the  dinner? 

I  tliink  he  did  not,  I  will  not  be  sure. 

If  I  understand  you  right,  you  say  you  came 
to  the  Crane  wdth  Walker?, 

Yes. 


Walker  wtis  your  friend? 

Yes. 

Yl  r.  Mull’s  desired  you  to  fetch  this  Kinp-.^ 

-  ■  •  o 

>  OS. 

You  .went  with  King;  merely  because  you 
yeiif  a-ii  inhiiAiiitant  of  Coventry?  . 


Yf  s. 


AYhai  liad  you  to  do  witli  King,  because  you 
say  Mr.  Mullis  desired  King  to  tal  e  you,' his 
friend,. in  lo, /liner 

1  si.i|)posc  he  iliougbt  I  was  his  friend, 
fn  short  yog  went  in  to  dine  with  King? 
^'es.  i 

itccollect;  you  are  sure  this  y  as  the  third 
day  of  the  poll  ? 

Qjdtc  sure,  ,  ,  ,  , 

Hecollect  yourself^  .  • 


T  t 


I  do  recollect  that  was  the  day  I  dined  there. 

A^hth  thirty  people  r 

I  suppose  so. 

A  regular  dinner,  joints  of  meat  that  da^', 
not  brandy  and  water — all  those  thinns.^ 

Yes. 

Wh  at  hour  did  you  dine  ? 

I  cannot  tell;  I  think  about  two  o’clock. 

The  poll  was  going  on  all  this  time  ^ 

I  cannot  tell. 

Do  you  know  the  poll  never  closed  till  six 
o’clock 

I  suppose  it  might. 

^  Are  you  not  speaking  of  that  treat  that  was 
given  by  either  the  Corporation  or  the  Draper’s 
company  before  the  election  ^ 

I  do  not  say  whose  treat  it  was,  for  I  cannot 
give  any  account. 

1  ask  you  whether  they  were  not  treats  given, 
at  different  public  houses  on  that  same  day, 
whatever  the  day  was,  have  you  not  heard  of  it .? 

^  1  don  tknow  ;  [  never  was  at  the  treat. 

You  are  an  inhabitant  of  Coventry. — Task 
you  from  the  report  of  the  town  on  that  day  or 
about  that  time,  did  you  not  hear  that  treats 
w^ere  given  at  different  houses  upon  that  dav  .? 

ISo  ;  I  did  not. 

You  did  not  know  that  anv  where  ^ 

No,  I  did  not  know^  of  any,  because  I  was 
not  at  any  ;  I  never  enquired  about  it. 

Have  you  not  heard,  and  did  you  not  know 
that  other  Freemen  and  persons  beside  your¬ 
self  had  been  feasted  in  different  parts  of  the 
town  ? 

No,  I  have  not  heard  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Have  you  not  heard  since,  that  on  that  day 
different  assemblies  of  Freemen  dined  at  other 
public  houses.^ 
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Yes,  [  have  heard  so;  but  I  did  not  see  it. 

I  can  only  tell  from  public  hearsay. 

But  you  have  heard  so  ^ 

I  iieard  so  from  didereiit  persons,  that  there 
were  treats. 

\Yas  Cmptain  Barlow  there,  at  that  time  ? 

No. 

Did  you  liear  any  mention  of  Captain  Bar- 
low  at  that  time 

N  o. 

Had  von  never  heard  of  his  name  at  that 

«/ 

lime  I 

No,  [  never  heard  any  thing  of  Captain  Bars 
low. —  I  do  not  recollect  hearing  his  name  ai 
tenvards. 

After  he  became  a  candidate,  you  heard  his 
name  mentioned 

1  heard  his  name  mentioned  when  he  first 
came  into  town. 

But  you  had  not  heard  his  name  mentioned, 
at  the  time  you  sent  down  to  this  dinner  ? 

I  never  heard  his  name  mentioned  in  the 
house. 

Had  you  ever  heard  his  name  mentioned,  be¬ 
fore  the  time  you  sat  down  to  this  dinner 

No  ;  1  believe  I  did  not. 

On  the  day  of  the  dinner,  are  you  sure  you 
knew  what  day  that  was  .? 

It  was  the  Saturday,  as  the  poll  began  on 

the  Thursday. 

You  say  it  was  a  general  hear-say,  that  on 
he  clay  on  which  you  dined,  their  other  treats 
were  given  at  other  houses  .? 

I  did  hear  so. 

You  have  also  said  before  this  day,  you  had 
not  heard  of  the  name  of  Captain  Barlow  ? 

f  did  not  hear  Ids  name  mentioned  in  that 
day  ;  1  will  not  be  certain. 

T  t  2 
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You  say  you  remember  hearing  his  name^as 
soon  as  he  came  into  the  town  ? 

Yes. 

\  ou  had  not  heard  of  it  then^  upon  vour 
oath,  belbie  you  sat  yourself  down  to  that  din- 
nei  ;  had  you  heard  of  Captain  13arlow’s  name 
any  where  ? 

Yes. 

liie  v/itnesses  examination  read  overdo  him 

Witness,  it  is  a  mistake,  i  thought  you  meant 
whether  I  had  heard  iiis  name  mentioned 
in  the  house  1  had  heard  of  it  before. — [  could 
not  help  hearing  it  when  the  candidate  came 
into  the  town. 

^  Notv  I  will  take  it  the  other  way.— Then  you 
swear  upon  your  oath,  Mr.  Barlow  was  a  can¬ 
didate  before  the  day  that  you  dined  at  the 
Crane.? 

Yes  ;  I  did  hear  of  it. 

You  did  hear  of  it  before  the  day  that  Mr. 
Mullis  sent  (or  King,  and  that  you  dined  with 
thirty  people  at  the  Crane  .? 

Yes. 

Then  did  you  upon  your  oath,  know  before 
you  dined  tnat  day  that  Captain  Barlow  was 
a  candidate  for  the  city  of  Coventry,?  > 

Yes.  •  ' 


Yon  swear  that  ? 

Yes. 

'Puke  care  wliat  you  are  about,  you  are  upon 
vour  oath  r  ^ 

1  am  sensible  of  tluiK 

You  know  Kirm-  ? 

Yes. 

Tlien  you  know  that  King  was  one  of  the 
most  determmed  friends  that  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
IVlooie  could  have,  did  you  not? 

No  ;  1  did  not  know  which  way  he  was  de¬ 
termined . 
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Had  you  never  heard  him  decdare  himself? 
INo  ;  1  cannot  recollect  that  I  did. 

Will  yon  try  to  recollect  whether  you  ever 
heard  King  declare  for  whom  he  intended  to 
vote  ? 

1  cannot  say  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Then  you  did  not  know  on  whicii  side  Kina: 

4/  •  ‘  V 

meant  to  vote  ? 
hso  ;  [  did  not. 

At  this  dinner,  was  not  meat  in  abundance  ? 
Yes  ;  there  was  abundarrce  of  joints. 
Mention  what  joints  thpy  were  ? 

A  hot  IcGf  of  mutton. 

What  else  did  you  see  upon  the  table  ? 

I  did  not  take  particular;  notice. 

What  number  of  joints  were  there  ;  did  the' 
table  smoke  with  joints  ? 

There  were  a  number. 

How  many  out-votes  were  there  ? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Upon  your  oath  y/as  there  one;  and  name 
him  ? 

All  that  I  knew  of  an  out-voter,  was  this 
Morriee  Walker. 

So  that  of  the  thirty,  those  that  were  free¬ 
men  were  all  notoriously  resident  freemen  of 
Coventry  ;  you  know  them  to  be  so  ? 

No;  I  do  not  say  they  all  were. 

/  v' 

How  many  may  there  be  ? 

There  were  three  or  four,  that  I  knew. 

You  dined  at  two  o’clock,  and  sat  several 
hours  after  wait!  s. 

Yes. 

YVhis  any  account  of  the  poll  brought  in  ? 
Not  that  I  recollect. 

Was  there  no  talk  about  the  poll  ? 

Yes ;  they  w^ere  .talking  about  the  p6l];  but 

T  t  3 
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1  did  not  listen  to  it. — I  cannot  give  any  ac¬ 
count  of  it. 

.Did  any  body  go  out  to  poll  by  accident  dur- 
ing  the  dinner 

i  don’t  recollect  that  anybody  did. 

Did  you  hear  the  numbers  of  the  poll  during 
that  day  .?  ^  ^ 

No  ;  I  did  not. 

Did  you  leave  any  body  drinking  there  .? 

^  cs  ;  1  left  a  great  number  there,  when  I 
came  away. 

You  left  people  drinking  there 

Yes. 

Publicly.? 

Y^es. 

It  must  be  known  to  every  body  in  the 
street  thereabout,  that  this  feast  was  going  on  ? 

^  it  might.— I  cannot  tell. 

Was  the  door  locked  ;  w^as  there  any  con¬ 
cealment  of  it .? 

No. 

^oors  were  opcn^  any  body  might  come 

Y  es. 

Was  there  any  huzzaing,  or  any  toasts 
drank 

Not  while  I  was  there. 

No  toasts  : 

No. 

Not  the  King’s  health  .? 

Not  any  that  1  recollect. 

Not  jn’os[)crity  to  the  corporation  .? 

I  cannot  recollect  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

No  drapers  company^  or  any  thing  of  that 
sort .? 

I  do  not  recollect' 

Ufion  your  oath  do  you  mean  to  sav,  you 
don’t  re(‘o|]ect  what  passed  after  dinner  ?  ^ 
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I  do  not.  >  ' 

Do  you  know  wliat  toast  means  :  I  do  not 
mean  toast  and  ale,  I  mean  when  a  man  gives 
the  health  ol’any  borly  ;  was  any  thing  of  that 
kind  done  after  dinner  ? 

I  did  not  hear  any  thing  of  the  kind  ;  I  did 
not  pay  attention?  , 

Then  you  have  totally  forgot  all  that  passed 
after  dinner  ? 

I  can’t  recollect,  I  find  myself  at  a  loss. — I 
do  not  recollect  all  that  passed  after  dinner. 

Was  Mr.  Jefferys  there  himself? 

I  e’annot  recollect  whether  he  was  there  or 

not. _ I  do  not  think  I  saw  Mr.  Jefferys  there 

that  day. 

■  Who  did  you  see,  did  you  see  any  waiter .? 

Yes^  one  Mr.  Anglis,  waited. 

Mr.  Mullis  did  not  dine.  .  . 

No. 

Was  he  in  the  room  when  the  dinner  was 
served  ? 

I  did  not  see  him. 

II  e  se  n t  yon  fo r  K i  n  g  ? 

Yes^  and  then  he  said  to  King  take  your 
friend  in  to  dine  with  you. 

And  you  saw  no  more  of  Mr.  Mullis  ? 

No. 

You  talked  about  out-voters,  were  there  any 
ont-v(Uers  there  on  this  day  ? 

Only  this  one,  Morrice  Walker  that  I  knew 

Where  did  he  come  from  ?' 

He  came  from  Banbury  in  Oxfordshire. 

How  far  is  tliat  from  Coventry  ? 

About  twenty-six  miles. 

Did  you  hear  from  the  conversation,  that 
there  were  any  other  out-voters  ? 

No. 

You  was  asked  about  treats  the  same  day. — 


-1  lie  ai  d 
treat  at 


420  THOMAS  ANSTEy’s  EXAMINATION. 

I  mean  to  ask  yuu,  if  there  were  dimers  given 
the  sail! e  day  f  ^ 

1  did  H'jt  h(*ar  of  any. 

hat  sort  of  treats  do  you  mean  ? 

I  don’t  know'  what  sort  of  treats.— 
there  was  a  treat  at  one  house  and  a 
the  other. 

Do  you  mean  that  there  w'ere  dinners  ^ 

JN'o. 

M  hat  do  you  mean  then  hv  treats  ? 

I  suppose  they  meant  ale,  or  liquor,  or  vic¬ 
tuals,  without  paying  for  it.— If  a  person  <roes 
tor  drink  or  liquor,  or  vietuaLs,  or  what  not, 

and  they  did  not  pay  for  it,  that  is  what  I  call 
a  treat. 

Is  that  what  you  mean  by  a  treat,  or  do 
you  mean  a  dinner.? 

That  is  the  same. 

Members.— Vpon  the  oath  you  have  taken 
we  are  to  tinderstand  that  the  piirtv  of  ihirtv 
people  tlial  sat  down  at  tile  dinner, "thev  were 
the  only  people  you  saw  in  and  out  of  the' house 
that  day.? 

Thei-e  were  several  more  people  haekwards 
and  forwards  in  the  kitchen. — I  saw  no  more  in 
the  room,  but  those  that  sat  down  at  tlie  dinner 
1  believe  they  did  not  admit  any  body  else  into 

the  room,  I  can’t  tell  exactly  wdio  went  in  or 
'whowxmtout.  ■’ 

What  description  of  people  went  backwards 
and  forwards  in  rhe.kitchen  ? 

I  do  not  know  wiieihcr  they  were  customers 
or  not.  .  ‘ 

If  you  was  in  the  room  at  the  dinner,  how 

came  you  to  see  them  going  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  .? 

The  door  was  wide  open,  I  could  see  them. 
About  three  weeks  before  the  elecdojic  do 
you  lecollect  any  treat  being  given 
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I  have  heard  talk  of  a  treat  being  giveii^  bu^ 

1  cannot  give  any  account  about  it. 

Do  von  know  when  Morris  Walker  came  in- 
to  Coventry  ? 

'So,  he  did  not  tell  me  ;  and  I  did  not  ask 
him: 

Had  he  been  in  Coventry  some  time  ? 

I  do  not  know. 

To  your  own  knowledge^  had  he  just  ar¬ 
rived  ? 

I  don’t  know  how  long  he  had  been  in 
town.  , 

What  are  you  ? 

’  A  plush  weaver. 

Do  you  follow  your  business  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  live  by  your  business  only  ^ 

Yes. 

Do  you  run 'of  errands  for  people,  and  arc 
paid  for  it  ? 

No  ;  I  work  at  my  business. - 

How  came  Mr.  Mull  is  to  sencl  you  for 
King. 

1  do  not  know. 

You  are  not  a  freeman  ? 

No.  ' 

Th  ose  freemen  at  the  dinner,  in  whose  in¬ 
terest  were  they. — For  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 
Moore,  or  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys .' 

I  should  suppose  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jef¬ 
ferys. 

How  do  you  know  ^ 

1  cannot  tell  that ;  I  saw  them  polling. — I 
heard  that  that  was  the  house  in  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys. 

Did  you  hear  any  of  tliem  say  they  meant 
to  poll  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jelferys? 

1  did  not  hear  them  say  any  thing  about 
their  going  out  to  poll  ? 
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Hoh  do.yoii  know  that  this  house  was  in  the 
Intel est  oi  jVIr.  l:>ai'low  and  iVir.  Jeffery s  ? 
i  heard  so  before  .1  went  in. 

Did  you  hear  them  drink  anv  healths  t 
]No. 

Wlien  yon  was  in  the  house,  did  yon  hear 
the  names  ot  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeiferys 
meiuioned,  recollect  yourself.? 

I  cannot  say.— I  think  I  did  not  hear  their 
names  mentioned. 

In  what  w  ard  is  the  public  house  .? 

^ti'eet;  and  1  suppose  it  is  in 
Bishop  Street  Ward. 

Were  these  people  inhabitats  of  that  Ward  ? 

1  cannot  sav. 

wlfker  out-voter,  Morrice 

Yes.'  ’ 

there  was  no  other  out-voters 

there.? 

l  am  not  certain.— I  cannot  tell. 

INow,  I  ask  you,  how  many  of  the  compa¬ 
ny  who  sat  down  at  the  dinner,  how  many  did 
youknow.— I  believe  you  said  three  or  tour 
1  can  mention  these  three  or  four. 

By  virtue  of  the  oath,  do  you  take  upon  you 
to  sf^,  you  did  not  personally  know  more  tLn 

ie  diniier?'' 

There  were  several  tliat  if,  I  had  called  to 
niind,  1  might  have  known  ;  hut  it  is  so  lono- 
since,  I  cannot  recollect  any  thing  particular 
about  It,  only  this  particular  acquaintance 
It  you  do  not  recollect  the  names  of  more 
than  tour,  how  came  your  recollection  to  be 

S°afu°rday  ?  the  precise  day. — It  was 

Because  it  was  very  remarkable  :  -I  went 
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out  of  town  on  the  Sunday  morning,  part  of  the 
wav  with  Walker  ? 

Wl)  en  did  Morrice  Walker  poll  ? 

The  second  day. 

By  virtue  of  your  oath,  will  you  swear  you 
did  not  know  more  than  three  or  four  of  the 
company? 

I  do  not  know  that  I  did,  I  cannot  say  that  I 
know  any  more. 

Do  you  know  Barton  the  inn-keeper,  of  Co¬ 
ve  ntrv? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Watts  the  inn-keeper,  of 
Coventry,  who  keeps  the  Red  Lion? 

I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  saw  the  man  in  my 
life,  although  I  have  lived  so  long  in  Coventry, 

Did  you  ever  heai  of  a  treat  given  by  Mr. 
Barton  or  Mr.  W atts,  to  the  freemen  of  Coven- 
try  ? 

I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Then  you  did  not  hear  of  it  ? 

No;  not  at  the  time  of  the  election. 

Did  you  hear  of  a  treat  before  the  election  ? 

No  ;  1  do  not  know  any  thing  at  all  about 
that. 

How  long  were  you  in  Coventry  before  the 
election  ? 

I  served  my  time  in  Coventry. 

AV^as  you  in  Coventry  for  a  whole  year  pre¬ 
ceding  the  election  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  treat  given  by  the 
draper’s  company,  before  the  election  ? 

I  did  not  hear  any  thing  about  it. 

Did  you  or  not,  ever  hear  of  any  treat  given 
by  the  cor[)oration  before  the  election  ? 

Jt  has  been  talked  of  publicly  in  the  town. 

You  have  said  you  heard  of  a  treat  that  wag 
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talked  of  publicly  in' the  town.-^Was  the  treat 
given  by  the  corporation  on  the  same  day,  or 
at  the  same  time  with  this  dinner  at  the  Crane  ? 

1  do  not  know. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  treat  given  bv  the 
drapers  company  ? 

It  has  been  talked  of. 

Was  it  at  the  same  time  with  the  dinner  at 
the  Crane,  that  you  were  at .? 

I  have  heard  it  talked  of  before.  ' 

How  long  before  ? 

I  cannot  tell  exactly. 

Was  it  a  week  before,  or  a  day  before,  or  a 

It  inust  be  a  week  before,  I  think. 

What  street  do  you  live  in  in  Coventry  !  ' 

lived  at  Mill  Lane,  at  the  time  of  the  elec¬ 
tion. 

Is  that  near  where  Mr.  Barton  lives  ? 

No. 


Is  that  near  where  Mr.  Watts  lives  ? 

No  ;  It  is  quite  a  different  part  of  the  town. 

^  Lhd  any  of  the  company  go  out  of  the  house 
in  Older  to  vote,  while  you  were  at  the  dinner  ? 
JNo. 

Djd  any  message  come  to  the  gentlemen 
from  the  booth.?  ° 

I  fid  not  hear  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

K,rl  them  give  success  to 

Lai  low  and  Jefferys 

I  did  not  hear  any  toasts. 

Do  you  recollect  what  the  conversation  was 
about  that  day  ?  n>\ab 

No;  I  cannot  give  any  account  about  it. 

VV  ere  you  at  all  in  liquor  that  day  ? 

Toil  ^  ^  recollect  just  what  I  tell 

%/ 

Was  you  drunk  or  sober  that  dav  .? 
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I  cannot  say  I  was  quite  sober  ;  I  was  not 
clrunk_,  nor  1  was  not  sober. 

Were  there  any  drunken  men  in  coinnanv 
that  day  ?  ^  ^ 

I  suppose  there  were  a  great  many.  . 

How  many  ? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Was  the  majority  of  the  company  drunk 
that  day  ? 

I  cannot  tell ;  there  were  plenty  of  liquors 
for  all  that  had  a  mind. 

Were  there  a  number  of  drunken  men  ? 

I  don’t  wish  to  say  any  thing  about  it. 

But  you  must  tell  the  whole  truth. — Were 
there  many  drunken  men  there  that  day,  or 
not 

There  were  many  of  them  drunk;  I  do  not 
wish  to  mention  any  thing  more  about  it. 

Who  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table  that  day  ? 

I  cannot  tell  ? 

Who  had  the  direction  and  management  of 
the  entertainment  ? 

Mr.  Angliss,  I  believe  was  waiter. 

Who  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table  i 
I  did  not  take  that  notice. 

Where  did  you  sit  ? 

I  sat  about  the  second  or  third  from  the  foot 
of  the  table. 

Do  you  know  who  sat  at  the  foot  of  the  ta¬ 
ble  ? 

There  was  Mr.  W^alker  and  me,  and  - _ 

Parsons  ;  I  believe  Mr.  Howard  took  his  din¬ 
ner,  but  he  waited  iipSon  the  freemen. 

Had  you  been  drinking  in  the  morning  pre¬ 
vious  to  going  to  the  Crane  ? 

t;  u 
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ISo;  I  believe  I  had  not  had  above  a  pint  of 
ale  with  that  out-voter,  that  came  down  to  see 
me ;  ,  he  was  apprenticed,  to  my  father. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  know  at  whose  ex¬ 
pence  you  dined  that  day  I 

I  cannot  give  any  account;  I  did  not  see 
any  money  pass. 

Question  repeated. 

Mr.  Mullis  told  Mr.  King  and  me,  to  go  in, 
he  said  it  should  not  cost  us  any  thing. 

Did  you  understand  that  Mr.  Mullis  was  to 
pay  for  the  dinner  ^ 

1  cannot  tell ;  he  did  not  say  he  should  pay 
for  the  dinner. 

Who  keeps  the  Crane  .- 

Mr.  Squires. 

Was  it  not  as  well  known  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try  by  the  common  inhabitants  that  were  not 
free,  ashy  the  freemen,  at  the  time  when  the 
treats  were  given  by  Mr.  Bird’s  party,  and  by 
Mr.  Jefferys  party,  previous  to  the  election^ 
Was  it  not  as  well  known,  as  that  there  was 
a  manufactory  of  ribbons,  or  a  churCh  in  the 
place 

I  don’t  know  any  thing  about  it. 

Don’t  you  know  that  it  was  jierfectly  well 
known  all  over  Coventry,  as  well  as  if  it  had 
been  done  by  ring  of  bell,  tliat  treats  were 
given  by  Mr.  Bird’s,  and  Mr.  Barlow’s  friends 

I  don’t  know  any  thing  about  it;  they  might 
be,  unknown  to  me. 

Was  you  yourself  present  at  any  other  treat, 
during  the  election,  than  this  ? 

No  ;  no  other  treat. 

You  are  sure  of  that? 

Not  at  the  time  of  the  poll. 

Then  this  being  the  only  treat  that  you  was 
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at  during  the  time  of  the  poll^  were  therC;,  or 
not,  any  toasts  drank  ? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Then  von  mean  to  sav,  thatbein2;at  a  table, 
with  only  thirty  people,  you  will  not  take  up¬ 
on  yourself  to  say,  whether  there  were  any 
toasts  "iven  ? 

O 

I  suppose  they  might  drink  to  the  members  ; 
but  1  did  not  take  any  notice. 

Then  you  say  you  did  not  hear  any  toasts 
drank,  that  is  your  answer,  is  it  ? 

1  cannot  satisfy  you,  for  1  did  not  take  that 
notice. 

You  cannot  tell  then,  whether  there  wmre 
or  not  any  toas'ts  drank  during  that  day  ? 

No. 

Were  there  any  cockades  wmrn  at  the  din¬ 
ner  \ 

No  :  Ido  not  recollect  seeino:  anv. 

J)  iiring  the  election,  did  you  ever  go  to  the 
Hustingi — the  poll  booth? 

Yes;  I  did. 

Did  vou  sro  there  almost  everv  dav  ? 

No,  I  was  at  work  the  best  part  of  the  day  ; 
I  might  go  at  times,  now  and  then. 

Hovv  many  times  do  you  think  you  w^ent 
to  the  poll  booth,  during  the  election  ? 

I  might  go  a  dozen  times;  I  cannot  tell 
exactly. 

Do  you  think  you  went  once  every  day  ^ 

Yes;  or  more. 

Did  you  use  to  stay  there'  long,  when  you 
W'cnt  there  ^ 

Sometimes  longer,  and  sometimes  shorter, 
according  as  I  wanted  to  do  business. 

Did  you  go  there  the  first  day  the  poll  be¬ 
gan  ^ 

Yes  ;  I  did. 


u  u  3 
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Did  you  go  there  the  second  day  the  poll  be¬ 
gan  r 

I  was  tliere  many  times;  I  cannot  tell  ex¬ 
actly. 

Do  you  know  tvhether  you  went  there  the 
third  day  after  the  poll  began  ? 

Y es  ;  I  was. 

What  tiine  was  you  there  on  the  third  day 
aftei  thepoil^  was  it  in  the  morning  at  ten^  in 
the  cilteinoon  at  live,  or  two^  or  what  ? 

I  cannot  tell;  .1  went  by  with  tins  >forri!= 
Walker. 

Did  you  go  to  the  poll  booth  on  the  day  in 
wmch  you  went  to  this  dinner  ? 

We  went  by  tliat  way  to  go  to  the  Crane. 
Were  the  people  following  at  that  time  r 
1  es  ;  about  eleven  o’clock. 

Where  did  you  go  to  after  dinner  ? 

I  went  home. 

Did  you  go  past  the  polling  booth  then  ? 

1  believe  not. 

Ihen  you  did  not  go  the  same  way  home 
that  you  went  to  dinner  in  the  mornino'  ?  ^ 

No,  J  believe  not.  ^ 

Did  you  hear  any  noise  in  the  street  that 
night  ? 

There  was  a  noise  in  the  street  every  nio-hf 

there  ^Yas  a  noise  in  the  street  before  tlie  (Sec¬ 
tion. 

Do  you  call  tlie  election  the  time  of  the  poll 
being  taken,  oi  the  canvass  previous  to  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  poll? 

I  suppose  the  election  begins  after  the  writs 
are  out. 

Then  you  consider  the  time  of  the  election 
to  begin  from  the  time  the  writ  is  out  ? 

1  understand  it  so. 

Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  any 
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person  respecting  the  evidence  you  were  to 
give  this  day  ;  and  remember  you  are  upon 
your  oath  ? 

Yes. 

With  whom  r 

I  met  my  master^  Mr.  Harris  ;  I  brought  a 
lettei  to  him^  and  I  talked  with  him. 

Any  body  else  ? 

Yes,  to  a  gentleman  at  Mr.  Moore’s;  I 
went  to  take  a  letter  there. 

Any  body  else 
No. 

Hid  any  thing  pass  between  you  and  any  of 
those  gentlemen  ?  , 

They  only  told  me  what  was  in  the  book, 
what  they  thought  they  might  swear  me  to 
Then  you  knew  what  you  was  coming  to  be 
examined  to  f  ® 

Yes  ;  I  expected  that  was  what  I  should  be 
examined  upon,  what  was  read  tome. 

You  said  you  knew  it  was  the  third'  day  of 

the  poll,  because  you  went  with  Morris  Walker 
out  of  tow  n  f 

Yes  ;  that  was  on  the  Sunday. 

How  long  did  you  stay  out  of  town 
1  only  w’^ent  out  of  town  about  a  mile,  or  a 
mile  and  a  half,  and  came  back  directly. 

Thom  AS  Angliss,  called  in  and  zwotji, 

WTiat  business  are  you  t 
A  leather  dresser. 

Are  you  a  voter  ot  Coventry  \ 

Yes. 

Who  did  you  vote  for  at  the  last  election  I 
i^was  not  ol  age  at  the  last  election. 

You  are  now  a  freeman  .? 

Yes. 

Was  you  employed  during  the  election  \  ' 

. .  u  u  3 
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I  was  SO  far  employed^  that  if  I  saw  any 
body  that  would  polb  to  get  them  to  poll  for  our 
party. 

What  party  ? 

The  corporation  party. 

Who  emplo^^ed  you  for  that  purpose 

George  A^u  es  for  one^  and  several  others. 

During  the  time  of  the  poll,  was  von  at  the 
Fleur  de  Lis  ", 

Yes;  many  times. 

Did  YOU  see  many  people  there  ? 

Yes  ;  a  great  many  people. 

I  mean  freemen  of  Coventry  ^ 

Yes,  I  saw  many  freemen  of  Coventry;  I 
saw  some  that  are  in  the  hall  now. 

Did  any  of  them  live  at  Coventry  ? 

Yes. 

What  were  they  doing  ^ 

Drinking  mostly,  and  eating  ;  but  mostly 
drinking. 

Did  you  eat  and  drink  there  ? 

Yes;  several  times. 

Did  you  pay  for  what  you  had 

No. 

Did  you  see  any  body  else  pay  for  what  they 
had * 

No. 

By  wliat  authority  did  you  get  it  without 
paying  ? 

I  used  to  go  in  and  have  what  I  liked,  and  I 
was  never  asked  any  question,  and  never  paid 
anv  thing. 

Do  you  remember  being  at  Ekrs,the  Wind- 
mill 

^  es;  several  times. 

During  the  time  people  were  polling? 

Yes;  ]  have  been  at  Eld’s  several  times  dur¬ 
ing  the  poll. 

Did  you  see  any  freemen  there  ? 


.THOMAS  ANGLISS’S  EXAMINATION.  431 

Yes  ;  I  saw  several  that  were  Ireemen,  and 
several  that  were  not  freemen  ;  they  had  what 
they  pleased,  and  went  away  without  paying 
for  it,  for  any  thing  that  I  saw. 

Was  vou  eWr  in  Saint  Mary’s  Hall  ? 

Yes.  " 

Who  did  you  see  there  ? 

I  saw  Alderman  Howlette  there ;  I  went  to  tell 
him  there  were  two  freemen  in  a  Blue  House, 
and  I  wanted  to  get  them  out. 

Two  Yellows,  1  suppose? 

Yes;  I  went  to  tell  them  there  were  two 
Yell  ows  there,  and  I  could  not  go  in  there. 
Why 

I  could  not  have  any  thing  to  drink  there 
Avithout  paying  for  it;  and  Alderman  Howlette 
gave  me  a  shilling  to  get  something  to  drink, 
and  get  them  out. 

Did  he  say  any  thing  ? 

He  told  me  it  was  against  law ;  but  I  must 
not  say  any  thing  about  it. 

Are  you  sure  of  that? 

Yes. 

Did  you  go  and  get  them  out? 

No;  I  was  afraid  of  going  in  for  fear  I 
should  get  well  lick’d. 

Do  you  know  Clayton’s  house  ? 

Yes,  the  Windmill ;  there  are  two  Wind¬ 
mills. 

Did  you  go  there  to  have  any  thing  to  eat 
and  drink  ? 

Yes,  at  night  after  the  poll  was  closed. 

Did  you  use  to  see  freemen  there  too  ? 

Yes;  it  was  a  great  house  of  call  for  free¬ 
men  at  night. 

Did  you  see  the  freemen  eat  and  drink  there 
ICK).' 

1  have  been  with  them  eating  and  drinking- 
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Did  you  ever  pay  any  thing  there? 

No. 

Did  the  company  you  have  seen  there  pay 
any  thing?  ^ 

Not  that  -I  ever  saw,  there  were  several  that 
went  in  with  me. 

Did  they  pay  any  thing? 

No. 

Do  you  know  King’s  house  ? 

Yes. 

What  is  the  sign  ? 

I  believe’it  is  the  Falcon,  but  I  don’t  know. 
Where  is  it  situated  ? 

Next  to  Mr.  Men  idew’s,  at  Cross  Cheapin?. 
Did  you  drink  there?  ° 

Yes  ;  I  used  to  have  any  thing  I  liked  there  - 
It  was  very  handy  to  the  booth.  ’ 

Did  you  pay  any  thing  there? 

No  ;  I  never  paid  any  thing  at  none  of  the 
houses  during  the  election. 

Did  you  ever  see  any  body  else  pay  ditrin^- 
the  ejection  ?  ^  o 

Noj  unless  a  man  went  into  a  different 
party  house,  then  he  must  pay. 

Do  you  know  Squires’s  house? 

1  es. 

You  seem  to  know  most  of  the  houses  ? 

\cs;  I  know  most  of  tlie  iiouscs  and  most  of 
the  people  there;  Mr.  Squires’s  house  is  at  the 
to})  ol  Bishop-street  ? 

.Did  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Anstcy  ? 
Not  to  my  recollection,  1  do  not.  ^  ' 

Do  you  remember,  if  you  was  at  that  house 
on  the  second  or  third  day  of  the  poll  ? 

No.  ^ 

Was  you  ever  at  the  Xing’s  Head  ? 

Yes. 

Who  keeps  the  King’s  Head  ? 
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Air.  Soden. 

Did  you  know  Mr.  Barlo  w  ? 

Yes. 

1)  id  you  ever  see  him  at  Mr.  Soden’s.^ 

\es,  1  have  seen  Air.  Barlow  there,  when 
there  have  been  London  voters  there  ;  they 
used  to  fetch  him  from  the  booth. 

Did  you  ever  hear  him  give  any  orders  about 
them 

1  saw  hifii  go  into  the  room,  and  make  a 
speech,  but  1  was  on  the  outside,  and  could 
not  understand  what  he  said. 

A  ou  don’t  know  who  was  in  the  room  then 
besides  the  people  you  speak  of 

[  don’t  know  the  people’s  names  that  were 
tliere. 

iSone  of  your  own  neighbours.? 

No,  they  were  men  that  came  as  out  voters. 

You  seem  to  have  been  every  thing  but  purse 
holder;  you  was  employed  to  bring  in  all  the 
voters  you  could  ? 

Yes. 

^  Are  you  a  partner  in  any  of  these  houses  to 
know  any  thing  about  their  accounts  ? 

No. 

You  say  you  could  not  go  into  the  opposite 
houses  without  paying .? 

I  could  not. 

I  believe  that  is  the  law  of  Coventry,  is  it 
not .? 

I  believe  it  is. 

They  sometimes  make  you  pay  in  flesh,  in 
beating  you  most  severely  .? 

I  took  care  not  to  go  in. 

You  put  the  j)oor  Alderman’s  illegal  shil¬ 
ling  into  your  pocket,  and  did  not  go  into  the 
house 
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Yes  J  I  thought  I  liad  a  right  to  it.  I  liad 
had  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

You  now  and  then  peeped  into  the  Blue 
House  ?  . 

No. 

YeSj  you  must  have  become  peeping  Tom,  or 

how  come  you  to  know  these  two  Yellows  were 
there  ? 

I  saw  them  go  in. 

^  People  were  very  sober  and  steady  in  all  the 
Blue  Houses.? 

]  VV  e  did  not  stay  about  the  Blue  Houses  more 
[than  we  could  help  for  fear  of  getting  hided. 

I  They  never  let  you  come  near  enough  to  let 
you  see  what  was  goins;  on.? 

ISO. 

But  you  have  seen  them  come  staggerino* 
out,  crying  Bird  for  ever  ?  ” 

Yes.  liundTeds  of  times, 
j  Chearful  and  a  little  drunk  .? 

;  .  They  used  to  say  they  got  drunk  with  their 
own  money  ? 

All  on  Mr.  Bird’s  side  were  rich  people,  they 
were  all  able  to  pay. 

"t  ^  know'^,  they  used  to  help  one  another 

I  believe. 

That  w^as  wdien  they  w^ere  drunk  I  suppose  ? 

X  C  S  • 

Me7ftbers :~Dk\  you  w<ait  at  a  dinner  at 
bquire’s  at  any  time  ? 

I\o. 

Jsor  assist  in  carrying  a  dinner  into  the 
room .? 

Tso;  I  have  a  brother  who  was  over-looker 
there. 

The  witness  wdtlidiw. 


THOMAS  ORTON^S  EXAMINATION.  435 


Thomas  Orton,  called  in  and  sworn. 

Where  do  you  live  ? 

No.  10,  King  Street,  Spital  Fields. 

What  business  are  you 

A  weaver. 

l)o  you  remember  the  time  of  the  Coventry, 
election  in  July  last? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Clarke  of  Alderm anbury  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  Mr. Clarke  during  that  election, 
in  London  ? 

Yes,  on  the  10th  of  July  at  his  own  house 
in  Aldermanbury  ? 

How  happen’d  it  that  you  was  there  ? 

I  went  there  upon  particular  business  to 
know  the  state  of  the  poll  the  day  before. 

Are  you  a  voter  of  Cv*ventry  ? 

No.  * 

Did  you  attend  at  Mr.  Clarke’s  to  assist 
him  in  any  part  of  the  business  of  the  election  ? 

On  the  10th  of  July  in  the  afternoon. 

Did  you  attend  at  any  time  after  the  10th  of 
July,  at  Mr.  Clarke’s? 

Yes,  the  11th  and  l£th  ;  sometimes  at  his 
liousc,  and  sometimes  at  the  Hoxton  Colfee- 
house. 

How  were  you  employed,  and  how  was  Mr. 
Clarke  employed  ? 

He  found  the  money  for  the  people  that 
went  down  into  the  country. 

Did  you  see  any  body  besides  Mr.  Clarke 
acting  in  this  way  ? 

Mi\  Jones,  Mr.  Butler,  and  the  younger 
Mr.  Whit  well. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  Barton  being  there? 
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Yes. 

A  man  that  keeps  the  Salutation  at  Coventry  ? 
YeSj  he  was  there. 

Had  you  any  room  at  the  coffee-house  ? 
Ihere  was  a  committee  sitting  there,  Mr. 
Whitwell  and  Mr.  Butler  were  there  by  Mr. 
.Clarke’s  orders  ;  they  were  there  to  look  after 
the  freemen. 

For  what  interest  was  this  ? 

Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jeffervs. 

Jointly 

Jointly. 

Do  you  remember  Butler  being  sent  by  Mr. 
Oarkeand  Mr.  Whitwell  to  thelloxton  coffee¬ 
house  ? 

Yes. 

What  Mr.  Whitwell  was  this.^* 

T  ;  Alderman  Whitwell’s  son  : 

Mr.  Butler  was  sent  to  see  that  the  freemen 
were  taken  care  of,  and  had  what  they  wanted, 
til  at  is  eating  and  drinking.  / 

^  Did  you  see  freemen  there  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing.? 

Yes,  several. 

Were  they  London  freemen  ? 

Yes,  people  residing  in  London  ;  they  were 
constantly  there  the  whole  of  the  day,  or  the 
best  part  of  the  day,  till  the  carriages  were 
leady  for  them  in  the  evening. 

Had  they  dinners  .? 

Yes,  legs  of  mutton,  steaks,  ale,  gin,  bran¬ 
dy,  rum,  and  those  things;  Mr.  Clarke  was 
not  there,  but  these  young  men  were  sent  by 
Mr.  Clarke. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  Clarke  say  so  ? 

Yes. 

1  hat  you  swear  to  have  passed  ? 

\  es. 
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How  many  of  them  were  there  at  a  time  ? 

Sometimes  thirty  or  forty  people^  some  free¬ 
men  and  some  non-freemen;  I  cannot  tell 
how  many  of  each. 

Did  any  of  them  pay  for  any  thing  ? 

I  cannot  say ;  I  did  not  see  any  money  pas¬ 
sed  after  the  first  three  or  four  days  of  the 
poll^  as  the  poll  began  on  Thursday^  the  li¬ 
quor  was  more  fluent;  before  that  the  people 
paid  for  what  they  had. 

Do  you  know  how  the  change  took  place 
from  the  paying  to  the  not  paying  ? 

They  wanted  something  to  drink,  and  Mr. 
Jones  being  a  refraetory  man,  would  not  give 
them  any  thing  to  drink  till  Friday. 

Who  is  Mr.  Jones  ? 

The  man  that  kept  the  coflee-house. 

Did*that  continue  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday  ? 

Yes,  there  might  be  fifty  or  sixty  freemen 
go  from  there  in  the  course  of  those  three 
-  days. 

Did  they  come  there  for  the  purpose  of 
going  away,  or  did  they  stay  there  r 

They  stopped  there  the  best  part  of  tbe  dav, 
and  in  the  evening  they  were  taken  to  the 
Swan  with  Two  Necks  to  go  with  the  Liver¬ 
pool  coach — every  coach  that  went  ofl*  stopped 
at  Mr.  Clarke’s  house,  the  committee,  in  Al- 
dermanbury. 

Do  you  remember  any  application  being 
made  by  Barton  to  Clark  for  any  purpose  ? 

Jo  go  to  Portsmouth. 

Was  jaiu  present  f 

Yes. 

Did  he  give  it  him  ? 


X  X 
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I  di({  not  see  any  money  pass^  and  whether 
he  went  to  Portsmouth^  or  wlicther  he  went  to 
Coventry^  I  cannot  tell. 

Did  you  hear  any  observation  ? 

The  observation  was  this  from  Mr.  Barton, 
that  if  there  were  voters  at  Portsmouth,  and 
they  voted  on  the  other  side,  we  might  lose 
the  election  by  it;  Mr.  Clarke  grumbled;  and 
said  it  might Cost  as  much,  as  the  former  elec¬ 
tion,  it  might  cost  the  gentlemen  ten  thousand 
pounds. 

Do  you  know  Jones  that  kept  the  coffee¬ 
house  r 

Yes. 

*  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  them,  whether 
he  is  a  man  that  could  afford  to  give  away  to 
those  men  what  they  had  ? 

I  should  think  not. 

W  hat  situation  is  he  in  ? 

He  is  a  weaver. — He  was  cleared  by  the  in- 
sblvent  act  from  the  Bench  before  he  "kept  the 
Hoxton  coffee-house. 

:I  need  hardly  ask  you  iF  you  think  an  insol¬ 
vent  debtor  was  likely  to  give  away 'money  or 
monies  worth  in  this  way  ? 

I  should'think  not. 

Are  you  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Clarke’s  ^ 

Not  intimate. 

I  fancy  this  was  the  first’time  he  trusted  you 
at  all  ? 

Yes. 

You  tried  to  make  yourself  worthy  of  his 
trust  first  of  all,  hy  putting  yourself  in  bis 
way  ;  he  did  not  come  to  you  ^ 

i  went  to  him. 

You  did  him  the  favour  to  go  to  him  to  he 
spy  upon  him  ^ 
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Not  a  spy. 

What  are  you,  if  you  are  not  a  spy  upon  Mr. 
Clarke  ? 

Not  a  spy  at  all,  not  in  the  least;  I  come  to 
sa}"  that  that  is  just  and  right. 

But  in  truth  you  went  and  intruded  yourself 
into  Mr.  Clarke’s  friendship? 

No,  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Butler  first. 

Mr.  Butler  is  a  boy  of  sixteen,  is  not  he  t 
H  e  is  seventeen. 

Is  he  not  an  apprentice  in  London  ? 

1  do  not  know. 

But  you  know  he  is  young  ? 

Yes. 


Mr.  Whitwell,  do  you  knpw  that  he  is  a 
young  apprentice  in  London  too  ? 

1  do  not  know. 

Was  he  young  ? 

Yes. 

•  Whereabouts  his  age  ;  he  is  sixteen,  and  an 
apprentice  in  London,  is  he  not  ? 

1  do  not  know.  ^ 

Idiese  were  Mr.  Clarke’s  notable  agents  *  . 

They  went  and  paid  the  coaches,  and  p^^^ 
other  things. 

Upon  your  oath,  did  you  see  either  of  them 
pay  any  thing  ? 

Yes,  at  difterent  places  in  Islington  and 
Hoi  born. 

What  did  they  pay  for  ? 

Jjiquor  of  different  descriptions. 

Did  you  drink  with  them  ? 

Yes  ;  sometimes  at  my  own  expen ce,  and 
sometimes  at  their  expence. 

W'^hat  inducement  had  they  to  give  you 
li(jnor,  you  was  not  a  voter? 

No. 
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Then  it  was  an  act  of  generosity  in  these 
young  Jads  ? 

Yes. 

You  said  Mr.  Clarke  had  the  advice  of 
several  of  his  friends  at  Aldermanbury  ? 

There  were  no  others  at  Aldermanbury,  but 
Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Whitwell  and  Mr. 
Butler. 

1  hese  young  lads  went  to  the  IToxton  Coffee 
House,  and  there  they  assembled 

Yes. 

You  saw  the  people  pay  on  Saturday,  Sun¬ 
day,  and  Monday  ? 

No,  they  did  not  pay  any  thing  at  all  there. 

I  understand  you,  that  till  a  certain  time 
they  paid  ? 

1  he  voters  did  till  Friday,  there  was  now 
and  then  a  few  pots  of  porter  given  ;  but  after 
the  poll  began,  there  was  more  liquor. 

1  hese  people  were  packed  off  in  the  Liver¬ 
pool  coaches,  in  the  evenings  ? 

Yes.  ^ 

Hid  you  act  at  all  in  the  business  ? 

\es. 

To  assist  Mr.  Clarke  as  a  friend  ? 

Yes,  certainly. 

Hid  you  go  and  look  for  coaches,  and  pick 
up  people : 

Occasionally  [  did. 

These  men  were  sent  off,  as  has  been  always 
the  custom  to  send  ])eople  off,  in  coaches  ? 

It  has  been  the  case. 

Were  i)ot  other  coaches  filled  with  voters 
on  the  other  side;  you  know  nothing  of  Mr. 
Bird’s  coaches  ? 

i  look  upon  it,  there  were  coaches  employed 
on  both  sides. 
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As  fast  as  tlicv  could,  and  as  full  as  they 
could  ? 

^  os. 

8j)ital  Fields  M'as  a  great  rendevous  for  the 
Coventry  coniiectioii  r 

Yes. 

And  there  were  canvassers  all  about  to  get 
Avhat  voles  they  could  on  botii  sides? 

Yes.  -  .  • 

Do  you  mean  to  say,  you  have  ever  seen  the 
accounts  of  Jones,  of  the  Floxtou  Cotfee  liouse? 

No. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  staid  at  Jones’s 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  who  did  pay,  and 
who  did  not  ? 

J  cannot  say  wlio  p'aid. 

Idad  you  any  interest  at  that  time  to  discover 
who  did  pay,  and  who  did  not? 

No;  but  I  know  the  orders  of  Mr.  Clarke 
were  for  the  men  to  Fe  taken  care  of,  and  then 
to  be  sent  down. 

'I'he  day  they  were  sent  down  they  had  a 
dinner? 

They  bad  a  dinner  the  day  before,  for  wdiat 
I  know. 

Did  vou  make  any  particular  observations, 
so  as  to*^enable  you  to  tell  me  bow  many,  and 
wdio  the  voters  were,  that  dined  on  the  Mon- 
day  ? 

1  can  tell  you  some  of  them? 

Can  you  tell  me  all  r 

No. 

Can  A'ou  tell  ijic  all  that  dined  on  any  one 
day? 

No. 

Then  can  yon  say  who  went  one  day  and 
who  went  anotlierr 
N  (.) . 
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T.  he}’'  filled  the  coaches  and  sent  them  olT 
as  fast  as  they  could  ? 

\es;  and  some  went  on  foot. 

Do  yon  liappen  to  know'  a  house  called  the 
IvedLion.'^ 

Yes. 

Who  keeps  that? 

M  illiain  Wilson,  in  Phenix-Street,  Spital 
Fields.  ^ 

Did  yon  happen  to  be  there  dnrimj;  the  elec¬ 
tion  .?  • 

'  Yes. 

Did  yon  ever  see  any  body  there 
,  \  es  ;  1  use  the  house  myself. 

Did  yon  see  any  freemen  of  Coventry  there? 

Yes. 

In  whose  interest? 

Some  for  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys. 

•  Upon  your  oath,  was  that  not  Mr.‘ Bird’s 
house? 

It  was  the  election  before  last,  and  the  elec¬ 
tion  before  that. 

Upon  yonr  oath,  was  it  not  the  house  of  Mr. 
Pir<(  at  this  election  ? 

Yes,  if  was. 

From  thence  Mr.  Bird’s  voters  went  ? 

Some  of  them  from  there,  and  some  from 
other  places. 

\on  were  there  with  Mr.  Bird’s  people,  and 
yon  were  at  Hoxton  with  Mr.  Clarke’s  people  ? 

Yes. 

Was  it  curiosity  to  know  what  was  o-oino- 
forward  on  both  sides,  that  you  w^ent  t(?  Miy 
Bird’s  house  ? 

I  used  the  house. 

M' hen  was  it  tliat  yon  first  told  this  about 
Mr.  Clarke? 

Before  the  election  was  over. 
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Wlio  did  you  tell  it  to  ? 

To  two  or  three  gentlemen. 

Name  them  ? 

Mr.  jNi lies. was  one,  lie  is  in  court. 

Any  body  else  ? 

Mr.  Mason  of  Printer  SU'eet,  Mr.  Wilson 
of  the  Lion  happened  to  he  in  at  the  time. 

What  was  h  that  particularly  htduced  you 
to  tell  what  passed  at  Mr.  Clarke’s? 

On  the  Monday  evening  Mr.  Jones  was 
affronting  the  freemen,  and  using  them  ex¬ 
tremely  "ill,  ni  consequence  ol  that  a  scuitic 
ensued  between  me  and  ?dr.  Jones, 
flow  was  Mr.  Jones  using  tnem  ill  i 
J’he  freemen’s  wives  were  '  applying  to  Mr. 
Jones  for  money,  winch  he  reiused  to  give 
them  at  that  time, 

You  thought  it  v/as  hard  to  refuse  them  the 
money,  so  "you  began  quarrelling  with  Mr, 
Jones,  for  not  giving  the  freemen’s  wives 

money  r  ,  ■  .  .  , 

I  had  lent  him  half  a  guinea  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  before,  and  I  was  asking  him  for  it. 

Barton  applied  to  Clarke  for  money  to  go  to 
Portsmouth  ? 


And  Mr.  Clarke  said  the  expence  was  so 
great,  that  if  be  pursued  tlie  voters,  that 
distance  it  might  cost  as  much  as  the  former 

election  ? 

Yes  ;  they  found  money  afterwards. 

Was  it  'a  fact,  or  not,  that  this  man  refused 
Barton  the  money  on  that  account? 

Yes. 

How  do  you  know  it  was  settled  after- 

afterwards  ?  .  ,  r  i 

[  do  not  know  how  it  was  settled  afterwards, 

I  know  Barton  went  to  Portsmouth. 

Y  y  2 
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mean  by  saying  this  man  re¬ 
used  barton  tlie  money  from  economical  mo- 

ti'es  ;  you  said  It  was  afterwards  settled.  Vo 

yon  know  any  thing  but  the  fact,  of  Barton 
,4;  ''8  to  i  ortsmonth.  Bid  you  see  Clarke 
give  him  any  money;  you  was  employed  by 
'  "  Clai  ke  to  take  care  ot  the  voters  ? 

ilxf^’  ^  '^“®  .<=“l'ioyed  to  go  for  a  man  of 
ttK  name  of  W  ootton. 

V’^liere  did  find  him  ? 

^  He  was  at  Mr.  Clarke’s  house,  Mr.  Clarke 

fiad  ^ivcn  him  a  one  pouiid  note,  that  was  the 

leason  why  they  asked  me  to  go  after  him-  1 

.  went  to  the  Swan  with  Two  Necks  and  fou’nd 

him,  and  then  he  said  he  would  fetch  his 

thiims;  I  took  a  coach  and  went  with  him  to 

a  public  house  in  Mint  Street,  in  the  BorouMi 

am  there  1  stopped  two  hours,  then  he  said  he 

had  not  money  enough.  I  said  what  have  you 

<  one  with  the  one  pound  note,  and  he  said  he 

Ji.id  taken  things  out  of  pawn  with  it;  and  I 

gave  him  another  one  pound  note  ;  I  changed 

It  and  gave  him  a  half  guinea,  and  a  seven 

shilling  piece,  haTa  crown,  and  two  shillings. 

vv  as  you  repaid  that  money  ?  ° 

"Ves  ;  Mr.  Clarke  repaid  it  me 

,  AVhat  is  VV' ootton  ^ 

A  cabinet-maker;  I  have  known  him  from 

«  cniiu. 

VChat  did  you  give  him  the  note  for  ? 

To  serve  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  JeiVerws. 

VV  as  it  for  any  expenees  he  was  to  incur 
Jt  was  not  for  any  expence. 

Was  he  to  pay  his  own  journev  tiown  ? 

^o;  the  money  was  given 'l, ini  hy  Mr 
Claike,  to  get  his  things  out. 

How  do  you  know  that  r 

t 


THOM  AS  ORTON’s  EXAMINATION.  445 

'My.  Clarke  told  me  himself  ;  Mr.  Clarke 
paid  me  a  one  pound  note^  halt  a  crown,  and 
two  shillings. 

AVhere  did  you  meet  with  W ootton  ? 

I  have  known  him  twenty  eight  years. 

He  was  an  out- voter  ^ 

fie  was  an  out-voter. 

When  was  it  the  one  pound  note  was  given? 

When  he  made  application  to  Mr.  Clarke, 
he  said  he  v/ould  not  go  without  money. 

Who  was  present  when  he  said  this  ?^ 

Mr.  Butler  was  there,  and  Mr.  Whitw'ell 

w^as  there. 

Upon  what  day  w^as  this,  w^as  it  betore  the 
election  began,  or  alter  ?  • 

This  was  on  the  10th  of  July. 

At  M  r.  Clarke’s  house  ? 

At  Mr.  Clarke’s  house. 

In  what  room  ? 

fVhere  tl  te  gentlemen  were  generally  sitting 
to  do  business. 

Whereabouts  .f' 

In  the  warehouse. 

A  number  of  people  round  him  ? 

Yes. 

He  spoke  loud  ? 

i  do  not  know  that  it-was  spoke  so  particu¬ 
larly  loud.  -1  did  not  see  him  give  the  note, 
but  i  know  it  was  given. 

1  ask  you  again,  was  this  note  given  in  your 
])reseiice  ? 

iSo. 

Then  all  that  you  know  about  this  note,  was 
about  vvhat  Clarke  told  you. 

Yes. 

Where  was  it  Clarke  told  you  he  had  given 
Wootton  this  note  ? 

In  the  warehouse. 

Y  y 


n 

O 
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as  it  in  a  whisper  ? 

■“  liquor, 

.>U(I  asked  me  to  go  and  take  care  of  him. 

c  gave  him  the  note  when  he  was  in  lioiior? 
t  suspect  so.  .  ^ 

having  given  him  tlie  note,  he  sent  you 

M.  CKSlVif  --’-What'did 

Ml.  Uaike  tel]  you  to  do  with  him  ? 


p)  bring  him  hack  there  in  the  eveniiie-. 
1  on  did  not  see  the  note.?  ^ 


1  saw  it  changed. 

Where  was  it  changed  ? 

At  a  public-house,  in  Mint  Street,  in  the 

Lorono-li.  ’ 

O 


V\  as  it  a  bank  note,  or  how .? 

Othei  people  in  the  warehouse  iniffht  hear 
tins  as  well  as  you  ?  ^ 

hJ!d  ft. ^ 

-And  iVlr.  Whitv/ell  .? 

"^  es;  he  was  there,  and  might  have  heard 

•*  I  • 

ton?"''  ‘^°‘’®'=q"enee  withWoot- 

Ves. 

You  changed  the  note  .? 

I  changed  a  note  of  my  own  afterwards. 
Vyis  any  tningsaid  about  his  things  in  Mr 
Clarke’s  presence .?  ®  ’ 

YYs. 

YV  hat  did  he  say  to  Mr.  Clarke  ? 

M'ootton  said  he  could  not  vote  -without 
some  tilings  to  jiut  on. 


heforo  or  tiftcr  the  note  was  given 


Before. 

And  It  WHS  111  the  hearing  if  tlie.se  uersons 
1  hey  were  there.  pcisoni, 
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hen  Wootton  returned^ 
back  ? 


you  brought  him 


\es  ;  I  brought  him  back  in  a  coach. 

W  as  he  drunk  tlicn  ? 

Yes. 

hat  became  of  him  then  ? 

He  got  away  that  night,  1  fetched  him  again 
on  the  Sunday,  and  he  was  drunk  then.  I 
and  Mr.  Essex,  led  him  to  the  Hoxton  Colfee 
House  on  the  Sunday ;  and  he  went  down  to 
Coventry  that  night. 

Members, — Hid  you  know  Mr.  Clarke  be^ 
fore  you  went  to  him  to  enquire  the  state  of 
the  poll  ? 

Yes;  1  knew  him  at  Coventry. 

Had  he  resided  in  London  long? 

Some  years. 

Hid  you  offer  your  services  as  an  agent  to 
Mr.  Barlow  ?  , 

Mr.  Clarke  asked  me  to  take  care  of  this  man. 

Hid  you  offer  your  services  ? 

1  offered  myself,  if  1  couldbeof  any  service. 

Were  you  desired  by  any  person,  and  by 
whom,  to  otlbr  your  services  ? 

No  person;  it  was  of  my  own  mind. 

Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  any  of 
iMr.  Bird’s  and  Mr.  Moore’s  friends  before  you 
went? 

I 

.Not  upon  tliat  subject. 

Hid  they  know  of  your  intention  of  offering 
your  services  r 

No. 

Hid  they  consider  you  as  their  friend? 

Not  then. 

i\t  what  time  did  they  consider  yon  as  their 
friend  ? 

Some  time  after  the  election  was  over. 

H tiring  the  coiUiniiaiice  of  the  poll,  Mr. 
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Bird  and  Mr.  Moore’s  committee  did  not  con¬ 
sider  YOU  as  their  friend  ? 

On  the  Tuesday  evening  before  the  election 
was  over^  they  asked  me  a  few  questions,  and 
I  resolved  tliem ;  it  was  concerning  this  busi¬ 
ness^  when  1  told  them  about  Wootton_,  they 
thought  I  might  be  of  some  service. 

Did  you  offer  your  services  to  M  r.  Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore,  in  the  same  manner  as  you  did  to 
Mr.  Barlow  ^ 

No. 

Then  what  reason  had  they  to  consider  3’ou 
as  their  fiiend  f 

The  Red  Lion  is  a  house  I  always  use,  I  was 
sitting  in  the  tap-room,  and  was  saying  the 
ill  usage  1  had  received  from  Mr.  Jones. 

Did  Wilson  then  ask  you  to  be  his  friend  r 

No. 

Who  did  ? 

Nobody  in  particular  ;  I  was  not  asked  at  all 
to  be  their  friend  then. 

When  were  you  asked  to  be  their  friend  ^ 

Not  till  the  election  was  over. 

Did  you  from  the  Thursday  that  tliey  began 
to  consider  you  as  their  friend,  did  yoii  do  miv 
act  of  kindness  for  them 

Yes  ;  1  did. 

W'hat  were  tlfe  acts  of  kindness  \"ou  did  for 
Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 

1  did  not  run  aliout  for  them. 

Question  repeated. 

No  further  than  going  as  far  as  the  Lion, 
and  back  again,  having  a  pint  of  porter  and 
paying  for  it;  that  is  all  the  friendship  I  did 
for  them. 

What  was  the  one  act  of  friendship  you  said 
you  did  for  them 

The  biggest  act  of  friendship  I  did,  was  go- 
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ing  to  Mr.  Mason’s  in  Printer’s  Street,  and 
asking  him  to  go  to  Coventry,  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Bird . 


W  ho  desired  you  to  go  to  Mason  ? 

It  was  myseU  tiiat  went,  nobody  desired  me. 
I  am  very  intimate  with  Mr.  Mason,  and  I  went 
to  him. 

Did  you  go  of  your  own  accord  to  ask  Ma¬ 
son  to  vote  for  Mr.  'Bird  and  Mr.  M  oore.^ 


Yes. 

Was  that  the 
did 


one  act  of  friendship  that  you 


No  ;  the  other  act  of  friendship  that  I  did 
was,  I  went  as  far  as  Chatham,  but  could  not 
lind  any  body  there. 

iat  did  you  goto  Chatham  for.? 

I  went  to  hnd  freemen  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird 
and  Mr.  Moore. 

Who  desired  3mu  to  go  ? 

I  went  with  Mr.  Vick. 

W^as  Mr.  Vick  employed  as  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Bird  and  JVIr.  Moore’s  ? 

Yes. 

Did  yon  se^  him  at  the  Red  Lion  .? 

Yes. 


W^as  there  any  committee  at  the  Red  Lion  ? 
I  do  not  know  of  any  committee. 

Upon  your  oath,  do  v'ou  know  of  any  com¬ 
mittee  belonging  to  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore> 
that  sat  in  London.?  ^ 

I  do  not. 

Who  were  the  friends  that  acted  for  Mr. 
Bird  ? 

Mr.  Robert  Moy,  Mr.  Diinkley,  Mr.  Ma¬ 


s  on. 

Who  else  .? 

1  do  not  recollect  the  names  of  all  the  freo- 
men. 
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Did  they  act  in  the  same  manner  for  Mr. 
Bird  and  Mr.  Moore^  that  Mr.  Clarke  did  for 
Mr.  Bari  ow  and  Mr. .letferys  ? 

Tiicy  did  not  act  in  the  same  manner  ;  M'hat 
freemen  they  got,  the}'  took  to  the  Red  Lion, 
and  then  to  the  place  where  the  coaches  went 
from. 

Did  they  get  any  thing  to  eat  and  drink  at 
the  Red  Lion,  before  thev  went  oh  ? 

No. 

Do  yon  swear,  that  the  freemen  sent  to  Co¬ 
ventry  from  the  Red  Lion,  got  nothing  to  eat 
and  drink  belbre  they  were  sent  off'.?- 

1  am  positive  they  did  not;  but  what  they 
paid  for. 

Did  they  at  any  other  inn,  get  any  thing  to 
eat  or  drink  ? 

I  cannot  say. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  it.^ 

No. 

D.d  you  eat  or  drink  at  the  Red  Lion  ? 

I  drank  there  every  day  at  my  own  ex¬ 
pence. 

Did  you  pay  for  every  thing  out  of  your  own 
pocket  ? 

Yes. 

AV ho  paid  your  expences  to  Chatham  i* 

I  did  myself. 

There  and  back  a^ain  ? 

Yes. 

By  virtue  of  your  oath,  were  you  repaid 
those  expences  of  going  to  Chatham  and  back 
again  ? 

I  never  was. 

How  much  did  it  cost  you  : 

There  were  three  of  us,  my  expences  were 
about  sixteen  or  seventeen  shillings ;  the  whole 
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expences  were  about  two  pounds  ten  shillings, 
or  two  pounds  twelve  shillings. 

Were  the  others  repaid  ? 

Not  that  I  know  of ;  I  never  was  repaid. 
How  mueh  of  your  own  money  did  you 
spend  ? 

Sixteen  or  Seventeen  shillings. 

How  long  were  you  there  ? 

Only  one  day. 

Who  went  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Vick  and  Mr.  Walker. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Vick  and  Mr._  Walker  at 

the  Red  Lion  ? 

Walker  uses  the  house,  he  lives  just  oppo¬ 
site,  and  takes  victuals  in  his  hand  troin  home 
frequently. 

Do  you  expect  to  have  your  -expences  to 
Chatham  repaid  you  ? 

I  do  not. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ? 

I  never  saw  him  till  within  this  fortnight  or 
three  weeks. 

You  are  no  freeman  of  Coventry  ? 

No;  1  was  born  there,  but  am  .not  a'  free¬ 
man.  ,  . 

Jones  refused  to  give  the  freemen  s  wives 

any  thing  ? 

Y  es.  ■  •  ' 

Did  you  see  any  of  the  voter’s  wives  come  ? 

I  have  seen  voter’s  wives  in  the  tap-room, 
at  the  Red  Lion  ;  the  wives  ol  voters  that  used 

the  house. 

Did  they  ask  for  money  ? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

I  wish  to  know  when  you  first  saw  Woot- 
ton  t 

At  Mr.  Clarke’s  house.  ' 

The  same  day  that  you  went  with  him  ? 
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Yes  on  tiie  Saturday. 

as  it  ill  the  morning  or  evening  ? 

In  the  afternoon. 

-Old  you  hear  him  apply  for  the  guinea  ? 

ISo  ,  I  went  iiij  and  JVIr.  Clarke  asked  me 
to  go  after  him,  for  he  had  given  him  a  pound 
note,  and  he  was  drunk. 

,  And  then  you  went  with  him  to  Mint  Street 
and  changed  the  note  at  the  public-house 

Ye^. 


What  public-house  was  it  ? 

I  do  not  recollect  the  sign. 

Was  it  on  the  right  hand  side  of  Mint 
Street,  as  j^ou  come  from  INlr.  Clarke’s  ? 

On  the  right  hand  side,  going  down  Red 
Cross  Street,  I  think  it  was. 

YVas  this  public  house  that  you  went  into, 
on  the  right  or  left  hand  side  of  the  street,  iro- 
mg  from.Mr.Clarke’s  ?  ^ 


On  the  right  side,  it  is  a  corner-house, 
and  stands  in  a  girt. 

Where  was  it  you  gave  him  lialf-a-guinea 
x\t  the  same  public-house,  where  I  had 
changed  the  note,  1  gave  him  tlie  half-a-gui- 
nea  ;  he  went  away,  and  returned  in  about  two 
hours,  and  1  gave  him  a  seven  shilling  piece. 

V\  as  you  in  that  public  house  all  the  time  ^ 

1  cs. 

M  as  he  living  at  that  public-house 
I  believe  it  was  a  public-house  that  he  con¬ 
stantly  frecj  lien  ted. 

So  tile  moment  you  got  into  Mr.  Clarke’s 
house,  he  had  so  high  an  opinion  of  you,  that 

he  ti listed  you  with  all  his  secrets  about  tlie 
vot;(u-s  ? 


i\o  ;  he  did  not  trust  me  wntli  all  his  secrets. 
II  ow  long  had  you  been  in  when  he  desired 
you  to  look  after  VVootion  t 
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.  Not  two  minutes.  '' 

Should  you  not  liave  been  glad, if  there  bad 
been  a  tliird  party,  that  you  might  have  served 
them  too  ? 

No. 

Had  you  any  authority  from  Mr.  Clarke  to 
pay  tliat  half-guinea,  and  seven  shilling 
piece  i* 

.'.No.  ,  •  ' 

That  you  did  voluntarih^ 

Yes  ;  and  Mr.  Clarke  repaid  me  on  the  Sun¬ 
day  morning. 

\Vithdrew. 

THOMAS  WHITMORE,  Called  iu  aucl  siconu 


Where  do  you  live 
At  Bethnal  Green. 

AVhat  are  vou  i  " 

A  Weaver. 

Are  vou  a  voter  for  Coventrvf 
'No." 

.Do  you  know  the  Hoxton  Coffee-liouse. 
Yes. 

Do  you  kno^v  who  keeps  itr 
J  do  not  know  who  keeps  it  now. 

Did  you  use  that  house  at  the  time  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  for  Coventrv? 

Yes. 


J)o  vou  know 
Yes. 


any  of  the  Coventry  freemen.^ 


Did  vou  see  any  of  them  tliere  : 

^"es  ;  on  the  Sunday  and  tlie  Monday. 
During  tiietime  tiic  poll  was  going  on? 
It  was  on  the  JOth  otMuly  aiul  the  llth» 
What  were  they  doing  there  : 

Drill  ki  OR- 


%  z 
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'  Wliat  time  in  the  da}-  ? 

In  the  afternoon  5  after  dinner. 

Where  there  many  of  them  f 
Tiiere  miglit  be  ten  or  a  dozen,,  I  cannot 
justlx-C  say. 

J5id.yoii  see  them  go  away  from  tlicre.^ 

^  es  ;  1  went  with  several  of  them. 

Do  yon  happen  to  know  if  they  went  to  Co¬ 
ven  trv  that  nio'iit  r 

%j  C-t 

Yes  ;  I  saw  them  on  the  coach. 

Did  they  pay  any  thing  wlien  they  wen  t 

out  ?  ’ 

/■ 

Kot  that  I  saw'. 


Did  tliey  ask  for  any  thin 


No. 


<y  ? 

o  • 


Wlio  did  von  see  there  ? 

%/ 

I  saw-  one  Carter  there,  belonging  to  the 
4<2d  reaiment,  1  think. 

.Any  body  else  ? 

Mr.  John  Thorpe  a  freeman  of  *Coventry, 
went  (Tf  by  the  same  coach. 

Ai.'y  other? 

Mr.  Saunders;  but  he  did  not  go  off  with 
the  coach.-^i  do  not  know^  wdiat  became  of 
liiin. 

Is  he  a  freeman  of  Coventry? 

*/ 

Deis; — he  condneted  them  to  the  coaclt  I 
believe. 

Did  von  see  him  drinking  wdth  the  rest.^ 

Yes. 

How  long  was  vou  there  ? 

About  one  hour. 

Did  yon  leave  any  behind  you? 

No;  they  mostly  went  to  the  coach. 

You  do  not  know  who  keeps  the  coffee¬ 
house  ?  X 

Not  at  this  time,  Mr.  Jones  kept  it  then  r 
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Wli  at  is  become  of  Jones  :  do  you  know  ? 
He  lives  in  London^  at  Bethnal  Green,  1  be¬ 
lieve. 

Tlicy  went  in  the  coach,  and  travelled  all 
night  ? 

1  went  in  the  evening  and  saw  several  of 
them  in  tlie  coach. 

Withdrew. 

« 

Abraham  Johnson,  called  in  and  szoorn. 

What  are  you  ? 

A  weaver. 

W  lie  re  do  yon  live  ^ 

In  Mile  End,  New  Town. 

Do  you  know  the  Hoxtoii  coffee-house  that 
was  kept  by  Jones.f^ 

;  Yes. 

Was  vou  ever  there  ? 

Yes. 

Often  I 
Y  es. 

Are  you  a  freeman  of  Coventry  .? 

I  am. 

Did*  you  go  down  to  Coventry  last  sum- 
irier.? 

^T’S. 

Was  you  at  Jones’s  more  than  oncef 
I  was  at  Jones’s  several  times. 

During  the  time  of  the  election  at  Co¬ 
ventry  I 

Yes,  I  dare  say  twenty  times. 

What  did  you  do  there  so  dfteti  ?  ' 

I  went  to  have  a  drop  or’  beer. 

Do  you  mean  by  twenty  tinier  that  you  went 
difl’erent  days  ^ 
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Yes  ;  may  be  twice  in  a  day  may  be  twenty 
times  in  a  week. 

You  mean  the  week  of  the  election.^ 

Yes. 

-Did  you  go  to  Coventry  ? 

■  Yes.. 

At  what  time- did  you  go  down  ? 

I  voted  the  third  day  of  polling. 

VVliat  day  of  the  week  was  that  ? 

That  was  on  the  Thursday. 

What  day  of  the  week  did  you  eo'  down 
from  London.^ 

On  the  Friday  morning  at  four  o’clock;  I 
polled  on  the  Saturday  following. 

Which  week  was  it  then  you  went  back- 
Avards  and  forwards  to  the  Hoxton  coffee¬ 
house.^ 

Idle  beginning  of  that  weeky  and  the  week 
before  that. 

You  went  constantly  you  say ?  ,  ; 

Yes. 

YV  hen  you  got  this  beer^  did  you  use  to  see 
other  people  there 
A  great  many. 

Did  you  see  the  same  people  there  very 
often,  or  only  once 

1  saw  the  same  sort  of  people  there  one  time 
and  another. 

People  that  you  know,  who  lived  in  London, 
voters  for  Coventry.? 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  the  same  men  more  thap 
once? 

Y^es. 

Y’ou  are  sure  of  that .? 

I  am  quite  sure  of  it. 
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Many  people  that  yon  knew  ? 

A  gi'eat  many;  sometimes  there  might  have 
beeii  one  hundred,  [  cannot  tdl. 

W  as  that  down  to  the"  Friday  that  you  set 
oft? 

On  the  Friday  morning  that  I  set  off  to  o-o 
to  vote,  1  was  at  the  Floxton  coffee-house  on 
the  Thursday. 

Who  did  you  vote  for? 

Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Bird. 

W  hete  did  you  go  from  on  Friday  mornings 
at  four  o’clock  ? 

From  somewhere  near  Li  tie  Britain. _ I 

went  v/ith  the  TSorthampton  coach. 

Bid  you  pay  for  this  beer? 

No;  I  had  no  money  to  pay. 

i3id  not  they  ask  you  lor  tiie  money  ? 

No, 

Did  yom-  friends  get  beef  upon  the  same 
terms  ? 

1  do  not  know  th.at  they  paid  for  it.— I  can¬ 
not  tell 


You  did  not  pay  for  vour’s  ? 

•  No. 

;-V  lien  was  the  last  time  before  vou  vrent 
down,^  (  hat  you  was  at  the  H ox  ton  coffoe- 
liouse  ? 

T fiC  day  bciOie;  1  nursday,  about  dinner 
time. 


on  filled  yourseii  prettv  well  before  you 
.‘^ctoff? 

Yes,  ]>ut  [  kept  myself  sober. 

Betvvcen  floxton  and  C.'Oventry. — I.  si.mnosf' 
you  neither  eat  nor  drank 

\  es,  1  eat  and  drank  before  I  do  ■. n  to 
Coventry.  '  ' 
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•  /  • 

« 

Did  you  take  a  place  in  the  coach  ? 

i\n  acquaintance  of  min^  took  it  for  me. 

And  having  no  money  1  suppose  an  acquain-* 
tance  paid  for  you  too? 

\  eS;,  T  borrowed  some  money. 

Now  mind  youareu[)on  your  oath_,  you  bor¬ 
rowed  money  to  pay  for  your  place  in  the 
Northampton  coach  ? 

Yes. 

You  have  paid  that  money  back  again_,  have 
vou  ?  ^ 

The  money  is  paid  back  again. 

Dow  much  did  you  borrow  ? 

I  borrowed  a  pound  to  pay  my  expences. 

Of  wliom  did  you  borrow  it  ? 

An  acquaintance  of  mine. 

Who  did  you  borrow  it  of? 

1  borrowed  it  of  one  Samuel  Jackson^  a  wea¬ 
ver. 

is  he  a  freeman  of  Coventry  ? 

Yes., 

W  as  thi§  a  pound  note  or  a  guinea? 

It  was  twenty  shillings;  in  halfpence  and 
all  amounting  to  a  pound. 

J)id  YOU  «:ive  a  note  for  this  to  Jackson  ? 

Do  knew  my  principle,  and  took  my  word;, 
he  knew  I  sh.ould  pay  him  again. 

Dow  muc’n  did  you  pa}’  for  your  fare;  did 
'  you  go  outside  or  jusidc  ? 

Outside? 

I  low  much  did  you  pay? 

I  gave  the  money  to  an  acquaintance  who 
paid  the  fare. 

You  don’t  know  wliat  v.  as  paid  for  the 
fare? 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  much. 
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Did  that  acquaintance  you  gave  the  money 
to  travel  in  the  coach  ? 

No,  he  did  not  travel  with  me. 

AVho  paid  for  the  meat  and  drink  you  had 
on  the  road  ? 

I  paid  sometimes  myself,  and  other  people 
paid  sometimes. 

Because  if  you  gave  your  acquaintance  a 
pound  you  had  no  money  ? 

I  had  the  change  out  of  the  pound  note. 

How  much  ? 

I  suppose  about  five  shillings;  I  did  not  bor¬ 
row  any  more. 

When  you  came  to  Coventry  how  did  you 
pay  for  ^mur  meat  and  drink  there  ? 

I  had  a  relation  at  Coventry  that  kept 
me. 

How  did  you  get  from  Northampton  to  Co¬ 
ventry  ? 

I  walked  to  Daventry,  and  had  a  bit  of 
supper  there  ;  and  walked  two  miles  beyond 
Dun  church  in  the  morning,  and  then  I  got  to 
Coventry. 

How  late  on  tlie  Thursday  evening  was  it 
that  you  determined  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  and 
Mr.  Moore  f 

It  was  on  Thursday  when  I  was  at  Hoxton 
coffee-house  having  a  pint  of  beer,  and  I  went 
away  the  next  morning. 

You  was  tired  of  your  good  fare 

Yes,  I  was  tired. 

Tired  of  what? 

Of  eating  and  drinking. 

And  you  went  to  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore', 
who  never  gave  a  bit  of  meat,  or  a  drop  of 
beer  to  any  of  their  voters? 

I  did  not  mind  that. 
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Did  you  like  to  go  to  people  that  gave  "you 
nothing  ? 

I  round  a  friend  in  the  city  of  Coventry,  ‘ 
Who  was  that? 

A  relation  of  mine. 

You  was  not  at  Mr.  Bird’s  house 

l^Oj  [  was  at  a  private  house.  ' 

You  did  not  see  any  of  Mr,  Bird’s  people 
there? 

No. 

You  did  not  speak  to  Mason^  or  any  person 
employed  by  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 

No.  .  , 

You  never  made  it  known  to  Mr.  Bird  and 

Mr.  Moore’s  agents,  that  you  should  vote  for 
them? 

No. 

And  who  brought  you  back  again  from  Co¬ 
ventry? 

I  came  up  in  the  Birmingham  waj^gon. 

W ho  paid  for  your  fare? 

1  paid  for  it. 

\ou  had  a  friend  in  the  city  of  Coventry 
that  lent  you  money  there  ? 

Yes. 

How  much  might  they  lend  3’ou  there? 

I  believe  1  received  two  pounds. 

From  a  friend? 

An  own  relation  of  mine  that  has  got  hun- 
dicds;  and  he  said  it  I  would  come  down 
again  he  would  give  me  more.  He  was  verv 
glad  1,0  see  me,  and  1  was  very  glad  to  see 

Who  was  your  relation  at  Coventry? 

John  Johnson.  . 

Where  does  he  live? 
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At  the  bottom  of  Gosford  Street,  near  the 
bridge. 

Withdrew. 

Adjourned  till  To-morrow  morning  Ten 
o'clock. 


Saturday  5  th  MarcJi,  180:3. 

Francis  Dickens,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Ann  lliunphr'us^  called  in  and  sworn  . 

W  Iiere  do  you  live  1. 

In  Weil  Street,  (Coventry. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Hewett,  who  keeps  the 
Eieur  de  Lis 

Perfect  well. 

Do  3^011  remember  being  there  at  the  last 
election  f 

Yes  ;  [  cooked  and  waited,  and  assisted  in 
an\'  thing  there  was  to  do  in  the  house. 

Do  you  remember  whether  a  good  many 
people  frequented  the  house  during  the  elec¬ 
tion 

■Yes. 

How  many,  and  what  description  of  people.? 

There  were  a  great  many;  I  cannot  tell 
who  they  were,  they  were  Coventry  voters,  and 
London  voters. 

At  Hewett’s 

At  Hewett’s. 

What  did  they  do  there  ? 

They  eat  and  drank,  breakfasted,  dined,  and 
supped,  many  of  them. 

The  London  voters  and  the  Coventry  voters  ? 

Yes;  from  the  beginning  of  the  election  till 
after  the  chairing. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  Alderman  Garter 
in  the  house  .? 

Very  seldom.— I  do  not  know  Alderman 
Carter,  but  I  hajd  heard  his  name. 

Do  you  know  Alderman  Williamson? 

I  do  not  know  that  I  should  know  him  j 
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there  was  a  gentleman  that  was  called  Aider- 
man  Williamson. 

Did  he  see  these  people  ? 

He  was  backwards  and  forwards  sometimes 
but  not  very  often. 

What  did  he  do  when  he  came  there  ? 

I  did  not  see  him  do  any  thing. 

Did  you  see  Alderman  Perkins  there  ? 

He  was  there  every  day ;  he  attended  there 
at  ten  o’clock. 

What  was  he  doing  ? 

I  do  not  know ;  there  was  three  rooms  kept 
for  him  and  the  gentlemen  freemen.  Mr. 
Hewett  desired  me  to  get  them  ready  by  ten 
o’clock,  his  son  was  there  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards,  mostly  every  day. 

Did  you  see  him  in  the  room  where  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  freemen  were 

Yes. 

Did  he  eat  and  drink  with  them  ? 

Mostly,  but  not  always.  i 

Where  did  he  dine  generally? 

Sometimes  in  the  parlour,  and  sometimes  up 
stairs. 

With  the  Landlord  do  you  mean  ? 

ISo,  with  the  freemen  ;  when  he  dined  up 
stairs  he  had  seldom  above  two  or  three  with 
him,  and  sometirnes'only  his  son. 

D  id  you  ever  see  him,  when  he  and  his  son 
w^ere  together,  alone  ? 

Yes.  ^ 

What  sort  of  a  room  was  it  ?  ‘ 

I  saw  him  and  his  son  wa  iting. 

Did  you  sec  that  more  than  once  ? 

Yes  •  more  than  once;  I  am  sure  I  have. 

Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Perkins  give  any  or¬ 
der  for  eating  and  drinking? 
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i 

^  es ;  he  has  ordered  me  to  fetch  liquor, 
and  I  have  handed  it  round  commonly  after 
dinner. 

What  sort  of  liquors  did  you  serve  by  his 
orders 

Sometimes  brandy  and  sometimes  gin.  I 
do  not  know  that  he  ordered  me  to  fetch  anv 
gin,  but  brandy  he  has. 

You  remember  that? 

.  Yes. 

r>o  you  know  Avhether  the  gentlemen  free¬ 
men  paid  for  what  they  had? 

I  never  saw  them  pay  for  any  thing. 

Did  you  see  them  go  away,  after  they  had 
dinner  and  drink?  '  • 

Yes. 

You  did  not  see  any  body  pay  ? 

No. 

Did  any  body  ask  them  for  pay^  ? 

No. 

How  many  do  you  think  there  might  be  ? 

I  have  waited  upon,  !•  think,  about  twent\\ 

W  as  there  dinners  every  dav  ? 

We  had  cooking  all  day,  breakfast  and  din¬ 
ner;  those  that  chose  meat  for  breakfast  had 
it,  and  those  who  chose  tea  had  it;  I  cooked 
the  meat  in  general. 

And  you  waited  upon  them  now  and  then  ? 
Yes,  very  often. 

Doyou  remember  Egglington,  of  Thurlaston, 

being  there  ? 

Y  es. 

Egglington  and  his  wife  ? 

Yes ;  they  were  there  near  a  week. 
Cross-Examined.. 

You  were  a  servant  there  ? 

Y  es. 

Hie  witness  ordered  to  withdraw. 
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l^lizabeth  GupxoeU,  called  in  and  szcorn. 

\  oil  are  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Freeman,  who 
keeps  the  Jolly  Weavers  ? 

~  Daughter  in  Law. 

You  was  there  during  the  Coventry  election  f 

Yes. 

Did  the  freemen  'of  Coventr^^  come  a  good 
deal  to  the  election  ? 

Yes. 

You  saw  the  freemen  there  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Mullis,  the  late  mayor  t 

1  do. 

Did  vou  see  him  durino:  the  election  ? 

■ '  y  es. 

During  the  time  the  poll  was  going  on  r* 

^  es.  ? 

Was  he  among  the  freemen  when” he  came 
there  ? 

Yes  ;  he  went  into  the  room  where  the  free¬ 
men  sat,  1  and  heard  him  say  he  would  never 
sell  them. 

Did  5'ou  hear  him  say-  any^  thing  else  ? 

No. 

Was  he  often  there  during  the  election  I  . 

I  never  saw  him  but  once. 

As  he  aarnc  out  of  the  parlour  did  Mr.  Free¬ 
man  appU^  to  him  for  any  directions,  or  say 
any  thing  to  him  ? 

My  father  asl:<.uJ  Mr.  Mullis  how  lie  was  to 
act ;  Mr.  Mullis  said,  never  do  you  mind,  you 
go  on  as  usual,  we  wdll  see  that  you  are  right¬ 
ed  :  ]  did  not  hear  him  say  any  thing  more. 

Did  your  father  tell  Mr.  Mullis  what  the 
freemen  liad  hadt 

He  did  not. 

[W  itness  ordered  to  withdraw.] 

A  a  a 
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• 

Mr.  Const  produced  a  suit  of  the  persons 
who  received  the  four  pounds  on  the  I7th  day 
of  October  last.  , 

•# 

Thomas  Barton  called  in  again  and  sworn. 

Members. — Are  you  a  member  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  ? 

I  am. 

I  do  not  ask  if  you  were  present  when  any 
money  was  subscribed;  but  liad  3^011  heard  of 
any  purse  being  made,  before  you  went  to  can¬ 
vas  for  voters. 

I  dkl  not. 

Upon  3’our  oath  had  you  never  heard  ofa 
purse  being  made  ? 

No. 

Have  you  never  heard  that  Captain  Barlow^ 
had  deposited  a  sum  of  money 

There  was  a  current  repiprt  that  Captain 
Barlow  would  spend  10,0001.  ^ 

I  ask  \'ou,  upon  your  oath,  have  \'ou  not 
heard,  (f  do  not  care  from  whom),  that  Capt. 
Barlow  had  subscribed  lOOOl.? 

No. 

Had  3"ou  heard  he  gave  a  note  for  lOOOl..^ 

No.. 

Have  you  never  heard  that  Mr.Woodcock 
had  discounted  a  note  for  lOOOl.  ^ 

I  never  heard  that  the  books  had  been  ex¬ 
amined  till  since  the  election. 

Did  you  know  that  the  corporation  had 
subscribed  a  sum  of  money  towards  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  election  ? 

I  have  heard  sucli  a  report,  I  do  not  know 
it. 

Did  you  hear  in  whose  hands  the  money 
was  ^ 

No. 
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Had  you  heard  that  Mr  Jeflhrys  had  sub¬ 
scribed  any  thing  towards  the  expeiices  ot  the 
election  ? 

j  understood  that  he  would  not. 

Had  you,  or  had  you  not,  heard  that  Mi. 
Jefl'erys  had  subscribed  any  thing  towards  the 
expellees  oF  the  election  t 
1  heard  say  that  be  would. 

Do  y  oil  recollect  hearing  the  sum  that  lie 

would  subscribe?  ' 

Tiiere  was  a  report  that  he  would  subscribe 

lOOOl.  .  ' 

Was  there  any  report  of  tlyat  sort  respecting 

Captain  Barlow  ? 

It  was  said  he  would  spend  10,000l.  and  that 
.he  was  a  man  of  large  fortune. 

Did  you  hear  that  Mr.  Dickens  had  paict  a 

part  of  that  sum  ? 

1  heard  of  it. 

I  ask  you,  upon  your  oath,  if  you  would  have 
incurred  the  expence  you  did  ot^  near  3001. 
unless  you  had  previously  heard  that  Captain 
Barlow"  was  a  man  of  fortune,  and  Mr.  Jeiferys 

had  subscribed  lOOOl.r 

1  certainly  would,  or  more,  in  conuc.cnce 
that'  1  should  by  somebody  be  repaid. 

Upon  your  oath,  did  not  you  rely  upon  that 
circumstance  ot  having  been  paid  tiie  ex- 
pences  at  former  elections,  as  an  assurance,  as 
ji  ground  for  belief,  that  you  would  be  paid 
tlie  expences  ot  this  election  ? 

I  did. 

You  had  acted  as  agent  upon  former  occa¬ 
sions,;  ynu  have  been  repaid  the  expences 
you  incurred;  and  upon  tliaf  you  grounded 
‘your  coiifidenecg  that  you  would  be  jiaid  for 

this? 

i  never  was  an  agent. 

A  a  a  2 
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That  you  stepped  forwards  and  c-ave  vour 
assistance  r  ^ 

Yes. 

AV  ho  repaid  you  upon  former  occasions  s' 

Ml'.  Bird’s  principal  agent. 

AV  hat  interest  aid  lic  stand  upon  at  tliat 
tune  . 

The  higli  interest. 

1  ask  you,  upon  your  oath,  did  not  vou  look  ' 
upon  t  le  gentieinen  ot  the  town,  constitutin(>'  ' 
the  corporation  and  tlie  drapers  coinpanv,  IVn' 
re|;aymeiit  ot  the  e.vpeuces  you  have  incurred 
upon  the  occasion  ? 

Ves  I  do  expect  it  ;  I  am  in  jiopes  of  it. 

i-tlemeii  Of  tlie  town,  who  support¬ 
ed  Captain  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jelferys,  came 
themselves,  and  told  you  tliey  would  not  have 
lepaid  the  \vhole  of  the  expenccs,  would  vou 
liave  incurred  tliat  cxpence? 

'^es  ;  1  would,  for  they  did  tell  me  i  sliould 
never  be  paid. 

then  they  had  said  something  to  y'ou? 

I  vT  5  * 

W  ho  were  they  ? 

Wiends;  people  that  I  had  been  in  the 
haoit  ot  conversing  with  ;  1  was  delennincd 

to  persevere,.ifit  had  been  almost  the  ruin  of 
me. 

And  you  relied  on  tlie  circumstance  that 
you  liad  been  paid  before  r 

^es;  [said  [did  not  think  thev  would  let 
be  ruined  by  mv  interference. 

Do  you  recollect  a  Mr.  Clarke,  who  lives  in 
A  [dorm  an  bury  ? 

^  cs. 

ijc  managed  the  London  votes.? 

\  es. 

1  lave  you  any  doubt  about  it  r 
1  have  ('.card  say  so. 
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Have  you  heard  him  say  so  ? 

No  ; '  1  have  had  no  communication  with 
^Ir.  Clarke  at  alL 

You  never  was  at  his  house  during  the  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

'  I  was  once. 

What  brought  you  there  then  ? 

I  was  going  to  Coventry,  and  I  asked  if  he 
had  any  letter  to  send. 

You  was  not  going  to  Portsmouth,  was  you  ? 
No. 

Did  you  intend  to  go  to  Portsmouth  ^ 

No.  ^  I 

Did  you  ever  apply  to  him  for  money  to 

go  to  Portsmouth  ?  ’ 

Never,  for  a  farthing. 

Upon  that,  or  any  other  occasion  ? 

No  ;  nor  any  other  person. 

Do  you  know  Thomas  Orton  ? 

I  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Orton. 

Living  in  Spital  Fields  ? 

I  do  not  know  him. 

He  is  a  Coventry  man,  not  a  freemen  ? 

I  do  not  know  him. 

A  person  who  acted  40  collect  London 
voters,  in  tlie  interest  of  Messrs.  Barlow  and 

JelFerys?  ^  ^  ' 

No  ;  I  do  not  know  the  man  ;  if  1  was  so  see 
him,  1  might  know  him  ;  but  I  do  not  know 
tiiat  [  v'^ver  saw  him. 

Did  Mr.  Clarke  say  any  thing  to  you  about 
a  formerelection  costing  agreatdcal  of  money  ? 
No;  f  never  was  in  his^  bouse  but  once. 

])id  lie  say  any  thing  about  the  election? 

1  don’t  recollect  that  he  did;  it  rained  hard, 
and  1  went  to  borrow  an  umbrella. 

You  had  some  previous  acquaintance  with 

him  tlien? 


A  a  a  3 
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^cs;  [  knew  him  very  we]]. — I  never  had 
any  transactions  with  him. 

])uring  the  time  you  went  to  borrow  an  um- 
bielia,  had  you  any  conversation  with  him.— 
It  was  during  the  eiectiori? 

It  was.  * 

And  you  was  going  to  Coventrv? 
to  cCnu? f 

the  el‘tL°n  I’i™  about 

Not  that  I  reco]]ect.  ’  ' 

ponstoi;?;] 

I  am  sure  1  liad  not. 

tiJ  *“>'  “p““*  of 

I  don’t  recollect  that  he  did. 

Will  you  say  that  he  did  not  ? 

I  don’t  remember  it,  lor  I  did  not  enter  into 
any  discourse  witli  him. 

Did  you  see  Butler  at  Mr.  Clarke’s.? 

1  es;  1  saw  a  .boy. 

Did  you  see  Whitwell  .? 

I  think  the  boy  rose  to  run  up  to 
tlimk  he  ran  up  to  me  in  the  street. 

M  as  3'ou  near  Aldermanbury  when  you 
W'anted  an  umbrella.?  ^ 

\cs,  I  think  1  was  at  the  Swan  with  two 
iNccks. 

1  hen  you  went  to  Clarke’s  to  borrow  an  um¬ 
brella  .? 

Yes;  my  davigliter  was  with  me,  and  we 
Imd  not  an  opportunity  of  sending  it  back,  and 
slie  took  it  down  to  Coventry. 

Had  Mr.  Clarke  the  management  of  tlu' 
l.ondou  votes .? 
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I  have  heard  say  so. 

Of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

No ;  I  have  heard  people  say  that  tlr^ 
went  to  Mr.  Clarke’s,  and  he  would  not  give 
them  any  thing,  and  they  had  gone  to  pawn 
•their  clothes  to  come  down. 

You  did  hear  that  people  went  to  him  for 
directions  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  about  the  Hoxton 
coffee-house  ^ 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Clarke  giving  any  directions  to  Mr.  Jones 
the  master  of  that  house  ? 

No. 

W as  you  ever  there  yourself  ^ 

Never  but  once. 

What  did  you  see  there  ? 

I  went  there  to  look  for  freemen,  and  when 
I  went  I  did  not  find  anv  botlv. 

Will  you  swear  you  do  rfot  know  that  Mr. 
Clarke  was  an  active  person  in  sending  down 
the  votes  to  Coventry  ? 

J  know  nothing  but  by  report. 

Question  repeated. 

I  do  not  know  that  he  was. 

Will  you  swear  you  did  not  know  that  he 
was  ? 

I  cannot  swear  to  it. 

Did  you  pick  up  any  votes  yourself  in  Lon¬ 
don  when  you  came  from  Coventry  ? 

Yes;  may  be  thirty  or  more. 

Did  you  bring  them  to  the  Hoxton  coffee¬ 
house  ? 

No;  I  never  took  them  to  the  Hoxton  cof¬ 
fee-house  in  my  life;  I  took  them  to  tlie 
coaches. 

« 
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Dill  you  take  them  to  Mr.  Clarke’s  ? 

Never. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Clarke 
about  going  to  Portsmouth  ^ 

Never. 

'  Did  you  never  ask  him  for  any  monev^  to 
go  to  Portsmouth? 

Never. 

The  evidence  of  Orton  read  to  the  witness. 
Mr.  Clarke  did  not  tell  you  it  might  cost 
the  gentlemen  as  much  as  it  did  upon  a  for¬ 
mer  election — ^Ten  thousand  pounds  ? 

Never. — I  never  had  any  intention  of  going 
to  Portsmouth — I  never  had  any  conversa¬ 
tion  with  him  about  it.  I  posted  it  seven  or 
eight  nights,  and  never  was  in  bed,  and  did 
not  get  to  Coventry  time  enough  to  poll  my¬ 
self  ;  the  election  was  over. 

When  did  you  first  hear  that  the  corpora¬ 
tion  had  subscribed  to  pay  the  expences  of  the 
election  ?  ‘ 

Mr.  Jeffeiws  put  in  an  advertisement  that 
he  declined  coming,  as  his  affairs  would  not 
admit  of  it,  and  the  gentlemen  opened  a  sub¬ 
scription. 

1  am  talking  of  the  corporation:  when  did 
you  hear  that  the  co'rporation  had  subscribed 
any  money  towards  the  election  ? 

1  never  heard  them  say  any  thing  about  it.— - 
[  have  heard  that  the  corporation  meant  to 
subscribe  some  thing. 

When  a  subscription  of  money  is  made,  is 
there  not  a  council  called  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  whether  there  was  a  corpora¬ 
tion  council  called  for  that  purpose  ? 

1  never  heard  that  there  was.. 
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Mas  the  mayor  power  to  subscribe  money 
out  of  tlie  fund  of  the  corporation  i 

The  gifts  of  the  corporation  the}/^  cannot — 
but  their  own  private  estates  they  can  dispose 
of;  and  they  never  ask  us  what  they  shall  do 
with  it. 

Wiio  do  you  mean  by  they  ? 

'^rhe  mavor  and  aldermen. 

\ou  admit  that  vou  was  very  active! v  em- 
ployed  during  tlie  election  i* 
es. 

*  •# 

\  ou  had  heard  that  ]Mr.  Clarke  was  active 


too,  in  procuring  the  London  votes  ? 

Yes.  • 

You  was  in  London  in  a  course  of  looking 
after  votes  during  the  election  r 


es. 


flow  was  it  that  you  had  no  conversation 
with  him  about  the  election?  - 

I  did  not  think  him  a  fit  man  for  an  elcc- 
tionary  purpose. 

How  long  did  you  stay  in  London? 

1  don’t  recollect  1  ever  was  in  London  two 
days  together;  when  I  got  a  number  of  votes 
i  took  them  down_,  and  came  up  again. 

'  J)id  you  want  money  during  the  election? 

]  did  not. 


Had  you  any  private  banker  of  your  own 
to  whom  you  might  have  applied  for  money 
if  you  had  wmnted  it  in  London  ? 

No;  1  had  many  acc|uaintances  in  London^ 
that  I  dare  say  I  could  have  had  the  loan  of 
twenty  or  thirty  pounds  at  any  time. 

The  witness  ordered  to  witlidraw. 

Mr.  Shore  proposed  adding  to  the  poll  the 
names  of  three  persons  called  in  Coventry 
iiiush  rooms. 

And  first  Thomas  Fitch. 
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Thomas  Fitch^  called  in  and  sworn. 

Was  you  at  the  last  election  at  Coventry  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  oder  to  poll? 

1  did. 

AVas  your  name  taken  down  ? 

IS^o;  they  objected  to  it — they  said  I  never 
was  enrolled. — I  went  up  the  fane,  which  is 
usual,  ior  JNlr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore  ;  they  had 
two  lanes. 

J)id  you  go  up  that  lane  with  a  view  of  giv- 
ing  your  vote  to  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore 

AY^s. 

Did  you  ever  vote  in  Coventry  before  ^ 

^  es,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eight^g  at  the  time  1  was  made  free. 
1  have  been  down  twice  ;  1  went  down  iii  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
lour ;  and  the  election  was  over  when  .1  got 
there. — 1  was  applied  to  go  down  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety;  "and 
news  came  wlien  I  was  at  the  inn,  to  set  off, 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  any  further  as¬ 
sistance. 

AA^ho  sent  you  down  in  one  thousand,  seven 
Inindred  and  ninety 

I  went  down  in  the  corporation  interest. 

AA^ho  did  you  vote  for  in  one  thou.sand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty 

Mr.  Ilallifax  and  Mr.  Rogers. 

'  Cross  examined. 

Your  vote  was  struck  off  bv  the  committee.^ 

Yes. 

Do  you  know  why  you  was  struck  off? 

It  was  reported  that  it  was  on  account  of 
being  sworn  after  the  writs  were  out. 

The  entry  on  the  pojl  book  read. 
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Thomas  Fitch  rejected  as  a  mushroom. 

The  enrollment  stamp  referred  to,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  on  the  twenty- fourth 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  mid  eighty- 
four,  Thomas  Fitch  was  dishanchised  y  is 
own  consent;  and  also  that  a  numbei  o  ot  ler 
persons  appeared  upon  the  same  loll  to  c  c  is 
franchised  by  their  own  consent. 

Thomas  Fitch  was  called  for  the  purpose  of 
.shewing  that  he  did  not  consent  to  his  dis¬ 
franchisement. 

Did  you  ever  consent  to  be  disfranchised 
from  your  freedom  of  Coventry  subsequent  to 

the  year  1780? 

Question  objected  to. 

The  Court  deared.  . 

The  Committee  deliberate. 

Determined— That  the  question  cannot  be 

put  to  the  witness.  ,  .  ,  , 

The  Court  summed  up  the  evidence  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  petitioners.  ^ 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning, Ten  o  clock. 


I 
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Monday,  March  7,  J803. 
Francis  Dickens,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

James  Sinclair,  called  in  and $zv or n. 

Are  you  a  barrister  ? 

1  am  ti  barrister  at  law. 

SeiVv't-  at  law  ? 

i^caiij^  two  years. 

You  were  at  Coventry  at  the  last  election  .? 

•1-  *»  <XS • 

of  "'Pm  r  ^Pn  7®“'-  I''""'",’  ‘"'I' 

or  as  i\Ji.  barlow  s  brother  ? 

m  Jfor7T“!l  Coventry  took 

t^bi  b  Y.  ’®'’' T'"f  u«tlerstobl  me 

te  be  so,  I  never  declared  myself  his  brother  • 

I  nas  an  intimate  (ricnd  of  Captain  Barlow’s’ 

y  any  time  during  the  election,  did  vou’ 

vo-teV'^”^'  Pei'son  respecting-his 

No  promise  whatever  to  any  man 
Did  you  at  any  time,  shew  to  any  man  at  Co  ' 
ventry,  ten  guineas,  to  induce  him  to  t  ve  ; 
vote  at  that  election  ?  * 

Not  a  Sixpence  ;  or  any  sum  of  money. 

Jc  3 on  c\(i  give  any  man  ten  guineas  or 

tliii  etetion  r 

iV'Ot  any  sum  of  money, 

Examined. 

Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Oiigh- 

f  do  not  recollect  h' 
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Hall,  and  1  should  not  have  known  him  it  he 

bad  not  told  me  his  name.  l.ovmo- 

And  perhaps  you  do  not  recollect  liaMn^ 

seen  him  at  Coventry  ?  lUpip 

■Ido  not  recollect  having  seen  him  Iheie. 

You  saw  a  great  number  of  men  ol  that  dc- 

^“Sri'smrrslt  number  I  should  not 

“£“:--emember  the  Wednesday  befoi. 

the  Saturday,  on  which  the  poll  ‘;“d,^Xon 
ino-  any  persons  in  the  moinmg,  t|  o 

bemg  one  of  them,  do  you  recollect  meeting 

‘"'lhave°no  recollection  of  it,  I  met  a  great 

""j3o  you\-ec6llect  going  down  the  lane  and 
speaking  with  any  man  ? 

Cm  you  venture  to  state  you  did  not  ? 

ft  is  possible,  but!  do  not  recollect  it;  I 

*'*^1 ’do  not  k'now  whether  you  had  an  oPPo'^t"- 
rity  of  being  at  any  public  houses  wlieie  tlic 

"ITa'rat  'some  bouses,,  I  shook  bands  with 

some  out-voters  that  came 

whom  1  understand  came  to  vote  foi  Mi.  13<,i 

O  W  I  solicited  Ins  friends  tor  Inin. 

And  among  tlie  rest  went  to  Ins  house  to 

keep  them  in  good  humour  ? 

\Ks  ;  inst  so.-I  am  a  perfect  stranger  m  Co- 
jLl  was  chiefly  at  the  King  s  Head, 
•u."  the  White  Bear,  rviicre  the  London  volers 
‘  iierally  come;  wlien  they  came,  I  gcneially 
sooke  wi'th  them,  and  solicited  tiicm  for  their 

interest  for  Captain  Barlow. 

B  0  h 


ii''  I  \.  f 


IS 
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Bid  you  ever  in  the  name  of  Captain  Barlow 
gjveciny  orders  lor  their,  accommodation  ^ 

-IN  one. 

W^eie  you  ever  present  when  any  orders 
i^eie  gi  ven  by  Captain  Barlow  or  Mr.  Jeiferys 

\V  ^;^ew  him  give  any  orders. 

thoi'time'f""  " 

Head,  and  the  White 
Beai  dinner,  I  dined  with  the  friends  of  Cap- 
tain  Bai  low,  generally  every  day.  ^ 

ilie  witness  ordered"  to  withdraw  ? 

1'kancis  Oughton,  ca/led  i,i  and  sworn.' 

ele^tfon  T"  “  ^t  the  last 

Yes. 

Who  did  you  poll  for  at  the  that  election? 
Cajitain  Barlow  and  Mr,  Jefferys. 

Bo  you  recollect  what  day  you  polled  ? 

vvlitch.'"'  or  Friday,  I  cannot  .say 

The  last  Thursday  or  Friday  of  the  poll .? 

I  es.  ^ 

'  gentleman  who  passed  fot 

Captain  Barlow  s  brother  ?  ‘  ^ 

\  es. 

Bo  you  know  Joseph  Kirkland  ? 

Yes. 

Did  you  do  business  for  him  ever  ? 
i  hgve  taken  out  a  barrel  of  oysters  for  him 

wnh”  ■■"ly  conversation 

with  a  gentleman  they  called  Captain  Barlow’s  ' 

hi  other,  shortly  betore  you  polled,  or  any  dav 
during  the  poll  ?  ^  ^  J  '-'-‘v 

f  do  not. 

Old  you  any  day  during  the  poll,  sec  liiia- 
,witn  any  money  in  his  hand  > 
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T^evcr,. 

Did  he  at  any  time  during  the  poll,  offer- 
yon  any  money,  or  shew  you  anyy  money  ? 

No  ;  I  never  saw  any  at  all. 

Did  he  ever  at  any  time,  offer  you  ten  giu- 

neas  ? 

He  did  not. 

Do  you  know  if  you  were  possessed  ot  ten 

guineas  in  goldy  at  any  time  during  the  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

1  was  not.  '  . 

On  any  day  during  that  election^  did  you 

brine;  any  ffold  in  your  hand^  and  shew  it  to 
Kirkland  ?  ' 

No ;  I  did  not.  .  t.  i  • 

l)id  you  on  any  day  during  that  election,,,  or- 

any  time,  shew  any  money  to  Kirkland,  as  mo— 

*  ney  you  had  received  for  youi  vote  ? 

1  never  did. 

Cross  examined.  ^  _ 

Do  you  know  Kirkland,  what  is  he? 

A  fishmon 

What  do  you  mean  by  taking  out  a  bane!  ot 
oysters  ;  hav^e  you  done  it  for  him  as  a  servant, 

or  as  a  triend  ? 

He  is  a  friend. 

He  never  employed  you  to  do  it  ? 

No  ;  he  might  have  given  me  half  a  pint  of 

al  e . 

Never  employed  you  to  work  for  him  ? 

He  lias  before  now  given  me  a  sixpence  now. 

and  then.  p  i 

You  have  worked  for  him  ? 

Yes. 

Then  you  are  a  person  he  sometimes  em¬ 
ployed  to  do  little  offices  for  him,  and  he  paid 
you  for  so  doing  ? 

Yes  •  when  1  had  done  my  own  work  I  went 
to” his  house,  and  if  a  gentleman  came  with  au, 
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order,  and  there  was  nobody  to  take  it  out  for 
him,  I  did  it* 

W^as  it  not  the  constant  habit  for  you  to  do 
that  tor  hinij  to  do  that  for  him  what  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  doing  himselfj  carry- 
.ing  out  goods  ?  ^ 

He  never  sent  for  me. 

Hid  you  not  go  for  the  purpose  of  beinp-  so 
employed  ?  '  ^ 

No^  I  did  not  go  on  purpose;  only  to  eall 
upon  him  and  see  him. 

Did  you  frequently  go  to  his  house  to  se6 
him  ? 

A^o. 

Every  day  ? 

No. 


How  many  times  a  week  might  you  have 
gone  for  the  last  month  ? 

1  eihaps  not  once  in  a  week  ;  sometimes 
once^  and  sometimes  not  at  all. 

Not  more  than  once  a  week  ? 

s()metimes  twice  or  three  times. 

A  hen  3^ou  did  go  that  was  your  employment  ? 

No;  I  was  never  employed  for  that. 

What  business  are  you  ? 

A  cordwainer. 

Do  remember  the  time  of  the  polliiiff  at  tlie 
last  election  \  . 


\  cs. 


Do  you  remember  seeing  Kirkland  at  any 

TIP  /  nrnire  t  - 1 


time  during  that  election? 
i  saw  him  at  his  house. 

Only  at  Iiis  house? 
r  saw  him  at  his  house, 
that  I  knovv  of. 

DtM’Oii  recollect  the  Wednesday  before  the 
Nc'ihold f  '>>e  tloor  of  William, 


and  no  where  else 


?iiA^’cis  oughton’s  examination,  481 
I  do  not. 

You  were  not  at  Newbold’s  door  at  alt  r 
No. 

Do  you  know  Newbold  ? 

Yes. 

You  was  not  there  conversing  with  Kirk¬ 
land  ? 

No. 

Had  you^  during  the  poll,  any  conversation 
with  Kirkland  about  the  election  r 
Yes;  several  times. 

Where  did  conversations  chiefly  take  placer 
At  his  own  house. 

Then  you  was  there  several  times  during  the 
poll? 

Yes  ;  1  think  I  was ' 

How  many  times  do  you  think  ? 

I  cannot  justly  say ;  sometimes  once  or 
twice,  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

Not  more  than  that  ? 

No. 

You  conversed  with  him  several  times;  what 
■do  you  mean  by  several,  once  or  twice  only  ? 
Yes. 

Did  you  ever  ask  Kirkland  who  he  should 
uoll  for  ? 

He  is  not  a  freeman. 

Did  you  ever  ask  him  ^ 

No;  he  is  not  a  ireemixn. 

1  ask  you  upon  your  oath,  whether  you  did 
or  not  ask  him,  though  he  is  not  a  freeman 
No  ;  J  did  not. 

That  never  happened  ? 

It  never  happened. 

You  never  said  if  you  had  been  a  freeman, 
this  is  the  time  to  make  your  money ;  or  words 
to  that  effect 

I  do  not  recollect. 


c  c  c 
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Did  you  not  say,  what  a  pity  it  is,  now  is  the  , 
time  to  make  your  money,  or  to  that  effect ; 
will  you  swear  you  did  not? 

IS'o;  I  will  not  swear  that  I  did  not. 

Then  for  any  thing  that  you  remember,  you 
might  have  said  so  ? 

1  cannot  say. 

Question  repeated. 

I  might ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  did. 

That  may  bring  to  your  mind,  perhaps,  the 
circumstances  that  took  place  at  JS'ewbold’s 
door  ? 


No;  itd  oes  not. 

Was  you  not  atNew’bold's  door  on  theThurs- ' 
day  proceeding  the  Saturday*  that  the  poll 
finished  ? 

1  was  not. 

Was  you  at  Newbold’s  door  wdth  Kirkland, 
when  a  gentleman  came  up  to  you,  .and  de¬ 
sired  to  speak  to  you  about  the  election  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  of  the  poll  ? 

No. 

You  polled  on  the  Thursday  or  Friday  ? 

Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  which  ? 

No, 


le  lane  where  they 
you  polled 

That  vou  are  sure  of  ? 

Yes. 

Had  you  not  eleven  guineas  during  the  time 
of  the  poll  ? 

No. 

t 

Never  was  possessed  of  ten  guineas 
No. 

Did  you  ever  at  Kirland’s  during  the  time  of 
the  poll,  take  out  any  money,  amrshcw  him  ? 


Did  you  ever  go  up  to  f 
polled  from,  before  the  day 
No. 


No. 

t 

\ oil  never  shewed  him  any  money? 

Never. 

That  yon  swear  ? 

Yes. 

AY  ho  asked  you  to  poll  for  Barlow  and  Jef- 
I'erys  ;  who  applied  to  you  ? 

Nobody  applied  to  ine_,  I  went  voluntarily. 
That  you  swear  to^  that  nobody  asked  you 
for  3"oiir  vote  ? 

No  ;  neither  of  the  members. 

Did  any  body  ever  ask  you  of  any  descrip¬ 
tion  r 
No. 

You  never  was  asked  for  your  vote  ? 

No  ;  I  gave  my  vote  voluntarily. 

YYas  you  ever  asked  for  your  vote  during  that 

£?lectio»}  ? 

Never. 

Nobody  ever  solicited  you  ? 

Nobody  ever  solicited  me. 

Did  you  know  Captain  Barlow  before  ? 

No,  I  did  not ;  I  saw  him  in  the  street,  or 
the  booth. 

You  voted  for  him? 

Yes. 

YA^hat  induced  you  to  vote  for  Captain  Bar- 
low  ? 

I  had  no  inducement  at  all,  I  volunteered 
it  ? 

AA^hat  was  your  reason  for  voting  for  him  ? 

I  had  no  view  at  all. 

Had  you  no  reason  for  voting  for  one  rnore 
than  another  ? 

No. 

Had  you  any  reason  whatever? 

No. 

Y'ou  never  was  asked  by  any  body  to  vote ; 

c  c  c  2 


484  EDW.  I.  PIERCY’s  EXAMINATION. 

and  you  went  voluntarily  the  last  day  hut  one 
to  vote? 

■^7" 

1  es. 

Members: — Do  you  keep  a  shop  as  a  shoe¬ 
maker? 

No^  I  do  not  keep  a  shop^  I  do  bespoke 
work. 

You  arc  a  journeyman  shoe-maker  then  ? 

No ;  when  a  gentleman  gives  me  an  order 
I  execute  it. 

How  long  have  you  known  Kirkland  ? 

About  a  dozen  years. 

What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  with  respect  to 
character  ? 

1  cannot  say  ;  he  bears  a  pretty  good  cha-' 
racter_,  1  believe. 

Does  he  bear  a  good  or  bad  character  ? 

A  verv  irood  character,  I  believe. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  rejections  cast  upoii 
his  character  ? 

Yesj  some  call  him  a  jipper,  and  some 
one  thing  and  some  another. 

W  hat  do  you  call  a  jipper  ? 

Tl’aking  peopleNin. 

W  i  t  n  ess  with d  re  w . 

Edmund  Wm.  Pierce/,  caUed  hi  and  sreorn,. 

1  believe  you  arc  a  silk-man,  at  Coventry  ? 

1  am. 

You  were  a  warm  friend,  I  believe,  of  Cap t, 
Barlow  and  Mr.  jetferys  ? 

i  was  a  (f.'cided  friend,  certainly. 

Were  you  at  tlie  W' hite  B>ear,  on  the  Thurs¬ 
day,  I  think,  of  the  election,  when  a  chaise 
came  from  JiCicester? 

I  was  at  tfie  White  Bear  every  day,  during 
llie  {'Uciion. 
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Do  you  recollect  a  chaise  cominir  into  the 
yard,  whicl)  brought  Svvaine  with  some  other 
voters  from  Leicester  ^ 

I  recollect  a  chaise  cominir  with  Leiceker 
voters. 

Did  you,  upon  hearing  a  chaise  arrive,  go 
down  r  ® 

I  did  very  soon  after;  but  not  immediatel\\ 

At  the  time  you  heard  the  chaise  arrive  and" 
went  down,  where  was  Capt.  Barlow  ? 

In'  the  room  where  we  usually  dined  ;  when 
tlie  chaise  first  arrived,  1  was  finishing  reading 
to  Capt.  Barlow,  the  speeches  of  Mr  Bird  an5 
Mr.  Moore,  which  I  had  taken  down  ;  and  as 
soon  as  I  had  finished  the  speeches  I  ran 
down  stairs  to  see  who  were  come  in  the  chaise 

l)id  Captain  .Barlow  follow  you,  or  remaiii 
behind  ? 

Pie  remained  behind. 

Did  yon  see  who  were  the  persons  wlio  ar- 
rived  in  that  Chaise  ? 

No;  I  cannot  speak  positively-  to  the  persons 
of  the  men  ;  1  am  sure  Swaine  was  one^  from 
seeing  him  afterv/ards. 

Before  you  saw  iiim,  had  Captain  Barlow 
come  down  stairs  at  all 

Ceitainly  not;  when  I  went  down  stairs 
1  met  the  chaise  in  which  these  voters  h  id 
come,  going  down  tlie  jard;  I  turned  to  die 
left  and  saw  the  men  that  they  told  me 
weie  the  voters  with  a  m?tn  of  the  name  of  ' 
Pickard  and  Matson;  of  them  I  enquired 
where  the  voters  had  come  from,  thev  ‘•••lid 
from  Leicester;  I  asked  them  how  many^a 
number,  and  they  said  four:  tliat  was  the 
whole  that  passed  ;  then  upon  this,  [  went  back 
to  the  room  which  1  had  before  left,  to  com- 

c  c  c  S' 
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municate  to  Cajitaiii  Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys^ 
and  their  friends,  that  four  voters  had  come 
iiom  Leicester,  and  then  sat  down  to  dinner^ 
and  heard  no  more  of  these  Leicester  voters- 
for  an  liour  or  an  hour  and  a  half.  ' 

Lad  Cap  tain  Barlow  remained  in  the  room 
all  that  time  ? 

^  es  ;  1  sat  very  near  him,  held  conversation 
with  him,  and  he  asked  me  who  tlie  persons 
were  that  came  in  the  chaise;  I  told  him  I 
did  not  know  who  they  were,  but  1  understood 
thev  w'ere  four  voters  iVom  Leicester. 

\V  hen  did  you  afteiwvards  see  him 

In  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  an  half,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  Matson  came 
into  t lie  room. 

In  con-sequence  of  what  Marson  said,  did 
you  go  and  see  Swaine? 

1  did. 

AVhen  you  saw  Swaine, in  what  state  was  he. ^ 

liew  as  certainly  drunk, as  far  as  my  sense  of 
drunkeness  goes  ;  it  wms  with  vast  diftieulty  he 
could  articulate,  and  wnis  then  drinking  ;  I  said 
the  w  ife  of  Swaine  was  come  for  the  purpose  of 
takin<i  him  away  ;  and  it  was  evident  that  she 
appeared  to  be  contrary  to  our  interest ;  and  1 
said  to  him,  come  iny  good  feilowg  you  are  for 
Barlow  and  Jefferys..  He  called  out  loudly,  that 
he  was,  as  well  as  he  could  articulate  ;  he  had 
some  brandy  and  water,  and  drank  Barlow  and 
Jefferys. 

Did  you  keep  him  in  sight  till  you  left  the 
inn .? 

i\o. 

Was  the  wife  there  when  you  first  saw  him  ? 

Yes;  when  1  first  saw  him  in  t  he  room,  I 
said  my  good  woman  you  see  the  state  in,, 
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which  he  is,  vou  had  better  not  take  him  away 
for  liere  is  a'aood  bed  we  were  then  m  a 
-  good  bed-room,  I  said  you  I'j'd  better  sleep 
here  ;  slie  tlieii  said,  no  you  shall  not  bottle 
inv  husband  up.  1  said  no  my  good  woman, 
we  have  no  such  idea:  then  he  drank^asain. 
Finding  I  bad  little  or  no  influence 'i.pon 
the  woman  to  prevail  upon  her  to  stay,  1  wen 
out  and  returned  to  the  room  winch 
first  stated  to  you, 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Carter  at  all .  PiUp, 

1  saw  Mr.  Carter  as  I  was  coming  out  ot  the 
bed-room  that  I  have  describe  .  i  . 

Carter  going  into  the  room,  I  met  hi.n  m  t 
passage.,  between  the  two  rooms,  ‘tnd  thei 
fore  i  cannot  say  where  he  was  go‘“o>  * 

was  coming  from %he  room  in  which  we  had 

dined,  to  which  I  returned.  •  ^ 

Did  you  see  whether  he  went  to  Swaine 

not  ? 

I  cannot  speak  to  that  ' 

Did  you  see  Swaine  come  along  . 

1  did  not;  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  more  of 
Swaine  afterwards ;  then  the  same  man  1  la  sai 
the  woman  is  taking  him  away,  said  tne  man 

HVme  Pickard  and  M arson  with  him  all  this 

time 

You  are  sure  Captain  Barlow  did  not  go 
down  to  him,  when  the  chaise  came  in  . 

T  left  him  in  the  room,  and  found  him  theie 

when  i  came  hack.  i 

Did  the  man,  while  you  were  with  him, 

shew  the  least  disinclination  to  vote  lor  Capt. 

Barlow  and  Mr.  Jefferys? 

Certainly  not;  as  well  as  a  man  in  his  state 

could  articulate;  every  time  he  drank,  he 
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.he  heiild.  of  Captain  Barloiv  and  Mr. 
time  did  tliey  arrive  ?  ‘ 

best  ‘he 

®‘"'e  of  tSat? 

of  the  eleciior  -7  Part 

oath“^4T'it‘'not'aftw  sfx^  "P°" 

mistaken  in  that  ?  >— may  you  not  be 

the  time^oV  tile  close^oftIien*'il''r  for 

were^  andT  r an^  Mr‘ 

the^u^ial  ho^r  of  di^lnlwt^vl'""' 
Gen«aairyVboI,l'’ three  r^fthink  •  ’ 

PonPboHiidrebe  '^"'/‘he 

-1  oo  not.  ‘ 

»™,a  S”  "4",'  ■"“  •'»  poll  co,n- 

r  tnink  nine  o’cloek. 

^re  yon  sure  it  was  not  ten? 

cannot  be  sure,  I  think  it  was  nine 

I'Shl:"-"”!-"--" 

ooii4vs.S; ‘!;r“.'':c  l■”"'"ll « '«■. 

poji  close .?  ^  ‘  hour  Would  the 

;"w5.i';:';;  Sdryitj,-"'  «f 
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been  reading  to  the  company  those  speeches, 
if- the  poll  did  not  close  till  five,  what  time 
inio;ht  it  be  when  the  chaise  arrived  ? 

After  taking  down  the  speeches  1  went  and 
read  them  ;  and  to  the  best  of  my  recoUection 
it  was  not  six  ;  1  am  not  sure  whether  I  read 
both  the  speeches,  or  whether  I  had  read  only 
one,  or  owe  and  a  part  of  the  other. 

You  said  before,  you  stopped  to  finish  be¬ 
fore  you  went  down  ? 

1  cannot  recollect  whether  I  stopped  to 
finish  both,  or  whether  it  was  only  one  I 
stopped  to  finish. 

The  wife  of  Swaine  was  there  when  you  first 
vrent  into  the  room  ? 

Yes. 

^Vas  the  woman  sober  ? 

Yes.  ^ 

Yr  the  lECiE  SO  drunk  as  not  to  understand 
you,  when  you  asked  him  about  polling  ? 
fie  was  not  so  drunk  as  that  certainly. 

Then  yon  think  the  application  you  made  to 
m  c,  to  "poll  for  these  two  gentlemen,  he  was 
led  to  understand? 

No  doubt  of  it, 

Did  you  see  any  supper  going  on  at  that 

house  ?  _  1  .  T 

I  do  not  recollect  seeing  any  thing  but 

drinking. 

Was  that  in  the  bed  room  ? 

Yes.  '' 

Who  were  in  the  bed-room  besides  ? 

A  man  of  the  name  of  Pickard,  and  a  man 
whoie  name  1  have  since  understood  is  Mar- 

son. 

\Yas  any  body  else  there? 

Yes  j  Mr.  Vale  was  there  1  cannot  vecol- 
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lect  any  body  else  it  was  a  very  small  room, 
Inow  Zfn!‘  ^ 

alUl'aseStSt^V?^''^ 

Yes. 

After  you  had  left  that  room' and  gone  into 
the  dinner  room,  from  whence  you  found  Mr 
Caitei  coming  out,  do  you  know  what  nassed 
benveen  Mr.  Carter  and  this  man  ?  ^ 

jNo;  I  do  not  know. 

Tlie  witness  ordered  to  withdraw  ? 

Oeo7 ge  Marson  called  in  and  szcorn. 

^  on  aie  a  voter  for  Covi^ntry  ? 

I  es. 

Yes. 

_  Do  you  recollect  a  chaise  coming  in  from 
Leicester?  ® 

Yes. 

Was  it  the  first  day  that  Swaine  came  ? 

wil  not  be  positive,  it  was  on  the  Thurs- 
day,  I  believe. 

Did  you  see  the  chaise  door  opened  .? 

^  ou  know  Captain  Barlow  very  well 
I  es,  I  do. 

^Vas  Captain  Barlow  at  the  door  when  the 
cliaise  door  was  opened 
No. 

W'erc  yon  by  wl.en  Swaine  came  out? 
i  was. 

I)id  you  sec  what  room  he  went  into  ? 

1  d  1  d . 

^Vas  jjc  at  all  out  of  yonr  sight,  from  tint 


OEORGE  MAUSON*S  EXAMINATION.  4^1 

time  of  his  getting  out  of  the  chaise  till  he  got 
into  the  loom  ? 

No. 

During  that  time  was  Captain  Barlow  near 
him,  or  speaking  with  him? 

No;  not  during  that  time. 

Did  you  keep  company  with  him  during  the 
whole  time  he  Staid  in  the  inn  ? 

Yes;  I  was  never  out  of  his  company  any 
further  than  going  out  into  the  yard  once ; 
and  then  I  suppose  not  more  than  two  mi¬ 
nutes. 

During  that  time  did  you  see  Mr.  Carter 
the  attorney  ? 

I  did. 

Did  Mr.  Carter  come  to  him,  or  speak  to 
him  ? 

Yes;  on  the  landing  of  the  stairs. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Carter  all  the  time  he  was 
with  Swaine  ^ 

I  did. 

Dow  long  might  he  be  with  Swaine  alto¬ 
gether  ? 

It  might  he  three  or  four  minutes  ;  I  should 
think  no  further  than  shaking  hands,  and  he 
wished  him  to  go  home  as  he  was  intoxicated 
with  liquor. 

If  Mr.  Carter  had  retired  into  a  room  with 
him,  must  you  have  observed  it  ^ 

I  must. 

Did  they  go  into  another  room,  apart  from 
other  company.^ 

No. 

When  you  had  them  in  sight,  did  Mr.  Car¬ 
ter  make  him  any  offer  of  money  ^ 

No. 

.  Nor  produced  any  money  to  him  ? 
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No_,  he  did  not. 

If  lie  liad^  must  you  have  seen  him  ? 

I  must  have  seen  him. 

as  his  wife  by  at  the  time  he  was  on  the 
landing  place  ^ 

She  was. 

AV  as  this;man  drunl<  or  sober  r 
He  was  very  much  intoxicated. 

^  as  he  able  to  walk  very  well  ? 

"He  did  not  walk  very  well ;  for  I  assisted  him 
clown  stairs  under  the  arm. 

Did  any  body  lend  him  any  assistance  to  sro 
clown  beside  yourself?  * 

Yes;  William  Pickard.  • 

^  Was  that  necessary  from  the  state  he  was 
in  ? 

It  was. 

-Did  his  liquor  affect  him  in  any  way  ? 

Yes  ;  he  vomited  in  the  passage  upon  the 
landing  of  the  stairs. 

Was  that  in  the  presence  of  his  ivife  ^ 

Yes. 


She  must  have  seen  it  ? 

Yes  ;  she  must  have  seen  it. 

^  Did  Mr.  Carter  return  to  him  again  at  anv 
time,  besides  those  three  or  four  minutes  upon 
the  landing  place?  ^ 

No;  I  saw  him  into  the  street,  and  he  went 
away  with  his  wife,  and  his  brother’s  sister. 

hrom  the  time  Mr.  Carter  first  saw  him  on 
me  landing  place,  till  he  went  away,  did  Mr 
Carter  return  to  him  ? 

He  did  not. 

If  he  had  returned  to  li!m,  must  vofi  have 
jeen  him  r  j 

Cross-examination. — I  must. 

witluiiinT 
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\es. 

And  heard  all  that  passed  ? 

Yes. 

AY  hat  passed  ? 

lie  wished  to  sec  Air,  Jefi'erys  and  Air.  Bar- 
low  ;  lie  said  he  w^ould  not  give  his  vote  to  any 
body  but  Air.  Jefferys  and  Air.  Barlow;  this 
was  on  the  stairs_,  and  Air.  Carter  advised  him 
to  go  home  ;  he  said  he  would  not  go  till  he 
saw'  them,  then  he  went  into  the  room  and 
spoke  to  Air.  Jefferys  and  Air.  Barlow,  and 
they  advised  him  to  go  home. 

\A  hat  tiid  Air.  Jefferys  and  Air.  Barlow  say 
to  him 

The  co'nversation  that  passed  there  w'as,  I 
believe,  that  he  was  come  as  a  voter  ;  he  shook 
hcuids  with  them  and  parted  ;  I  do  not  know 
of  any  particular  conversation. 

AY  as  t  his  in  the  room  where  they  dined  ^ 

A  es. 

How'  long  after  dinner.? 

I  suppose  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 

And  he  insisted  upon  going  in  .? 

Yes. 

Air.  Percy  went  in  with  him,  and  took  him 
in  ? 

Yes. 

Air.  Percy  introduced  this  drunken  man, 
and  said,  this  is  the  man  that  wants  to  shake 
hands  with  you  .? 

Yes. 

Do  vou  remember  his  wife  going  to  tlie 
door .?  ^ 

She  came  to  the  door. 

Do  you  remember  Air.  Barlow  and  Air.  Jef¬ 
ferys  saying  any  thing  about  her  coming  H 

No. 
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Nor  Mr.  Percy  ? 

No. 

Tlien  they  shook  hands  ?  '  ** 

Yes. 

And  then  yon  parted.^ 

Yes. 

Did  you  see  hiiji  when  he  first  arrived  ? 

Yes. 

W  hat  time  was  it 
Between  four  and  five. 

^  oil  were  first  in  the  room  helow^  a  back 
parlour  ? 

Yes.  . 

Do  you  remember  having  a  large  bowl  of 
brandy  and  wmter.^ 

Yes. 

^  hat  did  you  say  about  his  not  drinking  ? 

I  don’t  remember  any  thing  that  I  said. 

Did  any  body  else  say  any  thing  about  his 
not  drinkin  O'  ? 

No. 

^  on  remember  a  large  bowl  of  brandv  and 
water? 

Yes. 

Wliat  are  you  ? 

A  weaver. 

What  do  you  do  in  Coventry  ? 

I  weave. 

Upon  your  oatli,  are  you  not  a  bailiff  fol- 

lower? 

I  am  at  times. 

Do  you  follow  that  for  pleasure  ? 

^  es. 

Are  you  not  employed  at  the  public  office  of 
Mr.  Carter  ? 

I  am. 

A  bailiff’s  follower  is  not  quite  so  much 
wanted  in  the  country  as  in  towm? 
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No;  it  would  not  sup|)ort  me. 

How  ]on«:  have  vou  been  in  town. 

A  fortniglit  last  Frida}' 

H  ave  vou  not  been  here  from  the  first'  of 
this  petition  ? 

T  arrived  last  Friday  night  was  a  fortnight. 
Did  you  come  up  by  a  subpcxina? 

Yes. 

Court. — You  live  at  Coventry  } 

Yes. 

Was  you  often  at  the  White  Bear 
Yes;  I  was  there  every  day  to  protect  Mr. 
Grimes’s  property  during  the  election. 
Withdrew. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  ten 
o’clock. 


\ 
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John  Dhayson,  calkd  in.aiid siccrn. 

here  do  you  live  ? 

At  Dun  church. 

You  keep  a  public-house  therec 
t  he  Star. 

yur  house  is  opposite  Siiaws.-^ 
ft  js  not  far  from  it. 

-iAo  you  recollect  a  few  da  vs  hefoi-e  the 
Ves. 

SlS  to'j-ouf’®  ■•'^'^pooting  a  debt  of 

ing  Mtl  Bh'd  hiTYotr''  S*'- 

AV  ho  is  IM j- .  H u i n c  ^ 

lie  lives  within  a  mile  of  Dun  church. —He 
g^^''-tleman  of  good  fortune, 
w  iio  did  he  marry 

He  mai'ried  Airs.  Bird’s  sister. 

He  was  anxious  for  Air.  Bird  ? 

Alfpi'-fi’  ■”= ‘°'f  Shaw  if  he  would  vote  for 
•  iid,  be  would  make  him  a  very  handsome 
present. 

AV'as  yon  present  at  this  f 
Acs;  1  was. 

Old  anv  tiling  pass,  and  what  between  you 
aiuiy  larke  respecting  a  debt  of  Shaw’s 

parliciilar;  the  business  be- 
fiy-en  Shaw  and  iVlr.  Uan.e— Mr.  Hume  asked 
Mia-iv  wnat  be  would  expect  to  receive  if  bn 
pvcMr.  Bird  his  vote;  and  Mr.  Hume  said 
10  knew  there  was  a'  book  debt  owing  to  uie 
lor  oops  and  other  things,  to  the  amount  of 
seven  pounds,  nine  sliillings. 

What  answer  did  Shaw  make  to  that 
He  said  if  he  would  |iay  the  book  debt,  lie 
would  give  Mr.  Bird  his  vote,  it  was  for  a"  ' 
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pocket  of  hops,  and  some  other  things  ;  I  was 
then  out  of  the  room  for  some  time  after  ;  and 
Mr.  Hume  desired  me  to  place  that  money  to 
his  account. 

W  as  Mr.  Shaw  present?' 

Yes,  he^was. 

W  ereTipson  and  Mr.  Hume  togetherat  your 
house  that  day? 

They  were  several  times  together,  and  he 
was  repeatedly  os^er  at  Shaw’s  own  house  as 
well. 

Was  any  thing  done  with  your  books,  and 
what  ? 

I  placed  that  seven  pounds  nine  shillings  to  . 
Mr.  Hume’s'  account  immediately  from  his 
own  order. 

Did  Mr.  Clarke  ever  come  to  your  house? 

He  was  backwards  and  forwards  repeatedly, 
but  nothing  particular  between  him  and  me 
upon  that  business. 

Was  anj^  thing  done  in  the  booth,  by  which 
it  was  charged  to  Shaw  ? 

It  was  a  chalk  score  in  the  bar,  it  was  never 
down  in  the  book;  I  entered  it  in  the  book  to 
Mr.  Hume;  the  hops  were  six  pounds,  two 
shillings,  and  the  rest  was  for  what  I  told  you. 

Wlien  was  it  that  you  placed  this  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Mr.  Hume? 

I  do  not  know  ;  it  must  have  been  near  the 
close  of  the  poll:  I  should  think  the  13th  or  14th 
of  July,  1  cannot  exactly  say,  it  was  at  a  time 
when  they  considered  a  vote  the  most  valuable 
which  must  be  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
time,  1  should  expect. 

Carriages  of  each  party  came  to  your 

house  a 

Mr.  Bird’s  party  were  there;  some  on  both 
sides;  we  were  obliged  to  borrow  for  one 

1)  d  d  3 
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one  another,  and  sometimes  tl^e  parties  would 
come  and  order  them  themselves. 

Vyhich  party  used  your  house  ? 

Mr.  Bird’s. 

>  oil  did  not  receive  the  money  at  that  time 

^^o,  1  did  not,  I  charged  it  to  Mr.  Hume. 

1  Ins  never  had  been  charged  to  Shaw 

Aot  as  a  book  debt,  but  it  was  chalked  in 
tiiC  bar. 

No. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  he  had  the 
bops  in  the  month  ok  March. 

H^i^s  conversation  I  understand  was  in  July  ?. 

Ho  you  keep  books  ? 

\es. 

s^t^eV’n  ‘'T  ‘'J'  of 

pounds,  nine  shillings^  was  never 

charged  to  any  body,  but  by  a  chalk  in  the 

No. 

Had  you  any  particular  reason  for  omittiito- 

Hie  person  I  received  them  from,  I  bad 
an  account  with,  and  it  was  put  up  in  bis 

account ;  so  that  would  shew  the  weiMit  and 
what  the  hops  cost.  ^  ^ 

I hese  hops  you  bought  without  any  others  ? 

I  es,  they  came  single  from  Worcester. 

Ihere  were  some  other  trilling  articles- 
lAe^ie  tney  charged  in  a  book  ? 

J  hey  stood  on  the  score  board. 

How  happened  vou  not  to  cliarge  them  .? 

We  did  not  do  it;  it  was  omitted  by  some 

Can  you  recollect  any  reason  for  it^^ 

thtasSi"""’  . . 
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Had  you  any  one  man  that  you  dealt  with 
for  articles  whom  you  did  not  charge  besides 
Shaw  ? 

YeS;,  several;  we  make  memorandums  on 
the  score  board. 

Do  they  amount  to  six  pounds  or  seven 
pounds  ? 

No. 

Had  you  many  people  who  had  trifling 
things  of  you  to  the  amount  of  one  pound 
seven  shillings,  without  charging  it 

Yes;  trusses  of  hay  and  oats. 

Being  small  articles  that  you  were  not  like> 
ly  to  remember,  you  thought  it  better  not  to 
put  them  down  ? 

HY  a  Iready  recollected  the  sums. 

When  did  the  conversation  between  Mr. 
Hume  and  you  take  place? 

It  took  place  I  believe  when  it  was  getting 
near  to  a  conclusion. 

What  was  getting  near  to  a  conclusion  ? 

The  election. 

Was  the  first  conversation  you  had  with  Mr, 
Hume,  about  the  close  of  the  election  ? 

Yes,  I  believe  there  were  three  days  elapsed 
before  it  was  finally  fixed  for  Mr.  Hume  to 
settle  this  debt  for  him. 

W"as  there  no  conversation  before  that? 

No,  we  were  all  in  such  a  bustle. 

■Was  there  any  body  else  present  when  Mr. 
Hume  said  he  understood  there  was  a  book 
debt  due  to  him,  and  tiiat  he  woidd  pay  for 
tl'jat  ? 

1  cannot  say  wliether  Tipson  was  or  not. 

Are  you  sure  you  was  present? 

I  was  present. 

Mr.  Hume  said  there  is  a  book  debt,.  T  will 
give  you  tliat  if  you  will  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  r 
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He  used  those  very  words 

Then  for  this  debt  he  sold  his  vote  ? 

I  es. 

I)id  Shaw  agree  to  that  ? 

i  es. 

shUlingsT* 

les;  blit  whether  there  was  any  tliincr 

cl  Ssid  m:  1  ‘"'I’.  M"'-  «<1- 

cUessed  me  to  put  it  to  his  account,  I  left  the 

room.  ^  A  It  it  Lue 

So  far  the  bargain  was  complete.^ 

1  •  ^  make  Shaw  a  present  of 

this  debt  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird,  ^ 

then  as  far  as  you  know^  it  was  settled  that 
lie  was  to  vote  for  Mr.  Bird  .? 

He  went  the  next  morning. 

V  on  put  it  down  to  JMr.  tfume  ? 

Ves.  >  .  .  , 

.  Was  there  nobody  with  vou  when  vou  nnt 
it  down  to  Mr.  Hume  ?  ^  ^  ^ 

No. 

Have  you  your  book  Jiere 
■iN o^  it  is  in  Long  Acre. 

(d  he  book  sent  for.) 

As  soon  as  you.  had  left  them,  you  nut  it 
down  to  Mr.  Hume'  ^  1  ^  ^ 

A'^es. 

iii  youi°i;ookT 
J  dare  saj^  not. 

Uccl  Tipsoii  settled  any  thing  with  vou  as 
to  tne  terms  of  Shaw’s  voiing?  °"”‘'3oiia^ 

He  tvas  m  and  out  of  tiie  room  repeatediv 

Uicl  he  himself  take  upon  him  ti  d  ,  a  v 
ti‘ii)g  With  vou?  ‘  lo  uo  any 
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No,  1  do  not  recollect  any  thing  of  that ; 
lie  paid  me  some  money  for  his  own  expences, 
and  [  think  two  others  of  his  own  party. 

Had  Clarke  any  transaction  with  you  about 

He  brought  a  paper  acknowledging  that 
that  debt  was, to  he  discharged. 

When  was  that:  was  it  when  you  had  put 
it  to  his  account  ? 

I  have  been  trying  to  recollect  ever  since 
T'haveheen  in  London,  and  cannot,  whether 
1  signed  any  paper  or  not;  if  it  was  any  thing 
it  must  be  a  discharge  for  that  debt. 

There  might  have  been  a  receipt  talked  of; 
but  you  cannot  recollect  wdiether  you  signed 
it  or  not? 

I  cannot  think  there  was  any  thing  signed. 

Perhaps  there  was  no  such  paper? 

I  recollect  some  thing  about  the  paper. 

Was  there  any  such  paper? 

1  recollect  something  of  a  paper ;  I  don’t 
think  it  was  signed. 

There  might  be  various  papers  at  the  time 
of  an  election,  when  men  are  v/anting  direc¬ 
tions  on  letters,  and  so  on:  I  ask  you  if  there 
•  was  such  a  paper? 

I  cannot  recollect. 

Was  the  paper  stamped? 

I  do  not  recollect. 

Tiien  there  was  no  paper  ? 

1  think  there  was  a  paper,  but  I  have  no  re¬ 
collection.  .  .  1  r-i  1 

Have  vou  had  any  conversation  with  Llaike 

since  you  have  been  in  London  ? 

Not  a  word  ;  I  never  saw  him  till  I  saw  him 
at  this  door  within  these  two  hours. 

Have  you  never  had  any  conversation  with 
ghaw  since  about  the  hops? 
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liidiitj  and  lie  was  likelj  to  lose  by  them, 
fore  ill  “■■X  out  be- 

tung  as  tticy  turned  out .?  ‘ 

1  as. 

l  lieii  there  was  such  a  reason  existino-? 

it  was  a  conditional  price. 

\Miether  they  turned  oat  good  or  bad  von 

was  to  pay  a.-cordingiy  .f  oacp  tou 

It  was  a  low  price  four  pounds — I  dare  sav 
they  were  worth  that  to  him.  ^ 

down'i.rti'^e 

It  might;  I  boiight  them  of  a»man  of  the 

ttm  «.me  ua^ 

wbeeiu  .1^^  '  charged  to  Shaw;  huf  that 

«. ten  the  thing  was  settled,  you  tot  !<  a  ne-i 

and  ciossed  ,t  out  of  your  look:  is  that  tiue  ? 
-No,  that  IS  not  true. 

.  Non  not  only  did  not  scratch  it  out  but  it 
IS  not  in  your  book  at  all  ?  ^ 

It  is  not. 

-Then  that  is  untrue  ? 

Yes. 

T\1>  H  '-cceivcd  your  directions  from 

Bit.  Hume  nrnsell,  did  not  wait  till  any  body 
came  to  loll  you  to  do  it .?  ^  ^ 

Ivp,  1  Chaigcd  it  to  Mr.  Hume’s  account 
I  cs,  1  dale  say  I  did. 

M^as  any  body  else  in  the  loom  at  that  time  .> 
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T  cannot  positively  say^  Mr.  Tipson  might 
be  there,^  I  cannot  say  whether  he  was  or  not. 

as  Clarke  of  the  party  when  Mr.  Hiune 
made  that  offer  ? 

Clarke  was  backwards  and  forwards_,  rip¬ 
ping  and  tearing  about ;  I  cannot  say. 

Do  you  remember  if  Mr.  Clarke  wasjn  the 
room  while  this  offer  was  made  openly? 

INo. 

Was  Clarke  with  you  when  vou  entered  Mr. 
H  lime’s  account  into  the  book  ? 

I  should  think  not. 

Recollect  yourself? 

I  cannot  positively  remember  that  I  consi¬ 
dered  it  a  done  thing  with  respect  to  Shaw, 
after  I  had  received  this  order. 


H  ave  you  been  paid  for  these  hops  ? 

.[  am  perfectly  satisfied. 

,  Have  you  received  the  price  for  them  ? 

I  have  not  been  paid — if  itwms  fifty  pounds, 
I'should  be  satisfied. 

You  kno\v  Mr.  Hume  perfectly  well? 

Yes. 

You  would  have  difficulty  in  trusting  him  ? 

No. 

Small  articles  that  you  dealt  with  vour 
neighbours  for,  you  don’t  always  enter  in  a 
book  ? 

i  do  not. 

You  say  you  put  not  only  the  hops,  but  all 
the  articles  up  to  Mr.  Hume  ? 

And  Shaw  wms  no  longer  your  debtor  ? 

No. 

Not  for  the  hay,  no  more  than  the  other 
things  ? 

I  don’t  recollect  exactly  what  the  articles 
were. 
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Is  it  true  that  you  ever  asked  him  for  the 
iiioue}"  for  the  hav'  siuce  f* 

No.  .  • 

Has  any  body  ever  applied  to  vou  to  set  it 
right  as  if  it  liad  been  asked  for  ? 

No. 

Have  you  ever  had  any  oceasion  bv  any  ap- 
phcatioir,  or  by  any  conversation^  efthef With 
Shaw,  or  any  body  from  Sliaw,  to  explain  that 
you  meant  no  longer  to  demand  it  of  him  i' 

I  understand  that  from  the  first ;  I  never 
heard  of  it  since.  * 

Then  nobody  lias  been  with  vou  to  set  it 
no-lit  ? 

"No. 

When  was  the  chalked  account  rubbed  out 

Seven  or  eight  weeks  before  the  election,  we 
retained  one  pound  seven  in. our  memories  ' 

AV  hat  were  the  acts  you  saw  Mr.  Hunie 
doing  Mith  respect  to  these  voters  ? 

He  was  particularly  anxious  to  serve  MiT 
Bird;  and  in  consequence  of  tljat,  he  was 
very  unhappy  that  Mr.  Bird  was  likely  to  lose 
his  eleetion.  He  came' to  me  several  times 
and  said,  if  any  thing  could  be  done  for  IMr! 
Bird  he  should  be  very  happy. — I  believe 
Shaw  was  the  only  voter  he  got  at  Dunchureli. 

Was  Ml.  Hume  at  your  house  upon  occa¬ 
sion  of  the  voters  coming  down? 

Ves,  he  was  lepeatedly  jit  our  house. 

Can  you  speak  ot  any  other  acts  of  his  ? 

No,  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  sinMe 
thing.  * 

— You  have  told  us  Clarke  came 
out  ot  the  house  frequently  while  this  business 
was  going  torward  about  Siiau’s  vote  > 
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r 

Rpoii  yourself  to  say  whether 
Plarke  was  or  was  not  present  at  the  time  when 
you  entered  Shaw’s  debt  to  Mr.  Hume’s  ac¬ 
count? 

I  eaimot  say  positively  to  tliat^  he  mioiit  be 
•  present^  or  he  might  not. 

-Hid  Clarke  know  that  you  put  the  seven 
pounds  to  Mr.  Plume’  s  account. 

\es  ;  he  knew  that  1  dare  say,  because  1 
should  suppose  Shaw  would  immediately  tell 
him  as  soon  as  he  left  the  room. 

^  \bu  talked  something  about  a  pap  Cl' ;  you 
do  not  know  whether  you  signed,  it  or  not: 
what  paper  wms  that  r 

As  well  as  {  can  recollect,  it  was  the  size  of 
receipts  in  general. 

Who  had  the  paper? 

Clarke  had  the  paper  in  his  hand. — I  can 
remember  speaking  about  it,  but  not  tlte  par¬ 
ticulars.  ^ 

Hid  he  ask  you  to  sign  it  as  a  receipt  ? 

1  cannot  recollect;"  Mrs.  Hrayson  and  I 
both  puzzled  ourselves  about  it  before  i  left 
'home.  A  ' 

VV'as  Tipson  frequently  backwards  and  for- 
wards  ? 

He  was. 

'  Was  he  in  the  room  at  the  time  Mr.  Hume 
desired  you  to  put  it  to  his  account? 

y  es. 

Are  you  positive  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  transaction  ? 

Yes,  I  should  think  he  was. 

Hid  Shaw  go  ovei  to  your  house  during  that 
time  ? 


He  was  backwards  and  forwards. 

Plad  you  any  conversation  with  Shaw 
peeling  tue  transaction  ? 


r*  s- 


E  e  c 


506  JOHN  DllAYSO^'’s  EXAMINATION. 

T  told  Shaw’  if  he  would  vote  for  INIr.  Bird 
it  would  give  me  great  pleasure. 

Did  you  tell  Shaw  that  if  he  would  vole  for 
jMr.  l^ird  and  Mr.  Moore,  that  in  that  case 
Mr.  Hume  had  desired  you  to  place  the  seven 
pounds  to  bis  account  ? 

That  was  named  by  all  of  us  no  doubt. 

Did  you  tell  Shaw,  Mr.  Hume  had  desired 
you  to  place  the  seven  pounds  to  his  account, 
if  he  voted  for  Mr.  Bird? 

We  all  understood  that  perfectly. 

Do  yon  know  who  he  voted  for? 

For  Mr.  Bird. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Hume  active  for  Mr.  Bird, 
in  any  otlier  instance  but  this  one.^ 

In  no  other  than  tliat  one  whatever. 

AV  as  he  in  Dunchcurcli  often  during  the 
election  ? 

Yes;  coming  to  enquire  how  matters  went. 

But  you  did  not  see  him  soliciting  votes  ? 

No. 

Are  there  many  freemen  of  Coventry  living 
about  Dunchurch  ? 

I  think  there  are  very  few. 

Do  you  recollect  any  of  them  ? 

I  do  not  think  we  have.any  more  than  Shaw 
'  in  the  town  of  Dunchurch. 

W as  Clarke  ever  sent  by  Shaw  to  enquire  if 
that  debt  was  done  away? 

He  might  be  sent  over  to  ask  if  the  debt  was 
removed,  1  cannot  say. 

Did  Clarke  come  to  you,  to  have  it  explain¬ 
ed  how  the  debt  was  done  away? 

1  do  not  recollect  that. 

Have  the  goodness  to  try  and  recollect? 

I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Did  you  ever  shew  Clarke  the  book  after  you 
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bad  made  the  entry  in  it_,  transferring  it  to 
Mr.  Hume  ? 

I  caimot  recollect ;  I  do  not  know  tliat  I 
did,  and  L  do  not  know  tliat  I  did  not :  I  con¬ 
sidered  myself  so  safe  in  making  Mr.  Hume 
my  debtor,  tliat  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing 
about  it. 

1  understand  you  to  say,  you  remember 
Clarke  had  to  do  with  the  transaction  of  this 
settlement;  he  was  in  and  out  ? 

He  was  in  and  out  repeatedly. 

Should  you  have  shewn  Clarke  the  book  if 
he  had  asked  you.?  » 

cs,  1  should. 

Did  you  make  the  entry  and  debt  'afr. 
Hume,  with  it  at  the  time  ol  tliC  election  ? 

[  cannot  sav;  there  is  no  date  in  the  book: 
1  know  I  put  it  down  directly,  but  wliether  in 
this  book  or  not  I  do  not  know  ;  I  might  have 
removed  it  from  one  to  the  other  aiterwards. 

At  the  day  of  the  election  there  was  no  en¬ 
try  against  Shaw,  either  in  your  books  or  upon 
vour  score  boards  .? 

iSot  upon  that  account. 

Was  thereupon  any  other  account? 

No. 

Withdrew.  . 

Charles  Mann,  called  in  and  szcorn.' 

You  keep  the  Dolphin  in  Coventry,  I  be¬ 
lieve  ?  * 

Yes. 

For  which  party  was  that  bouse  open  at  the 
last  election  ?  • 

I  had  both  parties  came  to  the  house  by 
times. 

Which  party  came  most  to  your  house  ? 

E  e  e  2 
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Mr.  Bird’s  party. 

What  persons  came  to  your  house^  friends 
of  jMr.  Bird^  during  the  poll : 

Freemen  and  oth.er  men. 

Bid  the  freemen  come  often  to  your  house^ 
in  the  course  of  the  poll  ? 

They  ran  backwards  and  forwards^  it  was 
just  opposite  the  booth.  , 

Had  they  any  thing  to  drink  at  your  house  i* 
Yes. 

AVho  paid  for  ^t.^ 

]t  IS  not  all  of  it  paid  for  now. 

W  as  there  any  not  paid  for^  by  tlic  freemen 
at  the  time  ? 

Yes. 

How  muclt  in  the  v/hole  is  not  paid  for.^ 
in  all  130l.  odd  shillin2:s. 

Flow  much  have  you  been  paid  ? 

I  cannot  tell  what';  I  was  paid  by  people 
coming  and  drinking  and  paying  at  the  time. 

Were  the  sums  pahl  greater  or  less,  than 
wliat  is  due  ^ 

1.  was  not  paid  so  much  as  that,- 
Was  you  paid  for  a  fourlli  part  r 
I  cannot  sav. 

Whil  you  swear  tlnat  the  meat  and  drink  you 
was  paid  for,  was  worth  twenty  pounds  ^ 

1  did  not  keep  an  account  of  the  money  I 
received. 


Can  you  swear  it  was  twenty  pounds  ? 

1  cani'ot. 

Do  you  believe  it  to  be  less  ? 

I  cannot  pretend  to  say. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  ponnd  of  meat  and 
drink  was  used  by  freemen,  if  1  niidcrsand 
you,  in  your  house  during  the  election,  fW 
which  you  are  now  unpaid  f 
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Yes ;  there  ahouts. 

Have  you  given  any  bill  into  any  bocly_,  for 
that  sum? 

There  has  been  no  bill  given  to  Mr.  Bird’s 
friends;  f  did  give  a  bill  to  a  person  of  tlie 
name  of  Keane. 

AVh  o  is  Keane  ? 

A  person  in  Coventry. 

Is  he  a  freeman  r 

I  believe  he  is,  I  am  not  certain. 

In  whose  interest  was  Keane  at  the  last  elec¬ 
tion  ? 

I  cannot  justly  say  in  whose  interest  he  was; 

I  expect  he  was  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  Bird,  I 
do  not  know  to  my  own  knowledge. 

M  hat  was  your  reason  for  eiviris;  it  to 
Keane? 

I  did  not  know  who  to  give  it  to  ;  he  came 
to  me  and  wished  me  to  draw  beer. 

-  To  draw  beer  for  whom  ? 

For  people  that  he  brought  to  the  house. 

What  did  he  say  ? 

He  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  I  should  be 
paid. 

For  whom  did  he  desire  you  to  draw  beer? 

For  the  friends  of  Mr.  Bird. 

What  day  of  the  poll  was  this  ^ 

I  am  not  particular  about  the  days. 

Was  it  on  the  first  day  of  the  poll  ? 

I  believe  it  was  on  the  first  day  of  the  poll. 

When  did  you  deliver  your  bill  to  him  ? 

I  cannot  justly  tell. 

Can  you  tell  me  within  a  month  ? 

*/ 

Sometime  after  the  election  was  over,  it  was 
not  a  month,  I  dare  say. 

Was  it  a  fortnight  after  the  election  was 
over  r 
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f  caiiTiot  pretend  to  say  ? 

Was  it  at  Keane’s  house  that  you  delivered 
it  ? 

No;  it  was  at  my  own  house.  • 

Did  he  say  any  thing  to  you^  before  you  de¬ 
livered  it  to  liimr 

1  do  not  know  that  he  did;  I  gave  him  the 
bill. 

Did  you  say  nothing  when  \mn  gave  it  him 

1  cannot  recollect  what  passed. 

V/as  you  in  prison  for  debt  before  the  elec¬ 
tion 
•  Yes. 

How  long  before  the  election  ?. 

About  three  wrecks  or  a  mouthy  I  will  not  be 
positive. 

Did  you  give  any  meat  or  drink  to  any  per¬ 
sons,  who  did  not  pay  for'  it  before  the  elec¬ 
tion  ^ 

Not  after  I  was  at  home. 

Was  it  (jinte  three  weeks.? 

i  cannot  be  positive. 

Can  you  be  positive  it  was  ten  days  r 

Yes. 

Can  you  be  positive  it  was  a-  fortnight? 

I  cannot  tell. 

Wa^  you  paid  for  any  victuals  and  drink 
before  you  left  prison? 

No. 

Is  tiiere  any  bill  unpaid  on  that  account  ? 
No. 

Was  any  such  victuals  and  drink  given  in 
your  house,  to  your  knowledge? 

There  was  none  after  1  came  home.  • 

.  You  arc  not  a  freeman  yourself? 

N  o 

Do  you  know  the  time  when  the  treats  were 
'^ivea,  before  the  parliament  were  dissolved?- 


1  here  was  some  treats  given  ;  my  house  was 
'not  open. 

It  happened  that  your  house  was  not  opened 
for  any  treat  ?  -  ’ 

No;  the  last  treat  I  was  at  home. 

^  You  say  you  liad  a  demand  upon  somebody 
Ibr  130l.  and  you  gave  a  bill  of  it  to  Keane  r 
.  Yes. 

What  is  Keane’s  name?'''  i 
Charles. 

Not  William  Keane  ? 

No.  - .  >  ■ 

Jdid  Charles  Keane  take  upon  himself  to 
give  you  orders^,  or  was  it  only  b}'  persuasion  of 
liis  own  ? 

He  persuaded  me,  he  said,  he  thouglit,  if  I 
opened  the  house  he  had  no  doubt  I  should  be 
paid. 

Was  not  Keane  the  man  you  consulted  upon 
the  subject? 

Yes. 

Upon  your  application  to  him,  he  said  yes, 
he  thought  if  you' opened  your  house  you' 
would  be  paid  ?  ' 

.  Yes.  , 

Did  he  pretend  to  have  any  authority  from 
Mr.  Bird? 

No. 

Did  any  person  come  from  Mr.  Bird  to  in¬ 
duce  tliat  ? 

No. 

W'  as  it  not  a  speculation  in  consequence  of 
your  circumstances,  in  hopes  of  getting  some¬ 
thing  ? 

Entirely. 

Did  you  receive  in  common,  witli  all  the 
])ublic  houses  in  Coventry,  a  paper  like  that  ?  .  . 
[Shewing  the  witness  a  printed  papei .] 
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I  cannot  sav  I  received  it ;  I  heard  there 
^^  ^ds  sucli  papers. 

They  did  not  employ  you  at  all^,  I  believe  ? 

ISo,  the}'  did  not. 

But  von  had  no  communication  with  Mr. 
Bird  or  Mr.  Moore^,  or  any  person  pretending 
to  come  from  them  r 

No. 

Keane  is  a  poor  man  ? 

Yes ;  he  is  a  ribbon  weaver. 

Then  your  house  was  open  entirely  upon 
your  own  speculation  f 

Yes. 

Members. — What  induced  you  to  give 
Ch  aides  Keane  the  amount  of  the  bill,  whv 
should  he  be  more  interested  than  any  body 
else  ? 

Because  he  had  persuaded  me  to  draw  beer, 
and  1  gave  him  the  bill  in  hopes  he  would  try 
and  get  me  the  money  for  it. 

What  did  he  say  when  you  gave  him  the 
bill  ? 

He  said  he  would  do  what  he  could  for  me. 

You  said  yours  w'as  a  house  opened  for  both 
parties  ^ 

1  had  both  parties  come  at  times  as  I  was 
very  near  the  booth. 

How  did  you  get  victuals  and  drink  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds? 

I  got  credit  for  it;  a  I’riend  of  mine  ad¬ 
vanced  some  money  for  me. 

AVhat  is  his  name? 

Mr.  Harris. 

Wdiat  is  his  Cliristian  name? 

'riiomas. 

AVhat  is  he  ? 

He  is  something  in  the  shag  manufactory. 


CHARLES  Mann’s  examination.  515 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  this  Thomas 
H arris  t 

^  eSj  I  have  known  him  several  years. 

He  is  a  gentleman  living  at  Coventry? 

J. 

Do  you  know  wliether  lie  was  an  active 

•  friend  of  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Moore? 

He  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Bird.— I  did  not  see 
linn  active  ;  I  asked  him  if  he  would  Stand 

niy  friend  tti  lending  me  some  moner,  and  he 
<hd:  ^  , 

Hid  yon  see  Keane,  active  in  the  election  r 
rso. 

-Hid  Keane  at  all  superintend  the  givino:;  li- 
rjnor  at  your  honse? 

He  was  there  by  times. 

•Idld  he  take  any  management  ? 

He  tOid  me-sometimes  who  to  give  liquor  to. 

Hid  von  givemny  liquor  to  ihe  friends  of 

A.r.  ihiriow  and  Mr.  Jeflerys  without  payino’ 
tor  It  ?  1  a 

Not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  I  did  not. 
VvJtii'arcw. 

.lohn  Drayson  was  again  called  in,  and  pro-- 
d need  his  book.  ^ 

Have  yon  looked  over  your  book^  and  is 
there  any  sueli 'nccoimt? 
i  havxq  and  there  is  not. 

Vvd’tlidrew. 

iMr.  Alaeintosh  summed  up  the  evidence 
on  the' part  of  tlic  sitting  members 

•  Adj  olirned. 
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Thiirdai)  \Qith  of  Marcli^  1803. 

Thomas  Mason^  called  in  and  szcorn. 

As  agent  for  the  petitioners^  on  the  Monday 
evening  preceding  the  dissolution  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  i  went  round  to  the  public  houses,  where 
the  freemen  in  the  interest  ot  the  I'letitioners^ 
had  been  previously  treated.  To  many  or 
those  houses  I  went  myself,  and  lelt  at  each  . 
of  those  houses,  copies  ot  the  extract  made 
from  the  act,  against  treating ;  and  gave  di¬ 
rections  to  every  one  of  them,  on  no  account 
to  draw  any  liquor  after  eleven  o’clock.  On 
that  evening,  I  had  previously  canienh  twm 
thousand  copies  to  be  printed  oil,  and  were 
generally  distributed  throughout  Ooventry. 

After  iuiving  so  done.  Sir,  was  (as  tar  as 
your  knowledge  W'ill  enable  you  to  say)  any 
thing  done  by  petitioners,  to  make  them  de¬ 
part  from  that  resolution  ? 

I  can  only  speak  for  myself,  that  I  knorv 
nothing  of  any  such  practices  having  taken 
])lace,  until  after  the  poll  closed;  I  then  heard 
that  liquor  had^beeu  given  aw  ay  by  publicans, 
and  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Bird. 

Mr.  Pigott  rose  to  close  the  case  of  the  peti¬ 
tion,  and  submits  his  argument  to  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  court. 

Adjourned. 
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Fridaij  Wth  March,  1803. 

Committee  met  on  the  Coventry  Elect io?i, 

Francis  Dickens,  Esq.  in  tlie  Chair. 

,  [The  room  being  clear.] 

Committee  deliberate. 

Determined — That  under  the  special  cir- 
emnstances  of  this  case,  the  deposit  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds  by  Captain  Bar- 
low,  for  the  purposes  of  the  election,  was  not 
contrary  to  law. 

-Determined — That  no  evidence  having  been 
adduced  to  this  committee,  of  the  misappli¬ 
cation  of  such  deposit,  Mr.  Barlow  has  not 
olfendcd  against  the  statute  of  William  the 
Third. 

Final  determinations  of  the  committee. 

Determined — That  Francis  William  Barlow, 
Esq.  is  duly  elected  a  citizen,  to  serve  in  this 
present  Parliament,  for  the  city  of  Coventry. 

Determined — That  Nathaniel  Jefferys,  Esq. 
not  being  qualified  according  to  the  provisions 
;  of  an  act  passed  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign 
of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne,  entituled  an 
Act  for  securing  the  Freedom  of  Parliament  by 
the  farther  qualifying  the  .Members  to  sit  in 
the  House  of  Commons,'”  was  not  elected  a 
citizen-  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament  for 
the  city  of  Coventry  at  the  last  election  of  ci¬ 
tizens  to  represent  the  said  city. 

Determined — That  the  petitions  of  the  said 
William  Wilberforce  Bird,  Esq.  and  Peter 
Moore,  Esq.  did  not  appear  to  the  said  select 
committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

Determined — ^That  the  petition  of  the  free¬ 
men  of  the  said  city  of  Coventry  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  said  select  committee  to  be  frivo¬ 
lous  or  vexatious. 
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Determined — That  the  opposition  of  the;^ 
said  Nathaniel  Jederys  to  the  said  petitions, 
did  not  appear  to  the  said  select  committee  tO;.|| 
be  frivolous  or  vexatious,  -cr 

To  report  [5.]  I- 

Counsel  called  in,  and  acquainted  therewith.  ;|;= 
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